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(6) No. 1. 


Sir I. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 
(No. 1, 
(Tog apbic) 12 Paris, January 1, 1911. 

PERSIA. 

The Russian Ambassador spoke to me at the new year's reception at the 
Elysée to-day in r d to the ex-Shah of Persia. He said that His Majesty had 
come to Paris from Nice, where his Uxcellency suspects that he has been conferring 
with Ziles-Sultan. His Excellency has conveyed to His Majesty the warning which 
the Russian Em! ‘as instructed to give him as reported in my telegram No. 99 of 
the 12th November last. 

‘Phe ex-Shah has asked the Ambassador to advance him some money, as he says his 
pension is H i j states that he is going on to Brussels, and that his 
visit to Paris has no political obj 























[3] 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 
(No, 2.) 
(Telegraphic. P. + St. Petersburgh, January 1, 1911. 


CONVERSION of Pen n Bank. 

T saw M. Sazonow yesterday, and his Excellency told me that there seemed now to 
be every prospect that the question of the automobile concession would be settled, and 
that the Russian scheme for conversion of the debt would be carried through. If this 
were done, it might then be possible for him to have the Russian troops withdrawn 
from Kasyin, but at the same time he would warn the Persian Government that, in 
the event of their refusing to prolong the mining concession, his Government might 
find itself forced to carry out prospecting work and to send a small body of Cossacks 
to protect the prospecting engineers. 

M. Sazonow told me also at the same time that representations had been made at 
Constantinople by the German Ambassador on the subject of the Persian frontier, and 
that Baron yon Marschall had warned the Porte of the danger which they ran of 
provoking Russia if they persisted in their present attitude with regard to this 
question, ‘The Porte’s reply to the German Ambassador had been a repetition of its 
usual mendacious statements as to the situation on the frontier. 

M. Sazonow then said that he hoped that he might count on our support at 
Constantinople if he should eventually decide to take any action there. To this [ 
replied that our position would be greatly strengthened when the Russian troops 
were withdrawn from Kazyin, and that I felt confident that His Majesty's Govern- 


ment would then be very glad to act in concert with the Russian Government at 
Constantinople. 


SSS EE ee ee 
[1768] B 













































[2] No. 3. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Baveard Grey.— (Received January 1) 
(No. 3.) 
(Telegraphic) P, 

RUSSO-GERMAN relations. 

{2 an article which appeared in the “ Novoo Vremya” yesterday it was stated that 
Shortly after the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian agreement the Corman Grenernest 
addressed to the Russian Government a note in which they enquirel ia ery the 
in the Middle teutitude Russia intended to adopt towards the interests of Germany 
in the Middle Kast. ‘Tho “Noyoo Vremya” states that the Russian Gevseas ee, 
about to reply to this note, 

When T spoke to M. Sazonow yesterday Ihad not yot seen this statement in the 
over Veemya,” and no allusion was made to it by his Excellency in cae conversa 


tion, though he did say that no answer as to his draft agreemont hel yet reached him 
from Berlin, 


St Petersburgh, January 1, 1911. 

















“Novoo Vromya’s" statement that the Russian 
ing in such a note, the note will apparently. bo of the 

meeting at Potsdam, and will state that, “as 
‘and Germany have agreed not to enter into any 
new combinations which might be directed against one or other of thor. 














(1689) No, 4. 


Sin G. Bavelay to Sin Baveard Grey.—(Received January 16, 1911.) 
(No. 224.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 6, 1910. 

YIN reference to correspondonce ending with my telegram No. 367 ot che 
ath September, E have the lionour to transmit herowith eopyot w mest interesting 
despatch from His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz brielly reviewing tho event fe ne 
rooont Bakhtiari inter-famnily quarrels, their causes and their ellect 

‘Towards the close of his despatch, Li t Ranking: gi 
the effects iof the. recent troubles (a) internally, on the Bakhicn 
(®) externally, chiofly on British intorosts, 

With rogurd to the fi ‘appears that the rank and file of the tribosmen 
havo obtained direct gains in receiving largo sume in wubsiat 
Ammunition, whereas the khang themselves have suffered 
expend 
vo familie 

ie (iléet on British interests must be a matier of the greatest rogeet, asthe 
result of the quarrels has been a considerable recrudescence of coal robberies, and a 
consequent set-back of trade, 

Ar. Rauling’s information that some members of Ikhani family were desirous of 
raising trouble with tho Sheikh of Mohammerah this winter, should an o tunity 
BAe Takin eine a abbear to be Borie out by the trouble betweon Sheth Reed 
had the honour to 
























appre 


y lo Toss’ in 
om 12,000. and embittering the animosity already « 


xisting between the 























aud Rahim Khan respecting the action of Farhan. on which I ha’ 











report in my telegram No, 495, &e. 
Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 
——— ee 
Enclosure in No. 4, 
sutenant Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 
eta niking to Sir @. Barclay, 
Sir, Alneaz, October 28, 1910, 


folly roa, Of the recont Bakhtiari inter-family quarrels it may be of intene to 
briefly review the events as they took place, their causes and th effects, 

In June 1910, Haji Khusro Khan, Sardar-es-Zaffar, came from ‘Tehran to the 
Bakhtiar country armed with orders, firstly, to collect a force and attack the 
GiueredDovwleh, and secondly, to arrange matters between the. tabel eae? 
chiefs, tho acting Tkhani and Ibegi, between whom’ relations wea exceedingly 
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strained. On his arrival he set about collecting the requisite furees, and, with the 
gousent of the members of the Haji Ikhani family, a letter was sent to’ Ahmed Khan, 
Zeigham-ed-Dowleh, inviting him to come to Chigakhor on the pretext that the 
Baklitiari chiefs wished to entrust the Governorship of Behbahan ta him. He came, 
but tll his arsival in the Bakhtiari country was not apprised of the real motive which 
prompted the Bakhtiari khans to invite him, which was to utilise his services aguinst 
his brother, the Soulet. Z za 

During all this mobilisation the members of the Haji Ikhani family—more 
Farticularly Lutf Ali Khan, AmiricMuffakham—had been growing apprehensive that 
they would be forced to tur against their friend the Soulet, with whom. they are jn 
treaty, as has been elsewhere stated ; and, therefore, were exceedingly relieyed to bo 
{forded an opportunity of backing ont of this expedition which was 80 tle to their 
Hiking. Their opportunity occurred when telegraphic orders were received. from 
Meazan that the expedition against the Soulet was cancelled ; whereupon the Amit= 
Moffakham, who at that time was acting khani in Chigakhor with the Amit-i Mujahid 
& acting Mbegi, at once disbanded his troops and refused to fight, although tho 
Sardar-es.Zaffar and the Amir-i-Mujahid wished to do so, and wero prepared to disobey 
the orders recoived from Tehran, ‘Tho Amir-i-Mufakham's refusal to. fight greatly 
incensed eth the Sardar-es-Zaffar andl the Aiit-iMujahid, the formet of whom 
disbanded his forces and returned to his home in Junaghun, the Aiir-iMujahid 
remained in Chigakhor, while the Zaigham-od-Dowloh returned to his own IL 
(tribesmen). 

Events at Chi 































ir-i-Mujahid openly 
opposed the Ami esigned the acting. 
Iikhaniship and yest Mujahid), assisted by 
Sultan Ali Khan, Shahab-es-Sultana, and Ghulam Ali Khan, and went’ to his owy 
home in Dizak. eel 

The Shahabes-Sultana, in his turn, finding tho AmiricMujahid. impossible to 
Work with, went to Burujin, leaving Ghulam Ali as solo representative of the 
Haji Wkhani family's interests at Chigakhor, 

The AmiricMujahid, instigated by tho Sardar-os-Zaffar, now became more 
obstructive and remobilised the Mikhani family forces, At thix point the Surdaren. 
Zalfar sent his son, Mohti Kull, Sala-icMasud, to Dastgied on tho protonco of attending 
the “ fatch-khani” (funeral rights) of the wife of Agha Iskandar, Ahmed Khusrot , bie 
in reality, hi to try and seduco the Ahmed Khustois from thoit alleginnes 

‘The Ahmed Khustois refused to receive him, and, on his 
under him ; after which, seeing that thoy wore in earnest, he 
This t was the spark in the powder. ‘The lkhani 
family adherents took and occupied Chigakhor fort and imprisoned. Ghulam Alt Khun 
in it, besides occupying other places in the high and fow country, Consoquont 
$i this also, the Godars-Balutak bridge was seized and occupied, as’ also. the 
Malamir fort. 

Sultan Ali Khan, Shahab-cs-Sultana, on learning of his brother's imprisonment, 
collected 500 sowars, in Buldaji with a view to attacking Chigakhor; but prior to hig 
arrival at the latter place Ghulam Ali Khan was set freo. 

Xussuf Khan, Amiri-Mujahid, then, to avenge the insult offered to the Salar 
Masud, marched at the head of a foree of sowars, accompanied by gins, to Dastxird to 
Wipe out tho Ahmed Khusrois.. Tho elders of the Ziraswand (sub-tribe to whom khang 
belong) and the Ahmed Khusroi, however, eamo to. Yussuf Khan and threatened, 
should he put his intention into practice, not only to rise in arms and oppose him, but 
also to go over in a body with their respective substribes to the Haft Mkhnni aide 
This threat had the desired effect, and Yusuf Khan returned without necomplisht i 
anything, 

‘The next move was a notification, sealed by the Amir-icMujahid and the Sardar-es- 
alfa, to all the tribes, informing them that the Haji khan family had been deprived 
of office by order of the Persian Government, and that the tribosmon should ofes oy 
other orders than those emanating from the Ikhani family representatives. ite 
fing rasrePresentation, however, faile to produce the effect desired, and the Hajt 
Wehani tribesmen remained loyal, 

Still bent on creating trouble if possible, Murtaza Kulli Khan was dispatched hy 
hese chiefs to the Mahmud Salihi Chahar Langs to raiso forces hom chews sto o 
1,000 sowars were collected. 

Theso events bring us to the beginning of tho second week in September, when 
both sides commenced to telegraph to Tehran, accusing each oll of duplicity, &., 
4nd asking instructions as how to act ciad-cis the situation. In reply, Telus eicecd 
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tho Montazaim-ed-Dowleh, and the Salar Ashraf to go to the Bakhtiari country and 
arrange matters. On their arrival there the Sardar-es-Zaffar and the Amir-i-Mujahid 
‘imposed the following terms as tho price of peace, viz. :— 
1. ‘The Goyerhorship of Tspahan and Yerd to be conjointly shared by both 
families. 

2. ‘The Felard and Aquili lands, belonging to the Sardar Muhtesham, to be 
divided equally hetween the two families. 2 oes 

3. Amanullah Khan, Heshmet-ul-Mamalik, son of Riza Kulli Khan, to be 


admitted into the Bakhtiari administration and to receive a share of the Bakhtiari 
revenues, 


enmity between the two families, just at a time when they should, of all times, bo at 
one and working together. : 

(@.) The effect on British interests has been one gently to De doplored, having 
resulted in a recrudescence of road robberies, no less four robberies of varyin, 
magnitude and numerous minor thefts having been reported to me during the period. 
have been on tour alone. The Ilyat (tribesmen) themselyes say that till affairs between 
the khans are arranged and the acting [Ikhani and Ibegi are appointed and como to 
the low country affairs cannot improve, and secing that they, in most cases, are 
responsible for the robberies, this may be taken not as an expression of views only, 
but also as an expression of intention. 
































‘These terms the Muntazzim-ed-Dowleh and Salar Ashraf telegraphed to Tehran, 
and in reply the Sardar-es-Zaffar and Amirs Muffakham aud Mujahid were ordered to 
proceed to Tehran vid Ispahian, 

At the same timo the Medjliss ordered Agha Nurullah, the most influential cleric 
in Tspahan, Haji Mirza Ahmad Daulatabadi, Motamid-i-Khakan, and Lowacul-Mulk, the 
first threo to go to the Bakhtiari country and arrange terms of peace, the last named 
to collect such sarbaz as tho Sardar-es-Zalfar had with him and bring them b: 
Tspahin., ‘These persons went to Buldaji and Chigakhor and dispersed the opposing 
forces, afterwards going to Junaghun and Shahrak, at which latter place a meeting 
was arranged between the Amirs aud peace concluded ; after which all persons 
concerned went to their homes, the Lewa-ul-Mulk taking the sarbaz with him to 
Ispahan. Nazir Khan, Sardar-isJang, having left his governorship in Yozd without 
the permission of the Central Government, arrived in Dizak on the 22nd September. 
‘Two days Inter he wrote to the Sardar-es-Zaffar, saying that he was pre 
eithor peace or war, whichever he liked, but required an answer at once, A mectinse 
was arranged betweon these two at Shahirak, at which korans were sealed and exchanged 
promising to koop the peace. 

‘the latest news to hutid i that th 
Amir-i-Mujahid, and the Mish 
the Sarda far loft Ju 
Toft Dizak on tho 20th Sopte 

Such were the 
effects, 

Tho canse 
ange was th 
families, whic 
supreme and. tn 
and schemes without ie interforence 
Accontuated in this case by the gre 
and Haji Khusro Khun, Sardaros-Zalfur 
on the Soulot was a deep move on tho part of 
fam r cmbroil and cause « split betn 

tho Souilet, should the i 
‘or pit them in false position should the 

In my opinion, had Yussuf Kh 





Tam informed that ad interim the tribal executive is vested in Ziya-os-Sultan and 
Salar Ashraf, and that it is proposed to appoint Nazir Khan, Sardar-iJang, actin, 
Mkhani, and Yussuf Khan, Amir-i-Mujahid, acting begi, for the coming winter and 













ring. 
aivifhe latter appotstiment im in my opinion, owt unfortunate, for go long as this 
man has any hand in the tribal executive, so long will there be constant trouble to 
British interests, which Yusuf Khan looks upon merely as concerns to be squeezed for 
the satisfaction of his own boundless rapacity, 

In conclusion, T would beg to inform you that T have been confidentially informed 
from well-informed souzces in the Bakhtiari that somo members of the Ikhiai family, 
most particularly the Sardaros-Zaflar, desire, should opportunity prevent {tell the 
winter, to pick a quarrel and raise trouble with the Sheikh of Moliammerah, a9 they 
attempted to do last year, but failed. 



























































Thayve, &e, 
J. RANKING, 























Muntazzim-ed-Dowleh, Mu 
loft Shalamzar on the 











[1690] No. 5. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—( 






























ved January 16, 1911.) 





No, 225.) 
ge ‘Leliran, December 6, 1010, 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 324 of the 4th Novembor and subsequent 
telegraphic correspondence, I havo the honour to transmit horewith copy of despatch 
from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz giving a full report on the riot which tok, 
place at that town on the Gth ultimo, and during which oleven Jews wore killed and 
fifteen wounded. 

: Thave, &e, 


G. BARCLAY, 
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ly and their 
with their cousins, the Ikhani fanily, 
eto do so. 





Enclosure in No, 5, 
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abe bea tise Acting Consul Smart to Sir Gl. Barelay. 
















Haklitiart country at the tine, the situation, which was almost eutirely engineered by Wo. 49.) ony, 
them, would never have As an examplo of the enmity which oxists between Sir, Shiraz, November 9, 1910. 
the two families and 








r lengths to which a man of Yussuf Khan's stamp will go may 
be cited the following, of which I learat from confidential sources while 
Bakhtiari country lately, 
-, Jt sas reported to mo from a credible source that wl 
ant, fn conju 
secretly 





WITH reference to telegraphic correspondence ending witht my telegram No. 80 
of the Gth instant, T have the honour to submit a brief account of the riot which took 
place on tho 30th'ultimo. 

Between $ and @ Aat a mob, bearing the corpse of a isl, a Musslman, they 
‘aid, whom the Jews tid murdered, burst. into the compound of the Government, 
House, and rushed to the innermost court, where Kawam-ul-Mulk then was. Kawern 
asked the rioters to leave the corpse there, and go to the Department of Justite to 
Complain in a logal manner. ‘The rioters refused to leave tho corpse, which, apparontly, 
was in a decomposed state, and rushed to the Courts of Justice, which they forthwith 
Sicked. Not an article of furniture was left, and nearly all the archives, including 
numerous invaluable legal documents, &., were destroyed or carried! off. ‘The riots 
then returned to the inner court, where Kawai was, and bogan to monaco ing ae 
‘seized a rifle from one of his guards and fired over the rioters’ heads, the guards 
following suite, ‘The mob at once fled out of the compound and proceeded. to vttck 
the Jewish quarter. Nasr-ed-Dowleh happened to bo just then coming into, toma 
The mirza of M. Nataf, Directeur de 1'Alliance israélite, met him with a message 
from x josh Ttwesting guards for the Jowish quarter. Nasrt-Dowieh at once 

i ic 






he 


ile at Chigakhor Yussuf 
on with the Heshmet-ul-Mamalik, plotted to have the Amir-i-Mulfi- 
inated, as a reprisal for the death of Azizullah Khan, brother of 
Heshmet, who sas killed in 1909 by the Royalists in the operations prior to the capture 
of ‘Tehran, ‘The Amir, however, was forcwarned, and was so enabled to avert the 
danger, |The elfects of the recent troubles have been of two kinds, viz, + (a) the effect 
internally on the Bakltiaris themselves ; (b) the effec ally, with one ramification 
of which ouly—viz., British interests—I will deal :-— 


(a.) ‘The internal effect has been a direct ain for tho tribesmen, to whom the 
hans havo had to pay large sums in subsistence allowance ("airs") for forces 
thaintained, not to. mention anus and ammunition given to them, while to the khans 
the situation has resulted in no gain whatever—on the contrary, in a very appreciable 
Tos the expenditure of some 60,000 tomans and an accentuation of the fecing of 
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tolegrams, If he had no premature knowledge of the riot he certainly, by these 
telegrams, did his best to make it appear that he had. Of course, without an enquiry, 
which, under present circumstances is impossible, Soulet’s complicity cannot be 
‘provell; but the presumptions are, in my opinion, so strong as to amount almost to 
certainties, 

On the evening of the riot the new Cabinet came to the telegraph office in Tehran, 
hut the Ministers, as soon as they heard that Shiraz was quiet, hurried away without 
listening to the requests of the local authorities. ‘The Fars deputies, who were also at 
the telegraph office, sent a telegram to Soulet urging him, for the good name of Fars, 
to recover the property looted from the Jewish quarter by his tribesmen. ‘The telegram 
was dolivered on the morrow, while Soulet was sitting in conference with somo of the 
merchants who wished him to keep open the Firruzabad road, Soulet affected to be 
much hurt by the accusation that his tribesmen had plundered anything. He broke off 
the conference with the merchants, and refused to bo responsible for any road to 

wis merely a comedy, as, in any case, the season of the 

to an end. ‘The muleteers report that the grain is almost 

exhausted on that road, which, therefore, is no longer so profitable to Soulet. As 

will for the next few months be quartered near Jirrah it will now be more convenient 

for him to open the Jirrah route, that is to say, after he has obtained some of his 
desiderata by interrupting all traflie with Bushire. 

‘The Fars and in Shiraz is very unsatisfactory. All the roads are now 
closed to caravan traflic, aud the isolated town is in a precarious situation. However, 
the proclamation of martial law and the departure of Soulet from the neighbourhood of 
tho town have had a good effect on the situation, which, for the moment, as slightly 
improved ag far as the town is concerned. If the Persian Government. will only 
dispatch a Governor-Cencral without further delay the local authorities should he able to 
minintiin order in the town itsclf. Of course, unsupported by the Central Goverument, 
with only about 400 loyal troops, with 1,500 disaffected, unpaid troops, with 1io money’ 
with Soulet intriguing through Nasrul-Mulk, Beha-es-Sultanch, Amir-ul-Mulk, Seyi 
Abdul Hussoin Lari, &e,, the local authorities are unable to inf adequate ‘punts 
ments on the rioters. This impunity will certainly not tend to discourage the disorderly 
Glements, and the local authorities will have to exercise vigilance to prevent another 
outbreak, 
















































Thave, & 
W. A. SMART, 








[1692] No. 6. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Recoived January 16, 1911.) 


(No, 226.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 6, 1910. 

T HAVE tho honour to enclose, for the information of the War Offic« py of 
inemorandum drawn up by His Majesty’s acting consul at Kerm: hah, which deals 
with the positions of the prinefpal tribes and the more important modifications whic 
avo taken place in Ukr eatons and policy during the last summer, 

ave, 

G. BARCLAY. 





















Enclosure 1 in No, 6. 
Acting Consul Knox to Sir G. Barelay. 


0, 82,) 
i Kermanshall, November 1, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, on the occasion of the annual 11 
Of the local tribes to their winter quarters, in the neighbourhood of Kasr-iSbirin, 
memorandum dealing with the actual position of the Principal tribes and the mo 
important modifications which have taken place in their relations and policy during 
the past summer, 














Thaye, &e. 
G. G. KNOX. 


























Enclosure 2 in No. 6. 







Memorandum by Acting Consul Know 





OF the many tribes of Kurdish origin who form the dominant part of the popula- 
tion of North-Western Persia, seven distinct divisions fall within the limits! of the 
Kermanshah province. ‘These are as follows :— 








Kalhors—A Shiah tribe, having their summer quarters in the district of 
Haranabad and Mahidasht; in winter they migrate to the warm pasture lands between 
Kasr-iShirin and Mandali. Daoud Khan, a capable but illiterate tribesman of obscure 
origi, seized upon the chieftainship some ten years’ ago, displacing the former 
hereditary Ikhanch, Mohamed Ali Khan. ‘The laiter is still living at’ Kermanshah, 
but has few supporters in the tribe. He occasionally serves as a tool in tho intrigues 
of the Governor-General against the present chief, ‘The Kalhors consist of somo 
10,000 households, and are required to supply a regiment of infantry; this does not, 
however, at present exist. ‘Their maliat is assessed at 20,000 tomans’ Daoud Khan 
disposes at all times of a force of 2,000 horsemen, which ean without difficulty be 
increased to 4,000. His personal revenue is estimated at 100,000 tomans, He has 
two residences, one in the neighbourhood of Harunabad and the other in Gilan. 

Guran.—This tribe, whose limits reach from Gahwareh in summer to Kasrei-Shirin 
in winter, belong by religion to the Ali-ul-Iahi, an advanced Shiah sect, ‘They consist 
of some 0,000 households, and furnish a rogiment of soldiers, ‘The horeditary chief 
Hussein Khan, Salari-Mansur, disposes of 600 horsemen, 

The Sinjabi, in religion part Shiah and part Ali-ullahi, are established. betwoon 
Jewanrud and Kasr-i-Shirin, From some 2,000 householls they furnish 1,000 horsemen, 
of whom 500 are under the orders of Shir Khan Samsam-ul-Mamulek, the prosent 
chief, Habibullah Khan, son of the former chief, Ali Akbar Klian, a cousin of Shit 
Khan, has recently, at the instigation of Daoud Khan, thrown off his allogianee, and is 

1g the chiefiaincy, 
Established in summer near Kerend, and in the winter uorth of the 
be amounts to 4,000 householis, furnishing to the Government one 
regiment of soldiers, and to their hereditary chief Titeshumeul-Manialek, 460 horsomon, 
are by religion Ali-ul-Ilahi, 
he Alomadacand, wader th 
ndage, 













































chieftainship or Futh-es-Sultanch, live chiofly by 
‘Their summer quarters are in the immediate ighbourhood of Kerman- 
shah, the winter to the north of Kala Sebzi. There are 1,000 households, Shiah and 
Ali-ul-Iahi, which provide 400 horsemen, 

Kuliaii—A Shia tribe, without winter quarters, situated between Bisitun and 
Assadabad. ‘They have 4,000 households with, approximately, 2,000 horsemen. ‘There 
is no permanent chief, but in his place a governor appointed to Sungur from Kermane 
hah, This positon is at present old by Assud-ed-Dovleh, son of Molitesham-ods 

wlel 

The Zenqueneh, together with the Osmanayand and two minor tribes, in all 4,000. 
Households, supply « regiment of soldiers. They are permanently established. south 
and south-east of Kermanshah, with no winter quarters. ‘Vhoir chief, Zahorul-Mulk 
Mohamed Reza Khan, has personal force of 200 sowars. He has considerable 
influence among the Kuliaii and Almudav: 

























Apart from these seven main divisions thore are many. small. somisindepondent 
es, of whom the most important are the two Sunni groups established near Kast-i- 
in, the Bajelan and Sherafbayeni under the chieftainship of Shuja-os-Sultan and 
Shahab-ul-Mamalek respectively. ‘They live in the vicinity of the oil wells, and provide 
somie 600 horsemen, 

The Kakavand, whose limits are outside the technical boundaries of the Kennan- 
shah province recognise no chief. ‘They incipally by brigandage, and serve 
frequently as scapegoat for robberies com their vieinity by other Lurs. 
sn ot limits of these tribes are thus confined to a narrow strip of territory, reaching 
jasummer to the Hamadan Mountains and in winter to Mandali and Kaer-i-Shirine 
Their livelihood is’ gained by breeding baggage animals, eattlo, and: sheop, supple. 
mented in many cases by brigandage on the high roads or raids on’ the villages of the 
more sedentary population. ‘Tho Kuliaii, Akmadavand, and Kakavand are particularly 
Tees for their predatory habits, for which their situation is most advantageous, 


‘The Saloon the other hand, though occupying a considerable part of the sain road, 
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border of Luristan, supported by a hitherto unknown cohesion among the Lur tribes, 
and the alliance between Samsain-ul-Mamalek, Sinjabi, and Ibrahim Pasha, may all not 
improbably react in great measure on the Kermanshah province. 

Tt is very generally belived that there is at least a tacit understanding between 
Daoud Khan and Sardar Akram to lend one another mutual assistance in the case of 
attack, and in the event of action being taken by the Persian Government against 
Daoud Khan this might entail grave consequences. On the other hand, Daoud Khan 
stands in a somewhat precarious position towards the vali, on account of his open 
support of Amanullah Khan, aud, slioul this chieftain take active monsurens ite gece 
unlikely that Sardar Akram would come to his aid after his own unpleasant experience 
three years ago of the strength of Pusht-i-Kuh, 

More serious, however, than this reputed agreement is the alliance of the 
with the JaFi-Muradi, Tbrahim Pasha has, it appears, given a definite undertaking, 
supported by substantial pledges, to afford more than adequate assistance to Samsanme 
uul-Mamalok in the event of an attack in: fore by the Kall iting has already 
taken place near Kasr-i-Shirin, and Habibullah Khan, the Sinjabi Pretender, supported 
by Daoud Khan's horsemen, has been temporarily ‘repulsed, Everything, however, 
points to a renewed attack in greater strength, and the local popula 
apprehensive, many having taken refuge in and around the customs buildings, Should 
such a movement take place it may 4} bly give rise to complications of an 
international character (any Turkish incursion near the main road having a far moro 
ostonsible importance than the continuous encroachments in outlying districts, which 
pass almost unnoticed), and would in all probability lead to a protracted dislocation of 
traflic, which, in viow of the impracticability of the southern roads, could not but cause 
much damage to onr trade. 

‘he 
Ber sini 
steadily: in 
subsequent tin ne paramount. At the present 
inoment, among all the tribes previously mentioned, that part alone of the Sinjabi who 
hold by Samsain-ul-Mamalek are definitely opposed to Daoud Khan, while the Kerendt 
profess a half-hearted allegiance to the Government. The remainder are all nore or less 
openly allied to him. He has moreover a good understanding with Zahoreul-Mulk and 
his family, and, in spite of tho news of the latter's recont arrest, the majority of tho 

esmon and 4 considerable party in Kermanshah are sa 48 to his reappo 
Mont as governor. It is uot altogether unlikely that the great progress made during 
tho past yeitr towards a realisation of Daoud Khan's ambitions may not react to some 
extont iu the same manner as the sudden rise of Sardar Akram, which has been, if not 
4 primary cause, at least a great encoun nt to the general anarchy now 
prevalent in Luristan, Needless to say, in the vicinity of a frontier aud-an important 
‘main road, such conditions would have more far-reaching restilts. 

‘Chis surprising ascendancy of the Kalhors must be ascribed entirely to the many 
conflicting causes which haye now to great extent undermined the formerly remark 
able influence of Nizwn-es-Sultaneh, ‘The allsimportant fnetor in this chango is the 
luck of money, by whieh the Governor-Goneral’s every effort has been hampered, 
When, in the earlier days of his governorship, he decided that the tribesmen could only 
ho brought to reason by active measures, he was obliged, in order to maintain even » 
most inadequate foree, to make considerable advances from his private purse, and to 
supplement these by unsatisfactory promises of payment from an alteady heavily 
mortgaged maliat, the administration of which moreover was in the hands of a personal 
enemy, whose constant intrigues seem to have been looked on without disapproval by 
the contral Government. After displaying for a few months great energy, and winning 
for himself a most wholesome respect, Nizam-esSultanch was finally compelled to 
realise the emptiness of all promises of support made to him by the Persian Government, 
He was then seized with doubts as to the ultimate reimbursement of his early expendi- 
ture, and in order to put an end to this, and at tho same time to secure a proffered 
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}ribe of 5,000 tomans, he concluded with Daoud Khan the unfortunate agreement which 
terminated the active operations of the early summer. Even before this he had suffered 
considerably from the intrigues of many of the leading men here, whose interests and 
sympathies were closely allied with those of Zaher-ul-Mulk, the ex-governor, and further 
from a continual undermining of his authority by the petty pretensions of the three 
newly constituted municipal institutions, whose costliness and ineflicieney were alone 
soficiently harmful. The unwarrantable claims of thees functionsries appeat to havo 
met with the fall support of the Government, who seem furthermore to have given no 
tangible satisfaction to the very reasonable complaints of Nizam-el-Sultanch against his 
personal enemies, nor to his constant demands for moral and material aid, His former 
authority has thus by now dwindled almost to extinction, Whutever therefore the 
consequences of this neglect may be, the blame should attach entirely to the central, 
and not the local Government. 

Many sweeping reforms would thus seem needful to ensure any at all final solution 
of the present unsatisfactory situation. It would nevertheless seem possible that, if tho 
Persian Government were to take the matter seriously in hand, Nizam-cs-Sultanch 
would still have a reasonable prospect of putting an end to Daoud Khan's dangerous 
preponderance, It would primarily be essential that a considerable sum of money 
should be placed at the governor's disposal, and that adequate precautions should be 
taken toensure that too great a partof this would not be diverted towards the reeupora- 
tion of his early expenditure, and, above all, that this sum should be obtained from a 
source which would render it immune from the ravages of local greeds and jealousies. 
‘The course, constantly suggested by Nizam-os-Sultanch himself, of supplying him with 
troops from outside his provinee, would appear a good one, but this also has many 
drawbacks. Tt would seem unlikely that the Persian Government could, for somo time 
to come, spare an adequate force, and even should this be forthcoming, tho presence 
of strangers, and more particularly Bakhtiari, might work dangerously on tribal 
susceptibilities, Perhaps, however, the most satisfactory solution, and one that 
Nizam-es-Sultaneh appears long to’ have been aiming at, would be that, after the 
Governor-General has been allowed real facilities for raising. locally a sufficient force, 
the Persian Government should hold out to the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh some attraction 
capable of inducipg him to throw in his lot with the Government. 'This course would 
not seem unduly dangerous, since, on any previons occasion when the forces of 
Pusht-i-Kub have shown activity outside their own territory, their action has been 
rapid and decisive, and has inyariably been followed by a speedy retirement within 
their own borders, 

G, G. KNOX, 


Kermanshah, November 1, 1910, 





(135) No. 7, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 2, 1911.) 


(No. 228) 


Telwran, December 18, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 209, my telegram No, 469, and your telegram 
No, 952 of the 12th, 15th, and 22nd ultimo respectively, I have the hionodr to transmit, 
further documents ‘in regard to the intention of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to 
drill for oil in Mobammerah territory and the expedieucy of coming to a friendly 
understanding with the sheikh with regard thereto, 
Thave, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 7. 


Consul-General Cox to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 81. Confidential.) 


Sir, Bushire, November 6, 1910. 
WITH reference to my despatch dated the 2nd October, 1910, T have the honour 
to submit, for your Exeelleney's information, a copy of correspondence on the subject 
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‘of the intention of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to bore for oil in Mobammerah 
territory and the expediency of coming to a friendly understandi~g with the sheilh in 
Togurd thereto, 
Thave, &e, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 7. 


Acting Consul Wilson to Consul-General Cox, 
(Gonfidenti) 
ir, Mohammerah, October 28, 1910. 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with my letter dated the 
27th August, 1910, [ havo the honour to forward aopiey of further. entrespondenco 
which has reached mo on the subject of the proposal of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
(Limited) to drill at or near Ahwaz, : 
2 It will he seen that the managing director is prepared to put before his board 
‘a proposal that, the company should ike to pay to the sheikh per cent. on. the 
profits of any oil obtained within his territory, and aks for an expression of your views 
‘on this proposal. 4 
a1 appuary/ Chad, OiGh proppeiorag tae Lloyd’s mind when the agreem 
between the company and the sheikh was in the making at Ahwaz, and as it 
substantially the same oy the present arrangement between the company and the 
BAL Glia Chase aeaay hens Aeadacsland Me Dlogatceeaemade that, 
in his mind at all that this friendly arrangement should be on the ba 
mado by the company with the Baklitiari.” L submit, therefore, that my interpretation 
of the “undertaking, as given in my letter of the 26th August to the company, ix 
substantially accurate, f Fe 
4, If this arrangement be agreed to by the board, I © no difficulty in 
hogotiating a mutually satisfactory agreement between the sheikh and the company, 
the rent for the lands being nil until oil is struck and not over 1% per acre if this 
contingency should fortunately occur, 
Thave, &e. 
A. ', WILSON, Lieutenant, L.A. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 7. 
Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co, to Acting Consul Wilson. 


Mohammerah, August 30, 1910. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of the 
27th instant, contents of which we have carefully noted. We will submit your letter 
to our directors for their consideration, but we haye the following remarks to make in 
connection therewith :— 


So far as this company is concerned, his Excellency the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
has no locus atandi in the matter, ‘The Persian Government sold in 1901 certain 
rights aud privileges to this company, As you are aware, a very heavy price was paid 
for these. If, on the company proceeding 10 exerciso these rights, obstruction is placed 
in its way by'a wooond patty who elimi that the Persian Gorerninent sold to him also 
the same dat a heavy price, the company’s recourse against such obstruction 
Ties not with that second party, but with the Persian Government. 

‘This seems to us to be a case where the company must, if and when it becomes 
necessary, rely on ‘Tehran to accomplish its aims, looking to the fact that it merely seeks 
to exercise a tight bought from and paid for to the Persian Government, 

‘And stich pressure cau very well bo brought to b 
any claim for damages put forward by the company for failure of the Persian Gove 
ment to secure for it free of obstruction all rights tinder its concession, ean, if necessary. 
he enforeed by forfeiture of the share in profits to which the Persian Government would 
in due course become entitled, 

We are unaware what price his Excellency the Sheikh of Mohammerah paid in 
1903 to the Persian Government for vights apparently sold in 1901 to the company, but 
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we think it very improbable that he gave a greater quid pro quo than the company 
Tins done, so that however much his Excelleagy tho slveish cline that his ighta sauce, 
be respected the company is in a very strong position to insist that its prior rights 
aoe be pea Looking, however, to the fact that his Excellency the sheikh 
did not claim mineral rights in June-July 1909, we think it unlikely that he will 
claim them now. 

Tt appears to us likely that had he seriously considered he bad any claim to 
mineral rights in June-July 1909, he would have produced his firmans at that time, 
especially as you report that he had a general recollestion that he had complete 
rights. 

er We tink you will agree that it would be very unlike his Excelleney the sheikh 
to give upanything that he thought he could legitimately claim or, possibly legitimately 
get by “‘bluti” Undoubtedly this company would expect to be compensated, if it were 
necessary to pay a second time for what has already been purebased, but’ then the 
‘company does not propose to act in any such manner, 

We are instructed, as already advised you, that henceforth the directors propose to 
act strictly on the lines of the concession, Fasagraph 8, frst sentonco of your letter 
appears to us to contain the crux of the position, You suggest financially interesting 
his Excellency the sheikh in the prosperity of the wells at Ahwaz, if worked, ‘The 
company ts already given an undereaking to malo womo aneablo ‘arrangement with 
him in the event of oil being tapped (naturally in the commercially paying quantities, 

you presume), but that has nothing whatever to do with the company’s right under 
its concession to prospect for oil at Ahwaz. 

‘We cannot agree with your remark that the company has been unbampered by the 
slightest local opposition, but that is a matter into which we need not enter here. We 
do not consider it necessary at all for the company to threaten his Excellency the sheikh 
with the wrath of the central Government at Tehran. We consider it necessary, to 
threaten Tehran, and if and when the sheikh obstructs the company in exercising its 
rights purchased from the central Government, our opinion being. as first stated above, 
that fiom the company’s point of view the sheikh haa no acu sand in she mater, 

We are sure the directors will give the subjectanatt ‘our letter under 
acknowledgment their very careful consideration, but their instructions to us indicite 
the unlikelihood of their agreeing to pay anything to his Excellency tho sheikh in 
excess of the surface value of the land’ taken up for the purpose of working. ol 
at Ahwaz, 


——<————— 
Enclosure 4 in No. 7, 
Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co. to Acting Consul Wilson, 


Mohammerah, October 26, 1910. 
IN connection with past correspondence on the subject of this company's propostl 
to drill for oil at Ahwaz, we have the honour to attach hereto extracts eo letters 
received from the managing director, dated the 23rd aud 30th ultimo, 
In accordance with the final sentence thereof, we will be grateful if you will 
forward the attached papers to the honourable the political resident, and seek on our 
behalf, any expression of his opinion or comment, which he may wish to make, 


Enclosure 5 in No. 7, 
Extract from Letter dated September 30, 1910. 


Conecssion—With reference to your correspondence with Lieutenant Wilaon én the 
‘question of the sheilkh’s rights, I would point out that the firman of January. 1903 only 
granted ‘the said lands” and “to exereise in the said lands the possessory rights of 
ownership of e1 ry kind.” This in most grants of this nature in other countries does 
tot cover “anineral rghto," whioh arv usually held aa being tho property of the ergival 


‘owner, unless specifically mentioned in the grant. ‘Therefore tho sheikh’s claim is weal 
in two respects :-— 


1. His firman is of later date than our concession, and therefore was subject to the 
Intter; and 
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2, There is nothing to show that the Persian Government, in granting that firman, 
ever intended to part with the mineral rights, which, moreover, at the date of the 
firman, were not theirs 


However, it is obviously to our interest to maintain the good-will of the sheikh, 
and if we can, without in any way admitting any rights on his part to minerals, get 
him to agree to some such arrangement as that suggested in my lust letter it will be 
considered: by my board. I should, however, like to. get (through Lieutenant Wilson) 
an expression of Colonel Cox's views on the subject, as any suggestion from him would, 
Tknow, carry great weight with my co-directors. 


Hxtract from Letter dated September 23, 1910. 


Drilling at Alncaz—With reference to the correspondence exchanged between 
yourselves and Lieutenant Wilson, Mx, Lloyd states that the undertaking given to the 
Sheikh wag neither more nor less than as stated in Colonel Cox's note, viz, that “the 
company would be inclined to come to some friendly arrangement with him’’—and that 
it was not in his mind ut all that this “ friendly arrangement” should be on the basis 
of that which was made with the Bakhtiaris under quite different circumstances, He, 
however, points out that Lieutenant Wilson was not present at the portion of the 
interview when this point was discussed, but only came in at the end, when all the 
points had been settled. 

He says that what he had in mind was that the sheikh might be given in some 
form or other the equivalent of the “3 per cent. on profits” which is what the Bakhtiaris 
will obtain by means of the shares they are to receive. The difficulty is that these 
profits cannot very well be defined in a way that would probably be satisfuctory to the 
sheikh, without the formation of a separate company—a step which my directors would 
not fora moment consider at the present time-—but if you think the sheikh would be 
satisfied with an undertaking from us to pay him 3 per cent, on the profits of any oil 
obtained within his territory (such territory’ to be clearly indicated and not to be open 

uch profits being based upon the same price for erude oil as is paid to the 

i Oil Company, and the Aoglo-Persian Oil Company's statement of these profits 

being accepted by the sheikh ag conclusive and final, without any question—{ will 

put the proposal before my board, although Ihave no’ reason for supposing that they 

would approve of such an arrangement and that they might not rather abandon 
altogether the idea of working wt Ahwaz 


Enclosure 6 in No. 7. 


Constil-General Cose to Acting Consul Wilson. 


‘Confidential, 
¢ ) 


Bushire, November 6, 1910. 
T HAVE the honour to refer to your lotter dated the 28th October and’ previous 
correspondence in connection with the plins of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company for the 
inception of boring operations in the territorial limits of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
and the terms which should or should not be made with him in ease of oil being tapped 
in paying quantity 

2, Th expressing his own ideas regarding — 


(L.) ‘Tho nature of the present rights of the sheikh and his tribesmen in the 
safe feraw which might fasly be offered him by the oil company as an amicable 
satistiction of them, 


the managing director is good enough to say that he would be glad to know my personal 
views, 
. 8 A. pronouncement in regard to the former problem seems to involve the 
investigation and settlement of both the following points :— 


(a.) The precise nature of the tenure and tights, if any, over and in the soil enjoyed 
by the sheikh and his tribes, anterior and to the time of the grant by the Persian 
Goverment of the D'Arey concession. 

(b.) The precise rights of the sheikh and his tribes in the soil since the grant of 
the firmer’ firman in January 1903, and how far they hold good against the rights of 
the oil company under the D'Arcy concession. * 


‘Then again the following two queries seem to be suggested by the record :— 


.) The company having in the agreement with the sheikh of the 16th July, 1909, 
seaeleageattat tbe oyu eeceare Gove is vested in the sheikh; could they make 
good to him the argument that the cognate right in regard to minerals is not also 
vested in him? 


his connection I would point out that in framing article 19) of the agreement 
isch emiiale coaelonen pocasite company and the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
Mr. Lloyd and I in consultation were ab pains, in the interests of the company, to alter 
tho wording of the article on this eubect nombered (11) in the draft seit to. His 
Majesty's Foreign Office with Mx. Wallnce's letter of the 9th June, 1909, and to omit, 
any pregnant allusion to minerals, 

‘The managing director's draft ran :— 

“(11.) The company as lessees of the land agree that all treasure trove 
throughout the lands leased to the company belongs to the sheikh alone, By ‘ treasure 
trove” is, meant gold and silver or precious metals in a natural state, or coins or objects 
of antiquity of the same metals.” 


In the agreement concluded this became :— E 

“ (13. The company, as Jawees of these lands agreo that all treasure trove 
throughout the land leased to the company and other lands given under this agreement 
belongs to the sheikh alone, By ‘treasure trove’ is meant coins, jewellery, and objects 
of antiquity.” 


Tt will be noted that the words in italics were omitted, 


(a,), Is it usual or necessary to regard the right to allow oF disallow boring for oil 
as a mineral right” properly 60 called?) In fact, is. the question of the possession or 
non-possession by the sheikh of * mineral rights.” generally, involved at all in the present 
project under discussion? 


T do not feel qualified to give an authoritative answer on any of these four 
questions, aud merely indicate them to make it clear that, according to my lights, the 
determination of thé real position of the sheikh and the company in regard to the 
question of the oil buring and “mineral rights,” would be by no means a simple matter. 

4, Holding this view, I cannot help thinking that were the company, in connection 
with their contemplated boring operations, to raise acutely the question of the incidence 
of “mineral rights” generally in Mohammerah territory, His Majesty's Government 
would be a good deal embarrassed to decide what attitude to adopt towards it, and it 
would further seem tome probable that in regard to the larger question, British interests 
might be found to lie in the opposite direction to the interests of the company in the 
particular project under omen 

What T mean is this, Tt, would apparently be much more to our advantage, 
having regard to the strong position which we occupy with reference to the ruler of 
Mohammerah, to contend that the sheikh did enjoy ‘mineral rights” in his, territory, 
in which case any future exploitation of minerals therein would, if we maintain our 
present predominient influence, naturally fall to British enterprise alone, rather than to 
concede that the central Government’ possessed the said rights, in which event the 
possibility of their placing some mining concession in Arabistan in a foreign quarter, 
over the heads of the sheikh and ourselves, could not be precluded. 

But my suggestion is that the right to allow boring for oil is not necessarily, if 
usually, mduded inthe term "mineral rights” and that iti at all events advisable in 
this case to disassociate the two if possible; and secondly, that it would bo to. the 
company’s own interests not to raise the specific issue or dissect the question of the 
sheikh’s precise rights, in either case in the present connection, but to have recourse to 
the alternative of an amicable compromise with him, 

5. Speaking of the form which an amicable arrangement might take, the managing 
direotor suggests that the company might pay the sheikh the surfuce value of the 
ground taken up and allow hi n something juivalent to 3 per cent. on the profits derived 
fiom the sala of tieimcone ail extnalenin bis territory, the figures of the company to 
he based on the price paid for the crude oil to the Bakhtiari Oil Company, and to be 
accepted without question by the sheikh. 

T find it difficult to express an opinion as to the fairness of this offer, or as to 
whether, if the sheilch referred to us for advice, as he would be sure to do, it, would be 
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cone which we could press him to accept without fuller knowledge of the portent, and 

robable results in practice of the arrangements in operation with the Bakhtiaris. 
Peas the managing director or the company’s agents would kindly supply further 
information on these points. I gather that the Bakhtiuris company and the 
exploitation company are merely offshoots of the main company without any separate 
interests, and, if s0, it would seem that the business interests of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company would lie in working the Bakbtiari company at no profit; the profit only 
ccurring at the stage where the oil came to be handled by the parent eompany. 

I quite sympathise with the latter. Having paid their price to the central 
Government for their concession, they naturally resent being called upon to repeat 
payments in other quarters for their privileges; but in this case we have to deal not 
with abstract truths, but with the actual conditions represented by an impotent 
central Government and an Arab sheikh enjoying a large measure of administrative 
independence, ‘The effect of these conditions is to my mind that the company's best 
interests would sutter, and our national interests as well, if they are to pursue their 
enterprise through the Persian Government in spite of the sheikh; and that, in the 
particular matter under reference, the sheikh would certainly ask our advice upon the 
torms offered him by the company. It is clearly necessary, therefore, that we should 
understand fully the real value to him of the terms offered, and that they should 
be such that, if referred to, we could honestl vise the sheikh that his interests were 
met thereby, and that he should accept them in satisfaction, 

6, This is the aspect in which the questions at issue present th 
and I shall be glad if you will communicate my views to the com) 

Mohammerah with my compliments, ing at the same time that it be understood 

that: they are given diflidence for what they are worth, and that I am quite 

unable to conjecture how far His Majesty's Government would or would not be 

inclined to endorse them, I xy are based on the belief that in their treatment of 

rulers of Mohammerah, with whom, throughout the life of their distinguished enter- 

ie, they will presumably be in the closest direct intercourse, a policy of dignified 

iation, within reasonable limits, will serve the permanent interests of the Anglo- 

rsian Oil Company, as well as our natural interests, present and future, far better 
than one of'a contrary character, 

Thave, &e, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 7. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Consul-General Cox, 


Sir, Mohammeral, November 9, 1910, 

1 HAVE tho honour to refer to’ th nally cited correspondence® on the 
subject of the proposal of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) to bore for oil at 
Ahiaz, and to forward in this connection a copy of a further communication, dated the 
8th November, which I have reesived from the managing agents of the company on the 
subject, together with a copy of my letter in reply thereto. 

2," It will be seen that the company, in violation of the second part of article 3 of 
their concession, propose to start work in the sheikh’s lands, without committing the 
‘company to any specific promises to the sheikh, and to temporise with him in the 
matter of terms, and in fiot deceive him, with the object of enabling them to bring 
pressure to bear on him from Tehran, Sooner than accede to such terms as they 

nted to tho Bakhtiari khans, they would, if necessary, abandon all idea of drilling in 
tho sheikh’s territory, a course, I need hardly add, which would meet with the enthu- 
siastic concurrence of his Exeelleney, who is hy no means anxious to see any more of 
the oil company’s activities than he does already. 


* Residency tologram of June 10; Residency letter of October 2 to Foreign Department (copy seat to 
rah covsulate fetter of October 28, 19 
eat Ir emceson; «The Hovernment rant lot the concessionaire the i 
nls oF buildings necessary for the samo object, with the content of the proprietors, om 
vcen bin abd then, without the latter bing allowed to alse claims of 
nature to surcharge the price ordinarily current for the lands situated in their respective localities.” 


Ww 


3. I have submitted a detailed statement of the sheikh’s position in the matter 
in the correspondence cited above, which came under review in your letter of the 2nd 
October to the Government of India; it seems therefore unnecessary for me to discuss 
the subject further, and I would beg that I may receive instructions as to the attitude 
that I should adopt in the matter, as I can seareely donbt that. the sheikh will not 
permit any work to be done by them in the said lands until the company has concluded 
fn agreement with him, as provided for in artiole 3 of their concession, 

4. [have forwarded of this communication, together with copies of my despatch of 
the 28th October, and of the sheikh’s firman for the Ahwaz lands, to His Majesty's 
Minister, Tehran. 

Thave, &e, 
A, T, WILSON, Lieutenant, I.A. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 7. 
Mesars. Lloyd, Scott, and Co, to Acting Consul Wilson. 


Mohammerah, November 8, 1910, 
WE have the honour to advise you, in eonneetion with this company’s proposal to 
coenmacnce drilling operations for petvolaum on the hills ab Abas, that the quostion of 
fan arrangement to be made,with his Excellency the Sheikh of Mohammerah has now 
boon fully considered and discussed by the board of this company, 
Tt has been decided that the course to be followed is for us to start our work 
without committing the com 
the sheikh, and, if and when his Exeo 


icy the sheikh, or that wo should have any dealings 
in the matter of “terms,” so creating a position which will enable us to 
represent to the Persian Government that they must take the necessary steps for placing 
ni to carry out the objeots of the concession purchased by this company 

ersian Government. 

As to the hich this company would be ultimately willing to make with 
his Excellency the Sheikh of Mohammerah, wo are instructed that the arrangement of 
these can be left till a later date, but the focling of our directors is that, in no event, 
would they be disposed again to agree to such torms as they were, under force of 

sumstances, compelled to grant to the Bakhtiari khans, even in the form indicated by 
‘our managing director in his letter of the 23rd September, an extract from which we sonb 
you with our letter of the 26th ultimo, 

Our directors further instruct us that, should any such terms be demanded by his 
Excellency the Sheikh of Mohummerah «nd, or, the Persian Government, they would, 
rather thin accede to them, and if no other course were left to them, abandon all idea of 
drilling in his Excellency the sheikl's territory, so leaving any oil there may be in such 
territory in stalin quo, since under the terms of the company’s concession, it would not be 
practicable for anyone else to take it away, 


Enclosure 9 in No. 7. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, and Co. 


Gentlemen, Mohammerah, November 9, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8th November, 
on the subject of the proposal of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to drill for oil at 
Ahwaz, and of the intention of your to do so without previously coming to a 

aurangement on the subject with tho sheikh 
. 2. His Majesty's Minister will be apprised in due course of the attitude and 
intention of your company in the matter, In the meanwhile it is my duty to warn 
you that I consider the action proposed to be contrary to the second clause of! 


article 3 of Mr, W. K. D'Arcy’s concession, and ill-caleulated to further the interests 
[1ves} F 
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of your company in Arabistan. Further, that I shall, as at presen‘ advised, be unable 
to support you in the course you now propose, and that any action you may take in 
Jrursuanee thereof will be npon your solo Fespona bility, 
Thave, &e. 
A. T. WILSON, Lieutenant, I.A. 





[51] No. 8. 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 2, 1911.) 
(No. 490.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, December 27, 1910. 


IN the course of the conversation which T had with the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
yesterday, his Pxcolleney told me that the latest proposals which the Persian 
Government had submitted to M. Poklewsky for the settlement of the question of the 
conversion of the Russian debt were still under the consideration of the Minister of 
Finance, ‘They had reference to the further sources of revenue which wore required 
to supplement the receipts from the northern customs in the event of the latter falling 
short of the amount of interest with which they were charged. ‘The Persian Govern- 
ent, seemed disposed to moet the wishes of the Russian Government on this point, 
but, if Lunderstood M. Sazonow aright, they desired that the engagements which they 
were prepared to take should only be put into execution in two years’ time, while 
M. Kokovtsoff wished to give effect to them at once. 

T took the opportunity of again suggesting to M. Sazonow that a settlement, of 
this long-pending question might afford Russia a reasonable pretext for withdrawing 
hor troops from Kazvin, Nency replied that, he would be only too glad if he 
could see his way to do so. They would, he added, have been withdrawn some time 
ago had not M, Poklewsky been so ill-advised as to attach to their withdrawal the 
condition that Russia's demands with respect to the prolongation of the mining, 

n and the importation of motor-cars must first be satisfied. 




















GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 








{19} No. 9. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 2, 1911.) 
(No. 929.) 
Sir, Constantinople, December 28, 1910. 
WITH reforence to my despatch No, 912 of the 20th instant, I ‘have the honour 


to forward herewith a despatch from His Majes! 


s consul at Erzeroum reporting further 
on reoont fighting at Khol, on the Turco-Persia 


frontier, 
have, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING, 








Enclosure in No. 9. 


Consul MeGregor to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 99. Confidential.) 

Sir, Erzeroum, December 18, 1910. 
IN view of the reticence of the Turkish authorities here regarding what is taking 

place on, the Tureo-Persian frontier, I venture to submit to you the following extracts 

rom private letters which T have received to-day from Mi, Saffastian, acting viee- 

consul at Bitlis, who tells me that hig information is derived from Tabsin’ Bey, military 

commandant wt Bitlis :— 


“You probably know that some notorious Kurdish brigands in Van—Mir-Mené, 
Sadik, Jaffer, Kadir, &—had fled last summer to Persia, and, like Haideranli Hussein 
Pasha, had taken refuge at Maku, under the protection of the sirdar in that. place. 
‘Theso were the Kurdish brigands, in addition to u certaixy Said Bey, of Mandan, for 
the capture of whom the Government of Van sent in August last some thirty Armenian 
fodais armed with Government weapons. On Persian soil, however, these brigands did 
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not keep quiet, They raided several frontier villages and did a good deal of harm to the 
undefended peasantry. : j 

“ At the beginning of October last the Vali of Van sent Mehmed Effendi, the 
chief of police in that town, to Maku to demand the delivery of these brigands from 
the sirdar. The sirdar is said to have replied that he did not harbour such 
disreputable persons; on the other hand, he suggested to Mir-Mené and others to hide 
themselves in the district of Khoi. ‘ 

“Mehmed Effendi returned to Zorovad, the Tarkish military head-quarters in 
Persian territory, and asked the commandant there to send military contingents to pursue 
the Kurdish brigands in question, who, in his opinion, were strolling in the neigh- 
bourhood of Khoi. Conflicts took’ place between these contingents and the Kurdish 
brigands, sided by Persian soldiery and Kurds, Serious losses are reported on both sides, 
Then the chief of police returned to Van empty-handed. Ae 

“ About three weeks: ago another bloody encounter took place near Khoi which 
lasted three days, Perfect insecurity prevails on the whole length and width of the 
Persian frontiet 





Mr. Safrastian’s informant further gave him to understand that the Turks 
intend to propose the Lake of Urumiah ag a line of demarcation between Turkey and. 
Persia, 


Thave, &, 
P, J. C, McGREGOR. 








G. Barclay to (Received Janua 
(elegraphic.), P, 
SOUTHERN roads note, 
Please refer to your telegram No, 369, dated the 30th December, and to my telegram 
No, 513, dated the 29th December. 
I propose to consider the five measures enumerated in note from Persian 
vernment in their order, 


Tehran, January 2, 1911. 








G 









(1.) The Governor-General Designate of Fars, Nizamn-os-Sultanch, has shown himself 
to be capable provincial governor in, the past, He started for Shiraz from 
Kermanshah at the end of November, and is expected shortly to arrive at Bushiro, 

In this connection please see my telegram No, 514, dated the 30th December, 
I forwarded in my despatch No. 237 of the 27th December, and due in London tho 11th 
January, a despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Cox, pointing out the probable ephemeral 
character of Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s co-operation with Persian Government for the protection 
of the main route. His Majesty's consul-general is of opinion that any programme, in 
onder to offer a hope of permanent improvement, must include the location in Pars of 
a large force of regular troops, to pat the local governor ina position to. enforco 
authority without having to turn to tribal chiefs for assistance, His Majesty's consul- 
genoral adds: “Existing chaos has taken years to evolve, and by any means which 
Central Government can unaided bring to bear can be effectively remedied in no shorter 
time.” 

(3.) It is reported that force from Tehran has passed Kashan en route for the 
south. No precise information has reached mo with regard to the threo regiments 
which are to reinforce it at Ispahan, but Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs assures mo 
that 2,500 men will leave the former town for Shiraz without delay. 

(4.) Hussein Kuli Khim informed me that the Government proposed to set aside 
1,500,000 tomans inorder to re-establish order in the south of Persia, For the purpose 
of deciding the portion of proceeds of loan to be devoted to cach Ministry a committee 
lias been formed. A system of control is also to be elaborated by this committee, 
which includes five Europeans from the customs and postal administrations, 

(6) Frunderstand that the European olicer referred to as now serving under 
Persian Government is an Italian, General Maletta, who has drawn pay from Persian 
Government for a long time, I have no great confidence in his capacity. With 
regard to officers to be borrowed abroad to reorganise thie gendarmerie, no authoritative 
information is available as to the country to which an ‘application will be mado now 
that proposal made to Ttalian Government has been refused, but at one time it was 
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‘eertainly proposed to turn to Sweden, and it is still probable, I believe, that such a 
‘course will be adopted. 


Provided that the Persian Government perseveres in its endeavours to support 
NizammccesSultaneh with troops, ad places itelt in u position to do ao by obtaining the 
consent of the Medjliss to the loan which the Imperial Bank of Persia is willing to 
anil, fleaew Governcr-Gonevol of Kate should, Hotare the end of tle winta: have at 
hiis disposal a body of troops of sufficient strength to give him a fair chance of dealing. 
with the situstion with, or independently GF the ‘esistanc of Soulebod-Dowlele 
Money, however, is a sine qué non, and unfortunately the prospects of the immediate 
Tealisation of the loan are hampered by a certain amount of opposition due ostensibly 
to foars lest the handling of the funds may not be under proper control, but more 
probably to the jealousy of parties anxious to benefit thereby. I'am, therefore, unable 
to speak with any confidence of the chances of the Nizam. 

To induce the Persian Government to agree to our scheme will, on the other hand, 
be extremely difficult ; my efforts to induce Hussein Kuli Khan to entertain the idea of 
making a spontanoous application for our officers have proved entirely unavailing. 
Public opinion probably recognises the special qualifications of Indian officers for such 
work, but the conviction that, Russia would reply with analogous demands in the north 
if they wore engaged is so widespread that there would be no chance of the Medjlis 
approving a proposal for an application in the sense desired, and I do not believe 
the ordinary methods of diplomatic pressure would suflice to induce the Persian 
Government to accept our schome, while we might be led further than we wish if we 
attempt to imposo it, 

Although tho measures enumerated in. the noto from Persian Government 
demonstrate that the Central Government is making every endeavour to restore 
order, it is impossible at this juncture to appraise the valuo-of some of the steps 
Projected. 

His Majesty's Government might in thes cs be disposed to temporise 
and to watch the further develop sures to be taken by Pai 
Government, hofore making any statement with regard to the course they will puns 

A non-committal reply might in this ease bo returned to Pe 
If this moots with your concurrence, Iwill submit a dh 

‘The reply should, I prosume, state that His Majes 
to the surchargo on southern customs, at any rate for the present, 
their scheme. I think that if you’ desire to make any reserves with regard to 

they also should be made forthwith. In our reply the attention of 
Persian Governmont might furthermore be drawn to the desirability. of expediting 
tho conclusion of the loan with the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
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1319] No..13, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recoived January 3) 
(No. 4.) 
Gog hic) P. Tehran, January 3, 1911. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COX reports the presence in Bushire of Soulet-ocl 
Dowleh with 400 Kashgai and of certain other khans with their escorts, making a total 
of 1,000 armed tribeemen in the town. 

Persian Government gives me to understand that these men have collected to meet 
the Nizam-es-Sultanch, but Liontenant-Colonel Cox fears that they will get out of hand 
ifleft for long withoutemployment. 

‘At the suggestion, therefore, of His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire, I am 
pressing Persian Government to send orders to the Nizam, who is expected to reach 
Mohammerah to-morrow (4th January), to expedite his arrival at Bushire as far as he 
is able. 

‘At the same time, I have intimated to Persian Government. that it would bo 
necessary to land a force for the protection of Europeans from His Majesty's ships now 
in port if disorders were to break out in Bushire. 

A similar warning hag been transmitted to bot Soulet-ed-Dowleh and to the 
Governor of Bushire by His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, 


[326} No, 14. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived January 3.) 


Cri an P. 
RUSSO-C MAN relations. 
My telegram No. 3 of the Ist January. 
I was told this afternoon by M. Sizonow that a correspondent of the “Novoo 
Vremya”” had come to see (1 asked him how the negotiations with Germany 
were proceeding. He had told him that he had sent a draft project to Berlin, His 
had been, entirely misrepresented in the articlo which the correspondent 
atly published in tho “Novoe Vremya.” It was truo that in 1907 tho 
Government had addressed to the Russian Government a note of the nature 
ated in the article, and if any agreement resulted from the draft proposals now 
ed to Berlin such agreement would take the form of a reply by Russia to the 
German note. 


St. Petersburgh, January 3, 1911, 





(309) No. 11. 


te Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—Reccived January 3.) 
fo. 2.) 
Telogtaphic.) P. 

SWEDISH consul-genoral. 

Tn continuation of my telegram No. 489 of the 27th November, I havo the honour 
to report that General Schindlor has written to the Swedish Government, recommending 
the local manager of the Indo-uropean Telegraph Company, Mr. Cooper, as his 
auiecessor, 

‘Phis appointment would, T consider, be a suitable one. 


Tehran, January 3, 1911. 





(318) No. 12, 


nio.g) S70 Barelay to Sir Bdeard Grey—(Beccived January 3.) 
0. 3, 
blogeaphie) 2 Tehran, January 3, 1911. 

EX-SHAH. 

With reference to Sir F, Bertie’s telegram No. 1 of the 2nd January, I have the 
honour to report that the quarterly instalment of Mehemet Ali’s pension was paid over 
to the Banque nationale d’Escompte one day before it fll due, viz., on the 
20th December last, ’ 





No, 15. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


‘elographic.) P. Foreign Offieo, January 3, 1911, 
SOUTHERN roads. Your telegram No. 1 of yesterday, 
Please send text of draft reply by telegram. 


(309) No. 16, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rieo. 

(No. 3) 

(Welegraphic.) P. 
SWEDISH consul-general at Tehran. 
‘Tehran telegram No. 2 of the 3rd January. 
Tapprove recommendation of Swedish consul-general at ‘Tehran. 
Please inform Swedish Government unofficially. 


Foreign Ofice, January 3, 1911. 
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(236) No. 17. 
Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, 1911. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 30th ultimo, relative to the 
question of the restoration of order on the roads of southern Persia, I am directed by 
Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit. to you herewith copy of a telegram from His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran,° giving his views as to the measures which the Per 
Goverament have now proposed, and which in part they have already taken, with a 
view to deal with the situation. 

Tam to inform you that Sir B. Grey has instructed Sir G. Barclay by telegraph to 
submit, in accordance with his own suggestion, a draft of the reply which he would 
Propose to return to the Persian Government, and Iam to add that as soon as it is 
Feceived it will be submitted to you for any observations which tho Earl of Crowe may 
iwish to offer on the subject, 

Sir E. Grey is, however, of opinion that no. final decision as to the exact terms of 
the reply to be returned can properly be taken till the text of the Persian Government's 
note has beon received and considered, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(1695) No. 18, 
Sir @, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 16, 1911.) 


(No. 281.) 

Sir, Tehran, December 15, 1910. 
IT’ will be remembered that at the time of the recent: dissensions amongst the 

Bakhtiari khans in connection with Surdar Assad’s designs against the Kushgai chief, 


Souleted-Dowleh (gee my telegram No. 958 of tho Oth September), she Sheikh of 
Mohammerah showed a disposition to take part in the apparently impending conflict, and 
‘hat His Majesty's acting consul at Mohammerab, under my instructions, advised him not 
to interfere in the Bakhtiari quarrels, 

Theve now the honour to tranamit copies of two despatches addressed by His 


Majesty's consul-general at Bushire to the Government of India on the subject of the 
sheikh’s policy in relation’ to the Bakhtinris, As you will notice, the acting consul at 
Mobammerab, in a despatch enclosed in Colonel Cox's desi No, 69, surmises that 
the sheikh’s agreement with Soulet-ed-Dowleh, reported in 

and © subsequent agreement with the Bakhtiari kha 

keep the peace between the Bakhtiari and Soulet. 

collision appeared inevitable, and that the promises of support given by the sh 

to Amir Mufakl prevented hostilities between the two branches of the Bakhtiaris. 
However this may be, and although I concur with Lieutenant Wilson in thinking that as we 
‘cannot guarantee the sheikh against aggression, we should be as sparing. as possible in our 
tuvice to him in regard to his relations with the neighbouring tribes, I ean only: say 
that on each occasion during the past two years on which such advice has been tendered 
to the sheikh under instruetions from me, the situation appeared to me s0 serious as to 
warrant the action taken, Although Sardar Assad and his branch are undoubtedly 
hhoatilo to the sheileh, 1. see no indications of any intention on their part to institute a 
campaign in the Medjliss against him, the possibility of which is foreseen in Colonel 
Cox's despatch No. 79, but I have informed Colonel Cox that should such an eventualit) 
sppene likely I would tse my influence to prevent it, and chat T see no oljestion to in 
conveying amessage to this effect to the sheikh, 

Lioutenant Wilson, in his despatch, gives an account of the intrigues conducted by 
Aghw Rahim, the Bakhtiari Deputy-Governor of Dizful, on behalt of Sardar Zaffat, 
Sardar Assad’s brother, with the object of sed g Farhan Assad, Chief of the Cha’b 
Dubais Arabs, from his allegiance to the sheikh, As I have already reported in my 
felograms Nos. 485 and 494 these intrigues were successful, and hostilities followed 
Detween the sheikh and Fathan, resulting in the latter's taking refuge with the 


* No, 10, 
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Bakhtiaris. ‘The representations which I made on this occasion to Sardar Assad, 
though they did not lead to the surrender of Farhan, should cerve ae a useful. reminder 
to Sardar Assad of the interest which His Majesty's Goveroment take in the Sheikh 
‘of Mohammerah, and now that I am in possession of the details of the recent Bakhtiari 
intrigues aguinst Sheikh Khazal I shall seck an opportunity of speaking again to Sardar 
‘Assad on the subject, and I shall impress upon his Excellency that any disturbances of 
the status quo in the Sheikh of Mohammerah’s territory would be a matter of serious 
concern to His Majesty's Goverament, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 18. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Coz to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 69. Confidential.) 
Sir, ats Bushire, October 9, 1910, 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 66, dated the 2nd instant, I have the honour 
to enclose, for your Excelleney’s information, a copy of a further letter, with enclosures, 
which I have addressed to the Government of India in connection with the relations 
Detween the Sheilh of Mohammerah and his tribal neighbours, 

Thave, &e. 
P. Z. COX, Residont in the Persian Gulf 
‘and Consul-General for Pare, de, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 18. 


Licutenant-Colonel Coz: to the Government of India, 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, October 8, 1910. 

IN forwarding my last bateh of “Shiraz News” under cover of my letter, dk 
the 2nd instant, Teommented briefly on His Majesty's consul's evident,want of familiarity 
with the Sheikh of Mohammerah's position in regard to the Bakhtiaris and Kashgais, 
and consequent inability to appreciate the difficulties of it, I added that ax 1 was 
about to visit Mohammerah and should make a point of discussing the topic afresh with 
Sheikh Khazal, I would prefer to wait until I had dono #o before writing at length on 
the subject. 

2, Tt 60 happens that in the few days which have since elapsed T have received. 
from His Majesty's acting consul, Mohammerah, two communications referring to the 
same question, in the former of which he gives an interesting résumé of the inner 
history of recent events and description of the present position, ‘The papers are 
important, and it seems inexpedient to delay submission of them pending my return 
from Mohammorah; but time does not admit of my discussing them in detail before 
leaving. I can only say that, speaking generally, the views which Lieutenant, Wilson 
expresses diverge little from those I urged in the course of the telegraphic correspon- 
dence which took place in the spring just before and after my return from leave, 

Tsshall revert to the subject after visiting Mohammerab, 

Tam sending scopy of the papers to Tis Majesty's Minster for information 

have, &e. 
P. Z. COX, Resident in the Persian Gulf 
‘and Conaul-General for Fars, ce. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 18. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Lieutenant-Colonel Coz. 


{Gonfdential) 
ir, Mohammeral, September 20, 1910, 
I HAVE the honour to refer to the subject of the present dissensions of the 
Bakhtiari khans and the connection of Sheikh Khazal with their disputes. 
2 After further conversations with the sheikh and Haji Reis, I now beg to 
ain to the best of my ability the reasons whieh have led the sheikh to adopt a 
policy which appears at first sight to be one of interference in Bakhtiari disputes. 
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8, Tmay say at once that the sheikh is most anxious not to become involved in 
‘the kaleidoscopic polities of the Bakhtiari khans,and that any action he takes in regard 
to them is dictated solely by the, to him, imperious necessity of being on the winning 
fide and of preventing the alienstion of Arab tribes in the northern part of Arubistan 
from his influence aud rule by the intrigues of nominees of the khans, such as Agha 
Rahim, now at Dizful. 4 

4. We donot in any. way guatantes tho sheiEh against tribal aggression, and could 
not possibly do so ; it is for him to take such steps as he deems necessary to protect 
himself from such aggression. I submit that we cannot reasonably object to anything 
hedoes in pursuance of such an object unless it is plain that other and greater interests 
such as the integrity of Persia aro threatened by his action. ‘ " 

His relations with the Sardar Assad are too well known to require explanation 
hero, and [ will confine my narrative to the attitude adopted by the other khans to 
him during the year, as made known to me by the sheikh and Haji Reis, and confirmed 
in many instances by the independent information, in particular by the diaries of His 
‘Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, ae, 

6, Early this year Farhan Assad, chiof of the powerful Arab tribe which lives 
between the Diz and Shatait Rivers, was the recipient of many letters from Agha 
Rahim Bakhtiari, on behalf of certain khuns, urging him to abandon his allegiance to 
tho sheikh and throw in his lot with them. He took no action at the time on these 
letters, but sent them to the sheikh. : 

Simultaneously, Lut Ali Khan and Yusuf Khan, acting ilbegi and ilkkhani respec- 
tively, then at Ramus, were trying to injure him in various ways. A scheme was at 
‘one time concocted by these khans, with the assistance of various minor notables, 
notably, Gul Muhammad and Meshedi Hussein, of Ramus, to arrange an att 
one of Lynch's specie caravans before it had left the sheikb's territo 
belonging to tribes living in Ramuz, though owing allegiance to the sheikh in some 
cases, were collected, and instructions given to them how to act, but the scheme 
was frustrated, E understand, by an Arab who revealed the plot to the sheikh, 

6, Shortly after this, the sume two khans incited the Gunduzlu tribe to elo 
the Khurran’ lands, which are in the occupa the she 
remoust f day Assad and Sarda 

ig’ taxes therolrom, "ho. Sardar Aga 
tho claim of the Gunduzlu as baseless, but 1 bel 

ii Rois was sent. to, Ramu in April (vide my letter of the Sth May to His 
Majesty's Minister) to interview the acting ilkhani and ilbegi, and arran possible, a 
sotilement. 

7. He found that the Sardar Assad and the khans belonging to his family, viz, 
Nejet’ Kuli (Samsam-es-Sultaneh), Haji Khusran Khan (Sardar-¢5)Zaffir), and) Yusut 
Khan (Amir Mujehed) were, implacably hostile, and that no accommodation or recon- 
ciliation with them was possible. He therefore found it necessary in self-protection to 
ako, some armngoment with the opposite fiction, who were opposed to the Sardar 
‘Assad, but would, nevertheless, not be unwilling to join forees with the latter to attack 
the sheikh, should occasion arise, He made an agreement on about the 28th April 
with Lutf Ali Khan, whereby both sides agreed to stand by each other aud to render 
mutual assistance whenever the interests of either party were threatened, It will be 
recollected that a somewhat similar agreement, likewise inspired by suspicion and 
apprehension of the Sardar Assad’s intention, was concluded on the 15th April, a few 
days proviously, betwoen the sheikh and Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 

8. No action arose to test the strength of the bonds which were thus forged 
between the sheikh and his northern neighbours till July, when troubles between th 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh and Sardar69)Zaffar came to a head. The latter seems to, hav 

‘om the Sardar Assad to commence hostilities, and for @ time it 
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established, T am informed, an elaborate system of censorship and espionage in the 
telegraph administration. 

‘All important. telegrams by the Persian wire are repeated to ‘Tehran by the 
telegraph officials, and. occasionally (as in the case of the Soulet-ed-Dowleh) orders are 
issued to refuse any telegrams from one to the other. ‘The prohibition against. cypher 
or code is of course rigorously enforced. 

10, Luckily for all concerned better counsels prevailed amongst the Bakhtiari, and 
the elder khans intervened to prevent a collision with the Soulet. ‘Their action, it 
appears from Lieutenant Ranking’s diary No 23, was due largely to the attitude of the 
‘Amir Mofalkham, who declined altogether to be a party to the fighting, and even 
threatened to attack the Sardar@Zaifar’s troops in the rear if they persisted in their 
proposal, I can scarcely doubt that the agreement which Amir Mufakham concluded 
with the sheikh was to no small extent responsible for his refusal to countenance an 
attacks on the seks ally, Sonleted-Dowlsh, and it may therefore fly be claimed 
tht the sheikh’s relations’ with the Amir Mufakham have helped to. keop the 
between the Bakhtiari and the Soulet, i Deas 

_ 11, But, as remarked by Lieutenant Ranking’s diary No. 28, the determined 
aotion of Amir Mufukham in preventing collision between the Bakhtiari and the 
Kashgai greatly acorntusted the illfeeling between the rival clans of the former, and 
hostilities between them were on the point of breaking ont early in September, when 
Amir Mufakham telegraphed to the sheikh begging him to support him by taking ative 


1 entually compromised. by cox 
the Sth September promises of support. to the Amir Mufikham. ‘The contents of this 


telegra me to the knowledge of Lieutenant Ranking { a his telegram of the 
th 


‘ith x), and also no doubt to the Sardar Assad anc 
is no pretence of secrecy observed by Persian telogeaph offices. 

‘This telegram, if it did not astually turn the scale, had no doubt an important 
effect upon the situation on the Bakhtiari country, for a reconciliation was effected 
fow days afterwards, and the Sardar-es-Zaffar, who Lieutenant Ranking apparently 
considers to have been in the wrong throughout, was foiled in his attempt to involve 
the two families in hostilities. 

‘The matter for the time being rests here, but a reerndescenco of hostilities in 
fow months’ time is not improbable. 

14. I will now revert to the intrigues of Agha Rahim, Deputy-Governor of Dizful, 
on behalf of the Sardarg@Zaffar, mentioned in paragraph 12, supra. 

For the jast year Ahn Rahim has been constantly intriguing with Farhan Asad, 

Sb Dubais Arabs, and with Huldar-bin-Gha(ly of Che Al Kathir Araby, 
with a view to seducing them from thei allagiane to the Sheikh of Mohanmerah, 
need not detail the laborious stratagems by which Agha Rahim has attempted to 
consummate his ambition ; his efforts have not yet been erowned with. success, but he 
has disturbed these tribes sufficiently to cause Sheikh Khazal grave anxiety, 

Farhan, after three years of peaceful submission to the sheikh, attacked the 
*Anafijoh Arabs, who are tinder the sheikh, some three months ago, broke their dam on 
the Shaur, which has been constructed at the latter's expense, and ruined several 
thousand acres of cultivation. 

15. The sheikh gave him to understand that he would not hesitate to subdue him 
by force of arms (the army for the suppression of the Shushtar riots being then in 
readiness at Nasiri), and ou about the 20th August Farhan made his submission at 
Band-i-Kir, receiving a robe of honour from the sheikh, 
snagQuntetered by this temporsty reverse, however, Agha Rahim continued is 
intrigues, 

‘Ali Naki Khan, his deputy in the Balingan district, began to complain to the 
Haan Oat Hashana enbjeot of Cnecahelhhi iran attacking bls panels aad ps ug the 


w other khans, as there 
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Sardar-es-Zaflar, likewise deceived by Ali Naki Khan, at Agha Rahim's suggestion, into 
the idea that Farhan was instigated by the sheikh, wrote to the latter in a different 
Hissin saying that if the sheikh thought that sueh tacties could win him the governor- 
ship of Arabistan be was mistaken, and threatened him with vengeance by indirect 
means, 

The sheikh, believing Ali Naki’s complaint, which he had also received direct, to 
be true, had taken a strong line with Farhan, and threatened him with punialment, 
refiising to accept Farhan’s denial of complicity in the raids, He shortly afterwards 
Giscovered that Ali Naki and Farhan had met, showed each other copies of all telegrams 
reovived, aud made a compact against the sheikh. : 

16. Not long afterwards he got possession of an intercepted letter from Agha 
Rahim Bakhtiari to Sardagg-Zaflar, tho original of which [have seen. Tn this letter 
Agha Ruhim writes that, according to the Sie Zt ‘orders, he has succeeded in 
completely alienating Farhan from ‘our powerful enemy” (ie., the sbeikh), and that 
the Sardar-é9Zaffar and his associates should send down a promise to assist Farhan if 
he should openly rebel against the sheikh, 

The non-receipt in Ispahan of this letter delayed matters somewhat, but @ 
second letter of similar purport and the desired undertaking and sealed 
Koraus dispatched. ‘They are now in Fi We ‘ 

17. Aghu Rahim has also contrived to alienate Haidar-bin-Ghafil of the Al Kathir 
to some extent from the sheikh by similar means, and consequently, as a direct 
result of the SurdarGe-Zatfar’s intrigues, of which the Sardar Assad is no doubt 
Cognisant, if he is not actually the moving spirit, Northern Arabistan is threatened by 
serious disturbances. ‘This directly affects two important British interests. 

Messrs, Lynch Brothers! steamer at Shalili, 3 miles below Shushtar, and their 

taro nut unlikely to be attacked, and the oil company’s large establishment at 
les below Shalili and on the pipe-line in the Kharaan (vide map) 

lity has, I regret to say, already become 

bs entered the oil company’s camp at 

xl to haye stolen about 100, worth of 


ikh Farhan, who is sheltering them, 
he names of the band, 


but the report on the ficts of the 

Khazinoh indicates such a culpable negh precautions aga ery, and. such 
pithy uftor the robbery had heen discovered, that. 1 shall be very chary of press 
their olaim on the sheikh, particularly as there is nothing in his. 

Tiuble for such a loss. Bor the present, however, they are claiming from Parviz Khau, 
in whose jurisdiction the theft took pl 

19, ‘This is, however, a side issue, and its only bearing on the question under 
disoussion is that it shows that the internal disputes’ of the Bakhtiari and the Sardar 
‘Amul and Surdar4@-Zatlar’s ancient, hostility to the sheikh have an immediate bearing 
tipon the sheikh’s and upon British interests in Arabistan. Further, that the sheikh’s 
policy in intervening in the quarrel and supporting the Amir Mufakham is the course best: 
Mioulated to keep the peace in Arubistan and elsewhere and prevent loss to British 
interests, 

20. ‘l'o summarise briefly the conclusions to which T have been led hy the events 
outlined above, L beg leave to express my belief that the present policy of the Sardar 
‘Arin vised-vie his tribal neighbours is the one best calculated to further his own 
interests, which are in all respects identical with ours, He desires no increase of 
terntory or jurisdiction, and his repeatedly refused to take over the Governorship ot 
‘Arabistan, which it is at present impossible for any man to hold with credit to himself. He 
desires peace and a united hegemony of Arab tribes under his control, than which 
hothing could be more favourable to British interests. We are unable to guarantee him 
aagninst the aggression of his tribal neighbours, and in consequeuoe we ought, I think, 
te hesitate before dictating his policy in regard to his relations with other tribes 
unless it is plain that greater interests, such as the integrity of Persia, are 
threatened, 

21, The sheikh holds this view very strongly, Our attempt to prohibit his 
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agreement with Soule, on pain of foreting our fiendship, and our warning to im 
against having relations with the Vali of Pusht-i-Kub, still rankle in his breast, 

He says that we seem to intend to tie his hands and then leave him to swim as 
Dest he cant, for he is under no delusion as to the improbability of our affording him 
aslelbohive wappore ware kn’ to be attankdlby kus trail aoigtvonsa’, His nereerast 
with the Soulet and with the Amir Mufakham have, I submit, undoubtedly helped to keep 
the peace and not to break it, and we have no reason to look with suspicion upon his 
endeavours to prevent by diplomatic means a general conflagration, in which he mightat 
‘any moment become involved. ‘That the Sanlaxge}-Zaffar desires such a conflagration 
is plain from the intercepted letter of which I entfose a translation. 

‘More British capital has been sunk in Arabistan than in all the rest of Persia, and 
itis therefore of suprame importance to us to Keep the Arab tribes of this provines 
united under the sheikh, and not to suffer the latter's influence or power to be in any 
way curtailed, . 

Thave, &. 


‘A. T. WILSON, Acting Consul, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 18, 


Free Translation of Letter from Agha Rahim, Deputy-Governor of Dizful, to Sardar 
es-Zaffar and Amir Mujahid, dated 22nd Rajab (July 20, 1910). ‘Intorcepted 
en route and forwarded’ to the Sheikh. (Shon. to Hts Majesty's Conaut for 
Arabistan by Haji Reia on October 1, 1910.) 


I SENT a note to your address some time ago about Farhan and Haidar, I now 
write again, Dizful is at one with me, and they are going to send a special messenger 
to encourage tie Beal Turuf toile againat the shell 
‘The Sardar Arfa has collected an army at Nusiri and is there, and he is going to 
take steps to stop Farhan from spoiling our lands, 
By the beard of my father and on my head I assure you that all those reports about 
Farhan looting our lands are nonsense and untrue, The villages and lands are all right, 
dinar of damage done, But Farhan and Sardar Arf are now at loggerheads over 
y rumour that he had been attacking our lands, Kor ¢) port of the 


‘accordance with your eommands I sent all these reports, buth by letter 
and by wire. 


Thave turned all Arabistan agaitist the sheikh, 

Now is the time to turn your attention to this powerful enomy of yours, and to 
take steps. 

Thave not been remiss in the matter in your behalf 

If you will allow me I will arrange to ruiso all Arabistan against him, and without 
difficulty alienate all parts from him. 

Send a special messenger at once to Farhan and Haidar with letters of encourage- 
ment. Make yourself responsible for theit taxes that are due to tho Persian Government. 
‘This will alecate them fom tho sheikh, Send mo a special four-day messenger in this 
regard. 


Note on foregoing by Lieutenant Wilson, 


Haji Reis informed me that in pursuance of this policy letters inciting to rebellion 
inst the sheikh and sealed by the Amir Mujahid and Sardi flr were sent to 


Yatkan Assad, and Haidar-bin-Ghafil, and to the Beni Turuf, are now in their 
hands, 


Enclosure 5 in No. 18. 


Lieutenant Wilson to Consul-Genoral Coz. 
Sir, A. # Mohammerali, October 3, 1910. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour to enclose 
translation of a letter from the Sardar; to Haji Reis (the agent of the sheikh) 
which bas been shown to me today, and which, I think, fully bears out the statements 
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which I have ventured to make in my above despatch as to the attitude of the 
Sardar-es-Zaflar, he 
2 Lalso enclose an abstract of the reply sent by Haji Reis at the express direction 
of the sheikh, 
Thave, &e. 
‘A. T. WILSON, Acting Consul. 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 18. 


Rough Translation of Fetter dated 5th Rajab (July 12, 1910) to the Sheikh of 
‘Mohanmerah per Haji Reis, by whom it was shown on 3rd October to His Majesty's 
Consul for Arabistan, 


accept, and so will th 
sort for the moment. But it is quite 
It is truo that L 


Sarum-ul-Mulk to demand 
matter? If you had only rel 

it would havo been all right, but when it is know 
pressed here (Tohran) and had no choice. 


Note by Lieutenant Wilson. 


‘The above letter was in the Sardaréi9Zaffar's own handwriting, As will be seen 
from the enclosures to my No. 1046 the allegations of A. Rahim and Ali Naki that 
Farhan had raided the crops of the Sardar Z. were baseless, and made with the sole 
object of embroiling the sheikh with Farhan, ‘The insinuation that the Sagwand were 
raiding at the instigation of the sheikh is, of course, wholly without foundation. The 
reference to Zaidan lands deals with an incident at the end of last year when the 
Sardar Z's son was Governor of Behbahan, Sardar Z, wired to the sheikh not to pay 
the Government dues on the Sardar Z’s lands, which the sheikh farms. for him, 
Meanwhile, the, Sardar Z.'s son wrote to the sheikh demanding the said dues He 
was told that his father had given orders it was not to be paid, He referred to_his 
father, who wired to him to exact it hy force if necessary, The son sent the original 
telograin on to the sheikh, who then paid, but protested to the Sardar Z. at such 
behaviour, 


29 


Enclosure 7 in No. 18. 


Reply of Sardar Arfa through Haji Reis to Sardar Zaffar's Letter. 


(Absiraat) 
T HAVE read your letter to Haji Reis and your accusations as regards my conduct 
in matters touching Farhan. 

Tenclose a copy of all the telegrams that, passed between me and A. Rahim and 
‘Ali Naki and Farhan on the subject, I look after your lands better than my own, and 
have at no time attempted to raise Farhan against you, As a matter of fact, you 

v by now that the allegations of A. Rahim’ against Farhan were all untrue 
th & purpose. 
egards the Arabistan Government, which you say the Persian Government will 
not give it to me, you say that they will give it you, but not met But tho Sardar 
‘Assad writes to me that they cannot give it to me because they cannot make Persia “a 
country of tribes” by giving the Government to tribal heads," What are you writing? 
In face of this, how can they give the Government to you? ‘The matter is not one 
which I ean discuss. 

‘As regards your statement that you can raise all Arubistan against me, T am sorry 
that you should write in this strain it was not negessary, For the auke of A. Rabitn 
‘and halfa-dozen reealcitrants who live by fishing in troubled waters, you wish to raive 
trouble, Very well, make the experiment ; do what you eun, 


Enclosure 8 in No. 18. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Coz to Sir G, Barelay, 
(No. 79.) 
Sir, Bushire, November 6, 1910. 
inuati y despatch No, 65, dated the 2nd instant, I haye the honour 
to enclose, for your Bi aformation, a copy of a further communication which 
T have addressed to the nent of India on the subject of the Sheikh of 


Mohammerah's policy in relation to the Bakhtiari. T also enclose a ory of a telogram 
Ri 


from the Sardar Zaffar to the Sheikh of Mohammerah (through Haji 
11th October, since received. 

With regard to the concluding paragraph of my letter enclosed, I have no doubt, 
that your Excelleney would at once become aware if the Sardar Assad or other 
Bakhtiari did attempt to institute or put up, through the Medjliss, a campaign against 
the sheilth, in connection, for instance, with hisoil agreement or the grant of an irrigation 
concession to us, and that the influence of His Majesty's Legation, in communication 
with the sheikh and His Majesty's consular officers concerned, would be used in his 
favour. Perhaps a message to that effect could be given to the sheikh in reply to his 
request, 


wis), dated the 


Thave, &e. 
P, Z COX, Resident in the Persian Gulf 
and Consul-General for Fars, &e. 


Enclosure 9 in No, 18, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to the Government of India, 


% Bushire, October 23, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to take up the thread of the subject of Sheikh Khazal’s 
voligy in relation to his Bakhtiari and other tribal neighbours, where I left it in my 
Tetted, dated the 9th instant, to your address. 

3. I discussed this difficult. problem at length while at Mohammerah, both with 
the sheikh and Haji Reis, and the immediate practical outlook appeared to His 
Britannic Majesty's consul ‘and myself to be sufficiently pregnant. with troublesome 
possibilities to make it inexpedient to leave His Majesty's Minister without full 
Tiformation until a communication could reach him by post. 1 therefore endeavoured 
to give him a résumé of it on the 19th instant in a telegram of which T attach the 
purport, dated the 19th October, 

(1768) if 


Si 
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3, So far as concems particular events now in progress, it, will be seen from my 
second enclosure that the internal family quarrel lately rife between the two rival 
Goments of the Bakhtiari khans has been patched up, and, incidentally, that the 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh, Kashgai, has retired in dudgeon from that part of the arena, and is 
how resuming aotive intrigue on the Bushire-Shiraz region. In this connection, I may 
mention that, just. before my arrival in Mohammerah, the sheikh had received a 
message from him, in which he intimated that he now proposed to proceed slowly to 
Kaverun, to give security to the Shiraz-Bushire road, along the telegraph route, In 
any caso, for the present, Sheikh Khazal is not concemed with the Soulet, and bas 
hough to cocupy his time and thoughts in the prosecution of measures for maintaining 
his authority among the tribes wider his control and for preserving the peace of 
‘Arabistan in the face of intrigues which are undoubtedly in operation against him on 
the part of the Sardar Assad's section of the tribe. ‘The nature of these intrigues is 
suficiently explained in Lieutenant Wilson's report of the 29th September and my 
telegram now enclosed. ; i 

T may add that, pending receipt, of the details promised him by the Amir 
Mufakham, Sheikh Khazal does not understand, and is under some apprehension of, the 

‘ortont of ‘the alleged intention of the two factions to combine interests and move on 

Rhian, and oan only suggest that they hope thus to increase the dominating influence 
which they possess at Tehran or develop it into a more ambitious form. As far as T 
can hear, however, the Amiv’s intimation has not taken serious shape. 

With these observations on the immediate outlook, I beg to revert to the general 
question under correspondence, 

4, Ltook the sheikh to task 
and the Amir Mufidha 


his last report. 

His arguments were not easy to combat effectively, He reminded me of the 

ovents of the spring of 1909 when we practically refused to commit ourselves to any 

sfdvice at all; said thet He had beon told that it was contrary to our policy to 
intervene between the Shah and his people or between tribe and tribe, and that 
winless we could modify that policy could we not be satisfied with his assurance that 
ho had no ambitions outside his own territory, and that his whole policy lay in the 
necowsity for preserving bimselh, his tribesmon, and his. territory in security and 
prosperity for the good of all and unaffected as far as possible by the chaos prevailing, 
outside 

T confess I find the logic of his arguments difficult to gainsay, and do. not see 
thnt-wo can do much more than use, to the best effect we can, the personal influence 
Our ayent at Mohommerah can acquire over him in, guiding him gradually to the 
‘adoption nore straightforward and diguitied policy ; a change which he should 
bo more inclined to follow now that he feels his position greatly strengthened by the 
possession of our assurances and the realisation of the sincerity of our sentiments 
towards him as ruler of Mohammerah, 

5, Linay conclude with the mention of @ specific request which the sheikh made 
before we relinquished this subject. 

He referred to the communication made to him last spring to the effect that the 
assurances given him in reference to the Persian Government would hold good against 
the Sardar Assad as long as the latter remained a member of the Government, Sheikh 
Khazal explained that ho was hopeful at that time that the Sardar would either leave 
Tehran on retirement from the Ministry or would become innocuous, but he had been 
disappointed, and found him us effectively hostile us a member of the Medjliss as he 
was while Minister, He suggests that it might. be possible, or rather prays that it 
nay bo possible, for us to consider the intimation to cover Bakhtiari hostility prosecuted 
by influencing the Government from the Medjliss, I do not see how such extension 
vould be feasible in practice, nor do I think that Sheikh Khazal really expects that it 
Could be uecorded, but that he rather makes the request to emphasise the alternative 
that we should leave him unbampered, as far us we can, to protect his internal 
interests by his own methods. He, however, specifically begged that I would represent 


{he suggeation to His Majesty's Minister. I have therefie felt obliged: to touch 
upon it. 
A copy of this communication is being forwarded to His Majesty’ ion i 
An a nace ete a ee 
Thave, &. 
P. Z. COX, Resident in the Persian Gul 
and Consul-General for Fars, de. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 18. 


Sardar Zaffar to Sheikh Khazal (per Haji Reis).—(Communicated by Haji Reis, 
& October 13, 1910.) 
(Translation.) 


(Telegraphic, ) Ispahan, about October 11, 1! 
‘ HILHERTO wo had seen friendship without Rouen ctniiestnighe 2 ity 
without cause, What is the meaning of these signs in Ramuz? Why are you 80 


hostile to the sons of the late ilkhani (“ bash ta subh i daulatat”) ? it til 
what T will do to you.—Mugenis Ore Ghana aah ES 


[1696] No. 19. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reseived January 16, 1911.) 


(No, 23%.) 


Si Tehran, December 19, 1910. 


ir, 

T REGRED to/have to report that sinco my telegram No; 408 ofthe 17th Ostober 
no progress has been made in Mr. Preece’s negotiations init 0 i 
no mrogress las Len e's negotiations for the mining concession in 

‘The enclosed copy of a letter from Mr, Preoce to the Minister of Finanee gives the 
lines on which, after many wecks negotiations, an agreement had been reached between 
Mr. Preece and Vekil-ul-Roya, the representative of tho Minister of Finance, Owing 
probably to the opposition of the Ministor for Foreign Affairs no reply was returned to 
this letter, and when on the 80th October Sani-ed-owleh succeoded Hakim-ul-Mulk a8 
Minister of F ice, the former disavowed Vekil-ul-Roya, and told Mr. Preece that the 
negotiations must be started do nove, Since then, Sanied-Dowleh has successfully 
evaded all Mr. Preece's attempts to negotiate with him, and I fear that while men 

such strong nati prejudices as Hussien Kuli Khan and Sani-ed-Dowleh 
remain in the Cabinet, there seems sinall hope of a resuinption of the negotiations, 
Sardar Assad is, however, as you aro aware, endeavouring to place a new Cabinet in 
power, and if he seeds, Mr. Preece should have a better chance, so far at least as 
tho Cabinet a5 distinct from the Medjliss is concerned, for Sardar Assad, who is 
friend of Mr. Preoce, appears to be favourably disposed towards the scheme, as is also 
Wossuk-ed-Dowleh, to whom Sardar Assad looks as Sani-ed-Dowleh’s successor at 
the Ministry of Finance. 

’o my great regret I have been unable to lend Mr, Preoce any assistance i 
prostnt deatloek, aa T have felt, and Mr. Preece Ins boon of tho sumo opinion, tak i 
action of mine in support of the concession would have given it a political complexion 
in tho eyes of tho Persians, ayd projudiced rather than improved its chances, 

Thaye, &o. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 19. 
‘Mr. Precee to Persian Minister of Finance. 
Your Excellency, Tehran, October 13, 1910, 
I UNDERSTAND that the Imperial Persian Government are prepared to give 


maa concession for all minorals in the Kerman district and its neighbourhood for 
period of 60 yeare, as bas been defined on the map which was shown in the office of 





the Ministry of Finance of the Imperial Persian Government on the following 
conditions :-— 

‘That the Anglo-Persian Oil Company will lend the Imperial Persian Government 
‘a eum of 100,000, at par, bearing interest at 5 per cent. for 60 years. & 

Ps eats be redeemable by the said Governmont at the end of any year with 
threo months’ notice being given to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. ‘The security for 
th Tonto be the shares and 16 per cent. profits belonging to the Imperial Persian 
Government in the above company, the usual amortisation being included. 

ea ueatle the concessionaire to prove tho concession a period of four years is 
allowed, if after that period no working company be formed, the concession lapses. 

‘On’ the formation of the first working company the Imperial Persian Government 
fe to secoive 20,000 fully paid up shares in that company, 30,000l. in cash, and 
10 per cent. of the net profits of the said company. 

‘The anid company are to lend to the Imperial Persian Government a sum not 
exceoding 500,000. at 6 por cent. per annum for the construction of a tramway from 
Presents tho north in the direction of Kerman, on a line to be defined by the said 
Rae mont, the absolute alignmont for the tramway to be decided by the Persian 
Government's engineer, in consultation with the company's engineer. With this 
00,0000, the Persian Government is to build a branch tramway from the trunk line 
poono min, For this tramway the company agrees to guarantee the Persian 
Gosoeamont § per cent, on the cost to the mine, on the original outlay of the tramway 
from the coast to the mnine. 

The making of the tramway, the expenditure and general working and control of 
tho tramways to, be in the company’s hands, with due supervision by the Persian 
Gavernmonts officers. ‘The company to have a preference of 33 per cont. on all 
frejghta for goods carried to and from the mines. 

Th building th tramway the Persian Government agree to help the company by 
giving freo land-providing labour and provisions. : 

"Fhe lens for tramvvay will be for sixty years ; it will be covered by amortisation 
with tho tramways as collateral security 

With regard to. the zono to be given to the company for exploitation of ‘the 
minorals, 0 lino is to bo drawn 40 miles from the sea parallel with the coast, which is 
vnetad’for the Porsian Government to carry out their own mining operations. 

Tshall be glad if your Excellency will confirm this. 

Thave, &s. 
J. R. PRE 





[835] No. 20. 
Sir G. Barclay to Six Edward Grey—{Received January 4, 1911.) 


(No, 283.) 

Sin, ‘Teluran, December 22, 1910. 
WITH reference to the note addressed to you by the Netherlands Legation on the 

Stet October last on the subject of the Karun irrigation, I have the honour to transmit 

copy of despatch from Hlis Majesty's consul-genoral at Bushire, forwarding u despatch 

from His Majesty's acting consul at Mohammeral: on this subject. 

{Tt will be noticed that since Sir W. Willcocks expressed the view in the spring of 
Jast year that an irrigation scheme on the Karun ‘vould damage the date groves on the 
Shncel-Atab Gee my telegram No, 393 of the 25th April, 1909), he appears to have 
modified his opinions on this point. - 

TApatt from the possible damage to these date groves Lieutenant Wilson, urges 
othor dbjeetions, which seom much fo the point, to the execution in the near future of 
Shy project of trvigation from the waters of the Karun. Nevertheless, it might, be 
aay pechile, as suggested by Colonel Cox, to obtain from Sir W. Willeocks a further 
Matoinent in regard to the dependence of the date groves on the Shatel-Arab on silt 
from the Karun, : 

Tam sending this despatch by post fo avoid delay, as the Netherlands Legation’s 
note seems to foreshadow a further communication. 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 
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Enclosire 1 in No. 20. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 
No. 86. Confidential.) 
Beak Bushire, November 20, 1910, 

WITH reference to the correspondence on the subject of the Karun ‘ination 
question, ending with Mr. Louis Mallets letter of the, 18th August, 1910, to Baron 
Gericke, T have the honour to submit, for your information, a eopy of a communication 
received from His Majesty's acting consul at Mohammerah, wherein ho summarises the 
present aspects of the sclieme—aspects which, on the whole, are not attractive, 

‘As regards the slip, or misunderstanding, in Mr, Mallet’s lotter involved in his 
foforence to Karun “water” instead of Karun “silt,” it seems unnecessary to. dravw 
fitention to it by telegram, in view of the fact that three months have elapsed since the 
Tetter was written, It could be explained if the question was revived again. 

Te is unfortunate, however, that, Six William Willeocks's modification of view in 
rogard to the bearing of the silt question was not known before; and. as this point is 
4 fundamentally important one, T would suguest that Sir Williaa bo specifically asked, 
with reference to the 0] pinion expressed by him after his visit to the Karun in 1909, 
Whether he still holds the same view or has some reason to modify it by the light of 
real Sree since acquired. 

The subject of the Karkheh scheme was discussed between the Sheil 
Mohammorah and Mr. Wilson and myself at my Jast visit, and I shall eae 
independently at an early opportunity 

Thave, &e, 
P. 2, COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 
‘and Consul-General for Rare, &e. 


nelosure 2 in No, 20. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Lieutenant-Colonel Cox. 
Sir, Mohammerah, November 1, 1910. 
©" VENTURE to submit the following remarks on the subject of tho Karun 
irrigation scheme, enumerating the principal objections thereto, and_ giving reasons for 
my bolief that at present, and for many years to come, tho scheme. is one not likely to 
be profitable or even practicable. Much has been written on the subject. A scheme 
has been prepared in detail by Major W. R, Morton, R.E.; M. van Roggon has 
ntlined his. proposals, which were stigmatised by Major Morton as fan astic; and 
Sir W. Willeocks has also given us tho benefit of his valuable expert opinion on the 
question, Nevertheless, a memorandum recounting briefly the disadvantages of the 
scheme may not be without utility, even if it only serves to disillusioniso tho Nothorland 
Government as to the Iuerative nature of the proposal. 
2. According to the plans and estimates prepared by Major W. R. Morton, RE, 


Ponti cost of the Karun River irrigation scheme works at 70 lakhs of rupees 


Acres. 
Trig. s 
Amey inate : 180,000 


‘Net annual revenue on capital, 8 per cont. 


Financially, this is not attractive; it is improbable that capital for such a scheme 
could be raised for less than 8 per cent, in view of the risks involved and the Inck of 
any guarantee that the scheme will have the whole-hearted support of the central and 
local Persian authorities; and in Major Morton’s report, nothing will be found to 
justify a more optimistic estimate than that put forward by him. 


Navigation of Karun. 


3. Expert local opinion does not st j : i 
Fan : port Major Morton’s contention that. the 
irrigation scheme could be carried out without affecting navigation : on the contrary, 


itis socal considered that any substantial diminution in the present water supply 
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will render navigation by river steamers impossible, It is not enough to seoure a 
ininimum all the year round ; it is necessary also to retain the floods which clear out 
the river and cnt through the sand-banks which form right across its bed during the 
summer, Sir W. Willcocks gave it as his opinion in Jantiary 1910, though he has not, 
I think, recorded it in writing, that for the irrigation scheme to be a success the 
attempt to retain river navigation must be abandoned ; and everything seems to point 
in that direction. 


‘Type of Dam, 


Sir W. Willcocks considers the needle dam suggested by Major W. R. Morton, 
RE,, unsuitable for the country, and thinks a more elaborate dam, built for uso if 
necessary as a weir, with sluice-gates, preferable. ‘This would raise the total estimated 
cost to 500,001, 


Population, 


5, ‘Po cultivate the lands irrigated by the now canals large additional population 
would be required ; allowing ten acres per family, 19,000 additional families would be 
nieeded—say, 75,000 souls. ee 

‘Dho present population of Arabistan is about 250,000; those under the jurisdiction 
of the sheikh, 150,000 ; a sudden increase of 50 per cont, in the population now under 
him would therefore be a condition essential for the success of the work. It is 
improbable that more than 2,000 families could be induced to settle on the newly- 
irrigated lands, even on most favourable terms, ‘The Arab of the province is indolent 
‘and. prosperons—fo} vilised races are equally so, Dates, rice, and, generally, 
wheat grow with w mi ¢ and labour on his part. 

‘Mho alternative, colonisation by Persians, is one extremely distasteful to Arabs, 
4nd is not favoured by the sheikh, who views with not unnatural apprehension the 
results of a largo and sudden influx into his territories. 


Sheikh of Mohammerah’s Attitude, 


6. Shoei Sir Khazal Khan, K.C.1.E., to wh by royal firman of 1903, the land 
‘on the left arun belongs, would prefer not to see the Karun irrigation 
scheme actively pressed, for the present, at all events. He is not convinced that the 
probable profits to be gained # from are sufficient to make it worth his while to 
invest money in the scheme; he feels the capital ee eadltire involved—500,0001.— 
too large to be prudently incuried as things now stand, and he fails to see the need for 
the scheme, ‘There is no pressure of population: on the contrary, vast areas lie 
untilled and, even near M nmerah, unirrigated for lack of labour. 

Only force of oi will induce t ‘ikh to take an active interest in the 
scheme, and it may be expo s claims in dual capacity of sole Jand-owner and 
tribal head will prove a serious burden upon the exiguons estimated net profit. 


Uffect of Irrigation Scheme on Date Groves of Mohanmmeral, 
7. Since Sir W, Willeocks exprossed the opinion (referred to in Foreign Office 
despatch of the 18th August, 1910, to the Dutch Minister in London) that an irrigation 
scheme on the Karun would damage the date groves of the Shat-el-Arab, he has been 
able to study the question in greater detail, and when he stayed with me for a fortnight 
at the commencement of 1910, he informed me that he had greatly modified, if not 
wholly altered, his views on the point, and was inclined to believe that the influence of 
the Karun silt is far less than he had at first believed. ‘The Bussorah dato gardens 
are. superior to those of Mohammerah, yet the former do not benefit by Karun silt, 
which is not carried up stream more than six miles by the tide, whilst the latter have 
the benofit of Karun water all the year round. 
"Pho following is an extract from the last paragraph of the Foreign Office despatch 
quoted above :— 


“Ty appears, fvom expert dpinion .. . . , that as the sheikh's own date groves on 
tho Shatalrab at present depend! for water almost entirely on what they reeive from 
the Karun, serious injury would be inflicted on the trees if they were doprived of this 


35 


supply before irrigation from the ‘Tigris and Euphrates is undertaken, Such depriva- 
tion would apparently result from the construction of a dam at Ahwaz, while on the 
other hand the trees cannot, as far as His Majesty's Government's present information, 
‘goes, receive from the Tigris and Euphrates till the scheme for utilising those rivers 
for irrigation purposes has been carried aut.” 


This passage, as it stands, is plainly based upon a misapprehension, but if the 
word “‘silt” be ‘substituted for “water” throughout, it substantially represents 
Sir W, Willeocks’s opinion in 1909, though he is no longer prepared to support tho 
theory which he then advanced, that the Karun silt was a predominant, if not an 
essential factor in the prosperity of the date groves of the Shat-el-Arab, 

8. ‘Tho last important objection to the scheme is one to which Tam in no. way 
competent to refer, but it is necessary to mention it in any discussion on tho merits of 
the Karun irrigation scheme, 

‘The Persian Government has heard so much of the scheme, and so many nations 
haye at different times indicated their desire to participate in it, that. the strongost 
objection is likely to be taken, on political grounds, to the granting of the concession 
for much a acheiue to anyboty, whither a foreign or 4 Rermian exbiest, etd the torte 
asked and the conditions demanded will probably be exorbitant, making any agreement 
on the subject with the Persian Government almost impossible, 

T would co by reiterating my belief that the only irrigation scheme in 
Arabistan which is. immediately practicable aud profitable is (iat dopesding. ot tho 
Karkheh River, 

After carcful investigation on the spot of the conditions under which the scheme 
would have to be carried out, and with all the necessary data before him, Sir W. Willcocks 
Jias estimated the capital expenditure necessary at 79,000, at most, giving return of 
20,0001. per annum from an annually irrigated area of 100,000 acres, Theso estimates 
contrast markedly with the corresponding figures for the Karun irrigation scheme, 

Thave, &e. 
A, 'T, WILSON, Lieutenant L.A., 
Acting Consul for arabistan. 





No. 21. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 4.) 
Decode. Lelivan, January 4, 1911, 


RICE’S despatch No. 286 of 10th November, 1906. 
Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh has been appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs. 





(424) No. 22. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived January 4,) 
(No. 6.) 
(Welegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No. 1 of 2nd January. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs announced yesterday in Medjliss that Persian Govern- 
ment intended to organise a force of gendarmerie in Fars under foreign officers, and 
that, Italian Government having refused to supply officers, application lind boon made 
through Persian Minister at Paris to Swedish Government, whose conditions had boon, 
received and were being considered. 


Tehran, January 4, 1911. 


[3] No. 23, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan. 
Foreign Ofice, January 4, 1911. 


0. 6) 
{geptiy Se 

APPROVE your language as reported in your telegram No. 3 of the 
Ast January. 
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Rusvion Minister of Foreign Affairs should be informed of our satisfaction that 
oops may possibly be withdrawn from Kazvin, as result of impending completion of 
éonversion scheme. ; : 

You might add that we will gladly support Russian representations at 
Constantinople as to Turco-Persian frontier question. 





[46978] No. 24. 
Forvign Office to India Offic. 


Sir, Foreign Ofc, Taxwary 4, 1911. 

TAM directed hy Secretary Sir Bdward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of tho 20th ultimo, forwarding, for transmission to the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
a receivable order for 8,3801. 17s. 4d. in connection with the interest due from the 
20th March to the 20th November last on account of the Anglo-Indian loan to the 
Persian Government, and observing that it would be convenient if, in the future as in 
the past, the bank were to correspond direct with your department on the subject uf 
those receipts. - 

Tam to state, in reply, that Sir E, Grey has no objection to. offer to the propos 
course, and that, in forwarding to the bank the order enclosed in your letter, he ha 
caused them so to be informed. 

Tam, é, 
LOUIS MALL 





[46978] 


Sir, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir 
copy of your lotter of the 12th ultimo, 
tho Imperial Bank of Persia and the Pe ernment with respect to the Auglo- 
Indian oan to the latter to be forwarded to the Iudia Office, with an enquity as to 
whother, if tho sum of §,3801. V7. dd, received by the bank on account of interest duo 
on this loan from the 20th March to the 20th November last « 
order for that amount should be sent to you in accordance with 

Tam to inform you that the India Office have now forward 
for transmission to you, the enclosed order with the observ at, if § 
sees no objection, it would be convenient if, in the future as in the past, the ban 
to correspond direct with them on the subject of such receipts 

With reference to this point, Tam to state that Sir E. Grey has no objection to 
offer to the proposed course, and’ that he has caused the India Ofc soto be informed. 

am, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(465) No. 26. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 5.) 


No, 2. 
ge St. Petersburgh, January 2, 1911. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of an article whieh appeared 
in the “Novoe Vremya” of the 18th (Blst) December, stating that the Russian 
Government are about to address a note to the German Government on the subject of 
tho rolations of the two Powers in Asin. 

‘The German paper, the “St. Petersburger Zeitung," yesterday reproduced this 
article, but none of the other Russian papers hero have so far noticed it, a fact which 
may be due either to an official prohibition or to mistrust of its accaracy. 


Tean find no record in the archives of the embassy of any mention by M. Isvoleky 
of the note of enquiry which the German Goverriment aré stated to have addressed € 
Russia on the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian agreement. 

soit 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


——————— Ee 
Enclosure in No. 26. 


Extract from the “ Novoe Vremya” of December 18 (81), 1910. 


IN the course of the next few wecks the Russian Government will give 
their answer to a note relating to Asiatic affairs which tho German Goverment 
addressed to them shortly after the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian agreement, In 
this note Germany asked for information as to what attitude Russia would adopt, in 
View of the Anglo-Russian agreement, towards German interests in the Middle West, 

As the Anglo-Russian agreement. did not directly affect Germany, this note has 
remained unanswered up to the present; now, however, when the views of the two 
Governments with regard to their respective interests in the Near und Middlo Fast 
have been made clear at the Potsdatn interview, the Russian Government aro ablo 
to give a definite reply to the German note. 

This reply, we are informed, will not go beyond the. statoments mado by 
M, Sazonow to ‘a representative of the “Novoe Vremyo,” and published in. thet 
Paper on the 28th October (10th November), We need not ropeat the goneral 
substance here. 

Mutual explanations will be based on the idea that existing political combinations 
cannot be disturbed. Questions in the Near and Middle Fast in which Russian and 
German interests only ate involved must bo settled in such a way as to enable each 
Powor to rotain its position in the political group to which it at present belong, Hoth 
parties, however, agreed, with regard to Asiatic questions, not to take part 
in any new combination which might be directed against either of them, 

We hope that both tho German note of 1907 and the Russian reply will be 
immediately published in full. ‘Tho Potsdam interview as given 1is0 0 so many 
honest delusions and to so many intentional misintorpretations that wo need not 

ist on the necessity of this whole question being made absolutely clear. 





No. 27. 
War Office to Foreign Ofice.—-(Recoived January 6.) 


Sir, War Oftee, January 4, 1911. 
IN reply to your letter of the 2nd November last regarding the appointment of 
intelligence officer at Mesbed, Tam commanded hy the Army Council to send you the 
enclosed copy of letter which has this day been addressed to the Treasury on the 
subject. 
Tam, &. 


R, H. BRADE, 
————————{_S{—— 
Enclosure in No, 27, 


War Ofice to Treasury, 


; War Ofico, January 4, 1911, 

WITH reference to a letter addressed to this Department. y the Foreign Office on 

the 2ud November last (of which a copy was forwarded to you), on tho subject of the 

post of military attaché at Meshed, I am commanded by the Army Council to ask 

~@ to lay the following remarks before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
‘reasury. 

‘The presence of a trained intelligence officer at Meshed constitutes the sole means. 
of obtaining accurate information regarding events on the northern frontiers of 
Afghanistan and in Central Asia, and the council aro satisfied as to its necessity on 
military grounds. ‘They are further of opinion that the Government of India should 
bear ne ae total cost (2,1301, per annum) of the appointment. Such a Aivision of 
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cost follows the precedent of the Robat detachment (Treasury letter dated the 2nd 
May, 1907), and is in general accord with the principles recommended by Lord Welby's 
Commission in 1900 as to the partition of charges between the Indian and the Imperial 
Exchequers in cases of expenditure in connection with that part of Central Asia which 
is adjacont to the borders of India or Afghanistan (paragraph 307 of report). 

‘As regards the division of the Imperial share of the cost between the Foreign 
Office and this Departmont, it appears to the couneil that, as a source of rellatle 
information not otherwise available to the Foreign Office, the post cannot fuil to be of 
considerable diplomatic as well as military value. On the whole the council are of 
opinion that the interest of tho War Department in the appointment would bo 
Adequately represented by a contribution of 5000. a-year, and that the balance of the 
Imperial share should fall on Foreign Office votes. On this basis the Imperial 
“diplomatic” value of the post would be assessed at about one-fourth of the whale 
cost. 

IE this proposal meets with their Lordships’ approval provision will be made in 
next year's Army Estimates accordingly. ‘The arrangement might be reviewed at the 
end of two years from the Ist instant. 

Tam, &. 
R. H. BRADE, 





(611) No. 28, 


Mears. Ziegler and Con Messrs. Dixon and Co. and Messrs. Hadji Ali Akbar and 
Sons to Foreign Ogice—(Received January 5.) 
Sir, January 4, 1911, 
WE have the honour to address you in connection with the state of allairs in 
Southorn Persia, Wo have been exceedingly grateful for the steps taken by His 
Majesty's Government in order to bring about a better state of affairs in Central and 


Southern Persia, and wo aro convinced that it is only the extreme measures contom- 
plated that have resulted in the Persian Government making their present show of 


complying with His Majesty's Government's demands regarding the pacification of the 
sont 


Wo have seon it stated in the press that the Shiraz to Tspahan road is now open 
rfl aud safo for caravans. We have ourselves cabled out to Persia, and have fast 
ed w telegram from Shiraz informing us that the Shitwz to Tspahan toad is closed 

ic (on ascount of the robb i tribes), 

4, With rogard to the road hetween Bushire and Shiraz, it is also stated that this 
road is now safe, no robberies having taken place during this month. We believe it ta 
bo the faot that after the very heavy robberies about the end of Noveniber anerohanty 
‘nd importing houses ceased forwarding from Bushire to the interior, and the fact thee 
there hive been no recent robberies may be due to tho circumstance that there hace 
boon very fev caravans on the xoad_ and practically nothing to rob, and in any ease a 
much longer period of immunity from robbory would be necessary before. the mead 
could bo called sate $ 

‘Tt is stated in the press that Soulet-ed-Dowleh is to be responsible for the safety 
of the Bushire to Shiraz road, and while not contending that this tribal chief is usable 
to undertake this duty, we would draw your attention to a circumstance with which 
you are donbiless already familiar, namely, that if Soulet-ed-Dovleh’s relations with the 
Shiraz governor and the central administration n satisfnctory, he has used 
his Power ovor tho commerce of the south to gain his ends with the Pentee 
Government ng robberies within his sphere of influence, and we hope that 
this method of intrigue will be safeguarded against in future, 

5. With regard to the number of troops being employed by the Persian 
Government, and said to be on their way to Shiraz, we vory greatly doubt that the 
information published are. oven in a moderate degree snore correet than the statemens 
that the road from Shiraz to Ispahan is open to traffic. In any case His Majexrs 
Government will have independent information at command which will enable His 
Majesty's Government to verify theso statements, and. to determine whether tha 
tmeaaures stated by the Persian Government as being taken by thein (as reported fn the 
press telegraphic résumé of the official reply by the Persian Government to Hi, 
Majesty's note of October last) aro actually being carried out, and, if not, wo eareate 
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hope that in order to prevent the complete extinction of oar trade that no further delay 
will be granted. 

Wore impelled to beg your serious consideration of this phase of the question, as 
we fear that at the present junction the Persian Government may seek to extend the 
period of notice by representations which tray not he borne out by the facts, 

We have, &. 
PHL. ZIEGLER. np Co. 
H, ©. DIXON axp Co, 
(For Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons), 
HUSSEIN AGHI, Managing Director. 


———————— 
Enclosure in No. 28. 


Extract from the “Manchester Guardian” of January 3, 1911, 


Penstay Goversamyr’s Task.—Sovrmerny Roans Rvopsep, 


REUTER'S Agency learns that official telegrams were received yesterday from tho 
Porsian Government giving a detailed account of the steps now being taken for the 
restoration of order in the south of Persia, 

In these telegrams Vazir Zadé, the Acting Foreign Minister, states that the latest 
news received in Tehran from tho south gives rise to grent satisfaction, The roads, 
he declares, are now open, and mails and caravans pass in safety. The Minister adde 
that Nizam-es-Sultaneh, the new Governor-General of the province of Fars, who is now 
on his way from Tehran to Shiraz, will immediately on his arrival in the provincial 
capital take steps to organise the local forces and take all the necessary measures to 
oni illity. "The Imperial Government, continues the official telegram, has 
decided to engage tho services of a number of European officers to assist in this worl. 

wn-es-Sultaneh has been specially selected in view of his influence in the south, 
where he is a large landowner, Ho will havo under him a force of 10,000 men, 6,000 
of whom are now marching from ‘Tehran to Shiraz, a three weeks’ journoy. ‘These are 
all regular troops, 2,000 of whom are under the command of Fath-el-Mulk, for some 
time commanding in Ispahan, 

‘The Persian Government further states that Soulet-od-Dowlch, chief of the 
Kashgai tribe, lias been commissioned to participate in the work of restoring ordor 
along the E wzerun road, in which he is now engaged. Ho is at tho 
head of a force of his own tribesmen, consisting of 400 riflemen and a numbor of 
cavalry. 

Tiis, Peron. Goyormalent) gain states that portion of the loan now being 
ogotiated will be devoted to the restoration of order in the south, for which overy 
necessary step is being taken, 





(627) No. 29, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Reevived January 5.) 

(No. 7) 

(Pelegraphic.) P. 


SOUTHERN roads note. 
Your telegram No. 4 of the 3rd January, I suggest following reply :— 


Tehran, January 6, 1911. 


His Majesty's Government have learned with satisfaction that the Persian 
Government is taking special. measures to restore order on the southern roads; but 
their reports show that the diminution of robberies on the main route, which has 
characterised the past few weeks, is due not to any arrangements so far made by 
Soulet for tho guarding of the road, but to the unusual severity of the weather ; and 
until the execution of the measures decided upon by the Persian Government has made 
moro progress, His Majesty's Government are unable to judge whether they are likely 
to form an acceptable substitute for the scheme outlined in my note of the 
14th October. 

Meanwhile, however, His Majesty's Government recognise in the Persian 
Government’s decision to’ take these measures evidence that it is determined to do its 
‘utmost to restore order on the southern trade routes, and are therefore disposed to defor 
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pressing their schemo on the Persian Government pending the results of the further 
development of the measures in question. 

But. it mnst be clearly understood that His Majesty’s Government will reconsider 
this expectant attitudo in the event of a recrudescence of disorders on the Bushire- 
Tspahan road, and that they reserve the right to insist on the engagement of British- 
Indian officers at any moment, should His Majesty’s Government perceive that the 
measures. taken by the Persian Government are not likely to suffice for the prompt 
re-establishment of security. 

As regards the 10 per cent, surcharge, His Majesty's Government cannot for the 
present consider the granting of this concession except as part of the scheme ontlined 
dn my note of the 14th October. 

Tn the above draft I have made no special reserves with regard to foreign officers 
to be employed under Persian Government, Tt would, I think, be difficult to do so in 
an unobjectionable form, and I understand that the engagement of officers from the 


Alter reconsidering tho question, I am of opinion that to urge the Persi 
Government to hasten the conclusion of the loan with the Imperial Bank of P 
would be injudicious at this stago. 


(1234) No. 30. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 





(No. 2) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 5, 1911. 
SIR EDGAR SPEYER told me to-day that he had been informed, from what he 
considered to be an authoritati that the Persian Government would prefor to 
make a loan by means of a p rm rather than by the Imperial Bank. It was 
thought that there would bo political objections from Russia to the borrowing of money 
from tho Linpetial Baul and on the while tho Persians would prefer to de bussness 
with a private firm, Sir Bd yer wished to know whether I was favourable or 
whether 1 i 


Bann, “Mlied that I eoul not judg of this; it was a question simply for the Imperial 
nk, 

He enquired whether T should have any objection to his co-operating with the 
Imperial Bank, 

Tanswered that T should have no objection whatever, and repeated that the 
matter was one which should be discussed with the Imperial Bank, independently of 
me, All I could suggest was that he should let Sir Thomas Jackson know of the 
information he had received, and find out what the Imperial Bank was prepared to do. 

I told Sir E. Speyer that in my opinion, if the loan of the Tmperial Bank hung fire 
it was not because of Persian reluctance to deal with the bank, or preference for sor 
other firm, but because the Persians never could make up their minds to borrow money 
if there was to be proper control of the expenditure. 

Tam, &. 
. GREY. 
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[602] No, 31, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 6.) 


Sir, India Office, January 6, 1911, 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 12th December, 1910, as to the suppl 
of maps of certain portions of Persia for the uso of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph 
Company, I am directed to inform you that the sheots referred to by the company in 
their letter of the Gth December, 1910, appear to be those belonging to the “India 
and adjacent Countries ” series now under issue by the Survey of India, 

Both the series in question, viz. : (1) Of sheets on the roubuup scale, which are 
on sale to the public’; and (2) of the “degree” sheets which, as rogards territory 
beyond the Indian frontier, are for official uso only, are as yet very incomplete. ‘The 
only sections at present available in respect of the area described in the company's etter, 
copies of which are enclosed herewith for transmission to the company,* are subject, 
as regards the " degree” sheets, fo the condition stated in your letter under reply. 

With reference to the final paragraph of your letter, copies of the sheets aro 
enclosed for the use of the Foreign Offiee.* So far as is known at this Office, no other 
maps of Persian territory have boon issued by the Government of India since 1908 
with the exception of the map of Persia, on the sealo of 1 inch=40 miles, accompanying 
yolume"XII of the now (1909) edition of Aitchison's “Treaties, Engagements, and 
Sanads,” copies of which have been supplied for the use of the Secrotary of Stato for 
Foreign Affairs, 

A memorandum regarding the survey of “India and the adjacent Countries” ia 
also enclosed for information. 

Thave, &. 


R. RITOHIB, 


Enolosuro in No, 31, 
Memorandum regarding the Survey of “India and adjacent Countries.” 


IN accordance with the recommendations of the Seventh International Geographical 
Congress, held in 1899, the Survey of India undertook the preparation of maps on tho 
saobvau: seale| (epprosimately, 10 anilés| to ari ineh)/ ot dndia, andl ko surrounding 
countries as a contribution toward the proposed international map of the world on the 
rouboon scale. ‘The accompanying index maps show the comprehensive scheme 
adopted and the number @f one-millionth sheets already prepared.” 

Each of those sheets covers 4 degrees of latitude by 4 degrees of longitude; by 
dividing them into sixteen equal parts a sories of maps is obtained, each cover! 

1 degree of latitude by 1 degree of k ngitude, or “degree” sheets. It is intended (in 
time) to carry out that sories of “degree” sheets as far as practicable, but the scale 
of the series is to be 4 miles to an inch, and the resulting sheets are of exactly the 
same size as the one-millionth sheets. A specimen one-millionth sheot (No. 31) 
divided into its sixteen “degree” sheets is appended.® It will be seen that the 
legree” sheets are ence by the letters ye B, ©, &., to P, and are quoted as 
sheet 31 A,” “ sheet 31 B,” &. 

‘The Survey of India has not yet issued sheets thus subdivided for any number 
lower than 31, i.e., for Persia and the region westward. 

Similarly, each “ degree” sheet is to be divided into sixteen sheets on the scale of 
1 mile to an inch (seo the sixteen small squares in each of the divisions A, B, C, to P 
of sheet 31, numbered 1 to 16 @1 A J, 31 A 2, &.)), Thus the whole project 
embraces three schemes mutually related, viz.:— ‘ 


(a) The one-millionth sheets (scale 16 miles to an inch, as on the index), 
0.) The “degree” sheets (scale 4 miles to an inch, divisions of the preceding). 
(c.) The 1 mile scale sheets (subdivisions of the foregoing). 
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[584] No. 32, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 6.) 


Sir, India Office, January 5, 1911. 

IN reply to your letter, dated the 2st Decomber last, I am directed by the 
Secretary of State for India to enclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the 
Goverment of India, from which it will be seen that there is no objection to 
Lieutenant Ranking remaining in his post as His Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz until 
aftor February next. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 32, 
‘The Barl of Crewe to Government of India, 


graphic.) P. December 28, 1910. 
(To ERS rafor to your telegram dated the 28th October, 1910. In order that 
thoy may consult Ranking in discussion with Khane oll company request postpone 
ment until after February of that officer’s transfer to India, Please say whether there 
is any objection on your part, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 82. 
Government of India to the Earl of Crewe.” 
January 3, 1911. 


REFERENCE is invited to your telegram dated the 28th ultimo, We have no 
objection to suggested postponemont of transfer of Ranking. 


(Polographic) 





(610) No. 33. 
Messrs. Bllinger and Co. to Roreign Office. ved January 6.) 


Sin, Oxford Street, Manchester, January 5, 1911. 

WE. beg to acknowledge receipt of y er of the 15th December, 1910, 
relative to. the question of the Island of Ormuz. 

We thank you for your telegraph instrustons to Sir Guorgy Basclay to make 
4 further serious representation to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs on tho 
subject, and point out to his, Excelle iaty liability to. which his 
Government is exposing itself, through th forward conclusive 
ovidence of their contention, hut regret that up to this date we are without any information 
that these representations have had any result, 

‘Wo note with great regret that’ His Majesty's Government have not so far seen 
their way to comply with our second request by calling upon the Persian Government to 
suspend all further shipments of oxide from Ormuz, and the reasons which Sir Edward 
Grey has 0 courteously advanced have had our most careful consideration. Whilst 
freely and frankly admitting that we ourselves are not in the best position to judge 
this matter impartially, we desire with all duc respect to submit that the reasons 
advanced by Sir Edward Grey are inconclusive, and that the result of a contivuance of 
the present position must be antagonistic to our interests and those of Messrs, Andrew 
Weir and Co,, and in a corresponding degree fayourable to the interests of others who 
‘avo no ela in this mattr-to the aippor of His Majesty's Government, 

We hive therefore asked our solicitors, Messrs. B. F. Turner and ‘Sons, to prepare 
4 memorandum, which we now enclose, setting forth the grounds upon which we base 
our request that the suspension of shipments should be effected, and we most earnestly 
and humbly beg His Majesty's Gi nt to give their serious consideration to our 
representations, iew Of finding means to give effect to what we ask, which will 
wo feel sure materially relieve the situation for the time being, as far as Messrs. Andrew 
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Weir and Co, and ourselves are concerned, while the cessation of the flow of money into 
the coffers of the Persian Government as payment for oxide will, we venture to think, 
materially conduee to bring about a more speedy and satisfactory solution of this matter 
than has hitherto appeared prasticable 

‘We are answering in a separate letter the last paragraph of your letter, as it refers 
toa subject that is not relevant to the purpose of this letter and its enclosure, 

: We are, &. 
ELLINGER axp Co. 


Euclosure in No. 33. 


Memorandum showing Reasons in support of the view that Mosers. Andrew Weir and Clo, 
and Messrs, EUinger and Co. are justified in asking His Majesty's Government to 
call upon the Persian Government to’ stop further Shipments of Oxide from the 
Teland of Hormus until the Rights of the Parties intoreeed have been ascertained to 
the satisfaction of His Majesty's Government. 


IN order to present this matter adequately, it is nooessary to recapitulate the events 
leading up to the present situation, 

2, For many years past, und until the spring of last year, the Muin-ut-Tujjar 
claimed and exercised without question the exclusive right of shipment of red oxide 
from the Island of Ormuz under a concession from the Persian Government granted in 
1896, and transferred to him in 1897. 

5. In the exercise of this right he from time to time, prior to the period next 
referred to, made contracts for the shipment of red oxide to Messrs. I, C. Strick and Co,, 
under contracts negotiated through Messrs. Ellinger and Co,, as his aceredited represen: 
tatives in this country, and in all these contracts stipulations were made confining to 
the particular quantity purchased the importation of red oxide from Ormue into this 
country. 

1 inthe year 1907 the Muin became desirous of making more extended arrangements 
in the form ofa lengthened contract, and after negotiations with Messrs, B.C. Strick 
and Co., which proved abortive, Messrs. Ellinger and Co., with the active encourage- 
ment, of His Majesty's Foreign Office and India Office, made efforts to carry ont. the 
Mnin’s wishes by creating an English company, to be formed for the purpose of taking 
a long contract from hintwnd securing a monopoly for the mining of Ormuz oxide, 

5, It was a vital condition of the success of any scheme that Messrs, Ellinger and 
Co. should be able to give assurances that the Muin's concession was held by him in 
perpetuity, and they had correspondence and interviews on that subject at the time 
with His Majesty's Government, and a letter dated the 18th January, 1908, was 
received by them from the Foreign Office, which was to be regurded as strictly private 
and confidential, and to be shown ouly to persons whom the Government might 
approve, Various assurances were given in this letter upon the condition that. they 
were to hold good only so long as the enterprise remained British, and among these 
assurances was the following :— 


“That so far as His Majesty’s Government are aware the concession to the Muin 
isin perpetuity, The firman and reseript confirming it have been seen at the British 
Legation at Tebran.”” 


6. The company scheme was found to be impracticable in consequence of the 
dificulties placed in the way by Messrs F.C. Strick and Co,, and in the spring of 1908 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co, entered into preliminary negotiations with Mossts. Andrew 
Weir and Co, for the latter to take a contract from the Muin, and on the 9th April 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co, wrote to the Secretary of State, asking for permission to give 
inspection of the above-mentioned letter of the 18th January, 1908, to Messrs, Androw 
Weir and Co,, which permission was granted by a letter dated the 4th May, 1908, and 
was acted on, 

7. For several months following this communications took place on the part of 
Messrs. linger and Co, with the Foreign Offic, with the late Mr, ‘Wilson Fox of the 
Board of Trade, and with Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co,, the effect of which may shortly 
be stated to be that owing to the desire of the Seer of State to maintain the 
continued association of Messrs, F, O, Strick and Co. with the importation of red oxide 
from Hormuz into this country, in consequence of the friendly relations that had existed 








‘between His Majesty's Government and that firm, Messrs, Ellinger and Co. endeavoured 
in every possible way to come to terms with Messrs. F, C. Strick and Co,, but found it 
quite impossible to do so. 

8. On the 18th November, 1908, a letter was written by a member of Messrs. 
Ellinger and Co,’s firm to the Secretary of State, reporting information received from 
the Muin, to the effect that the Persian Legation in London were negotiating with a 
British firm for the purchase of the concession, and enquiriug whether the Muin 
might be informed “that so long as the sale of the oxide is in the hands of my firm 
no applation to the Persian Goverment by any other British subject fr the grant 
of the concession of the Island of Hormuz and consequent confiscation of the concession 
now held in perpetuity by the Muin-ut-Tujjar will receive the support of His Majesty's 
Goyernment, here or the British Legation in Tehran.” ‘This question was answered 
in tlie affirmative in a letter from the Secretary of State dated the 25th November, 
1908. 


as having been granted to the 
ui 
(2) ‘The anxious desire of His Majesty's Government that the trading interest of 
the Island of Hormuz, should be in the hands of British subjects ; and 
(3.) The recog as having thoroughly earned and 
acquired an acknowledged im to the protection of His Majesty's Government, 
whether as against « British subject or anyone else, 


10. Upon the faith of this situation and only after all efforts to make terms with 
Mossra, F.C. Strick and Co. had failed, Messrs, Bllinger und Co, negotiated a contract 
between the Muin and Messrs. Androw Weir and Co,, which was entered into on the 
4th December, 1908, together with a supplemental nt of the same date, 
‘Messrs, Ellinger and Co, thomselyes being also parties to both contracts in 
of agents for the Muin, Under the i 
sell about 18,000 tons of oxide, to be mi upon 
time and payment, and an underta Muin to confine all shipme: 
» to Messrs, Andrew W the Ist April, 1912, other than oxide 
msumption in India, The fact that th “uct was abont to be entered into was 
notified to. His Government in fulslment of x promise, previously obtained 
from Mx. M, Ellinger by Mx, Mallet that such an intimation would be given before any 
ract was mide His Majesty's Government were also informed of the actual 
Aigwing of the contract in a Totter trom Messrs. Hlingyr and Co, also dated the 
4th E 
11, The contract thus entered into was carried ont on both sides until further 
performance of it became impossible for the reasons 
, In the spring of 1909 the M 
owing to the action of the natioualists ty's 
nh behalf of Messrs, Andrew We vas invoked ‘by 
the result of whose application for support may best be 
illustrated by the following extract from a letter dated the Sth May, 1909, received 
from the Foreign Office :— 
“ May 5, 1909, 
“In reply to your letter of the Ist instant, I am direoted by Secretary Sir E, 
Grey. to inform you that a. tologram bas boon sent. Ha Majesty's Mini 
Tehran, stating that you are desirous that he should be informed that by their contract 
with the Muin-ut-Tajjar Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, have acquired the monopoly 
of the sale of oxide extracted from Hormuz Island, and that British interests would be 
injured if oxide from island by any party other than Messrs. Andrew Weir 
and Cy, ov the Muin-ut~Pugjar.” 


13. In order that we may not be thought to have overlooked any point disclosed 
by the correspondence, we refer incidentally hero to the fict that in a letter dated the 
2st May, 1910, the Secretary of State took up the position that the protection of the 
rghis of Moen, Elinger and'Co, aid Meer, Andrew Weir and Co, by His Majesty's 
Government. bore relation to the contingency of a confiscation of those rights by the 
nationalists, and did not apply tovthe case of disputed validity of the Muin’s concession, 


45 


and this constriction was’ placed by him upon the following passage in a letter dated 
the ard May, 1909:— + ue “e one 


“If the nationalists or anyone else but Messrs. Weir attempt to remove any of 
the oxide Sir G. Barclay will at once hear of it, and will take the necessary action.” 


‘This suggestion was, however, fully answered in a letter from Messrs. Ellinger 
and Co. dated the 24th June, 1910, and. is respectfully submitted to bo inconsistent 
with the obviously wider obligations of His Majesty's Government to be gathered from 
the whole series of communications that have taken place and fully recognised by the 
letter of the 5th May, 1909, an extract from which is given above, 

14. Later communications of the same year render it clear that His Majesty's 
Government felt under obligation to protest the interests of Mossra, Androw Weir 
and Cou, and that Messrs, HC. Strick’ and Co, were fully aware of the existence af 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co,’s contract. 

18, No question as to the validity of the Muin's concession or the legality of his 
contract with Messrs Andrew Weir and Co. arose or at all events was mado known 
to Messrs. Ellinger and Co, until the following April (1910), when they Iearnt that a 
sale of 8,000 tons of oxide ftom Hormuz hd been made by the Persian Government, 
and, on their bringing this to the notice of His Majesty's Government, the information 
was confinned as being substantially correct, and it was thon for tho first timo also 
stated to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. that the Persian Government had decided that the 
Muin’s concession was invalid, and hud declined his application for a renewal, As a 
further development, it became known Inter to Messrs, Ellinger und Co. that the 
Persian Government had made a five years’ contract with Messrs, I’. C, Strick and Co, 
for the sale of 31,000 tons of oxide, thus tearing up the Muin's concession and the 
contract made on the faith of it. 

16, Communications followed between Messrs, Ellinger and Co, and His Majesty's 
Government, who at that time were evidently much impressed with the statements 
made to Mr, Marling as to the alleged invalidity of the Muin’s concession, and 
were even disposed to attribute to the Muin something neatly approaching. to 
fraudulent conditct, and inability on his part to vindicate his alleged right to a concession 
in perpetuity. 

Pir. The grounds for this attitude on the part of His Majesty's Government are 
fully set forth in a letter from the Secretary of State to Messts Bllinger and Co, 
dated the Sth July, 1910, Tt is not to the purpose of this memorandum. to traverse 
the ground of that letter in detail here, but there arw some points of great importanos 
which it is desired to bring to the attention of the Seoretary of State, and especially 
‘as some of them have reference to events subsequent in date tothe letter in question >— 


(a.) The Muin was lef in. undisturbed possession of his concession, for several 
years after it is alleged to have lapsed. A reason for this has been suggested, but, 
{nite unconvincing, especially in view of later events, 

(,) The translation of the supplementary document of 1904, enclosed in letter 
from the S 


ng 
has to be remembered that an Oriental merchant, who, in the prevailing condition of 
afairs, might naturally be expected to be suspicious of friend and. foo alike, might well 
have thought it undesirable to produce his documents, even to Mr. Marling. In. any 
case the criticism has sinow lost much of its force if, as Messrs, Ellinger and Co, have 
heen informed, the Muin has now published all his firmans, and circulated thes «mong 
the members of the Medjliss, 

(d.) The Persian Government, as long ago as April last, and in spite of warnin, 
from His Majesty's Government of the possible consequences of their acta, took the 
extreme step of violating the Muin's contract, with British aubjeate; but have ove 
since, notwithstanding all the pressure applied to them, fuiled to produce any evidence 
whatsoever to justify their action, or to put it more accurately they, some months 
‘go, furnished a statement which did not contain the information required by His Majesty's 
cme and have never sinee given that information, though pressed to do ae 
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(c,) The information originally given to Mr. Marling, which so much impressed the 
Secretary of State, rests avowedly upon the authority of Vekil-ul-Roaya, who is 
notoriously a bitter enemy of the Muin, except in so far as general confirmation is 
vaguely stated to have been given by the Administrator of Customs, “who had had 
some dequaintance with the question for some time past.” It may be pointed out 
algo that the information does not appear to have been given by any of the responsible 
members of the Persian Government or through the usual channels. 

18, ‘The facts to which reference bas just been made are submitted by Messrs. 
Ellinger and Co, to point very strongly indeed to the couclusion that, so far from 
the ‘Muin having ‘tnded ona lapsed concession and concealed the fact. from 
Mesers, Ellingor and Co, and Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co., in fraud of the Persian 
Government and of the British subjects with whom he was contracting, he is in 
fot the genuine owner of a concession in perpetuity, and has been deprived of his 
just rights by political intrigue and personal enmity, with the direct result of 
inflicting most serious injury upon Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. and Messrs. 
Bllinger and Co, If this is thought to be putting the case for the Muin’s’ conces- 
sion too high, it must at least be admitted that the case against the concession has 
not beon even attempted to be supported by proof down to the present moment. 

10, ithe Seoretary of State tas, so fury not suen his way to take the one: step 
which, above all others, is absolutely necessary at the present time to protect 
Mewar. Andrew Weir an amd. Messrs, Ellinger and Co, from the very grave 
injury resulting to them from the flooding of the E et with oxide mined 
in defiance of their rights, by calling upon the Persian Gov to suspend the 
further shipment of oxide until at least the question of the validity of the Muin's 
concession is definitely decided by competent authority on proper evidence, 

20, In the lett from the Secretary of State dated the Lath December, 1910, stress 
is laid upon the injury that might, if this step were taken, be done to Messrs. 
F. G, Strick and Co,, by whom shipments of oxide have been made continuously since 
April last, anc earlier lotter the position was taken up that Messrs. F. C. Strick 
‘ind o,, being British subjects, were as much entitled to consideration as Messrs, 
Androw Weir and Co. and Messrs. Ellinger and Co. ‘This view is submitted, with great 
respect, to he not maintainable, for the conclusive reason that whereas Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co, and Messe. Ellinger and Co. are relying upon the support, of is 
Majesty's Goverumont definitely and a promised for years past, and fortified by 
an actinl expres jon as to the validity of the Muin's concession, communt- 
cated with expr y to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co., Messrs. F, C. Strick 
‘and Co,, on, the contrary, are relying only upon a contract entered into at their own 
risk, and with di wedge of the prior right of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and 

EI . to. the protection of His Majesty’s Government. Both the 

it and Messrs. F, ©, Stick and Co. were distinctly warned by His 

Majesty's Government, the former that they would be held responsible for any injury to 

British interests, and the latter that His Majesty's Go pledged to support 

the. contract with the Muin, ‘The relative positions are submitted to be utterly 
dissimilar, 

QL 





























































































ropresent equal treatment, but a direct preference in favour of Messrs. 
and Co, In the first place, Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. and Messrs. Bllinger and Co. 
fuel bound to draw special attention to the fact that, so far as they are able to jud 

from the sequence of ovents, the supposed invalidity of the Muin’s concession and the 
possibility of the Persian Government tuking forcible action on that footing in favour of 
osars, I, C, Strick and Co,, with disastrous results to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. 
and Messrs. Ellinger and Co,, must have become known to His Majesty’s Government 
Jong before any communication on the subject was made to the latter firms, whose 
interests were vitally nflected, and who were all this time relying upon the perpetuity 
of the concession of which they had received assurances from His Majesty’s Government, 
and on the faith of which the contract with Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. was entered 
into, But what is much more important, Messrs. F. ©, Strick and Co. have been, and 
are being still, permitted to ship oxide into this country at their pleasure to the 
xtreme injury of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and Messrs. Ellinger ail Co, in the 
tooth of a concession hitherto fully recognised and supported by His Majesty's 
Government, the invalidity of which has not been and to all appeatances eannot be 
proved, notwithstanding that His Majesty's Government have been asking to have the 
evidence produced to them for many months past, 
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_ 22. The effect of permitting oxide to be shipped by Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co. 
in existing circumstances is for practical purposes to prejudge the question of the 
validity of the concession in their favour, and amounts to a withdrawal from Messrs, 
Andrew Weir and Co. and Messrs. Ellinger and Co, of the support to which they claim 
to be justly entitled, and which has been repeatedly promised to them, 

. Tt is particularly desired to impress upon the Secretary of State that neither 
Mesers, Andrew Weir and Co. nor Messrs, Ellinger and Co. have any personal prejudice 
of fooling of hostility against’ Mesara, IO, Sttick and’ Go,, with whom they are on 
friendly terms, and have other business relations, If that firm themselves sustain 
damage in consequence of the suspension or, it may be, final cancellation of the 
contract entered into with them, the responsibility for this does not lie with His 
Majesty's Goverument, and Messrs. F, C. Strick and Co, may well have a good 
claim against the Persian Government, whether for assuming a right to enter into a 
contract with them at all or for delaying all these months to produce the evidence 
which, taken in connection with all the surrounding circumstances, can alone 
determine the question whether the Persian Government have acted wrongly towards 
Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. and Messrs. Ellinger and Co,, or towards Messrs, 
F.C. Strick and Co., or towards all of them. ‘The apparent antagonism between the 
interests of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and Messrs. Ellinger and Co, on the one 
hand and Messrs. F. ©, Strick and Co, on the other hand is entirely due to and 
ereated by the action of the Persian Government, and not to anything personal as 




















between ‘the respective firms, but, for the reasons which have been stated, it is 
confidently submitted that there can be no doubt as to the prior claim of the first= 
mentioned firm to the protection and support of His Majesty's Government, even 
though this may in a sense~bring their interests into conflict with those of Messrs, 





F, C. Strick and Co., who have deliberately risked that contingenoy. Moreover, it is 
open to very serious doubt whether the temporary cessation of shipments might nat also 
suit Messrs. F. C, Strick and Co,, who are naturally unable to obtain the price for their 








oxide that they could command it the oxide previously shipped to this country under the 
Muin’s contract were not also in the ee a ual s 

24. For he above reanons, His Maley’ Government aro respeiilly and carpet 

ion of 


requested to reoonsider by the light of all tho cireumstances oft 
insisting upon the suspension of 
and Co,, and the justice of requ 
whether the Muin’s concession 
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P 
rolief by the 
25. In conclusion, Messes, Andrew Weir and Co, and Messrs. Tllinger and’ Co, 
respectfully point out that they have exercised extreme patience and forbearance in 
this matter from beginning to end. Every step that has been taken by them has been 
deliberately and carefully regulated by their anxious wish to carry out what. they have 
clearly understood to be the views of His Majesty's Government, ‘They have devoted 
an immense amotint of time and trouble, which means money as well to them, to the 
various phases of this matter which has been 0 intolerably prolonged, and in which they 
find themselves placed in such a serions position. ‘They ask that His Majesty's Government 
will now take prompt and decisive action, and thus give practical effect to the encourage- 
ment and assurances upon which Messrs, Ellinger and Co, have so lonjz relied, without 
so fur obtaining any relief from the grave injury to the interests of themselves and 
Messra, Andrew Weir and Co,, which they bave Deen and still are. actively suffering, 
and which is being aggravated by every shipment of oxide made to this country in 
defiance of the monopoly expresely conceded by the Muin's contract of the 4th 


December, 1908, 
E. F, TURNER anp SONS. 





115, Leadenhall Street, London, 
January 5, 1911. 
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No. 34. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reecived January 6.) 


Bist ultimo. 


Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE. 


(643) No. 35. 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received January 0.) 
a 


) ’ 

‘elegraphic.) P. _ Stockholm, January 6, 1911. 
Te SSOIEDING. to an oficial statomont published ia: the pres hore a. preliminary 
enquiry has been addressed by the Persian Government to the Swedish Government 
18 to how the latter would he disposed to regard_a request for the loan of Swedi 
officers to reorganise the Per gendarmerie. The statement adds that the Swedi: 
Government has replied that until they are in possession of the details as to conditio: 
of sorvico they cannot return a definite answer. No information on the subject 
eon given to this legation by the Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs, but 


posible is Excelloney may consult me, and T should be glad of instructions as to 
i 


what line I should adopt if he does so. 





(753) No. 36. 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 

Nos Aner ; 
Heise is , Foreign Office, January 6, 1911. 
I) ‘TON of oil company to bore for oil in territory of Sheikh of Moham- 
orah. 
NeeWith reference to paragraphs 8 and 9 of my despatch No. 201 of the 19th 
Decomber, there is, according to the oil company, a slight misunderstanding as to 
their intention, which is that proposed agreement With Sheikh of Mohammerah shall 
bo brought to the wwledge of the Persian Government, who are to be informed of 
the company’s intention to deduct eventually, from share of profits due to Government, 
sum paid to sheikh under above-mentioned agreement. ‘They do not propose, as we 
boliove, to wait till payment is due and deduction actually made before offering 
‘oxplunations to the Government, i ; 

P"Tilinvo informed eouipany, that in he-former; oa fa the atte and’ moro drastic 
course, they may, subject to your concurrence, count upon support of His Majesty's 
Government, 





(643) No. 37. 


Sir Bdward Groy to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 4.) 
(Telographie.) P. ; 
SWEDISH officers for Persia. 
If you are consulted on the subject (seo your telegram No. 1 of to-day) you could 
say that we must leave the decision of the matter entirely to the Swedish Government. 


Foreign Ofiee, January 6, 1911. 
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‘The following is confidential and for your own information only :-— 
We have doubts as to the possibility of finding Swedish officers who would be 
efficient in Persia, but we have no objection on political grounds to the proposal. 





[780] No. 38. 


Tard Kilmarnock to Sir Bdeard Grey.—(Received January 7.) 
(No. 2) 
(Telegraphic) R. Stockholm, January 7, 1911. 

IN consequence of private telegram from Sir @. Barclay, action on your telegram 
No. 3 of 3rd January was delayed till today, On my’ making communication, 
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs said that eonsul-general had not yet resigned, but 
hate was grateful for information supplied by His Majesty's Government 

His Excellency added that he was glad of the opportunity of speaking to me about 
preliminary enquiries of the Persian Government respecting Swedish officers for Persian 
gendarmerie (as reported in Sir C. Spring-Rice’s telegram No, 1 of th January), 
Tho enquiry had been made through Persian Minister in Paris, and, as a telegraphic 
auswer had been asked for, he had not béen able to communicate with His Majetyrs 
Legation before sending reply, which, however, had been quite non-committal, He 
recognised importance of our interests in Persia, and if wo had any objections to make 
would be glad to consider them. Swedish Minister in London hay’ been instructed 
to speak to you in this sense, 

His Excellency said that many Swedish officers were anxious to voluntoor. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 





[971] No. 39. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ofice.— (Received January 9.) 


5, Abelureh Lano, London, January 6, 1911, 
iter of tho 4th instant, 
ich sum wo have paid 

Bi ered ; State i i of India, 
spond direct with the India Office on the subject of 


Thave, &o, 
G. NEWELL, Manager, 


these receipts. 





[995] No. 40. 


; G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reesived January 9.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P. 

OIL: conspaniya proreued fortta parece seater 

Aw indiguant protest would be called forth from Porsian Government if 
announcement were made that it is intended to deduct surcharge from prolits of 
Persian Government, Iwould point out that in the ease of the Abadan agreement 
(see Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 71, of the 14th May) Persian Government. oven 
contested the right of Sheikh Kha'zal to transfer his lands at all. In. these 
circumstances Persian Government would certainly, @ fortiori, rofuso 10 recognise any 
Tights as granted by firman, with the exception of such as belong to private 
landowners in Persia, as against which the rights of the oil company are’ only 
conditioned by paragraph 2 of article 3 of its concession from Persian Government, 

Tf the matter is taken out of the domain of private negotiation between the Sheikh 
of Mobammerah and the oil company, a conflict would ensue between the former and 
tho Persian Government, which the latter, suspicious and jealous of our relations with 
the sheikh as it is, would especially welcome, as ostensibly it would be acting on 
ichalf of British interests in the matter. I venture to submit, therefore, that. to 
Postpone, if possible, any explanations to Persian Government until payment falls due 
aud deduction is actually made would seem to be the less inoxpedient of the two 
sissies Such a course, however, if Persian Government had had no voice in the 
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Tehran, January 9, 1911, 











inatter, would be somewhat arbitrary and difficult to justify if, as provided in article 17 
df the concession, question went to arbitration. 

Tn whatever way it is treated, the whole question must remain a very awkward 
one, and, if the oil company persists, whichever alternative is adopted will be likely 
to give rise to a triangular dispute between ourselves, Persian Government, and the 
sheileh. 

T trust, therefore, that strong pressure may be exercised on the oil company to 
dofer borings on the theikh’s lands until they become more essential to its prosperity 
than at present appears, unless, of course, an arrangement can be come to with the 
sheikh without involving the question of any surcharge. 

Plogue seo letter from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire to Lieutenant 
Wilson at Mohammerah under date of tho Gth November and forwarded in my 
dospatch No. 228 of the 12th December, 1910. 

‘Tdefer sending any instructions to consuls pending your reply. 





(527) No. 41, 
Foreign Office to Tndia Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 9, 1911. 

WITH referonce to lotter from this Office of the 3rd instant relative to the question 
of tho restoration of order on the roads of Southern Persia, Tam directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Groy to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Barl of Crewe, copy 
of telogram from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran,® submitting the draft of the reply 
Which he proposes should bo returned to the note of the Persian Government on the 
subject. 

Tam to state that the full text of the Persian note will be received here about the 
Lith instant, and that Sir B, Grey would propose to await its arrival before finally 
deciding upon the terms of tho reply. Subject, however, to any fresh considerations 
Which @ porusal of tho text may suggest, he is disposed to concur in Sir G. Barelay’s 
suggestions and to share the opinion that it would xpedient, by urging upon the 
Persian Government the imm Jhision of the loan, to give them the impression 
that His Majesty's Gi ‘ent attach great importance to the matter. Should the 
Porsian Government complain that, in d sums which they had proposed to 
deriye from the -go, their re ro insufficient to earry out the programme 

Thave outlined, it will at any moment be possible to point out to them that 
their remedy lies in the speedy conclusion of the le 
Tain to stato that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive any observations which 
Tord C ¥y have to offer on tho proposed reply pending the arrival of the text of 
the Persian Government's note, 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(610) No. 42. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 11) 
(Tolegraphic.) P, Poreign Office, January 10, 1911. 

TORMUZ oxide. My telegram No. 362 of the 15th December. 

Ellingers maintain. that by permitting shipments under Stricks’ contract we 
projudge caso against Muin-ut-Pujjar and in fayour of Persian Government, deprive 
them of the support which wo promised them, and at the same time cause the market 
to be flooded with superfluous oxide, and so inflict loss on their firm. 

‘On these grounds tiey urge strongly that further shipments should be stopped. 

In spite of repeated demands no proof of their contention has been (ortheoming 
from Persian Government, in view of which T should be glad to know whether you 
think we ought to act as Ellingers desire, and, if so, what measures we ought to take in 
the event of our prohibition being disregarded by Persian Government, 


# No. 29, 
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Stricks, now that date season is nearly over, will require freight for their ships, 
and Ellingers therefore expected that shipments will very soon take place. 

Do you not think it would be possible to extract proofs from Persian 
Government ? L) 





(1776) No, 43. 


Sir Baward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 10, 1911, 

‘THE Swedish Minister enquired to-day of Sir A. Nicolson, on behalf of his 
Government, whether His Majesty's Government, would view with displeasure their 
compliance with a request made to them by the Persian Government for the loan of 
somo Swedish officers to organise the Persian gendarmerie, 

‘Sin A. Nicolson informed Count Wrangel that His Majesty's Government, had no 
objection, from a political point of view, to the supply of officers by the Swedish. 
Government, and that the question was ono for the latter themsolves to decide, 

Sir A. Nicolson further asked whether, in Count Wrangel’s opinion, Swedish 
officers could be found who possessed a knowledge of the necessary languages and an 
‘Sequaintance with eastern habits and ways. 

oust Wrangel roti that same Swedish offen aa already been employed in 
tho Turkish service with considerable success, and that he was sure that his Govern- 
ment would make a careful sclection. 

Tam, &e, 
1, GREY, 





(624) No. 44, 
Sir Edward Grey to the Marquis Imperiali. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Offs, January 10, 1014, 
h 


WITH reference to your request, made on tho 3rd instant through Sir Arthur 

olson, that the British acting consul at Shiraz should take charge of Malian 
interests at that place in order to facilitate the settlement of some important claims, 
Thave the honour to inform you that I have much pleasure in sanctioning this arranso~ 
ment, and that the necessary instructions will be conveyed to that officer through His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

Thave, &e. 
1. GREY, 





[630] No. 45. 


Foreign Office to India Ofice. 
Sir, Foreign Ogice, January 10, 1911. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jotter of the Gth instant relative to the permanent appointment of a military attaché or 
intelligenco officer at His Majesty's consulate-general at Meshed. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that the views of the Army Council, to whom, as the 
Earl of Crowe is aware, from the letter of the 2nd November last from this Office, your 
communication of the 18th October was referred, was received on the 5th instant, and 
that Sir E. Grey's observations with regard to it will shortly reach you. 

With reference to the Inst paragraph of your letter under reply, I am to transmit 
to you herewith copy of a communication which Sir E. Grey has eaused to be addressed 
tothe Treasury, expressing the hope that fet may he given to the dosire formulated 

rein, 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Se eS 
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1630) No. 46. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 10, 1911. 
” WITH reference to your letter of the 22nd October last relative to the permanent 
appointment of a military attaché or intelligence officer at His Majesty's consulate- 
Goneral at Meshed, T am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copies of correspondence with the India Office on the subject. 3 
Tn view of the circumstances of the case, I am to express Sir B. Grey’s hope that 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury may see their way to give effect 
to the wish expressed in the last paragraph of the India Office letter of the Oth instant, 
‘py sanctioning the continuance of the appointment provisionally till the 31st March 
noxt, 
Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLE 





[1697] No. 47. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 16, 1911.) 


ir ‘Telwan, December 23, 1910. 
* WITH reference to my despatch No. 217 of the 24th November, I have the honowr 
to transmit copy of a despatch addressed (0 the Government of India by His Majesty's 
feonaul-general at Bushire, in which Colonel Cox comments on the views exprestod by 
Mr. Acting Consul Sinart in his despatch to me No, 45 of the 25th ultimo regarding 
tho attitude which wo should observe towards Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 5 
‘Teoneur with Colonel Cox in thinking that partisanship on our part for or against 


Boulet is to bo doprecated. 5 
You will ents that Mr. Smart's despatch, on which Colonel Cox comments, 


was writton under a misapprehension due to the wording of my note of the 14th 


October respecting the disorders on the southern trade routes. 
Thave, &e. 


G, BARCLAY. 
SS 


Enclosure 1 in No. 
Tieutenant-Colonel Coz to Sir G. Barclay. 


ial, 
ee ea Bushire, November 20, 1910. _ 
” WITH reference to the correspondence ending with Mr. Smart's telegram No. 85, 
dated the 16th November, to your address, I have the honour to forward herewith, for 
your Excalloney’s fnfonation a copy of tho lotr which I have ‘uddressed. to’ the 
Yovornmont of India in the Forcign Department regarding our policy in Fars. 
Thave, &c. 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
‘and Consul-General for Fare, &e. 


————————————— 


Enclosure 2 in No. 4 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to Government of India. 


ire, November 20, 1910. 
TN continuation of my letter dated the Sth November, 1910, on the subject of Fars 
politics, Ihave the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
Pipiey of further communications in the samo conection received from His MajGsty's 


consul at Shiraz.> 


(Confidential, 
ty 


* Nos Stand 45, aed 
} Gontil Smart, No. 45, Ostobor 25; ditio, No. 85, Telegraphic, Novembar 16, 1910. 
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2. Lam sorry to find myself differing a good deal from the views expressed by 
‘Mr. Smart. 

T strongly deprecate active partisanship on our part for or against the Soulet, 
whether at Tehran or Shiraz. Iwas never in favour of what may be called Mr. Bill's 
“proSoulet.” policy involving the adoption of the Firazabad route, and I disagree no 
Jess with the “‘anti-Soulet” recommendations made by Mr, Smart now. Nor, indeed, 
can I reconcile the latter with the simultaneous request made by him to the Soulet and 
his brother to provide for the safe conduct of Dr. Woollatt and Mr. Ferguson, of the 
Tmperial Bank, and their respective families from Bushire to Shiraz on return from 
Teave, This large party has just reached Kazeroon under the Soulet’s auspices, and 
to-day proceeded on towards Shiraz under the same arrangement. 

3, Tt has, I think, always been rogarded as a constant factor in our policy, and it 
is one which the country-side fully recognises and appreciates, that the interest taken 
by British representatives in the politics and dissensions of the interior is that of the 
attentive spectator and not that. of the partisan, and it is in my judgment especially 
necessary under the kaleidoscopic and topsy-turvy conditions of to-day that we should, 
as usual, preserve a tolerant and detached attitude towards the various elements in 
conflict, and maintain with them ordinary relations of friendly intercourse, It is a 
great advantage when occasion arises to be in a position to make.use of these relations 
to promote our commercial interests or facilitate our work, as we have done in the 
instance which bas just arisen in the necessity of arranging for the safe journey of the 
Woollatt and Ferguson families from Bushire to Shiraz. 

Moreover, we have recently decided to give the Persian Government one more 
chance of restoring order by their own unaided means. One can but be scoptical of 
their ability to do it, except, of course, quite temporarily, but as we have so decided, it, 
is my opinion that we shall be wiser to let them choose their own means and instru- 
ments and not provide them with the possible material for rounding on us later on for 
their ill-succoss. As regards the Soulet, it seems to me quito problematical at the 
moment as to whether the central authorities will elect to make their- attempt by his 
aid or by his preliminary extinction, but as regards the latter measure it, may bo taken 
for granted that it will be by no means simple of achievement except by assassination. 

If the Persian Government again fail to satisfy us and we are ultimately obliged 
to give them active assistance in the re-creation of security on tho southern trade routes, 
then surely our task will be all tho easier if we start unhampered by any inconvenient 
ties of active friendship or pronounced enmity with influential if conflicting political 
elements in the province. 

4, Again, looking at the question from a more comprehensive point of view than 
that of Fars alone, from which Mr, Smart writes, I think it will be agreed that the 
extinction of the Soulet would mean the strengthening of the Bakhtiari domination, 
and in my personal opinion our present interests in Peraia do not lio in that direction. 

5. Lam posting a copy of this communication to His Majesty's Minister. In the 
miganibile, on rocetpt"ot Alt, Smart's doepatsh No. 4, shovld li ask fox may views by 
telegraph, they will be submitted in the sense of the foregoing. 

Thave, & 
P. Z, COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
‘and Consul-Goneral for Far 


(1698) No. 48. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 16, 1911.) 


(No, 235.) 
Sir, 


" WITH reference to your despatch No, 114 of the 26th July, 1909, respecting the 
question of the status of Bahreinis in Persia, I have the honour to transmit herewith 


Tehran, December 23, 1910, 


copy of a despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, pointing out that the 
secirity and prosperity now existing at Mohammerah have attracted considerable 
numbers of immigrants from Babrein, who demand to be registered at His Majesty's 
consulate and brought under British protection. ‘This has attracted the attention of 
other Bahreinis resident in Mohammerah, who now claim similar treatment, 

Colonel Cox, when at Mohammerah in October last, discussed the matter with the 
Bo og sole ariel fo thet sein i etaboded in the leter from Lis 








4 


Mojesty’s consul at Mohammerah to Sheikh Khazal, which forms Enclosure 3 in this 
despatch. E E 
despatch. ure to express the opinion that the arrangement seems an eminently satis- 
factory one, especially in view of the private agreement come to by Lieutenant Wilson 
‘eek the Beputy-Governor of Mobammerah, referred to in the second paragrap! 
Tioutenant Wilson's despatch to Colonel Cox of the 21st October. 

rama propose, subject to your concurrence, to approve the action of Colonel Cox 


and Lioutenant Wilson in this matter. Re ee 
G. BARCLAY. 


SS 


Enclosure 1 in No. 48, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Co: to Sir G. Barelay. 


Bushire, October 30, 1910. _ 
rondence on the subject of Balireinis 
dwelling or elem spatch No. 116, dated the 
‘4th June, 1909, to His 


(Confidential) 


'y existing in Mohammerah compared 
radually increasing number of 
those islands of a political agent 
been in the habit 


n. 
ie attention of the numerous other 

‘who have lived there all their lives, if not 
no 


ion one sid 
the juncture wi ve or ent one for 
issu with tho Central Government, i “4 ‘ 
‘ome aubject was therefore discussed frankly with the sheilkh, and the solution 
rived at ny : (pcre 
sty seas desigueilly give and local aspect, in order that His Majesty's 
Legation might not necessarily bo et hy, if it was not approved. On the 
thier hand, itis hoped that j bie modus vivendi tor Mobammerah, 
end, in any ease, placos us in a better position in regard to Babreinis than we have 
sas Mlovto achiove in other Persian porta, whore wo do not register Babreinis, and 
ivere. opposition is invariably. offered to the exercise of our good oflies in their 
behalf. i 
am forwarding a eopy of this later to tho Government of India, 
Thave, &e, a) 
P. Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, &e, 


closure 2 in No. 48. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Lieutenant-Colonel Coz. 


ir, Mohammerah, October 21, 1910. 
THAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a letter which, after consultation with 
you, Taddressed yesterday to his Excellency Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan on the subject of 
the title of Babreinis to protection whilst within his boundaries. ‘ 

DT have further come to a private arrangement with Agha Abdi, Deputy- 
Governor of Mohatnmerah, whereby lie undertakes to refer to. me informally all cases 
concerning Babroinis, whether registered or not, before taking forcible action, on the 
Gaderstanding that I'do not interfero with his legitimate rights in the last resort, to 
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imprison recalcitrant debtors and malefactors, after T have satisfied myself by enquiry 
‘of the guilt of the accused persons. 

Tris too soon to predict how this arrangement will work in practice, but Tam not 
without hopes that it may gradually ripen into a full recognition of the position we 
‘occupy in regard to the people of Bahrein. 

{ estimate tho number of persons entitled, under the new arrangement, to 

‘ion at about 100, out of which about 60 may be expected to avail themselves 

i "Phe number of Babreinis in Arabistan legally entitled to our 

protection, ic, born in Bahrein or of parents born in Babrein, is probably from 1,000 
to 1,500, of whom some 509 live in Mohammerah. 

. It is therefore necessary to be circumspect when offering encouragement or 
countenance in this locality 1 Bahreinis applying for British protection and good 
ofices, and I think tho present arrangement Js quite as wide in its scope a8 8 af 
prevent desirable in our own interests here. ‘The arrangement which, has heen como 
fo is an informal one between the sheikh and this consulate, involving a far fuller 
recognition of our rights in regard to Bahrein than has yet been conceded by the 
Persian Government, who would doubtless object strongly were they to hear of the 
arrangement, Iam therefore keeping the existence of this agreement confidential, as 
far as possible. 

Thave, &e. 


‘A. 'T, WILSON, Lieutenant, T.A., 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul for Arabistan, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 48. 
Lieutenant Wilson to the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 


(After compliments.) ‘Mohammorah, October 20, 1910. 

WITH reference to the discussions of the subject which haye taken place betweon 
us during the last few days on the subject of the title of Bahreinis to British protecti 
while within your boundaries, I have the honour to confirm that it is agreed in a 
friendly compromise as botween your Hxeellency and this cousulate, with the con- 
currence of Colonel Cox, as follows : 

Bahreinis who have taken up their residence in Mohammerah since your accession 
shall be registered by His Majesty's consul upon application by them, after verification 
jn each case in concert with you. 

‘Should the statements of the persons themselves and of your representatives be at 
variance as to whether they are entitled to registration, and the title should appear to 
be in doubt, an enquiry will be held and the point will he decided according to the 
testimony of witnesses. The children of such persons shall be entitled to registration 
in the same way. 

"Phis arrangement with your Excellency is agreed by this consulate on the clear 
understanding that all Bahreinis entering or tect in your limits, whethor entitled 
to registration or not, shall be treated with consideration, and not be subject to 
annoyances by your subordinates. 

Should this unfortunataly happen it will become impossible to adhere to this 
agreoment, and it will become necessary to seek a solution of the question on other 


lines. 
‘A. 'T, WILSON, Lieutenant, I.A., 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul for Avabistan, 





[1699] No. 49. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hadward Grey—{Reeeived January 16, 1911.) 
(No. 236.) 


Sir, Tehran, December 24, 1910, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 40 of the 20th March last, Lhave the honour 
to transmit a translation of a note from the Persian Government regarding, the running 
fe 


by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company of its launch on the Upper Karun, I fear that this 
communication indicates that unless some arrangement is come to between the company 
and the Persian Government, the latter, on the expiry in March next of the period for- 
which permission to run the launch was granted, will make difficulties about extending 
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tho permission, and will renew their objections to the barges which, as you are aware, 
have been placed by the company on the Upper Karun without the consent of the 
Persian Government. 

Tn my despatch No. 174 of the Sth September last, T suggested that a settlement 
in tho Persian Government's favour of the dispute arising out of article 4 of the 
company’s concession might be offered as a quid pro quo for the abandonment by the 
Porsian Government of their opposition to the barges and the telephone which, also 
Without the consent of the Persian Government, the company is constructing along 
it pipeline, ee nee 

Concurrently with his negotiations in regard to the Kerman mining concession, 
Mr, Procce negotiated with Vekil-ul-loya an arrangement on the lines indicated in my 
despatch No. 174. Unfortunately, as reported in my despatch No. 232 of the 
19th instant, the Persian Government have now disavowed Vekil-ul-Roya’s negotiations, 
‘hey have, however, continued to press for a settlement of their claim against the 
il company in respect of its alleged non-compliance with the stipulations of article 4 
of its concession, and Mx. Preece, being very anxious to come to a settlement of this 
Jong-standing dispute, has offered to compromise on terms favourable to the Persian 
Government, and has at the same time waived the condition that in return for a 
settlement the Persian Government should undertake to abandon their opposition to 
the tolophone and barges. He has waived this condition with less reluctance, as he 
Hopes to. be able to obtain an undertaking in the sense desired, when the negotiations 
for the Kerinan mining concession are resumed under the more favourable auspices of 
the now Cabinet which Sardar Assad is seeking to establish, 

Moanwhile I do not propose to reply to the Persian Government's note. 

Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enelosure in No. 49. 


Hussein Kuli Khan to Sir G, Barelay. 
(ranslation.) 
Tehran, December 11, 1910. 


Secretary for Foreign Affairs, wos acting without previous knowledge or reference to 
the above-mentioned concession when ho gave permission to the oil company to use for 
one year @ launch on the Upper Karun, a position which caused so much stir and 
protest, ; 

Notwithstanding this, I have left that one year's permit. as it stood; but with 
respect to that portion of your Excelleney’s note which runs as follows : 


“Tfeel it right to inform you at once that this is not likely to suffice for the 
roquirem ts of the company’s business, in which ease I shall be compelled before the 
your expi s to apply to the Persian Government for a renewal of its position.” 


T have the honour to inform your Excellency that it will not be possible for the 
Foreign Ministry to tako this portion of your noto into consideration, or to believe that 
the oil company would be able, after the lapse of one year, to apply again for permission 
to uso the launch for a further period. ‘This representation made in advance does not 
place tho Foreign Ministry in @ position at this juncture to fall in with the wishes of 
the oil company. 

‘At the same time Ido not think it out of place to inform your Excellency that 
matters concerning the oil well [literally oil mine, probably meaning oil company] 
anil other mines directly concern the Ministry of Public Works, and it is the duty of 
that Ministry to attond to the affairs of that administration and to settle them, 

It therefore follows that the oil company will rofer their affairs to that Ministry. 

Tavail, &c. 
HUSSEIN KULL 
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11137] No. 50. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11, 1911.) 
(No. 237.) 
Sir, Tehran, Decomber 21, 1910. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 221 of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit a memorandum compiled by Major Stokes from despatches and telegrams 
from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz on the negotiations between the Persian 
Government and Souleted-Dowleh for the opening of the main route from Bushiro to 
Shiraz, and on the state of this road and of the road from Shiraz to Ispahian during the 
past few weeks. 

It will be scen that since Soulet announced that the main Bushire-Shiraz route 
was opened his measures for its protection have not sufliced to prevent robbories or to 
secure the recovery of the stolon property, and that certain British traders’ hesitate to 
use the road pending assurances from me that the Persian Government vill be held 
responsible for losses, assurances which, in the face of the official notification of Inst 
spring as to the opening of the Jirreh road, I do not see my way to give until T can 
obtain from the Porsian Government an official announcement that the main route is 
now open. So far I have not been able to extract this announcement, 

Nevertheless it will be noticed that caravans are passing along this road 
and also along the road from Shiraz to Ispahan, and no robberies havo boon 
reported from any part of the road sinco the 5th December, ‘This improvement 
is due, no doubt, more to the cold weather than to the measures taken for the 
security of the road, and Colonel Cox, in a despatch copy of which I enclose, 
gives reasons for thinking that Soulet-ed-Dowleh's co-operation with the Persian 
Government for the protection of the main Bushire-Shiraz route will not bo of 
Jong duration. But, however Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s attitude may develop, Nizam-os- 
Sultaneh, the new Governor-General of Fars, if the Persian Government. perseveres 
in its efforts to support him with troops and obtains the means of doing 0 by 
accepting the Imperial Bank of Persia's loan, should before the end of the winter 

@ behind him a force which should give him a fair chance of coping with the 
ation without Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s aid. 

Tn any caso T think that while immunity from robberies on tho Bushire-Tspaban 
nua, which has now lasted for three weeks, continues it would hardly be desirable that 
we should begin to insist on the acceptance of our scheme for the policing of tho 
road. 

Thave been totally unable to induce the Minister for Foreign Affairs to entortain 
the idea of spontaneously applying for our officers. He no doubt realises that British 
Indian officers are specially snited to the work we propos should be entrusted to them, 
but the apprehension that their engagement would provoke a demand from Russia for 
analogous arrangements on some of the northern roads is so general that a proposal 
for au application in the sense desired could have no chance of passing the Medjliss, 
nor do I think that the Persian Government could be induced to aecopt our scheme by 
the ordinary mothods of diplomatic pressure. 

Thaye, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 50, 
Memorandum by Major Stokes. 


EARLY in November Souleted-Dowleh arrived at Kazeroun at the request of the 
Minister of the Interior, and negotiations by telegraph wero immediately begun with 
him for the opening up of the Kazeroun road to Bushire. While the negotiations were 
proceeding, on the 14th November a very serious robbery by Boir Ahmadis (100 on 
foot and 10 mounted) took place at Ak-Chashmeh, the point at which tho Kazeroun 
and Firazabad roads meet, some 12 miles from Shiraz. Over 100 mules and 100 loads 
Were carried off, half the plundered goods being the property of British merchants, 
‘This robbery, occurring when it did, could only be harmful to Soulet-ed-Dovleh’s 
interests. From this fact it is to be inferred that the Boir Ahmadi, instigated in the 


‘Past to panes caravans in Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s interests, are now continuing to. gies 
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to his dotriment. Tn reply to telegrams from His Majesty's acting consul and from the 
Shiraz merchants he stated that he had gent a force to recover the goods. So far none 
of the stolen property has been restored. 

‘Meanwhile negotiations for the opening of the Kazeroun road continued. Soulet- 
ed-Dowleh was most reluctant to open the road because of the pecuniary loss entailed 
to him by the closing of the Jirreh road, and because once the Kazeroun road is 
opened the contral Government can gradually take over the policing of it themselves. 
Tf they do this, he loses control of the main trade route, which is the chief cause of his 

wer. On tho other hand, as his representatives at Tehran pointed out to him, the 
Persian Government must, in view of the British note of the 14th October, open the 
TKazeroun road, and if, therefore, he would not agree to do it, they would be compelled 
io use force against him. Soulet-od-Dowleh, well aware of his inability to hold his own 
if force were used against him, agreed to open the road. ‘The Government on their 
part undertook to pay for any number of guards he might find necessary to keep the 
Fond open. In addition, he was promised the support of the Goverament and, it is 
said, the governorships of Kamarij and Mamasenni. 

‘Tho Kazoroun road was accordingly opened, and of 400 guards, for w] 
arranged che Government shosld poy, 200 were placed on the section 

ra, 

Relying on Sonlet-ed-Doulch’s declaration that the road was safe, over 3,000 mules 

lett Shiraz for Bushire during the last week of November, 


‘On the 27th November a strong force of robbers, said to be the Boir Ahmadis and 
Kashgais, attacked these caravans at Pul-i-Karakach and carried off 184 loads, 260 
animals, nnd two pilgrims (women). ‘There were no British goods in these caravans. 
his robbery caused a panic among the merchants in Shiraz, and did much harm to 
Soulet-cd-Dowleh’s renascent popularity 

Tt has been variously suggested that this robbery was due to— 


1, Soulet-ed-Dowleh’s desire to foree the trallie back to the Jirreh road, or to 
compel the Government to give him more governorships and an increased allowance 
for guards, 
for cad maintaining an inadequate numberof guar and posketng the allowance 
for guards, 

3, Lo his having lost control of his tribes, the robbery being the work of those of 
hig own tribe who are opposed to him. 


Tn any case the responsibility lies with Soulet-ed-Dowlch. ‘Towards the end of 
November there was some fighting amongst the Kashgais near Kazeroun as a result of 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh's attempts to chastise the Parsismadan tribe, which was apparently 
chiefly responsible for the damage done to the tolegraph lines last October. Some 
twenty men were killed on both side 

A third robbery occurred on the 5th Decomber some 40 miles from Shiraz, when a 
¢aravan accompanied by troops 
No. detail: 
widespread disaffection against hint in_his on making the task of safeguarding 
the Kazeroun road a difficult one for Soulet-ed-Dowleh. He has so far failed either to 
afford effective protection to caravans or to recover plundered goods. Caravans on the 
main route are, however, reaching Bushire in safety, and the majority of the local 
snorchonta aro dispatching goods, hough certain Brith firms heatate to doso nendin 
assurances from His Majesty's Legation that the Persian Goverament will be hel 
responsible for losses. 

‘ho first results of the British note of the 14th October were to make Soulet-ed- 
Dovwleh for tho moment supreme, and to force him to open the Kazeroun road. ‘Three 
months were all too short a time for the Persian Government to get a new Governor- 
General to Shiraz and to open the road themselves. Consequently they had to offer 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh the choice between opening the road and being treated as a rebel. 
He chose the former. 

‘Tho Shiraz-Ispahan road is being used by caravans with safety. This safety is to 
be attributed in great measure to the arrival of winter, and failing the presence of a 
rong govesnor wit, troop, the spring, when tho tribes begin to migrate, will once 
more be a period of danger. 


BS. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 50. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 


No. 90, Confidential, 
s y Bushire, November 29, 1910. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with Legation telegram No. 251 
dated the 24th November, 1910, Lhave the honour to forward, for your Bxcellency’s 
information, a copy of a further letter on the subject of the situation in Fars which I 
have addressed to the Govérument of India in the Foreign Department. ‘i 

Copies of the letter forwarded herewith and of my letter of the 20th instant 
have been forwarded to His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz. for information. 

Thave, &e. 
P, Z. COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
Consul-General for Fars, die, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 50. 


Lioutenant-Colonel Coz to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, November 27, 1910, 

TN continuation of my letter dated the 20th instant: on the subject of the situation 
in Fare, I have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, copies 
of further correspondence in the same connection.* 

2, With reference to the doubt expressed by mo in paragraph 3 of my last com- 
munication as to whether the central Government: would attempt to pacify Fars, aud 
estore security for caravan traffic by the suppression of the Soulet-ed-Dowleh, Kashi, 
or through his instrumentality, it will be seen from the first entry in Mr. Smart's news 
sheet for the week ending the 12th Novembor that the trend of probabilities seems to 
ioe in the direction of the latter alternative, and the news entry derives corroboration 
here from a telegram received by certain Persian merchants from their Shiraz agents to 
the effect that the task of providing sccurity for caravans on the Kazeroun route has 
been, or is to be, entrusted to the Sou 

’3. In view of the abovo information, I think we are warranted in assuming for the 
moment that the means which the central Government intend to employ—I may say 
tare driven by force of circumstances to employ—in order to offect.a degree of seourit 
on the Bushire-Ispahan route sullicient to satisfy the demands of the British note will 
be the delegation of the task to the Kashgai Mkhani 

‘The primary object of our ultimatum is no doubt to ensure that something specific 
shall be done to save our commerce entering Southern Persia by Bushire and Bunder 
‘Abbas from completo annihilation, and I have before expressed the view that we had 
heat leave the contral Government to make the forlorn. attempt in their own way and 
not be identified with their probable failure, but now that it is tolerably clear how they’ 
rope to set about it we may avinedly consider the outlook from the point of view 

rovided. 

pio rThe necessities of our commerce may indeed be met for a time, for itwill probably 
uit the Soules personal elma to mainlata’ security, alo for 6 tine, on ihe Rusoroun 
route—the only route of which we should take cognisanco—but it will remain, socuro 
not at the will of the central Government, but at the independent pleasure or caprice 
of the Kashgai chief. It is thus the more unfortunate that the Soulet’s own financial 
intorests aro altogether inconsistent with a permanent reversion to the Kazeroun route, 
and lic in the use of the Firozabad or Jirrch alternatives, since the latter, passin 
through his personal estates and the sphere of Kashgai migration, afford him and his 
tribesmen every opportunity for making a large income out of passing traffic, by the 
sale of their produce to muleteers at exorbitant rates of their own fixing. The same 
considerations apply to the Shiraz—Ispahan section. 

Tt will bo realised, therefore, that any measuro of security achieved on the 
Bushire-Ispaban route by the Persian Government through the instrumentality of the 
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Soulet is likely to be quite ephemeral, and, when it comes to an end, to leave us in 
Precisely the same position as wo were in before. 

4, It is also a matter for conjecture whether the Soulet, whose present predominant 
position and influence in Fars, outside his own tribe, is based on a presupposed absence 
of obligation to pay revenue or submit to constituted authority, will be able to retain 
that position once he becomes an instrument of Government, and as such has to range 
himself on the side of constituted authority. My own belief is that, though a measure 
Gf temporary security may result from the employment of the Kashgai chief 
seemingly contemplated, it is out of the question to suppose that the Persian Govern- 
ment can effect. anything but a superficial and illusory semblance of improvement 
within the period of three months allowed them; and that no permanent amelioration 
of conditions can be hoped for from any programme which does not include the location 
in Fars of a large body of regular troops, sulliciently strong and imposing to enable 
Jocal governors to enforce authority without humiliating appeals for the assistance or 
sufferance of the notables, small and great, of the province, who are themselves the foci 
of all the cloments of anarchy now prevailing. 

The chaos which exists has taken years to develop, and it seems to me that it 
‘can bo effectively remedied in no less a period of time by any means which the Persian 
Government can unaided bring to be 

A copy. of this communication is being forwarded to His Majesty's Minister, 
‘Tehran, for information. 

Thave, &. 
P. Z. COX, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
Consul-General for Pare, &e, 





{1700} No, 51, 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived January 16, 1911.) 


(No. 238.) 
Si 


Tehran, December 27, 1910. 

THAVE the honour to report that since the debate on the subject of the Imperial 
Bank's loan, reported in my telegram No, 498 of the 7th i t, there has been no 
further discussion on the subjer the Med, in open session, though I understand 
that it has on several occasions been disc ed in secret sittings. 

‘Meanwhile, a committee has been appointed by Government composed of 
fourteen members, two representing each Ministry ; five of them are Europeans from 
the Customs and Postal administrations. The functions of the committee are to 
consider what portion of the proceeds of the loan should be assigued to each Ministry 
and to elaborate a scheme for the control of expend 

Tindorstand that no decision has yet heen. co ‘garding either the sum to 
be assigned to each Ministry or the form which to take, but that there is 
a likelihood that a European will be attached to each Ministry to supervise the 
oxponditure of its sharo, and Hussein Kuli Khan tells me that Ke has hopes that as 
much as 1,500,000 tomans will be specially ear-marked for the restoration of order in 


the south, 
Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 





{1701} No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Jam 16, 1911. 

(No. 289.) : Te eis y 

Sir, 
WITH referen 

transmit herein tr 

Foreign Affairs, in w Kuli Khan complains of a reply returned ou 

the 22nd ultimo to a question asked in the House of Commons Dapectena the 8i SARE 


in Persia, 
Thaye, &c. 
G, BARCLAY: 


6: 


Enclosure in No. 52, 
Hussein Kuli Khan to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Translation.) 


Your Excellency, ' [Undated] 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the “Times” newspaper, in 

iving an account of a discussion in the British Parliament concerning Porsia, states 
@ following — 

“Mf, Dillon asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether the lives of 
foreign eubjecta are in danger in Northern Persia, or whether they havo been in danger 
at any previous time, Sir E, Grey, in roply, stated that he could not say they were 
not in danger, and quite lately an attack had been made on the Russian consulate, 


‘The Persian Government feel that this statement, and that the British Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs is under a misapprehension, is to bo regretted in the 
highest degree, as up to the present no attack has been mado upon any one of the 
Russian consviates. Only at Kashan, for the purpose of seeking some rebels, did they 
in a very quict and orderly manner, and with the necessary permission, go to the 
honse of a Persian subject whose status as agent was under discussion between the 
Foreign Ministry and the Russian Legation, and whose status had not as yet been laid 
down, Sceing that a single European was not in that house, it is obvious that your 
Excellency will agree that an incident of this nature cannot bo construed as danger to 
Europeans. f 

‘As your Excellency does not ignore the steps and endeavours of the Persian 
Governmont for public security, the protection of the lives and property, of all 
Europeans, Iam certain that you will agreo with me that this manner of ignoring the 
pains taken by the Goverament for the maintenance of security, their peace and 
tranquillity, and such statements made by his Excellency the British aie Minister, 
which are inconsistent with his sonso of justice, cause pain and a feeling of hopelessnoss 
to the Persian Government. , . 

Tn view of the full information of which your Excellency is in possession con- 
corning affuirs in general, [hope you will lose no time in clearing up this error in tho 
necessary quarter. 

Tavail, &c, 
HUSSEIN KULI. 





[1706] No. 53, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeoived January 16, 1911.) 


No. 244.) 
ir, ‘Tehran, December 27, 1910. 
T HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia during the past four weeks, 
Thave, &o. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 53, 
Summary of Events in Persia for Month ending December 27, 1910. 


Tehran. 


ALL the Bakhtiari Khans arrived at Tehran at the beginning of December, and 
shortly sftervards called on His Majesty's Minister, ‘They all appear to be on friendly 
terms. It has been decided between them that Sardar Mohtashem (the Tbeggi) and 
Sardar Bahadur (Sardar Assad’s eldest son) are to proceed to the Bakhtiari country 
with full powers from the other khans to settle the outstanding questions with the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company. They have decided to leave Tehran on the 2nd January. 

Sardar Assad continues to play a prominent. political réle at ‘Tehran, though at 
eet _ affice. Ho is openly opposed to Ain-od-Dowieh, the Minister of the 

7 
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Interior, and to Farman Farma, the Minister of War, and is using all his influence 
with the Medjlise to bring about a change of Cabinet, He would like to bring about 
Tho appointment of Sipahdar as Premier, but is encountering some difficulty. Hussein 
Kuli Khan resigned the post of Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 27th instant, and a 
reconstruction of the Cabinet seems therefore imminent. _ ‘a 

‘Phe proposed loan from the Lnperial Bank of Persia was put before the Medjliss 
by the Minister of Financo (Sani-ed-Dowlch) on the 6th instant, and though the 
necessity for the loan was not disputed by the members they insisted upon being 
consultel as to the programme of expenditure, and also to be assured of proper 
control. ‘The question has not since been discussed in public. : 

‘On the 1th December, the Finance Minister was interpellated regarding the 
alleged simuggling which goes on in the Persian Gulf ports. It was suggested that 
tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company imported articles other than machinery without paying. 
customs duty, It was farther stated that in Arabistan the people wore overtaxed, the 
accusation being presumably against the Sheikh of Mohammerah, : 

On tho 17th December, the Minister for Foreign Affairs was questioned regarding. 
the negotiations for the withdrawal of the Russian troops, and replied that, though he 
hind received the formal promise of their withdrawal, so far his overtures had 
proved fruitless. ‘i 

‘On tho 20th instant, tho Minister of Posts asked the Medjliss to approve the 
renewal of M, Molitor's contract as assistant to his Ministry. Various objections were 
raised, and the matter was eventually referred to committee, " 

Mooz-os-Sultan, a leader of fedais, who took refuge at the ‘Turkish Embassy in the 
country when the fedais were suppressed last August, and had. remained there ever 
finco, was escorted to Tehran on the 2st instant by a deputation of merchants and 
Othors, including a number of deputies. He is, therefore, now at liberty again. 

M. Pokhitonow, formerly Russian consul-general at ‘Tabreez rived at 
‘Pohran to take up ‘the ne ted post of consul-general. He is setting up an 
Gstablishment apart from tho legation, and will have his own staff, Cossack escort, 
{id gholams. — Consular work has hitherto been attended to by the Oriental Secretary’ 
Department of the Russian Legation, which was, therefore, very much overworked. 


‘Pho great increase of consular business has rendered th 

AL Baranowski, the Russian Oriental Seoretary, le 
and was succeeded by M. de Giers, formerly vice-consul at Ardebil 

ho press has been even more violent than usual of late in its attacks against 
Russia and Great Bi 


Meshed. 


police le 
yosition at Gunabad, whenee 
recently inurdered the chief of police of 
hanged their b fore the gates of the town. 
boon sont against him. In the absence of a Governor-General, Zabir-cs-Sultan has 
Deen in a very difficult position, having neither money nor troops with which to 
support his authority. He has, however, displayed tact and resource, and has shown 
ienuine anxiety to avert disorders, _ When telegrams of a ves ‘e nature from 
Nojef were received at Meshed, urging vigorous protest agai sh note of the 
Mth October, Zahir-es-Sultan provented the telegrams becoming public property, and 
persuaded the local assembly: to content itself with a telegram of protest to the farelen 
ontatives at Tehran, Reports from Turbat speak of the complete absenco of 
security in the district, and the roads generally are unsafe. Major Sykes telegraphed 
fon the 13th Decomber that disturbances were possible at Meshed, where the deputy- 
overnor was in fear of his life. At Daragez trouble began in the middle of 
November, when the governor and chief of police were driven out of the town, On 
tho 25th, a new governor with some horsemen was dispatched from Meshed. | Mean- 
while, the Russian consul-general received several rather alarmist reports from Russian 
subjects at Daragez. ‘This appears fo have caused him to bring in twenty Russian 
Cossacks to guard the Russian agent, Resenting this, on the 28th November a mob 
Killed @ customs official and nine horsemen, and wounded the governor. On the 
2nd December, a section of the inhabitants of Daragez went to Bajgiran, where they 
sated the eutorns house and police officials, and robbed travellers, mostly Russian 
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subjects. ‘Their mimbers being increased to 300 they decided to attack Kuchan, but 
the relief squadron of Russian Cossacks which was on its way to Meshed was sent 
back fo Kuchan, and the town was probably thereby saved from being sacked. ‘The 
Russian consul-general then proposed to keep fifty Cossacks at Kuchan, and to have 
400 Cossacks ready at Gaudan on the frontier, to be called in if necessary. Major 
Sykes concurred in these proposals. On the 1th December he reported that the now 
Governor of Daragez was, on arrival there, imprisoned, and his servants killed, 
300 robbers were believed to be still near Kuchan, M. Poklewski has since modified 
ME regia proposals to i extent of antag fon Hig Coen ad Kachin and only 
2100 at Ganden. 

2, Captain Franklin, LMS, left for Europe vid Askabad on the 23rd November. 
Najor'O’Cooner left for Ssiaten’on tho 87h, ie 


Birjand. 


On tho night of the 3rd November ten armed men attacked Mr, Howson’s 
caravan between Aliabad and Bandan, Fortunately, Mr. Howson and his family wore 
some way in the rear of the caravan, On hearing shots, he, with a fow Ohagai 
horsemen, pushed forward. On hearing their approach the robbers mado off with 
fifteen camels and their loads, Mr, Howson followed at dawn and recovered twelve 
camels with their loads, but though he pursued for 30 miles, the robbers got away 
with threo camels. 


Seistan. 


1, Khalifa Khair Mohammed, who returned from Herat early in November, 
confirmed the report that from 2,000 to 3,000 Afghans, Afridis, and Waziris wore 
collected near Herat, intending to make an early start for the Mokran coast, A part 
of 300 was to march down vid Kalaifath and the main body vid Neh, ‘The Khalifa 
gave Major MeConaghey to understand that these men were in a very determined 
mood and bitterly resented tho losses of last year. About th 15th Novembor a part 
of twenty Baluchis loft Garmsel for the Mekran coast, A. party of 130 Afghanis, wit 
350 camels without loads, is reported to have passed through Neh for Mekran on the 
12th December. 

2, ‘Tho roads in Seistan are reported unsafe, and there have been several robberies 
of camels from caravans, It is unsafe for caravans to move without escorts, and 
escorts of Persian horsemen are difficult to obtain. 

_ 3, During October 2,860 cases wore treated and sixty-five operations performed 
in the consulate hospital at Seistan, and 708 cases treated in that at Birjand, 


Tspakan. 


1, The condition of the town has remained normal, ‘The price of foodstuffs has 
continued to rise, Much snow has fallen, and the cold and. dearnoss, of living 
are said to have caused widespread distress and much illness. ‘The municipality has 
arranged to purchase large quantities of wheat from the principal holders of grain, but 
so far the price of bread has not fallen, During the month a number of Bakhtiaris 
have complained to the local assembly that they have not een paid by their chiefs for 
their services at Kashan. ‘The assembly has tried to arrange the matter with the 
chiefs, who are now at Tehran, The condition of the province is apparently quiet, and 
the roads are, gonerally speaking, safe. Posts, carried by men to Abadeh and thence 
ty horse to Ispahan, ae coming through from Shira, and sivee the 28th November n0 
robbery has been reported on the Shiraz road. There have been no robberies on any 
of the roads during December, A meeting to protest against the continued presence 
of the Russian troops in Persia and tho British note of the 14th October.was held at 
Ispahan, but was uot a success. It was interrupted by two Soyyids, who protested 
against the high price of bread, ‘The majority of the 3,000 to 5,000 persons present 
appear to haye supported the Seyyids. 

‘The Russian Bank has opened a branch at Ispahan, with a staff of threo 
members, and has leased offices for three years, and will, it is understood, sell piece- 
goods and sugar and buy eotton. 

3. On the 21st November, Dr. Marrable, when bicycling with his wife to Julfs, was 
met by two horsemen, whom, as the road Was narrow, he requested to make way for 











sin, Ono of them struck him across the face with the open hand and then made of- 
Fr, ont minds the other man dismount, and demanded from him the name of the 
Dr. Mareeltue latter meanvhile returned, ond, loading his rifle, levelled it et 
Dr, Marrable and addressed him in the foulest language. Both men then made off. 
Pe vara an, a Persian Cossack, was subsequently apprehended and interrogated. 
Hise second ute knew the name of his companion, His Majesty's consul-general 1s 
pressing for the arrest of the offender. 


Yeed. 


With the exception of the Nain road, which has lately been fairly safo, all the 
ronds have been very disturbed an‘ numerous robberies are reported. Large bands of 
Toad lors appear to bé about, who plunder caravans and villages. | M. Vetroff remiaing 
aaa ee uble to continue his journey to Yoxd. _ Salari-Moayyed, the lato governor, left 
Saat io Lith November. He was guilty of the most unscrupulous extortion, and 
seipabtedlly amassed a very large sum by that means. ° Zeighamn-ed-Dowleh, Kashgai, 
Hane reamed office as governor, His Majesty's vieo-consulate is now free of refugees, 
ut during the past few weeks several persons have been in refuge, the danger from 
which they sought escape being due directly or indirectly to the late governor. 


Kermanshah. 


1. Mr, MeDonall resumed chargo. of His Majesty's consulate on return from leave 

on the 28th November, Mx. Knox left for Shi Bagdad on the 30th. 
NizamceeSaltanch left for Shiraz vid Pushti-Kuh on the 28th November. 

Ponding tho arrival of the new governor, Rukan-ed-Dowleh, two depaty-governors have 
eon appointed. ‘The leadors of the rival factions in Kermanshah havo met and sworn 
pean eee ottier in future, ‘The neighbourhood of Kermanshah has been someyhat 
Hstarberte and several robberies have been reported on the roads. | ‘The road between 
aeei-Shirin and Sar-Pal is rendered unsafe by tho presence of robbers, said to be 
Kullora, Tn the Kuliali tribe there has heen fighting between rival sections. ‘The 
feting governor has sent an emissary to make peace between them, 

FAT Nikolsky, Itussian consul, returned from leave on the 9th December. He 
jvas accompanied Dy twelve Russian Cossacks, the relief for his eonsular escort 


Hamadan. 


Sovoral robbories of caravans are reported quite close to Hamadan. Tn each of 
two caves four men were killed by the robbers. ‘The post, with parcels and passengers, 
Wye robbed on the 20th November, a servant of His Majesty's consulate at Kermanshah 
boing amongst the robbed. 

‘At tho ond of November the governor resigned and left, leaving the Government 
in the haudy of the heads of the administration. 


Kerman. 


‘The condition of the town has remained normal, but His Majesty's consul describes 
the condition of the province in November as deplorable. 

‘Mhe road to Yexd is still closed by robbers, of whom 400 under Samsam-i-Nizam 
wore reported, on tho 24th December, to be within 4 miles of the Kamalabad road. 
Though many rumours of the movements of Baluchi forees have been current, no 
funder details of their actual movements have been received, ‘The rumour that the 

‘ple of Rawar had dispersed owing to the establishment of quarantine proved to 
untrue, and reports as to the existence of cholera at that place are conflicting. 


Shiraz. 


1, The condition of the Bushiro-Ispahan road forms the subject of a separate 
despatch. 

®, Asnault of appeals from Kerbela, Tehran, and Tabreez to protest against the 
British note of the 1th October meetings were held at Shiraz, but do not appear to 
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have met with much support, though telegrams of protest were sent to all the legations 
at Tehran. This lack of support is not to be attributed. to any belief on tho part, of 
ihe people of Shiraz that England has no wish to intervene. Such, indeed, was the 
belief formerly when it was only thought that England had sacrificed constitutional 
Persia to despotic Russia for advantages gained elsewhere. The prolonged stay of the 
Russian troops in Northern Persia and the increasing anti-Dritish bitterness of the 
‘obran pres have, however, convinced many that wo ae at ono with the Russians, who, 
even at Shiraz, are hated, in aiming at the partition of Persia. ‘The British note of the 
Lith October and the telegrams from Kerbela have strengthened this conviction, Any 
interference now on our part in Fars politics would be misinterpreted, and would 
probably be of disadvantage to the party we might wish to help. 


Pensraw Gur. 


Bushire. 
) 

ir Khadar, Tangestani, has been endeavouring, so far without success, to 
get himself appointed Kalentar of Bushire. He is known to bo in communication 
With Soulet-ed-Dowleh, aud is stated to be acting at tho lattor’s instigation, Not 
Ineoting with success he applied to Soulet-od-Dowleh for assistanes, but was told 
that he must wait, as more important matters were on hand. ‘The headman of 
Bushire Island is already a ‘Tangestani, and were an influential ‘Tangestani to become 
Kalentar of the town, Bushire would be dominated by the Tangestani element and 0 
vory iniconvenient situation would result. 

2 Zait Khadar recently demanded an allowance from the customs for each 
customs office established in Tangestan, On refusal of payment he is reported to 
have ordered tho removal of all customs officials from ports in his district. ‘Tho 
customs ‘office at Laver has had to be closed owing to an attack mado on it by 
Dashtis, who earried away all the cash receipts, ‘The local authorities were apparently 
unable to take any notice of the incident. 

'3, Owing to trouble at Debai, Colonel Cox was obliged to Teave for that coast 
hurriedly, in company with Admiral Slade, on the 26th December, Ho expected to bo 
absent from Bushire for a week. 


Bunder Abbas. 


On the 2lst November a caravan was plundered on the Kerman road, British 
goods to the value of 1001. being included in the plunder, 





[1707] No, 54, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived January 16, 1911.) 
‘0. 245. Confidential.) 


Teliran, December 30, 1910. 

IN my telogram No, 512 of the 28th instant I reported tho resignation of tho 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Te had been very geuerally expected that Hussein Kuli Khan's resignation would 
be followed at yesterday's sitting of the Medjliss by an attack on the Cabinet at the 
instigation of Sardar Aad, The sitting, however, passed off without incident, and 
tho Ministry, shorn, indeed, of its most active member, is still in ofice, Its fall, however, 
can hardly be long delayed. ‘The Cabinet's genuino supporters have always been in 
sn a i die Majlis, but for a long time Sardar Assad, who several weoks ago 
colared to mo that he was working to establish a new Cabinet, appears to have been 
tunable until now to get the invertebrate and heterogencous body known as the 
Moderates to agree a8 to the composition of the new Cabinet, the unpopularity in 
certain sections of Sipahdar, whom Sardar Assad desires to seo Prime Minister, being, 
Thelieve, the chief stumbling-block. 

Judging from the language of Sardar Assad to a member of my stall a day or two 
agp, om sor that he is now quite confident of success. Ho said that he had 

8 








aa tics during the last few days to discuss 

1 at mang secret sessions of the Medjliss during the 

SRG hun and hn enlaces ois ft 
ibinet we chan; e ant is i r he " bs 

ae ete fiasae sey to its fate. It hhad been decided to bring in a vote 


: fdenco in a day oF two. Sale 
of want of confidence 9 Py ope That the new Cabinot would succeed in establishing 


i i i the Medjliss 
‘canath the two Powers, and said that he was arranging that 
betta at AL Lit did not fallin with the new Cabinets views it would havo 


to be changed. fieeiee 
G, BARCLAY. 





(1708) 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Eiteard Grey —(Reecived January 16, 1911.) 


og BaD ‘Tehran, December 30, 1910. 
j erly been made towards 
T HAVE the honour to report that no progress had Intterly r 
obtaining the ratiGention by tho Medjliss of the Arabistan Telegraph, Sareea and 
Sorat Mirza, tho Minister of Posts and ‘Telegraph, bad constantly replied ' Te 
ears rosentations of Mr. King Wood, the director of the Indo-European Pelogra 
Prayarument, that the woment was nol ‘an opportune one for presenting, the 
Poaarerae yy agreement which contained such delicate matter as the prolongation o 
the oxisting telegraph concessions. 


in my telog 4 fhe 20th November, the 

A Short time ago, as ropeated in my telegram No. AGA of the 2 , the 
Mini nerf Posts and Telographs applied to Mr. King Wood for the lonn of one of his 
seater eee in temporary order the Mobammerah-Abyoz and Borasjan telegrap 
lines ‘Lhe department consented to comply with eat on tho express 
understanding that thelr doing 88 should not prejudi igreement for 

S transfer of these lines to the department now avra 
she transfer O eo hos now been given in writing by Assadullah Mirza, and an officer 
of the department has been dispatched to Arabistan. i 
Ha rey document Avsadullah Mirza has also expressed reaigens to 
in fluores hie colleagues of the Cabinet to agree fo present the convention to 
jaune i coy st annual aceonnt fos trminal charges between the lepartment 
© Porsian Government had been settled in full. ence 

aa ae onto, Afr. King Wood had under instructions from his chief in London 
obi tae Horetan Goverunient with the sum of gomo 1,200, representing, the actual 
demtaes sustained by his exployés, owing to the prevalent disorder when in fhe 
perforinanee of their Nulise Aesaduilah Mirza had demurred at this deduction, and T 
Pad supported Mr, King Wood's action in a note to the Persian Government. 

Fe avrover of hia Excellany’s rocont assurances, I have at the request of 
Mr King Wool lot’ the Persian Government understand that if assurances, are 
Mir eng. xhat tho claims in question will be paid with the least possible delay, the 
account will be settled in full, Paes 

G. BARCLAY. 





[1138] No. 56. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received January 11, 1911.) 


gee sFekran, December 31, 1010 

* WITH reforonce to my telogram No. 513 of the 29th instant, I have the honour to 
transit Horewith a, translation of the note which the Persian (overament have 
traniinie ia voply to amy note of tho 17th ultimo respecting the insecurity on the 

: de. ; 
Soutliore Piero the Honour to send you by telegraph before this despatch reaches you 
such commonts as T desire fo make on the document in question, 

have, &e. 
G BARCLAY. 


SS 


Enclosure in No. 56. 


Vasir Zadeh to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Translation.) 
Your Excelleney, Tehran, 25 Zilhejjeh, 1328 (December 26, 1910). 

IN reply to your answering note of the 17th November, I have the honour to say 
regarding vour idea that the effects of the stay of foreign troops on Persian soil are nob 
Tevellent, that as your sense of the importance of things will testify, there can be 
no doubi that the presence of foreign troops in the interior of a country naturally 
engages the attention of the Government and causes its prestige to suffer, and for this 
Cause the good intentions of the Government for comiplete good order as desirable are 
tinproductive of result, but as this matter was fully dealt with in my note of the 
Dlat October, Ido not think it necessary (0 repeat myself on this occasion. 

Regarding communications between Bushire and Shiraz to which you referred, 
your Excellency is not unaware that the Persian Government, which has always borne 
Fn inind the necessity to uphold commercial relations, has appointed Sowlet-ed-Dowleh. 
{omaintain order of the Bushire-Shiraz road. Besides this, the Persian Government 
}iave taken preliminary steps for the further maintenance of order, which I now 
‘cominunicate to your Excellency :— 


1, A competent governorgeneral, with necessary instructions, has been appointed 
and sent to Fars, and will shortly arrive at his post, After his arrival ho will take 
fundamental measures for the completion of entire order in those parts. 

2, The responsibility for the protection of security on the Kazeroun road has been 
entrusted to Sowlet-ed-Dowleh, Atpresent he has placed 380 mounted and unmounted 
guards on that road, and they are patrolling it, and according to reliable reporis the 
Kazeroun road is in perfect security. 

force composed of mounted and unmounted men as well as. artillery is being 
sont; of these 700 men and three guns sent from ‘Tehran have passed Kum, two 
Teqiments from Hamadan, and the Jelali regiment will join the forco at Ispahan. "This 
force is over and above the garrison at present in Fars. 

1. considerable sum out of the loan which is about to be coneluded will be laid 
aside for the perfection of security, and the Government is engaged in elaborating a 
system by which the expenditure necessary for this purpose will be properly laid 
down and its control properly curried out 

ides the appointment to Fars of one of the European military officers 
gun ‘an Government, very shorily a number of men will be employed 
fit arrive from abroad for the prompt organisation of the gendarmerie, 


Thave no doubt whatever that in view of these measures the project of the Persian 
Government for the perfection of order will be fully carried out, and that. your 
Fxcollency’s anxieties will be dispelled. 

With regard to your Excellency's statement that the increase of the customs in 

agoui-il” 1909-10 concern the north and not the south, I have the honour to draw 
your attention to the fact that the cause of the increase in the northern customs is only 
Xue to the importation of a large quantity of silver, and has no connection with the 
general trade of the country. 

‘As to the statement made in your Exeellency’s note that the receipts of Bushire 
lust year were less than those of (Pichiil) 1908-9, and that likewise the receipts of 
(Pichil-il) 1908-9 were much less than the year previous to that, I have the honour to 
Inform you that although the customs receipts of Pichi-il were less, on the other hand, 
however, the customs receipts of the other southern ports were doubled. ‘Therefore, 
the whole trade of the southern ports should be taken into consideration in. their . 
‘entirety in order that a proper idea should be formed of the trade of the south. Under 
these circumstances, it is perfectly clear that, even if compared to the customs recoipts 
of the last three years, those receipts of the five months mentioned in my note show a 
palpable improvement. 

‘With respect, however, to the increaso in the first five months of the present year, 
regarding which you stated that the harvest of tlie present year was an exceptionally 
abundant one, Ihave the honour to say that the abundanco of the harvest can only 
affect the receipts accruing from exports and not from imports. 

Regarding your statement that the receipts of the Bushiro customs have increased 
by 12 per cent., I do not think it superfluous to remind you that although an increase 
of 12 per cent. is a considerable one and worthy of being taken into account, and that 
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such An increase in the commercial statistics of other countries is a proof of a progress 
jn trade, the inerease in the customs receipts of Bushire are much in excess of 12 per 
‘ont, since the increaso of ‘“it-il” over “ takagoui-il” was 20,943 tomans, which makes 
{difference of 20 per cont: If we only take the customs receipts on imports into 
“ousideration the increase of “ it-il” over “takagoui-il” is 25,412 tomans, which gives 
Gu inorease of 25:por cent. I have no doubt that in view of these facts your Excellency 
Will ngree that the general trade of tho south has not suffered and has even increased 
and progressed during the last (few) years. : 

Regarding the surtax of 10 per cent. on the southern customs, the Persian 
Government is grateful for the friendly assistance of the British Government, and, in 
View of the supreme importance attached by the Persian Government to the perfection 
Bf ordor and the consolidation of commercial relations, they will institute a scheme by 
Sihich the revenue derived from this source will be effectively applied to the expen- 
Uituro iu view. Under these circumstances, I have no doubt that the scheme which the 
Porsian Government has in view for the effective expenditure of this money will be 
considered sufficient for the fulfilment of this condition. 

But in reply to th last paragraph of your Excellency's note, I have the honour to 
rofor your Excellency to my note of the 2ist October. 

VAZIR ZADEH. 





(1223) No. 
Treasury to Poreign Office. (Received January 11.) 
Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, January 10, 1911. 
WITH refer our letter of the 2nd November last relative to the post of 
intelligence officer at Meshed, I an directed by. the Lords sioners of His 
Majosty's Treasury to transmit herewith, tobe laid before the Secretary of State for 
Rorogn Affairs, copy of a lotter dated the 4th instant addressed to this Department by 
tho War Olfice, and [ain to enquire whether the post in question is regarded by the 
Seoretary of State as of sufficient diplomatic, apart from ry, value to justify a 
continued chargo in rospect of it on Foreign Office votes on other than ‘military 
grounds ‘i 
Tam to add that if any Imperial contribution is mado in excess of half the officer's 
pay, my Lords are disposed to think that, considering the nature of the expenditure 
anid the absence of ny control over it here, it should be subject to a maximum 
mit 
Tam, &e. 
G. H. MURRAY. 





(1225) No. 58. 
Imperial Bunk of Persia to Poreign Ofiee—(Recoived January U1.) 
Sir, 25, Abeliurch Lane, London, January 10, 1911 
T HAVE the honour to inform you that twice recently the bank in Tera 
eon subjected to the annoyance of Persian subjects claiming that the special prov 
Of article 10 of our concession (relating to arbitration) should apply in instances where 
the ordinary Persian Foreign Office Court: provides adequate scope for deciding such 
eases, 
‘Woe understand from a telegram received from Tehran yesterday that the British 
vice-consul there declines to take any steps in these eases pending the decis 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs upon the scope of article 10 of the ban! 
Iso understand that the two questions have been submitted to the 
reisen Ollice by His Majesty's Legat 
Tn view of the fact of Persian subjects claiming the privileges that were always 
hold by us to have heen framed for the exclusive protection of the bank, and upon 
which n difference of opinion exists in Tehran, we referred the article in question to our 
Jawyers for their opinion. 
have the honour to enclose, for your information, extract of a letter bearing upon 
the subject from our chief manager in’ Tehran, dated the 23rd November last; extract 
from Messrs. Coward and Hawksley’s letter of the Ist December regarding the 
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‘enibezzlement case in Shiraz; also extract from a further letter from the latter, dated 
{he 16th December, ineference to article 10 generally and our claim upon the Muin-ut- 
TTujjar, Tehran, which covers the two cases referred to above. I further send you copy 
of'a telegram recsived yesterday from our chief manager in Tehran asking us to explain 
the situation to you. 

‘We shall have much pleasure in supplying any further details in our possession 
should you desire them, and we shall be glad to hear at your convenience the views of 
the Seeretary of State on the subject. 

Thave, &e. 
G. NEWELL, Manager. 


P.S.—For facility of reference we beg to enclose copy of article 10 of the bank's 
concession, modified by article § of Appendix 4 of the same document.* 
GN. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 58. 
Bxtract of Letter from the Chief Manager, Tehran, dated November 23, 1910, 


IT WIRED you on the 17th instant to submit for counsel's opinion article 10. of 
the bank's concession. I understand that the legation have written to the Foreign 
Office with the same object in view. Both the legation and ourselves are being 
harassed for arbitration in cases which have nothing to do with this mode of procedure, 
and the present enquiry arises out of a case which has already been given against. the 
plaintiff (originally defendant) by the Persian Goverument itself, to wit, Johannes's 
‘embezzlement of 2,000 tomans in Shiraz, 

‘The Muin-ut-Tujjar ease has been. pigeon-holed on the same frivolous protext, and 
if we submit to either—bearing in mind the de France award in the Istmatl Yezdi case— 
we might as well abandon all claims we have on Persian subjects; indeed, T might even 
say it would be advisable to withdraw from the country altogether, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 58. 


Bxtract of Letter from Messrs. Coward and Hawksley, Sons, and Chance, dated 
December 1, 1910, 


WITH regard to Johannes, we understand that he had embezzled the bank's 
funds, that a criminal charge was brought against him, that he was tried by the 
*goyernot’s court,” which we should assume was a native court, and that, Johannes 
then having mude restitution, the bank did not press for further punishment, and we 
assume that Johannes was thereupon released. We fuil to seo what possible: interest 
the bank can have in any further proceedings that may be taken by Johannes, or what 
question there is between you that can be suggested as a subject for arbitration, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 58. 


Extract of Letter from Messre. Coward and Haveksley, Sons, and Chance, dated 
December 16, 1910, 


WE should assume that anyone subject (0 the jurisdiction of the Persian courts 
would be eutitled to institute proceedings in those courts against any other person 
similarly subject to their jurisdiction, and that thus the bank would be entitled, if they 
thought fit, to sue the Muin-ut-Tujjar. We see no answer that he could have to such a 
suit on the grounds of want of jurisdiction against him, ‘The provision in the concossion. 
granted to the bank was not inserted for the benefit of anybody but the bank, and no 
one else would have a right to take advantage of it. ‘The bank, on the other band, if! 
they were sued would have a right to say that by the concession the Crown had 


granted them the right to have any daputes that aro determined inthe mode that 
the concession prescribed. 


© Already pri 
i768] Already printed, o 
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Pek ers : * = 

Hf the bank have a claim against the Muin-yt-Tujjar and he refuses to pay, 
must be made to pay either through the ordinary tribunals or by arbitration. If the 
hank, therefore, for their own put do not desire to proceed by arbitration, we 
pare other alternative but to proceed through the ordinary tribunals whatever they 
may be. 


a 


Enclosure 4 in No, 58. 
Copy of Petagram received from the Chief Manager, Tehran, dated January 7, 1911.) 


OUR confidential letter of the 28rd November. 
Your confidential letter of the 2ist December, a 4 
‘consul states ean take no steps pending decision Foreign Office. Please 
explain situation Foreign Office. 





(1242) No. 59. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 11.) 


(No, 10. Very Confidential.) 
Molegraphic) 2. ie 
RUSS troops at Kazvin. 
Ploaro refer to Sir Cr Buchanan's telegram No, 2, dated the Ist January, and to 
your telegram to St, Petersburgh No, 6, dated the 7th January. a 
M. Poklowski appears to be favourably impressed by new Minister for Fore 
Affairs, and T believe that, if Russian Government, on learning of signature of the 
Traian conversion, which appears to be imminent, were to consult with Russian 
Ministor as to the iinmediato recall of the troops stationed at Kazvin, latter would be 
disposed to concur unless anything unforeseen occurred. : 
‘M. Poklewski has throughout insisted so firmly on satisfaction being granted in 
the questions of the motors and. the mines, as a c ion precedent of the wi ithdrawal. 
‘of the Kazvin force, that it will be difficult for him himself to propose to give way on 
these points. 


Tehran, January 11, 1911. 


OO 


(1252) No. 60. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
(No. 11.) 
(Poleseraphic.) P. 

‘OIL company's proposed borings at Ahwaz, 

Please roler to my telegram No, 9 of the 9th January. 

Following sent to His Majesty's acting consul, Mohammerah :— 

“Mx, Greonway, managing director of the oil company, should arrive to-morrow 
at Mohammerah. 

“’No decision bas yet been arrived at with regard to the proposed boring operations 
on sheikh’s territory, and question is still being considered in London, 

‘Proposal has been put forward by the company to give to sheikh a share in the 
profits if he demands it, and to deduct an equivalent amount from share appertaining 
to Persian Government. 

“T have pointed out, in reply to an enquiry from Foreign Office, the objections to 
this course, and you should prevent Mr. Greenway from committing himself with 
sheikh pending the receipt of further instructions from me.” 


Tehran, January 11, 1911. 





nm 
1253) No. 61. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received January 11.) 
(No. 12.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 


MY telegram No. 4 of the 3rd January. 
Governor-General of Fars arrived at Bushire yesterday. 


Tehran, January 1, 1911. 





(584) No. 62. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Poreign Office, January 11, 1911. 
WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 2ist ultimo relative to the 
question of the removal of Lieutenant Rankin from his present post of His Majesty's 
consul at Ahwaz, Tam directed by Secretary Sir Bdward Grey to inform you that he 
hhas received a letter from the India Office, intimating the willingness of the Govern 
ment of India to sanction his retention there till after February next, in accordance 
with the wish expressed by your Board. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[1363] No. 63. 


Pach Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived January 12.) 
No. 13, 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 12, 1911. 
HORMUZ oxide. 
11 of tho 10th January, T have the honour to 
the Persian Government most: strongly for proof 


Mallet’s letter to Messrs. ier of the: December, 1910. There appears to me 
no reason to depart from attitude outlined therein. 

In the face of our caveats I do not see how shipments of 0: ‘can prejudice case 
in favour of Persian Government, and sooner or later it is itable that Weir's 
market should be spoiled unless His Majesty's Government insist on the revocation of 
Strick’s contract—a course which I presume you would not see your way to adopt even 
supposing that the Persian Government: wero unablo to substantiate their caso, 
Morely to put a temporary stoppage to Strick’s shipments would presumably be of 
only slight benefit to Weir; on the other hand, it would furnish Strick with grounds 
fora claim against the Persian Government, and if we had pressed for the stopp: 
wo could obviously not support Strick in tho matter, although the claim would 
apparently be a just one. 

T venture (0 submit, moreover, that compliance with Ellinger's demands might 
appear at this juncture in some measure tantamount to an admission that we ought to 
have stopped conclusion of Strick’s contract with Persian Government. 





[1343] No. 64. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 
Wo. 12,) 
(Telegraphic St, Petersburgh, January 12, 1911. 
PERSIAN ‘Transport Company's road concession. 
Note received from Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs states that Russian 
Government have no objection to His Majesty's Government negotiating with Persian 
Government for ten-year extension on understanding that concession relates only to 
carriage roads, and contains nothing which might enable company to claim right to 


construct railways. 
(Gent to Tehron.) 

















2 


No. 65. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Ofice, January 12, 1911. 

T TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of correspondence with the French 
‘Ambassador relative to the claim of Messrs. Schneider, the well-known manufacturers 
of guns, &c,, against tho Persian Government on account of arms furnished to them 
in the year 1905.° 

Teavill be observed that M. Cambon's note of the 2nd ultimo, while not making 
entirely elear the position of.the firm towards the Persian Government in respect of 
fheit claim as compared with the claims of other foreign subjects, appears to imply 
that it is entitled to more favourable treatment than the latter. 

Tt is further mentioned in this note that the special situation of Messrs. Schneider 
jn connection with their claim is known to the Imperial Bank of Persia, and in view of 
this statement I caused the circumstances of the case to be explained privately to the 
chairman of the board of directors of tho bank, with a view to obtain the desired 
information. 

Sir’, Jackson replied in three private lettors, the first of which threw no light om 
tho subject. I enclose copies of tho two others,t from which it appears that the 
transaction in question was carried through in a manner discreditable alike to 
‘Messrs. Schneider and to the Persian officials concerned. 

Tshould be glad to receive your opinion as to whether the claim is entitled to 
special treatment as M. Cambou appears to imply, and, if not, whether it nevertheless 
‘eorits inolusion in any list of claims which’ may be presented to the Persian 
Government in connection with a larger loan, if any such transaction is completed in 
the future, 

Tam, 





(335) No. 66. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 

4, 

Sin, } Foreign Office, January 12, 1911. 

LHAV® roceiyed your despatch No, 233 nid ultimo, forwarding copies of 
ospatches from His Majosty’s consul-general at Bushire and the British acting consul 
iM Mohammoral on the subject of the Karun inrigati 

AVith regard 40 Licutenant-Colonol Cox's suggestion, supported by you, that Sir W. 
Willeocks should again be consulted as to the dependence of the date groves of the 
Shav-el-Arab on the silt from the Karun, it appears to me that, in vie 
hho definitely stated to Lieutenant Wilson Inst year that he had mo 
which he exprossed in 1900 on this point, andl of the numerous other considerations 
how put forward which show that the scheme is impracticable in any ease, is hardly 
necessary to rofer the qnestion to hit again. 

With reference to the final paragraph of your despatch relative to the probable 
receipt of a further communication from the Netherland Government on this subjec 
T have to stato that so far no such communication has reached me. In the ever 
however, of the Netherland Government reopening the question, I propose to explain 
to them frankly what are, in the opinion of experts, tho objections to the scheme, and 
to inform them that His Majesty’s Goverment cannot bring pressure to bear on the 
sheilhh to undertake a work from which, as it appears, he cau hope to derive no 

advantage. 
Tam, &e. 
GREY. 





* M. Gambon, November 14, to M. Cambon, November 2%; M, Cambon, December 22, 1910. 
¢ Sir, Jackson, Jan ditto, January 7, 1911, 


(1421) No. 67. 
fAnglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office—(Received January 13.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, B.C., 
January 12, 1911, 
® tho honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 11th January, 
intimating that the Government of Iniia is willing to sanction the retention of Consul 
Ranking at Ahwaz till after February next. This is most satisfactory from my 
company’s point of view, and have to tender to you our very best thanks for your 
‘good offices in the matter. 
Thave, &e. 
©, W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman, 





[43072/10) No. 68. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


(No. 13.) ‘ 
ir, Foreign Ofice, January 13, 1911, 

HAVE reecived your despatch No, 853 of the 23rd November last, transmitting 
tho explanation furnished by His Majesty's consul at Bussorah of his attitude and action 
in connection with the difference which arose last April between tho Sheikh of 
Mohammerah and the Vali of Bussorah. 

‘As regards Mr. Crow's general attitude in the dispute, much may bo said in 
justification of his plea that he was ignorant of tho obligations of His Majesty's 
Government towards the sheikh, and that his action was prompted solely by his 
anxiety to protect British interests at Bussorah, which it is in fact his first: duty to 
Sufeguard, On the other hand, although Mr. Crow states that tho sheikh’s responsi- 
Dility for disturbances on tho river and in the vilayet of Bussorah during the last 
ight years is notorious, he admits that no disturbances of importance had occurred on 
the river during the preceding winter, and that the sheikh had promoted a reconcilia- 
tion between a riverain chief and the vali, Moreover, Mr. Crow has been at Bussorah 
tinco 1903, and, even if he was unaware of the assarances of His Majesty's Government 
to the sheikh, he must have realised tho general nature of the relations between that 
chief and His Majesty's Government, 

Mr. Crow is, of course, perfectly right to report any misbehaviour on tho part of 
the sheikh, and he should continue to do so. His Majesty's Government desire to be 
aconrately informed on this subject, and it would be useful to receive periodical 
reports a8 to the sheikh’s conduct. 

Tn view, however, of the cousiderations which he has advanced in defence of his 
goneral acide ‘in the question, Mr. Grow may be informed that his explanation is 
accepted. 

Me second point concerns Mr. Crow's failure to warn His Majesty's Embassy of 
the vali's intention to attack Zein, I consider that, in view of the threats uttered by. 
tho vali in his conversation with Mr, Crow on the 22nd April, the latter should at once 
have telegraphed the substance of that interview to His Majesty's Embassy. It may 
be true, as Mr. Crow says, that the vali’s statement appeared to him to have the 
character of a warning only; but if this was the case he could have made this clear. 
He was under no necessity to report it as a positive fact. Tt is at least highly probable 
that, if Me, Crow had informed His Majesty's Embussy immediately, the attack on 
Zein and tle complications to which it gave rise might have been prevented. 

[fully recognise Mr. Crow's reputation as a capable and conscientious officer, and 
Tam aware that the difficulty of his position is enhanced by the chauvinistic character 
of the Turkish officials with whom he has to deal. 

‘You should’convey to Mr. Crow the observations contained in this despatch. 

Tam, &e. 
EB. GREY, 





{176s] 











(1138) 
Foreign Office to India Ofiee. 


Sin, Foreign Office, January 13, 1911, 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the Sth instant relative to the 

muestion of the restoration of order on the roads, of Southern Persia, Tam directed by 

eretary, Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of despatch from His 
Majesty's Minister at ‘Tchran,* forwarding’ translation of the note which the Persian 
Government have addressed to him in reply to his communication of the 17th 
November on this subject. ee ae 4 

Tam to stato that thore appears to Sir E. Grey to be nothing in this note which 
necessitates a modification of the opinion formed by him, in the light of the 
telegraphic summary, that the draft suggested by Sir G. Barclay constitutes an 
adequate reply to it. 

Sir D, Grey would accordingly propose, subject to the concurrence of the Earl of 
Crowe, and to any suggestions which his Lordship may wish to offer, to address to Sir 
G. Barclay a telegram informing him that his draft is approved, and authorising him to 
roply to the Pursian Government forthwith in accordance with its terms. 

am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


No. 71. 
Foreign Office to Indo-European Telegraph Company. 


Sir, Foreign Offee, January 13,1911. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 12th ultimo relative to the 
desire of your company to be supplied with copies of maps of certain parts of Persia, 
belonging to a set believed to have been prepared for official use, Lam directed by 
Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a letter from the India 
Office, stating that the sheets referred to appear to be among those of the India and 
Adjacent Countries ” series, now under issue by the survey of India. 

Both the series in question, viz: (1) OF sheets on the rashraa Scale, which are 
on sale to the public; and (2) of the “degree” sheets which, as regards. territory 
deyond the Indian frontier, are for official use only, are as yet very incomplete. Tho 
only sections at present available in respect of the area described in your letter of the 
6th ultimo are: “Millionth” sheets, Nos. 10, 17, and 18, and “‘dogroo” sheet 
No. 9M. Iam to transmit to you herewith copies of these, subject, as regards the 
“degreo” sheet, to the undertaking assumed in the last sentence of your communica- 
tion referred to. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(611) No. 70. 


Foreign Office to Messrs. P. Ziegler and Oo., Messrs. H, 0. Dizon and Co., and 
Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Sona. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 13, 1911. 

TAM dircoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 4th instant relative to the stato of affairs in Southern Persi 

With roferenco to tho statement that the road from Shiraz to Ispahan is now open 
to traffic and safo for ea am to inform t, according to. the more recent 
reports received from His Majesty’ 1, the Bushire-Ispahan road has 
eon free from robberies since the 5th ultimo, but it is’ not clear whether the Shiraz~ 
Tspahan section of it is open for traf 

Sit G. Barclay reported on the 30th ultimo that caravans were passing along the 
Bushire-Shivaz seotion of the road. 

With referenco to your tions on the subject of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, I am to 
stato that itis hoped, that it will shortly bo possible to anaintain order on ‘the road 
without the co-operation of that chief 

‘As regards the number of troops dispatched by the Persian Government to Shiraz, 
it appears from a tolegram dispatched by Sir G, Barclay on the 2nd instant that am 
army corps had passed Kashan on its way to that town. According to an earlier 
mossage, this body was to consist of 700 men and 3 guns, and was to be joined at 
Ispahan by three regiments from elsewhere, but Sir G. Barclay was unable to obtain 
precise information a8 to these latter troops, though the Persian Acting Minister for 
Roreiign AMfins informed him that 2,000 militia were about to leave Ispaban for the 
Shiraz district, 

T am, however, to state that Sir E, Grey is not in a position to guarantee the 
complete accuracy of the above information or to take any responsibility in the matter. 

‘As regards the general question of the measures which the Persian Government 
aro taking, or have expressed the intention to take, in consequence of the representations 
of His Majesty's Government, I am to state that they are at present the object of 
careful consideration, with a view to determine whether they are calculated to meet 
the case, but that this point cannot be decided till they are all in full operation, In the 
meanwhile, Sir G. Barclay's reports appear to show that an effort is being made to 
carry them out, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(1511) No. 72. 


Lord Kilmarnock to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 14.) 


(Noa) 
ir, Stockholm, January 7, 1911. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 2 of to-day's date, Thaye the honour to 
report that, in consequence of private telegrams roceived from Sir Cl. Barclay, action 
on your telogram No. 3 was delayed till to-day, Sir C, Spring-Rice having left this 
morning for the north of Sweden, I accordingly informed the Swedish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, unoficially, that the Swedish consul-general at ‘Tchran had written 

mimending Mls. Cooper, of the Indo-European Compariy, as his successor, and that 

Majesty's Government supported the recommendation. 

Excollenoy said that he had not yet received the’ consul-genoral’s resignation, 
hhe was grateful for the information supplied by His Majesty's Government as 
Sooper, atid would bear it in mnind. 

Count ‘Taube went on to say that he was glad of the opportunity of speaking to 

bout the preliminary enquiry made by the Persian Government as to whether the 

ish Governmogt would be propared in principle to lend Sweilish ollicers to 
reorganise the Persian gendarmerie. The enquiry had been made by the Persian 
Minister in Paris through his Swedish colleague, and, as a tolegraphie answer had 
been asked for, Count Taube had not been able to communicate with His Majesty's 
Legation before sending a reply, which, however, had been quite non-committal, and 
to the effect that tho Swedish Government must have further information as to the 
conditions before they could decide. 

His Excellency said, very cordially, that he recognised the importance of our 
intorests in Persia, and that if His Majesty's Government had any objections. to make 
he would be glad to consider them. Ho had instructed the Swedish Minister in 
London to speak to you in this sens 

T confined mysélf to thanking his Excellency for his friendly communication, but 
I did not make use of the authorisation contained in your telegram No. 4 to say that 
Hs, Majesty's Government must. lave the matter for the Sweish Government to 
decide, as I thought you, Sir, might profer to discuss the subject more fully with 
Count Wrangel when he makes his communication, 

Count Taube mentioned that when reports of the matter had appeared in tho 
press, many young Swedish officers had made enquiries as to the chances of obtaining 
employment. He remarked that some Swedish officers had formerly been employed 
Ga Dip aecr patieaten (OF ths! TuoViah’ gondacinmcin te Maced rise 9 beloved att 
satisfactory results to both parties. 

Thave, &c. 
‘KILMARNOCK. 





11518) No, 73. 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received January 14.) 


No. 21, Confidential.) 
se - } Paris, January 13, 1911. 
THM Persian Minister informed me to-day that the ex-Shah, who had been 
conferring with the Ziles-Sultan at Nice, arrived in Paris on the 3ist December and 
{oreen the Bnd instant with the intention of returning to Meran after visiting Brussels, 
Borlin, and Vienna. . Ho says that from conversations with His Majesty he. found im 
te boa, porson of very limited intelligence, believing without any justification that 
there. will soon be an opening for him to return to Persia. His Majesty has, the 
Sinister has good season to know, been in correspondence with certain of his partisans 
tn Persia, who encourage him to think that were he to appear in Persia he would find 
many supporters, and he would not be surprised if His Majesty were consequently to 
attempt to return to hi 
Thave, &e. 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 





(1452) 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 14.) 


THE Under of Stato for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 
Socrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of the Earl of Crowe, forwards 
herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viooroy, dated tho 13th January, regarding the relief of the Shiraz guard. 


India Ofice, January 13, 1911. 


Government of India to the Bart of Crewo. 


(elographic.) P. January 13,1911. 
PLISASE refer to your telegram dated the 23rd ultimo. 


Maxim-gun eres, with spare trained men, were included in reliefs for Shiraz. 





(1617) No. 

India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 14.) 
Sir, 
your lett 


Maje: 
resto 


es, justifiable as a temporary 
Persian Goverament for the 


Tam, &c. 
R. RITCHIE. 





it 
[1630] No. 76. 


Sir G. Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived January 14.) 
(No. 14) 
(Telegraphic) R 
MY telegram No. 10 of 11th January. 
Russian conversion arrangement has been signed. 


Tehran, January 14, 1911 





[1647] No. 77. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 16.) 


Constantinople, January 0, 1911. 

HIS Majesty's consul at Exzeroum reports that the Persian Nationalist, deputy 
‘Takezade, who has been visiting frontier districts between Bayazid and Van, has 
arrived at Erzeroum on his way to Constantinople and Salonica. The object of his 
journey is, Mr. McGregor informs me, to discuss the question of Turco-Persian 
Telations with the members of the Committee of Union and Progross in these latter 
cities. 

{may mention in this connection that, according to the Persian chargé d'affaires, 
tho statement that Nasr-ul-Mulk, the Regent elect of Persia, would visit Constantinople 
on his way to Tehran is incorree 


haye, &e. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(1660) No. 78. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 16.) 


Constantinople, January 11, 1911. 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith « despatch from lis Majesty's vice-consul 
at Mosul respecting the military situation on the Persian frontier. 
Thave, &c. 
OHARLES M. MARLING. 


Enclosure in No. 78. 


Vieo-Consul Greig to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No 44.) 
Sir, Mosul, December 21, 1910. 

ON the 19th instant Ehad the honour to report: by telegraph to your Excellency 
that 750 infantry recently left Kerkuk for Passova, I do not yet know to what 
regiment these troops belong. 

Very contradictory rumours are current here regarding the situation on the frontier, 
and the local officials, most of whom probably ittle for certain, are either 
Teticent or inclined to indulge in obvious exaggerations of the probable extent of the 
‘Turkish military preparations. 

Energetic telegraphic communication in cypher has been proceeding between the 
vali and the authorities at Kerkuk and Suleimania, I have no reliable information 
that more troops have yet left Kerkuk or Suleimania for the frontier posts. 

Whether correctly or not, it appears to be believed by military officers here that 
the garrisoning of the frontier from Passova southw 1s will devolve upon the 6th Army 
Corps, that-twenty battalions will be necessary for this purpose, aud that Kerkuk will 
provide the majority of them. 

‘here have been numerous rumours too about encounters on the frontier between 
Ottoman troops and Persian irregulars. Such rumours are hard to test at this time of 
year, when travellers are scarce. One of them possibly deserves more credence than 
Travel becaree itis not denied outright by the vali, Its to the elect that an incident 
—apparently of no great importance—has occurred between Turkish troops and Persian 
Kurds in the neighbourhood of Passova.. 

(1763) 











Owing presumably to the military situation, a battalion, which was to have come 

from Kerkuk to form part of the permanent garrison of Mosul, has been detained 

at Kerkuk, and the threatened campaign against the Shammar Arabs, on which T 

reported in paragraph I (g) of my despatch No. 36 of the 3lst October last, appears to 
have been abandoned. 

Thave, &. 

G. A. GREIG. 





(1734) No. 79. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 16.) 


, St. Petersburgh, January 12, 1911. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 12 of to-day’s dato, T have the honour to 
forward to you herewith translation of a note which I have received from the Imperial 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the desired prolongation of the Persian 
‘ransport Company's concession to construct certain roads in Persia. 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


Enclosure in No. 79. 
M, Sazonow to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(Translation.) St. Petersburgh, December 29, 1910 
M. Ambassadour, (January 11, 1911), 

IN answer to Mr, O'Boirne's note of the 28th October (10th November) last, I 
have the honour to inform your Excellency. that, the Imperial Government has no 
objection to the British Government entering into negotiations with the Persian 
Government in regard to the prolongation until 24th August, 192 riod 

ian ‘Transport. Co yy construct the roads spec 

sion. ral i , the Imperial Government 
presume that the y stipulations which might confer on 
the company the right to open up railway: ol 


SAZONOW, 





{1834} No. 80. 
‘reasury to Foreign Ofice.—(Receired January 16.) 
January 14, 1911. 


in Mr, Mallet’ letter 
asiury sanction the 


Sin, Treasury 

IN tho cirenmstanees represented by Secretary § 
‘of the 10th instant, the Lords Commissioners of 
continuames of the appointment of a military a 
until the 3lst March next. 


(1845) No. $1. 
Sir G. Rarslay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 16.) 


‘elegraphic.)_ P, 
RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 
hi reference to my telegrams Nos, 10 and 14 of the 11th and 14th Jam 
Lhave the honour to report that I have observed a marked détente between 
i and the Persian Cabinet as at present coustituted, and the moment 
appears to me specially opportune for Russian Government to consult Rassian Minister 
with regard to the recall of the troops stationed at Kazyin. 


Tehran, January 16, 1911. 
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{i343} No. 82. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 12.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, January 16, 1911. 
PERSIAN Transport Company's road concession. 
Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No. 12 of the 12th January. 
Company will now be advised to apply for ten years’ extension if you think 
‘moment opportune. 





[1857] No. 83. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

(No, 12.) 

(elegraphic.) _P. 
FOREIGN advisers, 
Information of a confidential nature has reached us that French Ambassador at 

Berlin has been informed by Herr Kiderlen Wachter that the German Government 

will place no obstacle in the way of the Persian Government's request for the loan of 

French officials as advisers for Ministries of Justice and of Intorior. Horr Kiderlon 

added that German Goverument would in all probability shortly be approached in 

same sense, and asked to supply advisor for some other department, 

Tthink we must insist that if Persian Government get advisers from other Great 
Powers, as the result of applications which it would be difficult to prohibit, they must 
also take some from Itussia and England, 

Minister of Foreigm Affairs should bo informed very confidentially, and asked what 
steps he proposes to take, 


Foreign Office, January 16, 1911. 





(1630) No. 84. 


Sir dward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 13.) 
(Telegraphic.) PB. 
RUSSIAN conversion scheme. 
ehran telgram No. 14 of the 14th January. 
congratulate M. Sazonoff on conclusion of conversion scheme, and. express 
isfaction, You might also hint to him that evacuation of Kazvin would 
be opportune at this juncture, 


Roreign Office, January 16, 1911. 





[1234] No. 85, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofico, January 16, 1911. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 2 of the 6th instant. relative to a 
conversation with Sir Edgar Speyer on the question of a loan to, the Persian Govern« 
ment, Ihave to inform you that on the 7th instant Mr. Mallet informed Sir ‘Thomas 
Jackson, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, of what had passed on that occasion, 

Sir T. Jackson thanked Mr. Mallet for the information, and said that if 
Sir E. Speyer approached the bank they would refuse their co-operation, as they were 
quite able to do the business themselves. 

Tam, &e, 
I, GREY. 
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11343] No, 86, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 11.) 
(Wolegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, January 16, 1911. 
YOUR tslearen No. 2 of 48U'Sanuary: Peisian Transport Ciepangreisoed 
concession, 
You should thank Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and say that the conces- 
sion does not allow the construction of railways. : 





[98s] No. 87. 
Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, January 17, 1911. 


LE Ministre do Snéde & Saint-Pétorsbourg a privenu M. Sazonow que son 
Gouvernement avait regu du Gouvernement persan une demande d'envoyer en Perso 
des officiers pour Ia réorganisation de la gendarmerie persane ; le Ministre s'est on 
méme temps informé du point de vue du Gouvernement Impérial 4 ce sujet. 
Diantre part, il résulte des rapports antériours du Ministre de Russie & ‘Téhéran 
gue le Gouvernement persan so proposit en oft, 'adresser uno parclle demande au 
Youvernement suédois, mais quo cette mesure semblait avoir en vue exclusivement la 
gendarmerie de Fars 
Lo Gouvernement britannique étant le plus intéressé en cotte province, lo 
Gouvornoment Impérial, avant toute décision & co sujet, serait désireux de connaltre 
Ja manidre de voir en cette question de Sir Edward Grey. 
Si pour In rdorganisation do cetto gendarmerie la surtaxo de 10 pour cont des 
droits d’antrée dans le Golfe Persique se trouvait étre indispensable, surtaxe a laquelle 
Jouvernement Impérial avait donné en principe son consentoment en 1909, In 
s laquelle le contréle de Vemploi de ces fonds ot la direction de la 
resteraient aux mains de l'Angleterre et de la Russie, devrait, dans 
Yopinion du Gouvernement Impérial, étre maintenue. 





(1957) No. 88. 


nfo, 10) 5° Bavelay to Si Baar Groy-—(Ressved January 7) 
0. 16, 
(Pelographic.) P. 

PERSIAN Transport Company. 

With reference to your telegram No. 12 of tho 16th January, it cannot be stated 
that the moment is particularly favourable for making application, but as there does not 
appear to bo any cortainty of « botter opportunity arising, I see no reason for postponing 
it till a lator date. 


Tehran, January 17, 1911, 





[1959] No. 89. 


Gyo, 17) 7 @ Barlay to Sir Beard Grey —(Receeed Jonuary 12.) 
0, 17, 
(olegraphie) P. 
poe advisers for Pea Government, 
Vith roferonco to your telegram No. 12 of the 16th January to Sir G, Buchanan, 
I havo tho honour to report that Fronch chargé Waffaies,Yaforms e. thee, bie 
Government nd decided on his insistent advice not to entertain the application for 
the loan of the two advisers to the Persian Governmont. 


Tehran, January 17, 1911. 


ESS 
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[1967] A No. 90. 


Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
jo. 16.) 
(feloeraphic P, St. Petersburgh, January 17, 1911, 
FOREIGN advisers for Persian Government. 
Your telegram No, 12 of the 16th January. 


(Very Confidential.) 

T saw M. Sazonow to-day, and his Excellency told me that about a week ago the 
French Ambassador had spoken to him about the proposed employment of and 
German advisers by the Persian Government. He had told M. Louis that he feared that if 
France consented to lend advisers we should soon see a German colonel appearing on 
the scene. Instructions had been sent to the French Ambassador in Berlin to speak to 
the German Minister of Foreign Affairs on the subject, and M. Kiderlen Wiichter had 
said that Germany reserved her full liberty of action in the event of Persia asking her 
to supply advisers. 

dit McsScecapies ontsionl ie woullbe aitionll for Garanyto leaded iain 
that France and Italy have declined to do so. He thinks that if Persia applies to 
Germany we might represent that advisers are not being supplied by any of the 
Great Powers. In the event, however, of Germany consenting to supply an adviser, 
we must insist on the employment also of advisers of Russian, French, Italian, and 
British nationality, 


(1968) No. 91, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey—(Reeeived January 17.) 
(No. 17.) 
(Telegraphic. P. St, Petersburgh, Janwary 17, 1911. 

CONVERSION of Persia's dobts to Russian Bouk, 

Your tolegram No. 13 of the L6th January. 

I spoke to-lay to M. Sazonow in the scnso of tho above telegram. He told mo 
that his proposal to withdraw the Kazvin troops. at the earliest possible opportunity 
had been approved by the Emperor. He liad already asked by. telograph for 
M, Poklewsky’s views. He gave mo to understand thai the announcement of the 
withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin would be so arranged as to synchronise with the 
arrival in Persia of the Regent. 





(2419) No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Horoign Offeo, January 17,1011, 


IN conversation with Count Benckendorif to-day I expressed great, satisfaction 
that the Russian conversion scheme had been signed at Tehran, It would produce a 
most favourable impression if the Russian Government were to take this opportunity 
to withdraw their troops from Kazvin. I knew the difficulty they had had in finding a 
good opportunity for doing this, but, now that the conversion was sigued and the 
Persian Foreign Minister to whom M. Poklewsky had so strongly objected was gono, 1 
hoped the opportunity might be taken, 

Count Benckendord promised to telegraph to his Government what I bad said on 
this point. 

Lam, &e. 
. GREY. 





82 
(1226) No. 93. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 17, 1911, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lotter of the 10th instant, relative toa claim put forward by certain Persian subjects 
that the special provision of article 10 of the concession of the Imperial Bank of Persia 
shonld apply in instances where the ordinary Persian Foreign Office court provides 
adequate means of deciding the questions at issue between the bank and themselves. 

‘he view of the bank's legal advisers would appear, from the extract enclosed in 

‘our letter, to be that the bank, if they have a clim against a Persian subject, are at 
iberty at their discretion either to sue him in the Persian court or to invoke the article 
in quostion and refer the matter to arbitration, whereas, in the converse case, a Persian 
‘subject is only entitled to take the former course as against the bank. 

Sir E, Grey does not consider that, strictly speaking, it is part of his duty as His 
Majesty's Principal Seorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, to advise the bank as to 
their logal rights under their concession, but, subject to this reserve, he would have 
thought that article 10 of the concession, which “provides for arbitration in case of 
Aifforence” is evidently not designod to supersede the ordinary jurisdiction of the 
courts with regard to commercial debts ; to interpret the artiole ‘thus would be to 
introduce the necessity of the bank bringing into play the elaborate and expensive 
machinery of arbitration for the purpose of recovering even the sinallest sum from a 
creditor who declines to pay. By such a procedure the bank, so far from respecting the 
pOrAL MAH ob tuo oscneey oy neh adtoe astislo IP wadectakoni to; dorwoule 
rendering those laws inoperative by passing outside of them, Tt therefore appears to 
Sir B, Grey that article 10 does not deprive the bank of the right to take legal 
proceedings if'and when necessary to protect their interests and to recover debts due to 
it. He does not, however, feel sure that it would be prudent to adopt the vir ‘ich, 
ag he understands from a despatch recently received from His Majesty's Minister at 
elran on the subject of the present ith Muin-ut- is keld by the bank's 
local ropresentative, ‘that this article was drawn up to meet cases where there is a 
difference of law or banking usage.” It appears to him, in the absence of further 
information, that tho arbitration elauso in article 10 of the concession should be read 
secundum subjectam in connection with the subject-matter of i 
itself, wud the * diffe alluded to therein should be held to refer to a difference as 
to the interpretation of the concession, some question, for example, as to the exact 
nature of rights granted or powers exercisable thereund 

As at present advised, he considers that the interpretation that the word “ difference” 
rofers to a“ difference of law or banking usage,” is neither so obvious, so natural, nor so 
advantageous to the interests of the bank as that which is outlined above. 

If, however, the bank have been otherwise advised by counsel, Grey would 
be glad to seo a copy of his opinion since, as at present advised, he does not. quite 
follow Messrs, Coward and Hawkesloy's contention referred to earlier in this letter, 

Tam to add that on the 24th ultimo, Sir E, Grey addressed a despatch to Sir G. 
Barclay embodying the view set forth above, 

Tam, &. 
‘LOUIS MALLET, 





(2420) No. 94. 
Sir Haward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 


% Foreign Office, January 18, 1911. 

M. CAMBON told mo to-day, as he had told Sir Arthur Nicolson, what had 

xd with regard to French advisors for Persia, and explained that the French 

jorermment hac put an en to th difientty by declining fo lend advisers 

Teaid that U had already informed! Count Aettarnioh that wo had told the Persian 
Government that the best course for them would be to apply to minor Powers, for, if 
they applied to great Powers, we should have to insist upon the appointment of British 
advisers also, and Russia would of course do the same. 

Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 


(2064) No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 


Government had applied for one French adviser for the Ministry of the Interior and 
one for the Ministry of Justice. ‘The French Government had made enquiry whether 
the German Government would object to these French advisors. ‘The German. 
Government had replied that they had no objection, but thint they expected that, if a 
Similar application was made for German adver, the French Government would 
not object. 

T thanked Count Metternich for this information, I had not heard that) tho 
French Government had taken this step. 

Some time ago we had pointed out to the Persian Government that, if they took 
advisers from Great Powers, we should expect some British advisers to be taken, and no 
doubt the Russians would expect the same. We had, therefore, expressed the opinion 
that it would be preferable for Persia to apply to minor Powers. 

Tam, &, 
B, GREY. 


(2165) No. 96. 
Admiralty to Foreign Ofice.—(Reevived January 19.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 18, 1911. 

WITH ‘reference to your letter of the 18th November last and ‘previous 
correspondence, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
request that they may be informed of the situation with regard to tho rolief of the 
naval detachment under Lieutenant Lang, which has been at Shiraz sinco August 
1909 for the protection of the consulate. 

2, Tt was intended that this detachment should return to Bushire when the relio£ 
of the Indian detachment now at Shiraz takes place, but in India Office letter of the 
15th November last it was stated that for tho present the relief of these troops imust_bo 


Tam, &e, 
©. I, THOMAS, 





[1617] No, 97. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No,16) * 
(Telegraphic) Re 


Foreign Office, January 19, 1911. 
Yo! i 


R telegram No. 7 of 5th January; Southern roads of Persia, 


Last paragraph of proposed reply respecting surcharge shouldbe amplified so as 


to make reasonableness of our attitude apparent to Persian Government, It should be 
inted out to them that surcharge is virtually a tax on British trado, and that His 

Kinjeoty’s Government consider ity in’ the circumatances, justitable. ae’ temporary, 
expedient if British officers are responsible to the Persian Government for the 
organisation to be financed by it, but that they cannot admit it morely a8 a means 
of enabling the Persian Government to attempt to perform a duty, which ought to be a 
first charge on the ordinary revenue, without any guarantee that the attempt will bo 
staooneatal 

‘The rest of the draft is approved as it stands, and the reply may now be sent, 

I concur in your observations as to foreign officers. and as to omission to urge 
conclusion of loan. 

‘You should telegraph text of last paragraph as sent in by you. 
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[1223] No. 98. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Six, Foreign Offce, January 19, 1911. 

I AM directod by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 10th instant, forwarding copy of a letter from the War Office 
relative to the permanent appointment of an intelligence officer at His Majesty’s 
consulute-general at Meshed, and to state that Sir E. Grey is willing, if the Lords 
Commissioncrs of His Majesty's Treasury so decide, that half the salary attached to 
this post should continue to be a charge on Foreign Office votes, though he considers 
that it would be preferable that the share of all expenses incurred under this head, 
which is defrayed from Imperial sources, should fall on the War Office alone. F 

"The view originally adopted by Sir B. Grey on this question was that the main- 
tenanco of the post was a matter in no sense of Imperial, but purely of Indian interest, 
and though he was led partially to recede from this ‘principle in deference to the 
representations made by the Secretary of State for India, and to the opinion expressed 
by the Army Council that the continued existence of such an officer was of importance 
from an Imperial standpoint, he still considers that the Imperial interest served thereby 
is of a purely military, as distinct from a diplomatic, character. i 

Tam further to observe that the cost of military attachés in general constitutes « 
chargo on the War Oflice, with the sole exception of the case at ‘Tehran, where the 
military attaché, for special reasons, is paid by this department. f 

Sir B. Groy entirely agroes with the opinion expressed by the Lords Commis- 
sionors, that any Imperial contribution made under this head in excess of half the 
officer's pay should be subject to a maximum limit. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLE! 





[1630] No, 99. 
Foreign Ofice to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1911. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to inform you that he has recei 
fo telogram from Tis Majesty's Minister at Tehran roporting the signature of the 
‘agreement providing for the conversion of the Persian Government's debts to the 
Russian Government and Bank. 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(995) No. 100. 
Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1911, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sit B, Grey to refer to the letter from this Office of 
the 19th ultimo, and to the conversation which the vice-chairman of your company had 
there on the 5th instant, relative to their proposal to enter into an arrangement with 
the Sheikh of Mohammerah with a view to obtain his consent to their boring for oil in 
his territories. 

Tam to inform you in this connection that, on the 6th instant, Sir E. Grey addressed 
fa telegram to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, explaining that the procedure which 
the company desire to follow is to warn the Persian Government at once of their 
intention to conclude this agroement and to deduct eventually the sum paid to the 
sheikh thereunder from the share of the profits due to the Government, and not, as 
previously stated, to defer any communication to the Government till the payment of 
thoir share of the profits is due and the deduction therefrom of the sum owing to the 
sheikh has been actually made, 

Sir EF, Grey has now received a telegram from Sir G. Barclay, in reply to his 
communication, expressing the bpinion that the proposed warning would be certain to 


85 


evoke an indignant protest from tho Persian Government, and pointing out that as the 
Iatter were unwilling, in the case of the agreement concluded between your company 
and the sheikh for the lease of land on the Abadan Island, even to admit, his 
Exeellency’s right to transfer the lands at all, they would, @ fortiori, refuse to recognise 
any rights as conferred by firman except such as appertain to private landowners in 
Persia, as against which the company’s rights are only conditioned by paragraph 2 of 
article 3 of their eoncessior 

In view of these considerations, Sir G. Barclay considers that the less inexpedient 
of the two alternatives under discussion would be to postpone, if possible, any explana- 
tions to the Persian Government until payment is due to them and the deduction 
sctoally mad, though wick 9 coureo) if (ho Persian’ Government dl n0/part ithe 
matter, would be highhanded and hard to justify if the question were to go to 
arbitration as provided in article 17 of the concession. 

Sir G. Barclay adds that, pending a settlement of the question, he has, a a 
precautionary measure, instructed His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah to explain the 
situation to Mr. Greenway in order that he may avoid committing himself with tho 
sheikh for the present. 

Tam to state that the objections to your company’s proposal had already occurred 
to Sir E. Grey, and that, in view of the importance aitached to them by Sir G. Barclay, 
he is of opinion that they are worthy of serious consideration. 

As it was understood from Mr. Wallace that the company are in no hurry to begin 
operations ih tho ahaikh's varviories, I'am: to express tis lope that dey will Audit 
compatible with their interests to postpone that work till it bocomes moro urgent, 
unless a satisfactory arrangement can be made with tho sheikh without raising the 
question of a surcharge. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(2298) No. 101. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 20.) 


Sir, 25, Abeliureh Lane, London, January 19, 1911. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant 
relating to article 10/of the bank's concession. 

My diroctors request me to convey their grateful acknowledgments to tho 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for the expression of his view as to the 
interpretation of the article in question, with which they are fully in accord, and T 
am to say that they do not think it necessary or desirable to take any further 0 
either of the bank's solicitors or of counsel in the matter. 

They note with satisfaction that Edward Grey has addressed a despatch to 
Sir G. Barclay embodying the view stated in your letter. 

Thave, &e. 
G. NEWELL, Manager. 


[45597/10) No. 102, 
Foreign Office to India Ofice. 


Sir, ‘i . Foreign Ofice, January 20, 1911. 
TAM directed by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters of the 16th and 21st ultimo relative to proposed reductions of expenditure on 
consular establishments in Persia. 
__ [am to express to you Sir E, Grey's satisfaction at the economies which it is 
intended to introduce under this head, and his concurrence in the proposal of the 
Earl of Crewe to inform the Government of India that the reduced scale of charges is 
approved, and I am at the same time to suggest that further sayings might properly be 
eflectod by the: general adoption of tue recommendations made. by His Alojesty’s 


consul in Seistan in the fourth paragraph of his letter of the 4th January, 1910, to the 
Goverament of India, copy of which is enclosed in your letter of the 2ist ultimo, 
Those recommendations appear to justify tle practice followed at the posts which aro 
officered from the Levant consular service. 


(i768) 





86 


Tam farther to observe that, in the letter of the 20th February, 1909, from this 
Office, in which Sir E. Grey's views on this subject are fully set forth, the desirability 
of revising the distribution of consular posts in Persia between the Levant consular 
‘and Indian services is emphasised equally with the need for a reduction in the existing 
sealo of charges connected with the latter of those services. 

Sir B, Grey observes, however, that, in your two letters under reply, only the 
second of these points is dealt with, and I am accordingly to express the hope that 
Lord Grewo will give his serions consideration also to the former point, which, in 
Sir B, Grey's view, is one of great importance, 

I am to add that the question of the amount to be contributed from Imperial 
sources to the cost of the intelligence officer attached to His Majesty's consulate-zeneral 
at Meshod, referred to in the penultimate paragraph of your letter of the 16th ultimo, 
in boing considered, and will form tho subject ofa subsequent communication, 

am, ke, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(2469) No. 103. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 21.) 


(No. 18, Confidential.) 
(Telographic.) P. 
RUSSIAN Bank's conversion, 
Russian Minister gives me following account of an obscure telegram from his 
Government, which is evidently the ono referred to in Sir G, Buchanan's No, 18 of the 
Vith January — 


Tehran, January 21, 1911. 


‘Telegram states that the conclusions of the Ministry of F ce regarding the 
motor-car question are being sent to Tehran by post. 

Russian Government hear nothing of prospecting work in connection with the 
copper ning in Karaja, and it is imperative that the Krzvin force should be 
withdraw 

Neantimo (oe) if Persian Governmont give way about tho motor IL not be 
necessary to delay withdrawal for the copper-mining quest sacks can be sent 
to protect the workmen. 

In conclusion, telegram asks Russian Minister’s views. 


Russian Minister will defer giving his views till he receives the conclusions of the 
iniatry of Finance, 

‘Pelogram in question would appear to be an attempt to reconcile the wishes of 
tho Emperor and the views of the Ministry of Finanes. 





(2452) 104. 


ros 19) Sir Ge Belay to Sir Bikar Grey —(Reeived January 21) 
io. 19.) 
(Raloge phic.) P. 
SOUP ERN roads note. 
Your telegram No. 16 of the 10th January. 
Tam prosenting note to-day. Wording of last paragraph is as follows : 


“With regard to the proposed enstoms’ surcharge, I am instructed to point out 
to your Exeolloney that this surcharge would be virtually a tax on British trade. His 
Majesty's Government consider the imposition of this burden in the circumstances 
justifiable as a temporary expedient if British officers are responsible to the Persian 
Government, for the organisation of the force the cost of which the surcharge was 
intended to meet. ‘They cannot, howover, consent to it merely as a means of enabling 
the Persian Government to attempt to perform a duty which ought to be a fixed charge 
on the ordinary Persian revenues, without any guarantee that the attempt will be 
successful. 


Tt has appeared to me necessary slightly to add to and alter the rest of the text of 
tho note, but unless T receive instructions to do so I do not propose to telegraph these 
passages. Complete toxt is duo tho Ist February in London. 


‘Tehran, January 21, 1911. 
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(2452) No. 105. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 18.) 

(elegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, January 21, 1911. 
SOUTHERN roads note. Your telegram No, 19 of the 21st January. 
Presentation of note should, if possible, be deferred till you hear further. Please 

telegraph additions and alterations in text. 


(2464) No. 106. 
Sir @. Barelay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Recoived January 22.) 
(No. 20.) c 


(Telegraphic) R. 
YOUR telegram No. 18 of 2ist January. 
First paragraph runs as follows -— 


lo Ministre,—I did not fail to communicate to my Clovernment the Vizier 
Zadeh's note of 28th December, and I haye been instructed to inform your Excellency 
that His Majesty's Government havo learnt with satisfaction that the Persian 
Government is taking special measures to restore order on the southern roads, 
Reports from His Majesty's consular officers show, however, that a diminution of 
robberies on the main route from Bushire to Shiraz which has characterised the past 
few weeks is due not so much to any arrangements made by Soulet-ed-Dowleh for the 
guarding of the road as to the unusual severity of the weather. Until, therefore, the 
execution of measures decided upon by the Persian Government has made more 
progres, His Majesty's Government aro unable to judge whether theyo measures are 
i 


ikely to form an acceptable substitute for the scheme outlined in my note of 
1th October.” 


Tehran, January 22, 1911. 


Second paragraph unchanged. 

At the beginning of the third paragraph omit the word “but,” and substitute 
words “Iam to state, however, that it must [be],” &e. 

Note was presonted yesterday afternoon before the receipt of your telegram, 


(2481) No. 107. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 23.) 


Constantinople, January 15, 1911. 
he 11th instant, I have the honour to, 


(1,250 men) had loft for the Persian frontier by that time, and that there were on that 
date threo battalions at Suleimanich and a similar force at Ravandouz, Mr, Greig 
suggests the probability that, if the above report is accurate, part of the force 
mentioned inthe fist paragraph of his despatch No. 44 of the 21st ultimo (in my 
lospateh No, 81) stopped ot Ravandous instead of prooseding”Gs| fav jan’ Papoovay ani 
also that tho sirengdh of the Battalions is even lower than ho had estimated (60d my 
dospatch No, 906 of the 15th ultimo). 

Ar. Greig suggests tat the sending of troops to Snleimanich indicates an intention 
to strengthen the force at Bana, or more probably a project for a further advance in 
the districts of Guran, Avraman, and Merivan, ‘The head of the Jaff tribe, Mahmud 
Pasha, whom the Turks have’ previously employed as an intermediary’ in their 
endeavours to gain the allegiance of the tribes in those districts who have Persian 
leanings, has recently arrived in Mosut, and Mr. Greig suspects that his visit, though 
known to be partly due to a dispute concerning taxation, may also be connected with 
some such encroachment on the part of the Turks, 

Mr. Greig also reports that the consignment. of ammunition-mentioned in my 
telegram No. 265 of the 28th ultimo as having been sent to Kerkuk, did not go there 
after all, but to Ravandouz, the convoy changing its route at Exbil. 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs absolutely denied all movements of troops 
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towards Pasweh, and on the same day the Russian Embassy stated that they had no 
news of such advances. tee 
wwe, ke. 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 





(2494) No, 108. 
farling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 23.) 


Pera, January 18, 1911. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 41 of the 15th instant, [have the honour to 
roport that I have now received a further telogram from His Majesty's vice-consul at 
‘Mosul informing me that up to the 13th instant six battalions in all had left Kerkuk 
for the frontior, and that reinforcements had been sent to Bana and Serdesht, so that 
on that date there was.a battalion at each place. Mr. Greig added that the three 
pattalions at Ravandoux had been increased to and that there were still 
three battalions at Suleimanich and two at Passova, while it was reported that fifty 
men of the 33rd Cavalry Regiment had arrived at Saouj Boulak. 

‘The nowly-appoi ce-consull at Mosul is believed to have gone to the 
districts bordering on the He recently left Bagdad, and is reported to have 
visited Kerkuk also on his way to his new post. 

Thave, &. 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 





(2518) No. 109. 
Mr, Lindley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 23.) 
ee! 10, Confidential.) 
i 


r, 


ture, and that 
velloney then 


of uneventful economic developmer 

rolations with her neighbours, especially with Servia, but there 

anything sensational, such as an alliance ; the rapprochement must be gradual and in 
accordance with the economic interests of the two countries. ‘Tho conclusion of 
Serbo-Bulgarian treaty of commerce would be a good beginning, but his Excellency 
would deprecate any mention of a customs union, the very name of which would 
frighten Austria out of her wits, as it had done four years ago. 

‘Tho conversation then turned on Persia and thé very strong views held by Assim 
Bey, the Turkish Minister here, on this subject. M. Tcharikoff stated that the ‘Turks 
hd now quite given up tho belief they formerly held that the Anglo-Russian agreement 
meant tho virtual partition of Persia, and that they would be faced by a Russian 
‘oceupation of Azerbaijan, and he thought that they would. be much more reasonable in 
the future. ‘Thore was no analogy, as the Turks pretended, between the dispatch of 
Russian troops to certain places in’ Persia and the encroachments of the Turks; the 
former wero sent in order to safeguard certain definite interests and did not interfere 
in the internal affairs of the country, but the ‘Turks administered the districts they 
‘occupied and treated them as parts of the Empire, I ventured the somewhat common- 
place remark that the Anglo-Russian convention would have met with a less hostile 
reception in Persia if the two Powers had been able to persuade the Turks to withdraw 
from Persian territory. 'To my snrprise his l'xcellency did not seem to agree, and said 
that the Persians liked having the Turkish troops in their country. Great difficulties 
would moreover urise if they wore withdrayen, since the Russians would not, of course, 
send troops to keep order in the districts evacuated, the Persians had no troops to send 
and the result iwoutld be risings of the border kurds and massacres on a large scale. 

I have veutured to report the above conversation because the presence of 
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‘M. Teharikoff has a certain importance just now when M. Sementowsky, the Russian 
Minister, is so ill that he can take no part in the work of his legation. ‘The views 
expressed by his Exceliency as regards the line to be followed by Bulgaria in the 
future are very much more eautious than those hitherto advocated by Prince Ouroussoff, 
the Russian chargé d'affaires, but I am nable to say whether this is due to a change of 
attitude on the part of the Russian Government or merely to the difference between the 
personality of the Ambassador and that of the secretary. As regards that part of the 
conversation dealing with Persia, the acquicscono with which M. Teharikoff appeared 
to regard the presence of the Turks struck me as something new and of sufficient 
interest to report. 

Iwill hand a copy of this despatch to Sir Gerard Lowther, who passes through 
Sophia to-morrow. 

Thave, &e, 


FRANCIS 0. LINDLEY 


(2706) No. 110. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 23.) 
(No. 21.) 
(elegraphic.) En clair. 


2 Tehran, January 23, 1911. 
REGENT is reported to havo reached Baku. 


[1988] No. 111. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 
(No. 19.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, January 23, 1911. 
SWEDISH officers. Your telegram No. 6 of the 4th January. 
Will Swedish officers be employed throughout whole of Persia, or is it qnite 
certain that they are reqnired for gendarmerie in Fars only? 





(1701) No, 112, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 


; Foreign Ofice, January 23, 1911, 
T HAVE received your despatch No. 230 of the 27th ultimo, relative to a complaint 


made by the Persian Government respecting an answer stated to have been returned 
by me to a question in Parliament on the 22nd November on the subject of the 
situation in Persia, 
_ Thave to inform you, in reply, that the words used by me on that occasion wero 
incorrectly reported in the press, In answer to a supplementary question by Mr. Dillon, 
who enquired whether it was pretended that European lives were in danger or had 
been in danger for a long time in Northern Persi eee represented as having said : 
“T do not say that they have not been. ‘There was an attack on the Russian consulate 
quite recently—within the last few weeks." The words I actually used were: “I 
cannot say that they have not been. ‘There was an attack on a Russian consul,” &e, 
_ The incident which I had in my mind was the attack on the Russian consul at 
Kerman by robbers in November last while he was travelling to Tehran. 

You are at liberty, if you think it desirable, to communicate this explanation to 
the Persian Government. 

Tam, &e. 
E, GREY. 
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(1518) No, 113. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan 


(0, 24. Confidential.) 
ir, Foreign Ofice, January 23, 1911. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 317 of the 20th ultimo relative to reported 
intrigues for the restoration of the ex-Shah to the Throne of Persia, I transmit to your 
Excellency herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,® from 
which it appears that an attempt on the part of that Prineo to return to his native 
country is not ont of the question. . = 
Your Exeelleney should communicate confidentially to the Hussian Minister for 
Foreign Alfairs the information contained in this despatch in ease he should think it 
expoiiiont to warn the competent authorities to increase the vigilance of their watch on 
Mohammed Ali's movements after his return to Russia. 
Tam, &. 
TE. GREY. 


ee 


(2165) No, 114, 
Foreign Osiee to Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Ofiee, January 23, 1911. 

IN reply to your lotter of the 18th instant, enquiring as to tho situation with 
rogard to the reliof of the naval detachment under Lieutenant Lang now stationed at 
Shirts for the protection of His Majesty's consulate, Iain directed by Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey to inform you that, according to telegrams from the Government of India 
‘and from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, a detachment of native infantry left Bombay 
on tho 22nd ultimo for the relief of that now at Shira ; 

‘Pho relieving detachment contained a Maxim-gun crew, with spare trained men, 
ao that the return of Lieutonant Lang and his party to naval service need not now be 
long delayed. 

‘A copy of this letter has been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[1336] No. 115. 
Foreign Office to Mesars, EUinger and. Co. 


Gentlemen, * Foreign Ofiee, Tanuary 23, 1911. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
otter of the Sth instant on the subject of the mines of red oxide on the island of 
Hormuy, in which you urge the reconsideration of his refusal to insist on the cessation 
of all shipments to be made under the terms of the contract recently concluded between 
the Persian Governmont and Messrs, Strick till it has been shown whether the former 
are justified in their contention that the term of Muin-ut-Tujjar's concession expired 
Previous to the date of his agreement with yourselves and Messrs. Weir. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran will very 
shorily press the Persian Government in tho strongest manner to produce proofs of 
their assertion, and that, pending the result of this step, he is unable, after careful 
consideration of tho arguments advanced by you, to modify the view expressed in the 
otter from this Ollice of the 15th ultimo on the point in question. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


eee 
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[2803] No. 116. 


India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Reseived January 24.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direotion of the Earl of Crowe, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 5th January, 
TOLL, relative to railways in Persia. 


India Office, January 23, 1911. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 116, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir H. MeMahon to Government of India. 


(Secrets) Caleutta, December 20, 1910. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement of the 
grd December, 1910, in which Iam desired to furnish my views on the proposed scheme 
for the connection of the Buropean and Indian railway systems by the construction of a 
line across Persia. 

2 The lack of complete information regarding the country through which the 
proposed line is the absence of reliable data and statistics of its potential 
possibilities, or even its existing trade requirements, render it, impossi Jal with 
the present problem on the usual lines, Any detailed forvcast of the financial results of 
the Hine or its general effect on Persia and adjoining countries is at present impossible, 
‘All that can be done in these circumstances is to treat the subject on broad lines and 
endeavour to arrive at general conclusions. 

3. Impartial consideration of the subject is moreover hampered at, the outset: by 
the fiot that we, as a nation, have always been accustomed to “ insularity,” and have 

z endeavoured to maintain the insularity of our Indian Empire, by an impassable 
barrier of buffer States, and that we cannot be expected to accord a welcome to any 
Parace which threater to invade our Wolation and bring us, as the proposed rulway 
must do, into direct contact by rail with the outer world. 

So strong is the natural tendency to. oppose any change from existing conditions 
that there is every danger of our failing to reeognise in a proposal such us the present 
ono, advantages which would be self-apparent to other European nations or even our 
own Canadian Dominion, to whom intereommunication by railway with adjoining 
countries is an accepted condition of ordinary life. 

In our efforts to consider the problem without undue bias we must, however, 
endeavour, when steering wide of the Soylla of unreasonable opposition, not to ship- 
wreck on the Charybdis of blind acceptance. 

4. However anxious we may rightly be not to expedite a new order of things, we 
must admit the futility of expecting that the present want of communications with, and 
in, Persia can. much longer prevent access to the world’s trade, or form a barrier to 
European nations in their rivalry for new and larger markets, 

fo less necessary is it to recognise the risk that, if we decline the opportunity, 
now afforded of a joint arrangement with Russia to open up Persia by railway to the 
advantage of our mutual trade, Russia may be compelled, by. the necessities of the new 
situation created by the coming Bagdad Railway, to make joint railway arrangements 
‘with some other Power in which our advantages and requirements would be ignored. 
‘We should doubtless in the end be compelled to face the very evils we now wish to 
avoid, and connect our Indian railway system with one which might not receive us in 
‘an anticable spirit or on favourable terms, 

Tt is obviously essential to recognise the above contingency before proceeding to 
consider the present proposal, because arguments of a political, commercial, and 
Siitagy tutus which tay now bo urged against its adoption, may be no less 


cogent at the moment when necessity hereafter compels us to stultify ourselves by 
iguoring them. 
3. ft is proposed to connect the Russian and Indian railway systems by a line 
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fiom Baku through Persia to India, ‘The line will probably leave the oar of the 
Caspian near Bnzali, some 250 miles east of Baku, and pass through or near Tehran, 
Tepahan, Yezd, ond Kerman. From Baku to the Indian border of Persia the line will 
be about 1,100 miles in length, ee ees 

6. From the commercial point of view, it is obvious that the line will benefit 
Russian trade to an enormous and preponderating extent. As stated by the authors 
‘all the freights of the Volga will get a considerable advantage over foreign goods over 
fa great part of Persia,” ‘The force of this statement is the more self-evident if one 
remembers that goods from the Caspian littoral and the Volga need not take te the 
railway at Baku but can be water-borne as far as Enzeli, thus diminishing the rail 
journey by over 200 miles, : . sans Oe 

‘Te will be. difficult for British goods to compete in these circumstances with similar 
Russian goods in any part of interior Persia, To give British trade any fair chance of 
competing nt all it will be necessary to. construct ranch Tines northwards to meet the 
contra lit from the coast, ‘That fom Bunder Abbas to Kerman appears the one to be 
built first, as being within our own sphere and therefore to be under our sole control. 
Others from Ahwaz to Ispahan and Bushire through Shiraz will doubtless follow in due 
course, 

7, It is not only in Persia itself, however, that the line will benefit Russian trade, 
for it will open out to it many fields of commercial enterprise in India, The following 
table of comparative distances of a few places selected at random will suffice to 
illustrate this :— 


Baku to Quetta. 
Haku to tho Indo-Persian fi 
Kuve to Quetta 

Bozell to the Indo-P 
Gout, to. Qui 


) 
Quetta (by rail) 
Delhi a 

Rurrhice to Pesaar 
Quetta to Latioro 

Kerman 

Doth 

You 

Kurracheo 


8, The same table, however, serves to illustrate the advantage which will accrue to 
Tian, trade from the proposed tine, and it may be confidently expected that a very 
great impulse will ven thereby to Indian trade throughout Persia, 

‘The distance by rail from Dethi to Yezd, it will be observed, is but little more than 
from Bombay or Calcutta to Peshawar or Quetta. 

9, We haye as yet only considered the Persian railway from the aspect as a trade 

and it is now neoessary to consider it in its more important aspect of a trade 
producer, In an isolated qnd “undeveloped country, such as Persia, the introduction of 
4 railway line cannot fail to have most important and far-reaching effects on trade. 
Tt must inevitably, as has been the ease in every country in the world, lead to the 
dovelopment. of agriculture and other natural resources, and nowhere perhaps do 
‘greater possibilities or room for such development exist than in Persia. ‘There are vast 
tracts of good land everywhere lying unused and only needing the small capital 
necessary for reopening the old karezes by which they used to be irrigated, Nearer 
Tndia if will pass close to the existing’ fertile tract of Seistan, whose wealth of 
‘surplus products will at last find a market, ‘This must automatically lead to the rapid 
developinent of that rich country and further sivell the volume of local trade. 

Next will follow in the natural course of events the exploration aud development 
of the mineral resources of the country which are known to exist, but which, 
through want of transport facilities, have hitherto not been considered worth 
investigating, ‘ 

‘Last, but not least, the existing local products of Persia, such as ghee, hides, 
grain, wool, &e., which either absence or cost of transport have made it impossible 
oF unprofitable to export, will become available for export, and thus will be removed 
what is now the principal impediment to Persian trade development, i.c., the dearth of 
experts for the payment of imports, 

‘These are great and solid advantages which will benefit British, Russian, and 
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Tndian trade alike. ‘They should go far to compensate, through increased bulk, British 
and Indian trade for the more favoured position which the new line will give to Russian 
trade in its competion with ours, 

10, It will, however, be imperatively necessary, in order to prevent Russia deriving 
more than its proper share of these and other trade advantages, to take steps to ensure 
British and Indian trade obtaining an equal start as regards time. Unless strenuous 
steps are taken, Russian trade will be able to make use of the new line before we can 
do so and it will be difficult for us to make up for lost time. The line chould therefore 
be commenced simultaneously from both ends. 

Russia can commence the railway at her own door, whereas we have yet to traverse 
a wide stretch of country to reach the Persian frontier, It is therefore essential to 
extend our Indian railway system to Persia by the shortest and easiest route and to do 
so in the least possible time. ‘The only route which meets these requiremonts is that 
to Nushki. 

Military and commercial reasons will ultimately necessitate a line from Kurrachee, 
but it will be unwise to use that route in the first instance, From the valuable 
railway reconnaissance made by Mr, Johns in 1903, it will be seen that a line from 
Nushki to the Persian border, 360 miles in length, admits of very easy and rapid. 
construction, It. is estimated that it could be built within two years at a cost of 
198 lakhs,* whereas the line from Kurrachee (through Kondi) to the same point on 
the Persian border would traverse a country presenting very serious engineering 
difficulties ; it would be over 700 miles in léngth, cost 750 lakhs,® and take somo 
eight years to construct. The value of the Kurrachee line to sea-borne British trade 
would, moreover, be greatly mivimised by the line from Bunder Abbas or other gulf 
seaport northwards. 

Not only, therefore, should the Nushki-Robat line be pushed forward with the 
greatest possible speed without waiting for the commencement of the line from Baku, 
but work on the line from Bunder Abbas northwards and, as far as possible, from the 
Indo-Persian border westwards should be begun simultaneously with the commence- 
ment of the Russian ends of the Persian line. 

To fucilitate action when the coines, it would appear advisable to start 
malley surveys from Nusbki, Robat, and Bunder Abbas with the least possible 
delay. 

MTL. OF the fin 


reason to be scept 


‘The number of through passengers on which the estimate of income is based may 
appear lange at first sight, but Ido not think that it is unduly so. On the other hand, 
Tam incliued to think that the receipts from local passengers have been under rather 
than over-estimated. The amount of local traffic which a railway creates even in the 
‘most uneomprising areas is often surprising, As an instance of this, I may quote the 
line from Quetta to Nushki. When the construction of the line was under consideration, 
the prospect of a remunerative local traffic was hardly thought worthy of being taken 
into account owing to the seemingly uninhabited area it traversed, Nevertheless, 
the amount of local traffic has been such as to convert what was feared would be 
fan unremunerative strategic line into « commercially profitable one, Similarly, 
there is considerable reason to suppose that. the line onward will, in Persia, develop 
a local traffic of a more extensive and lucrative nature than that now estimated for, 

Tncidentally, the through traffic on the proposed line will tend to increase the 
receipts of the Indian systems to a very considerable extent by attracting man; 
passengers through India, who would otherwise travel by sea without, setting foot 
in this country. It is necessary to give due credit to this factor, and also to the 
additional income from the carriage of the increased bulk of Indo-Persian goods on 
Indian lines when considering the question of guarantees to the new undertaking. 


5 hese Sigures are only apersinato and ayy to a rawny Hine of G21 rile hoy aro valanble ws 


indication of relative cont, and tt should be remembered that the cost of the Kurrachee lie, froin tho nature 
of the country to be traversed, is more liksly to exceed the present rongh estimate than the basy Nuslik line, 
"The 750 lakhs of the Kurrachee line are arrived at by taking Mr. Jobns's estimate of G08 lakhs for the 
line Kurrachee to Koadi, and adding 82 lakhs for the portion onwards to the Persian border, at or noar Robat, 
at the average cost per mile of the Robat-Nushki estimate—A, H, MoM. 


{17681 2B 





of 


12, Ibis necessary next to regard the proposal from the political and military point 
of view. This ean best be done together, as the difficulty of separating political from 
military considerations is very considerable, and for this reason only do I venture to 
trespass on military ground. 

We are now brought fico to face with new problems and, strong though, the 
inclination may be to avoid their consideration by opposing the proposal ab initio, it is 
necessary to tackle them seriously and impartially. he 

Tn the first place, the proposed railway line through Persia involves the necessity 
of ensuring its safety thronghout ite length. Tt is unreasonable to expect a lucrative 

fassenger or goods traffic if the line has to run, in tum, the gauntlet of Bakhtiari 
igauds or disappointed and exasperated Afghan gun-runners, It will have to be 
safeguarded from both, 53 

‘The existence of the line will itsélf facilitate measures for dealing with troubles 
of this nature, but the real difficulty which the protection of the line involves is one 
Common to several other questions ‘connected with its construction and maintenance, 
fies its relation to the future of the Persian Government. In this case the adequate 
protection of the Tine affects the future not only of a railway, but of a nation, On the 
bility of the Persian Government to meet its responsibilities in regard to, the line 
depends the consolidation or disintegration of Persian autonomy. On. this, again, 
depends the effect of the line on the military and political problems of Tndia, 

Necilless to say, that any support which we give to the present proposal should be 
based on the determination to prevent its adoption leading to the disintegration. of 
Persia, and all our efforts should be directed towards making the Tine @ means’ of 
strengthening the authority of the Persian Government. i 

13, Assuming that wo enter into the project only on the above understanding, we 
ean now consider the more important problem, i.e. 


What effect, will the existence of the proposed line have on our positian in India? 

ven assurance of perpetual continuance of amicable relations with Russia, the question 

hardly neods reply. We must, however, consider also the possible future contingency 

i hostility with Russia, A railway line leading from an enemy’s country, distant 

though that. may be, undoubtedly introduces sources of danger to which we are 

unneeustomed. As indicated in the previous remarks, the extent of the danger largely 
depends on the previous effect of the line on the autonomy of Persia. 


‘The proposed line, moreover, introduces a niew fietor into the problem, for Germany 
ill have doubles nequired access to this same line from Bagdad, Tt is possible to 

conceive conditions under which the new element might add an additional source of 

danger to, oun 

that it will greatly minimise future danger, 

‘Turkish interests with those of Russia is 

and ourselves, and, in the event of hostilit the Persian li 

‘sistance and value to Russia than it might otherwise be. In the e 

combination of Russia, Germany, and Turkey against us, it would be hard to over- 

calimate the, inenace which the Persian Tine presents to us, but at this stage it, would 

fsvem superfiuous to complicate the problems of the proposed line with those of 
wreddon, and it should suffice to continue to deal with this question on more 
ar lines. 

Tt may be assumed that we will } branch line 
from the Persian coast to meet the central fact, in conjunction with the 
Jong length of the i ve it of many attractions to 
Russia for military purposes against India, Ags is a still more important 
factor, the same line nearer India will have converted an important strategic point 
from being a grave source of danger into a place of great advantage to ourselves. T refer 
to Seistan, 

‘As long as Seistan is left as it is now, equi-distant from the nearest Russian and 
British garrisons, it must ever remain an attractive objective and a source of temptation 
to Russia, and a danger to ourselves, ‘The construction of the proposed railway line 
will bring us within such easy reach of it as to destroy all Russian hopes of its easy 
Aequisition. Being no longer in the line of least resistance, it will lose its attractions 
to Hussia and its danger to ourselves. 

‘On the other hand, Seistan, with its important strategic position with regard to 
Persia and the Helmand, would’ be at our disposal, and its great local resources. would 
‘enable us to placo there, when necessity arises, a force suliciently large to render access 
to India by rail both difficult and dangerous. 
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From a military-political point of view, therefore, the proposed railway line does 
not seem an unmixed evil, or one which should be avoided on military grounds at the 
expense of other important considerations, 

15. Afghanistan has so far been omitted from these remarks, but a word is 
necessary on the Afvhan aspect of the question. ‘The line, will affect Afghanistan only 
from the military aspect and in proportion to the menace it represents to that country 
from Russia. We cannot expect Afghanistan to be pleased with railway or any other 
arrangements we may jointly make with Russia, as suspicion of Russia must tend to 
give them a significance hostile to Afghanistan, Apart from this, there is but little in 
the proposed project which will alarm the Afghan Government, ‘The desirability of 
our improving communications in order to co-operate in the defence of Western 
Afghanistan has already been clearly recognised by them, ‘The position of the proposed 
Tine with regard to Seistan, and thereby to the Herat—Kandahat route will, I consider, 
outweigh in the official Afghan mind any additional menace from Russia through 
Southern Persia, 

16, Of the numerous minor difficulties which the present. proposal will bring to 
the front, the one which will probably give most trouble is that of gauge, Aesuminj 
that neither Russia nor ourselves will allow the other to use their standard gauge, it 
follows that some neutral gauge will have to be decided upon. ‘This involves a break 
‘of gauge at‘both ends of the Persian line, and incidentally increases. the difficulty of 
finding a suitable plice for the entry of the line into British territory. 

_ The requirements of a large railway terminus, establishment, staff, &,, in. supplies 
and water are not easily met on the Indo-Persian border, and it will probably be found 
necessary to take the line, even at the cost of distance and time, vither to the edge of 
the Seistan area, or to run a short branch line northwards to that place, to supply the 
junction where our railway systems will meet, 

17. In the above remarks I have endeavoured to state as impartially as. possiblo 
the merits and disadvantages of the proposed railway, ‘The conclusion at which I have 
arrived is that the connection of the European and Indian railway systems. ia 
inevitable; that the disadvantages and dangers are not of such a nature as to justity 
our declining to take this opportunity of entering into the scheme by mutual agreement 
on amicable, and thereby favourable, terms, and that therefore we should give the 
proposal a favourable reception. 

The time at my disposal has been so short that I am conscious that the above 
remarks must be considered as a somewhat crude and inadequate treatment of $0 
important and complex a question, 

18. The following is a brief summary of the arguments advanced in this letter and 
the main conclusions arrived at :— 

Tt is unwise to expect that the present isolation of Persia can longer continue, or: 
that we can indefinitely maintain freedom for India from intereommunication by rail 
from the West, : 

‘The present proposal offers opportunities of a mutual arrangement on favourable 
terms, and if we decline to take advantage of it, we may be compelled hereafter to seek 
nila interrailway connection under les favourable conditions, 

___he proposed rajlway must. benefit Russian trade in much larger propertion tha 
British trade, but it will benefit Indian trade and largely ores ‘ho wall of ae 
British and Indian trade by the opening up of Persia. 

Té will increase the receipts Gf Indian rallwaye, and thereby bonsGt Indian revenues 
ea aes pale Miaslvastages of Snteraliny comes Hou are ees 

han might at first sight be supposed, and gel ot 
Corde nega el are largely counteracted by the necess 

‘These conclusions arv arrived at on the assumption that our efforts are directed to 

preventing the line destroying the autonomy of Persia, 


__ On the above grounds the proposil merits favourable reception, but in order to 
minimise the preliminary advantages of Russia, to assist British trade, provent Russia 
gates tndue start of both British and Indian trad, and or strategie purposes, i a 
1.) To construct a line under British control from Bi 
aa ) To construct mder British control from Bunder Abbas or.other Gulf 
_ (2.) That the Indian railway system be extended to the Indo-Persian border by the 
easiest and quickest route, ie., from Nushki. 
(S.) That work on (1) and also from the Indo-Persian border westwards should 
commence simultaneously with that at the Russian end. 





96 


(4) That the work on (2) be pushed on with speed, without necessarily waiting for 
the conimenicement of the Persian line, 

5.) That a line be constructed in due course from Kurraches to mect the central 
Tine within British limits. 

(G,) That no time be lost: in commencing the necessary railwray surveys for all the 
above lines. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 1 
Ticutenant-Colonel Cos to Government of Tndia. 


(elographic.) P. Bushire, December 20, 1910. 
PROPOSED linking up of Russian and Indian railway systems by a line through 
Petia, 
ihe T understand the position, we must now assume complete good fuith on the part 
‘of Russia under the convention and abandonment of former designs on India. We 
cannot therefore take our stand on fundamental objections of Tadian strategists against 
Connection of Indian and Russian railway systems, If ubove premise is conceded, it 
fouma to me thnt-nn attitude of mere benevolent neutrality will hardly suffice and might 
De dangerous, and that, having exercised right, which the promoters concede to us, of 
constructing, the line from, Kerman southwards, we should support the present proposal 
‘tent of co-operating in the thorough examination of project from business and 
Ginooring:pointa of view, 
But although the b ian designs on India is laid for the present 
eration, we cannot, advisaly the stratogieal aspect of the connection vid 
jogether, and in this connection T cannot understand the dictum in letter from 
¢ to Foreign Office dated the 23rd December, 1909, to the effect that the 
cal objections. aro equal ‘ble, whether the line proceeds from Kerman 
vik Nushki or across Mekran a the coast to Hyderabad, [ submit that 
ynmont from Kerman: Rigan, Bampur, Serbaz, thence across the frontier 
Meh and wo. on to. Kureaoheo oF Hyderabad’ would lens ‘opento 
tion, and would also be a inuch more profitable line of country to tap. 
y would do so in Bi ory at Gwetter or 
Muscat. rthermore, ent would: 
1g the arms trafic through Mekrai 
Tnituenice td! therewith, 
‘Assuming that we agree to co-ope question of keeping 
Germany out of the neutral zone and pre ng by junction of 
«the Bagdad Railay with the Anglo-Thussian through route. Granted the good faith 
of Risin ag rexards designs on Indi, there in nothing to prevent & pros 
epidemic in St. Petersburgh from encouraging Germany to undertake active enterprise 
Se al epi aot tein vealan oie remeak retonianat postion therein. This 
cinigeney wens snes pole athe prema tine Th alow coniderainn 
‘Be two me to make it ess wl that we should stipulate with Ru: that as an anterior 
condition of out co-operation in promoting the through route she must first join us in 
obtaining a concession for the Mohanunerah-Julfa line and agree to commence the 
ceation om Mohammeral, to Hamadan immediately sho agrees to connect the Khanikin 
branch of the Bagdad Railway with the Russian system vii Kermanshah. We should 
to stipulate that we simultaneously obtain a concesion for a branch line in the neutral 
+ firstly, from Mohammer Khor Musa, Behbehan, and Shiraz to Kerman ; 
wondiy, from Bunder Abbas to Shiraz; and thirdly, from Bunder Abbas to join the 
finvush tine ab Bam, ‘The latter connection should ‘be built. simultaneoosly with the 
main Hine, while the two former would merely be held for blocking purposes, and be 
taken in hand ‘occasion demanded. With above safeguards, and provided that 
‘commercial facilities for all be assured throughout the whole railway, T heli that both. 
Thdian and ‘English (mde would benetit-and find new openings equ 
and i cannot bub be supposed that the geueral effect. of the railway 
prove the administration, develop the country, aud increase the capacity of the 
asian market, ‘The question of passenger traific depends on amount: to which cast 
and length of journey oould be curtailed, but it may be presumed that at equal ratio 
tino wou bs lng neve of nates ietian trae with Europe Without ther 
study Tio not feel able to offer useful views as regards question of division of manage 
ment and control. 
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[2825] No. 117. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received January 24.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, ° 
; January 23, 1911. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Office letter of the 19th instant. 
have to tender to you this company’s thanks for the great trouble that you have taken, 
in regard to the matter under discussion, and for the confidence shown. to us in our 
Tsing permitted to see certain oficial correspondence which as passed in Persia on 

s subject 
Tnote with some satisfaction from the lines at the top of p. 8. of your letter now 
under reply that His Britannic Majesty's Government appreciates, that we shall 
put ourselves in a worse position before an arbitrator if wo abstain from givi 
notice to the Persian Government of the proposed arrangement with the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah, because, if it were found possible to give this company reasonable 
geruranco of protection from this danger 1 think that T should bave, no dificult in 
inducing my board to at once adopt tho course which Sir G. Barclay advocates. 
_ Meantime, negotiations are presumably in progress between His Majesty's consul 
in Mohammerab, whom I seo that Sir @, Barclay has been so good as to instruct 
fully, and Mr. Greenway on this company’s behalf, and I proposo, therefore, with your 
permission, to await news of these before doing anything further inthe mater. 
avo, &e, 
T. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman, 


Sir, 


No. 118. 
sy Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recaived January 25.) 


(0. 
‘elegraphic.) P. 
SWEDISH officers. 

Please refer to your telegram No. 19 of the 23rd January. 

Jam informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Persian Government require 
Swedish officers to organise a national gendarmerie, and that mention was only mado 
of Fars in his announcement in the Medjliss because only that province was under 
discussion in the debate at which announcement was made, 


Tehran, January 25, 1911, 


[3032] No. 119. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 26.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of the Earl of Crewo, forwards 


herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram to th 
Vicery; dated the Beud Janakey, ave we milldry stags Mohs 


India Office, January 25, 1911, 


Enclosure in No. 119, 
The Earl of Oreawe to Government of India. 
India Ofice, January 22, 1911. 


CUskegrephic) P. 
a ‘seo your ences Gainey January, 1911. 
sanction provisionally, up to Ist 1, conti if it 

ties Se Seat 1p @ 31st March, continuance of appointment of 


{1768} 
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[8084] No, 120. 


< Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gréy.—(Received January 26.) 
fo, 23. 
Motomphie,) P. Tehran, January 25, 1911. 
HORMUZ oxide. My telegram No. 13 of the 12th January. 

Persian Government have sent me a note stating merely that when concluding the 
contract with Strick and Co., the Persian Government considered the Muin’s lease to 
have expired. Furthermore, note cites article 12 of Stricks’ contract, and concludes by 
saying; “In these circumstances you will admit that if Weir have anything to say 
Stricks must, in accordance with this article, be responsible.” 

Minister of Finance has also, in virtue of the same article, officially requested 
Stricks’ agent to enter into communication with Muin in order to ascertain and settle 
the amount of the lawful claims on Muin in respect of the latter’s existing contract. 

‘The article in question runs thus :— 


“The sellers agree to give the buyers 1,000 tons oxide free on board, and the 
buyers undertake full responsibility for any lawful claim Messrs. Weir or Ellinger may 
have on the sellers or on the Muin under the existing contract for oxide between Weir 
and the Muin, so that neither the sellers nor the Muin shall be put to any loss on this 
account.” 


Tn view of the above it is clear that Persian Government will counter-claim against, 
Strick any claim pressed by us on behalf of Weir and Ellinger. The “ lawfulness” of 
our claim will very possibly be disputed by Strick and the Persian Government, or the 
Mnuin, as the case may be, will, it is to be presumed, sue him in English court of law, 
For this reason it is most desirable that we should be thoroughly assured that a 
British tribunal would uphold any claim advanced by us on the ground of illegal 
proceedings. 

T venture to submit, therefore, that enquiry be made of Messrs. Strick as to what 
attitude they intend to adopt towards the claims of Weir and Pllinger, and that, if 
necessary, the desirability of all three parties compounding their conflicting interests 
under the arbitration of the Board of Trade, or other impartial body, in view of the 
complexity of the case and its doubtful issue, should be urged upon the houses 
concerned. 

Private information has reached me to the effect that the Persian Government, 
under pressure from the Muin’s friends, now maintain not that Muin’s lease was 
invalid at the time he made his contract with Weir, but that it could be cancelled at 
any moment under Persian law, as his original lease had expired and as no term had 
‘beon appointed in his second firman; and that, as his taxes were accepted down to tho 
21st March, 1910, he is entitled to compensation for valve of the oxide seized by 
customs and mined prior to that date at the rate of 42s. 6d. per ton, Asa result, 
Stricks have been requested to hand over to Muin 20s. out of the 40s, payable to Persian 
Govepament ou every ton they ship until such time as the 24,0001. due to Muin has been. 
paid off. 

Persian Government seems here to admit the right of Muin in 1908 to conclude at 
least temporary contracts. Furthermore, the Muin’s supplementary agreement with 
Weir (in this connection please refer to Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 146 of the 7th 
August, 1910), which, I understand, he proposes to invoke, might be held, if his 
contract for future delivery were caeeetared with by the revocation of his lease, to cover 
his responsibility. 


De ae 


[3109] No, 121. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 26.) 


(No, 24.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, January 26, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 4 of the 3rd January. 


Governor-General of Fars and Soulet with tribesmen left Bushire on the 
24th January, 


———— esses 





(8116) 


Mr. Bryce to Sir Baward ¢ cived January 26.) 
(No. 10.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. 

FINANCIAL advisers tor Persia, 

Your despatch No, 291 of the 29th September last. i 

Tlearn that Persian chargé d'affaires has, under instructions from his Government, 
requested Secretary of State to assist, him in securing for the Persian Government the 
service of five Amorican financial advisers, ; apa 

Tt is reported by the newspapers that this request will be complied with by 
Mr, Knox, 


Washington, January 26, 1911. 
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3115) No. 122, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Reeeived January 26.) 
(No. 25.) 
{iiegesphic) P. 

HORMUZ oxide. 

Tn continuation of my telegrain No. 23 of the 25th January, I have the honour to 
report that Strick’s agent has approached Persian Government with a view to obtaining 
2 concession of mining rights on the Persian littoral (including the country inland. 
to 40 miles from the coast), and on all the Persian islands in the Gulf, ‘Terms offere 
are 50) per cent. cf all net profits, I understand that Muin-ut-Tnjjar is negotiating for 
a somewhat similar concession, offering to Persian Government 75 per cent. of net 
profits yielded by Hormuz, and 10 per cent. of those derived from other places. Strick’s 
‘proposal is in opposition to Muin’s application, 

It is onlikely that either of these projects will be accepted by Medjliss, but in view 
‘of what Messrs, Strick now desire to obtain, I submit that it will be to their advantage 
to stand well with Persian Government aud His Majesty's Government, and to raise no 
difficulties to paying to Messrs, Weir reasonable compensation for the violation of their 
contract with the Muin-ut-Tyj 


Tehran, January 26, 1911. 


1695) No. 123, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1911, 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 231 of the 15th December last, enclosing tivo 
despatches from His Majesty's consul-goneral at Bushire relative to intortribal 
relations in Southern Persia, 

Lapprove the action which you have already taken and ‘tho further steps which 
‘you proposo to take in making representations to Sardar Assad in the intorosta of the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Tam, &, 
EB, GREY. 





[1697] No, 124, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Qo. 14) 
ir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1911. 

I HAVE received your despatch No, 234 of the 23rd December last, transmitting 
‘a despatch from His Majesty’s consul-genoral at Bushire on the subject of the attitude 
of His Majesty's Government towards Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 

Tconcur in the view held by you and Colonel Cox that this attitude should be ono 
of neutrality. 


Tam, &e. 
. GREY, 


[1957] No, 125. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1911, 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 14th ultimo and previous 
correspondence relative to the extension of the period allowed for construction in your 
‘company's concession for roads in Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey 
to inform you that the Russian Government have now stated that they have no objec- 
tion to the negotiation of an arrangement whereby this result may be achieved. ‘They 
presume, however, that the concession contains no stipulations which would enable 
‘your company to build railways, but concerns carriage roads exclusively, 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey has instructed His Majesty's Ambassador at 
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St, Petersburgh to reassure the Russian Government on this point, and that it is now 
‘open to your company to begin negotiations with the Persian Government for the 
extension of the poriod allowed by their concession. for construction till the 24th August, 
1922, as they desire. 

{am further to state that His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, to whom the above 
information has been communicated, reports that, though the present moment cannot 
Jo said to bo particularly favourable for the contemplated application, he sees no- 
reason to postpone it, as there is no certainty that a better opportunity will occur in the 
fature, Sir G, Barclay adds that, in the present temper of the Persian Assembly the 
intervention of His Majesty's Legation on. your company’s behalf in connection with this 
smnttor rout be inadvisable and likely to do more harm Shan good, 

am, &. 
‘LOUIS MALLET. 





[8084] No. 126. 


a) ‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay, 
0, 21, : 
‘Telographic,) P. Foreign Ofice, January 27, 1911. 
OXIDE. Your telegram No, 23 of the 25th January. 
Wo will await receipt of note, but what sort of proof of their contention could 
Porsian Clovernment produce, and do you expect them to make any further explanation ? 
(Beo penultimate paragraph of your telegram.) 





(3673) No, 127. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


oa 


; Foreign Office, January 27, 1911. 
T TOLD Count Bonckendorff to-day of the contents of Mr. Bryce's telegram 
No, 10 from Washington. 
Tsaid that we had hieard nothing from Sir G Barclay, and it was therefore clear 
that the Persian Government were acting quite independently,” 
Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 





[3674] No. 128. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No, 3A.) 
in, Foreign Office, January 27, 1911, 

T INFORMED Count Benckendorff to-day, with reference t6 his communication of 
the 17th instant respecting Swedish officers for Persia, of the contents of Sir @. Barclay’s 
telegram No, 19. 

‘Count Benckendrf referred to the last paragraph of tho communication he made 
on tho 17th, and asked how that was affecte 

T replied that we had agreed in principle to the 10 per cent. increase of the 
customs dues, but had told the Persian Government that we must be assured that the 
additional revenue would be properly expended, and that we should regard the employ- 
tment of British officers as providing this assurance. We should not object to the 
employment of Swedish officers in the southern part of Persia; but until we know what 
the Persian scheme was, and experience had shown that it was effective, we could not 
concede the 10 per cent, increase. ; 

am, 


&e. 
E. GREY. 
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[8313] No. 129. 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Ofice.—(Received January 28.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, January 26, 1911. 

WE are in receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant on the subject of the mines of 
red oxide on the Island of Ormuz, and regret, exceedingly that, pending the reault of 
the pressure which His Majesty's Minister at Tehran will vory shortly bring to bear 
pon the Persian Government in the strongest manner to produce proofs of their 
upon the Peri MuneutsTajjar’s concession expited provious to tho data of Iie 
agreement with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. and ourselves, Sir Edward Grey is 
‘Unable to modify the view expressed in the letter from your Office of the 15th ultimo, 

We beg to point out to you that, on the 20th November last, Mr. Martin linger 
was informed by Mr. Maxwell that stops had been recently taken which should result 
jn the production of the expected note by the Persian Government in proof of their 
statement regarding the Muin-ut-Tujjar’s concession. 

Mr. Mallet wrote to us on the 15th December last -— 


‘ Ag the Persian Government have hitherto failed to reply to Sir George Barclay’s 
communication by furnishing the proof demanded by Sir E. Grey, who fully recognises 
the urgency of the matter and the reasonable nature of your request, has instructed 
hhim by telegraph to make a further serious representation to the Porsian Ministor for 
Foreign Affairs on the subject.” 


Mr. Norman also told Mr. Ellingor on the 18th instant that the matter had been 
dataye by the Mohurzan, and that this having now terminated a roply was daily 
expected. 

Pert is, therefore, quite evident that the Persian Government are doing all they ean 
to delay furnishing the promised evidence, and have disregarded very considerable 
pressure already applied by His Majesty's Government. 

Te it be ultimately found that the Persian Government cannot produce proof 
justifying their action the shipments which Messrs. Frank C. Strick and Co, havo for the 
fast ten years beon in the habit of making in the months of February and Mareb, wil if 
continued this year, further seriously prejudice Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and 
Gurselves, and we should therefore like to be assured that in this event His Majesty's 
Goverament will insist upon payment of the damages which we shall haye sustained, 
‘and that the Persian Government aro in a position to pay such damages. 

We venture otherwise to suggest that, in view of the urgency of the matter, His, 
Mojests’s Ministor at Tohran should bo desirod to indicate a reasonably short timo tint 
within which the required proof should be fortheoming. 

Wo aro, &e. 
ELLINGER axp Co. 





(3236) No. 130. 


; Mr. Bryce to Sir Edward Grey —(Reevived January 28.) 
No. 13. 
Telegraphic.) R. 

PERSIA. 

My telogram No. 10 of the 26th January: Financial advisers for Persia. 

[learn on good authority that the United States Government will supply Persia 
with list of financial exports, inostly men of colonial experience, advising that two ho 
Chosen and left to select their own assistants, 


Washington, January 27, 1911, 





[3365] No. 131. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived January 28.) 
(No. 26) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Tolwan, January 28, 1911. 
AY telegram No. 470 of 15th November, and your letter to Pllinger of 18th 
November, respecting proposed mineral concessions in Persian Gulf region. 
Cox telegraphs that he meant one morning at each of the places to be visited. 


—_—— 


[i768] 2D 
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[3371] No, 132. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived January 29.) 
(No, 27.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

OIL company. Borings at Ahwaz. 

Tn continuation of my telegrams Nos. 9 and 11 of the 9th and 11th January 
respectively. 

Following from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire — 


Tshould be glad to know the final views of His Majesty's Government, if possible, 
before the 5th February, on which date I hope to meet, Mr. Greenway. 


Tehran, January 29, 1911. 


ea EEE EE 


(8428) No, 133. 


Sir @, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 
(No, 57.) 
Sir, Pera, January 21, 1911. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 41 of the 15th instant, in which I had the 
‘honour to report on the movement of Turkish troops on the Turco-Persian frontier, I 
am informed by His Majesty's consul at Mosul that Kerkuk is the head-quarters of the 
82nd Artillery Regiment, which consists of twelve batteries. ‘The regiment comprises 
field, mountain, and quick-firing guns ; and its batteries are distributed as follows 
7 at Kerkuk, 2 at Ravanduz, 2 at Passova, and 1 at Suleimanieh. 

Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





[8581] No. 134. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —(Reecived January 30.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, January 28, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant 
‘on the subject of the extension of the period allowed in our concession for the 
construction of roads in Persia, and to take note of the fact that the Russian 
Government have stated to His Majesty's Government that they have no objection to 
the negotiation of an arrangement with the Persian Government, whereby the 
necessary prolongation may be obtained, 

Tn accordance with the recommendation contained. in your despatch, we are 
instructing our agents in Tehran to endeavour to settle this question with the Persian 
Government at once. We understand you to mean that if the question were brought 


can to prevent recourse to these methods. 

‘As regards the presumption of the Russian Government that the road concession 
contains no stipulations which would enable our company to build railways, but concerns 
carringe roads exclusively, Ihave the honour to remind you that the road concession 
covers caravan roads as well as carriage roads. As regards railways, the concession 
does not include railways, the construction of railways not having been nor yet being 
permitted in Persia, But in the year 1890, the predecessors in title of our company 
Fecoived assurances from His Majesty's Government as regards any railways which 
might in future be built in districts traversed by the roads, und assurances were also 
given to our company in connection with the same subject in February 1903. As 
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‘the greater portion of these roads has now been placed within the Russian sphere by 
tho act of His Majesty's Government, the value of these assurances has been very 

tly diminished, and my board, therefore, count upon preferential consideration at 
{the hands of His Majesty's Government for the construction of railways in Persia, by 
British capital or for the participation by British capital in railway enterprises 
undertaken in conjunction with other countries in Persia, 

Thave, &. 
H. W. MACLEAN, Scoretary. 





(3624) No. 135. 


= Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 
(0. 28.), 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, January 30, 1911, 

IN reply to your telegram No. 21 of the 27th January, T have the honour to stato 
that T cannot obtain any further explanation officially from Persian Government. 

Tlearn privately that they hold: the opinion that in point of Jaw tho rights of the 
Muin-ut-Tojjar, under the firmans of 1895 and 1904, expired in 1905, but that as the 
Muin had been allowed to continue to mine the oxide and his rent had been accepted 
up to the 2lst March of last year, they consider that on grounds of equity he should 
‘be paid the value of the oxide which he had mined previous to that date and which 
the Government had taken over. 

What proofs the Persian Government could bring forward of their contention 
that a lease without term can be revoked at will I do not know, except it, be an 
assertion that it is in virtue of their sovereign rights and in accordance with Shariat 
customs and law. : 

TE you concur I would now propose to ask Persian Government officially for an 
opportunity to examine the different firmans that have reference to the case, but T am 
Aoubtful whether Persian Government will accede to this request, as T understand that, 
thoy consider that all the information we can properly demand has already been put at 


‘our disposal. 





[3621] No. 136. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 30.) 
(No. 20.) 


(Teles hic.) P. St. Petersburgh, January 30, 1911. 
FOREIGN advisers for Persia. # ul 
‘Telegram No. 13 of the 27th January from Washington. 
M, Sazonow’s view is that if American advisers are engaged, Germany, after 
recent events in connection with the possibility of engaging French and Germans, will 
almost certainly claim that a German adviser must also be engaged. 


[3622] No. 137. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 30.) 


«No. 21.) 
(Tolographis) P. St, Petersburgh, January 30, 1911. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 

My telegram No. 17 of the 17th January. 

Te scems that M. Sazonow is anxious that the Russian troops should be withdrawn 
from Kazvin at the carliest possible date, When I saw him to-day he said that the 
‘Parks had recently sent troops to a place situated on territory which was undoubtedly 
on the Persian side of the frontier, and that in all probability strong representations 
would have to be made at Constaztinople on the subject, He was therefore anxious 
to give Porsia a proof of the disinterestedness of the Russian Government. 
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3371] No. 138. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
io, 23.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, January 30, 1911. 

OIL company and sheikh. Your telegram No. 27 of yesterday. 

‘You should inform Colonel Cox and Lieutenant Wilson that we are strongly urging 
company that unless an arrangement can be come to with sheikh without raising 
question of surcharge, they should defer work on his lands. We had, however, not yet 
received their final answer. 





(2825) No. 139. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Gi: 
Jotter of the 23rd instant relative to the proposal 
territories of the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Sir E. Grey obsorves with satisfaction that there is a prospect that, your board will 
consent to adopt Sir G, Barel: ‘advice in their treatment of this question, which would 
Savolvo a postponement of action unless an arrangement can be made with the sheikh 
respective of the payment of a surcharge to his Excellency. He notes, however, that 
thoitconsent is conditional on the receipt of a reasonable assurance that the company 
Ml be protected from the danger of damage to, their position in the eyes of an 
Mbitratok in the event of their failing to give previous notice to the Persian Govern 
mont of the proposed arrangement with the sheikh, and of the question being eventually 
submitted to arbitration. 

‘As rogards this point, Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to learn the 


nature of the assurances required. 


Tam to add that Sir I, Grey concurs in your proposal to take no further steps in 
tho mattor pending the result of the negotiations between His Majesty’s consul at 
terak and Aft, Greenway, and Sir B. Grey would strongly urge that, unless 
ants can be made with the sheikh without raising the question of tho 
the work on. tho sheikh’s lands should be postponed. until it, becomes 
{to the prosperity of the company. It is of the highest importance to avoid. 
taising any question between the sheikh and the Persian Government at this juncture. 
Sir Ey Groy is instructing Tis Majety’s consul at Mokammerah in this sense 
am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(3744) No. 140, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 31.) 


No, 291) 
slegraphie) Tehran, Janwary 31, 1911. 
HORMUZ oxide. 

Pleaso refer to your telegram No. 21, dated the 27th January, and to my telegram 
No, 28, dated the 30th January. 

Note received from Persian Government contained nothing in addition to what I 
have already reported by telegraph. It was forwarded to you by last bag, but owing. 
to the snow it may be long delayed en route. 

‘A pamphlet in support of his ease has recently been published by the Muin-ut- 
‘ajjar.” Tn this document be states that the original firman granted to Haji Jafer Alani 
(itlitcut‘Tujjan), from whose heirs it passed into the possession of the Muin, was for 
a period of ten years, ‘and was dated 1894. Mr. Preece’s report, forwarded in legation 
despatch No, 2 of the 5th January, 1898, bears out this statement. 
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[8752] No. 141, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived January 31.) 


(No. 30, Very Confidential.) 
Celegraphic) Tehran, January 31, 1911. 
TERNATIONAL syndicate. 

In continuation of my private telegram of the 29th January, I have the honour to 
report that Mr. Wilson, Lynch's Tehiran manager, informs mo that when applying for 
extension of Persian’ Transport Company's concession on the 29th January, ho 
threatened Minister for Foreign Affairs that he would disclose to M, Poklowsky the 
far-reaching loan negotiations which had come to his notice if extension of concession 
was not immediately granted. 

~ ‘Mr, Wilson states that Minister for Foreign Affairs replied that nothing would be 
aainod by such step, asthe negotiations had already been concluded and an agreement 
signed. 

Tam assured, on the other hand, by Mr. Osborne that, though Persian Government 
enquired of him some time ago whether his group would arrange a loan of 10,000,000L, 
he has received no official application in this sense from them. In speaking to 
Mr. Osborne T reminded him of Mallets leter of the 20th April last to Mx. Woolf 

his afternoon M. Poklewsky asked Minister for Foreign Affairs whethor thero was 
any truth in the alleged negotiations for a loan and received a somewhat evasive reply, 
His Excellency stated to my Russian colleague that so far as he was aware no written 
application had been made to Mr. Osborne, and that in any case no agroement could 
have beon signed without his Excellency’s cognisance. 


(3624) No, 142, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
oi 2t) a 
Telegraphic.) P, 

t |ORMUZ oxide. 

‘approve course you propose in the last paragraph of your telegram No, 28 of tho 

30th January, but I leave it to your judgment whether a ea act officially or 

unofficially. I should have thought that to ask for facili ‘as a favour in an unofficial 
capacity would have been preferable, 


Foroign Ofice, January 31, 1911. 





[3622] No. 148, 
Sir Eiioard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
Foreign Office, January 31, 1911. 


(No. 17.) 

(Delographic.) P. 
KAZVIN troops. 
Your telegram No, 21 of the 30th January. 

Lam. greatly disappointed that Russian Government have not yet, arrived at 
decision to withdraw Kazvin troops. You should on any favourable opportunity press 
upon M. Sazonow my view that this step would check tendency of Persians to look for 
outside ‘support against Russia in Turkey ot elsewhere, would disnrm extcim of 
Russian policy here, and make the situation easier all round. 


(3621) No. 144. 


9) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
wlographie.) P. Foreign Ofico, January 31, 1911 
YOUR telegram No. 20 of the 30th Jam iL Svs CeadEtarelayia’ dea 
NocdO0|o£ xb your? Ampancen finaccial ody Seale Beas GoBpsiye czar 
M, Sazonow should be reminded of decision then come to and communication made 
to Persian Government. The lino then taken was that the employment of Americans 
[roids no presedont for employment of subject of any great Harepoan Paver, United 


tates ce not being European, and I do not see why we sliould not use the 
26 
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camo arguinent now, Tt seems difficult to abandon attitude we took up so defintely 
Hast, September, but if M, Sazonow desires, I will instruct Mr. Bryce to enquire 
dost adi whither the United States Government are entertaining matter, and 
Wikither they attach importance to propusal. I do not see that there ean be aanger of 
Witter Boing in practice beyond Americans as far as Great Powers are concerned, if 
ee eee a ieimly decided to insist with us that Persian Government must also 
émploy Russian and British advisers, if they take advisers from any great’ European 
Power. 





(3365) No, 145. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Hllinger and Co. 


Foreign Ofee, January 31, 1911. 
tary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received » 
y's Minister at ‘Tehran, dispatched after the perusal of a 
Office of tho 18th November Inst to you, relative to your 
Versian Gulf to examine the deposits of certain 
to exploit them, should the results of 


explains that in speaking of the possibility of the 
in the course of one morning,” he did not 
‘pleted in that time, but that one 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[3823] No. 146, 
Count Benckendorff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 


Imperial Russian Embas 
My dear Sir Edward, January 29, 191. 

T DON'T like to trouble you on Sunday, that is why T write, asking you to 
consider this as a verbal communication. _ I just received a telegram from M.Sazonow. 
Ho raises serious objections to tho appointment of American advisers to Persia, the 
United States being a Great Power He approhends it might be used as a precedent 
by other Great Powers. Ho ways the French Ambassador at St Petersburgh expressed 
Dinwralt strongly in the samo sense, I remember you having shown me on. Friday 
Mr Tiyeo's telegram informing you on this subject. M. Sazonow is very desirous of 
Knowing your opinion, and hopes you will agree with bin. 

Yours, &e. 
BENCKENDORFF. 


Se 


(8865) No, 147. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 1.) 
(No. 31 
(eigen io.) Ps ‘Tehran, February 1, 1911. 
INTERNATIONAL syndicate. 
Tn continuation of my immediately preceding telegram, I have the honour to report 
that Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom 1 save this afternoon, states that there have not 
oon any negotiations, properly éo-called, with Mr, Osborne in regard to a loan. 
In view of this statement I ean only suppose that Mr. Wilson must have misunder- 
stood Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


ee SSS SS eee 
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[3859] No. 148. 


Aalan) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward “irey.—(Received February 1.) 
No. 24. 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, February 1, 1911. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. Your telegram No. 17 of the 31st January. 

Tn conversation with ML Sazonow to-day, | again urged on_ his Excellency the 
expedieney of withdrawing the foree from Kazvin at once. M. Sazonow assured mo 
once more that he was desirous of doing so, but said that he had telegraphed. to 
SL Pollewsky, asking his views as to whether they could be withdrawn on the first 
‘occasion that offered. He was still awaiting M. Poklowsky's reply. _I did not succsed 
jn getting anything more explicit from M. Sazonwy, and though I believe that his 
intention to withdraw the force is quite gennino yet I cannot understand why the 
matter shoud be delayed, wales, need, he is waiting until Nasr-ul-Mulk arrives in 

ereia. 


T shall not miss any opportunity of pressing his Excellency on this matter, 





{8860} No, 149, 


Re keS Buchanan to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received February 1.) 
No, 25.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, Rebruary 1, 1911. 
FOREIGN advisers for Persia, Your telegram No, 18 of the Slst January. 

T communicated the substance of the above telegram to M. Sazonow this afternoon, 
and his Excelleney begged me to toll you that he would be very grateful if you would 
Cause tunoficial enquiries to be mado at Washington, as suggested. ‘Tho fact of 
Communication having been made in September last to the Persian Government had 


hot eseaped his memory, but Germany had now so clearly manifested her desire to 
Have a German advior at Tehran that bo thought that, no matter what, we might say 


as to the United States being a non-European Power, she would insist on a German 
being appointed if Americans were engaged. ‘ho result would be that an inter- 
reasaletministration would be established in Persia this would inevitably lead to 
Complications, and he was therefore most auxious to avoid such a result, 

Ho has already telegraphed these views to M. Poklewsky. 





[3823] No. 150, 


Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorgf. 
(Private,) 
My dear Ambassador, Foreign Ofice, February 1, 1911. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 20th January relative to the proposed 
engagement of American advisers in the Persian Ministry of Finance, to which 
M. Sazonow has raised objections, you will remeinbor that the quostion was thoroughly 
discussed in September of last year, and that M. Sazonow then agroed that this step, 
which was desired by the Medjliss, was not likely to give riso to political difficulties. 
Americans not, being subjects of a, great uropean Power. ‘The Persian Government 
were accordingly informed by Sir G, Barclay and M, Poklewski on the 29th September 
that the two Powers had no objection to the engagement of American bnaneial 
advisers, but that, if the Persian Government persisted further in disregarding. the 
friendly advice of the two Governments to seek foreign assistants from tho minor 
Powers, the engagement of come British and Russian subjects would be insisted on, 

T do not see why the two Governments should not adhere to the line then taken— 
that, the United States of America not being a great European Power, the employment 
of American citizens provides no precedent for the employment of the subjects of any 
‘other great Power. 

"If, however, M. Sazonow desires it, I will instruct the British Ambassador at 
Washington to make an unofficial enquiry whether the United States Goyerument 
attach importance to the matter and are entertaining it, but it, seems to me to be 
dificult to abandon the attitude so definitely taken up by us last September, 

‘Tf M. Sazonow is firmly decided to insist, in concert with Great Britain, that if the 
Persian Government takes advisers from any great European Power they must also 
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‘employ British and Russian advisers, I do not see that there can be any danger of the 
‘matier going, in practice, beyond the employment of Americans as far as the great 
Powers are concerned. 
{ have addressed a telegram to Sir G, Buchanan instructing him to make a 
communication. to M. Sazonow in this sense. 
Yours sincerely, 
E. GREY. 


—S———————— 
(8866) No. 151. 


Sir C, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 2.) 
(No, 82.) 
(Telegraphic.) _R. Tehran, February 1, 1911. _ 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL of Ispahan was shot and very dangerously wounded this 
morning by Russian subject who was lately in Persian service as chief of the police 
there. 
Culprit has taken refuge in Russian consulate-general. 





(3974) No. 152. 


Sir O. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received February 2.) 
(No, 33.) 
Wolegraphic.) P. 

OLL Compan 
His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz telegraphs as follows: — 


Tohvan, February 2, 1911. 


“Information has reached me to the effect that Mr. Reynolds, general fields 
manager of oil company, who has gone to England, is to be succeeded by Mr. Ritehie, 
pipe-line superintendent. 

“T regard Mr. Ritchie's appointment as general fields manager as the gravest 
administrative blunder which has as yet been committed by company. From a 
Knovslodge of the man’s personality and methods T am led to believe that disastrous 
political results will be brought about by his appointment. 

“T consider, (1), that good relations of company with the khans will thereby be 
jeopar ; (2), that traditional British friendship with the khans. will be endangered ; 
{3} knowing the tomper of the Lurs, I believe it possible that such a situation may be 
Drought about as may expose the lives of British subjects at the oil fields to danger. 

The position is grave enough with the, land negotiations approaching, but T 
consider the it would be sorious if Ms. Ritchie is appointed general fields manager. 

“ Quostion demands urgent and immediate consideration.” 


Tis Majesty's consul-genoral, Bushire, is to see Greenway, on the 5th February, 
and Ihave repeated above telegram to him. 
Thopo company will take no action in the meantime, 


SS Ee 


(3977) No. 153. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived February 2.) 
(No. 34.) 
{iaigesohie) R. Tehran, February 2, 1911. 

YOUR tologram No. 27 of Slat January: Hormus oxide. 

In reply to my unoflicial enquiries, Ministor for Foreign Affairs informs mo that 
the Persign Government is not in possession of copies of original lease and firman, and 
his Excellency is doubtful whether Muin can produce them, as ho has not hitherto 
dono so, Tt was in the absence of these documents that the 1904 firman was granted 
in confirmation of the Muin's lease, 


Se ee 
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[3860] No. 154. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

@o. 28.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, February 2, 1911. 
FINANCIAL advisers, My telegram No. 21 of to-day to Mr. Bryce. 
Inform M. Sazonow. 





[8860] No. 155. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Bryce. 
(No. 21.) 
(Golographic) Pe at ade Foreign Opie, February 2, 1911. 
‘AMERICAN financial advisers for Persia, St, Petorsburgh telegram No. 25 of 
the Ist February. 
Enquire unofficially whether United States Government attach importance to 
appointinents (eee: my telegram No, 18 of the Slst January to Sir G, Buchanan 
explaining circumstances). 





[3974] No. 156. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


(Geokdentel) 
ir, 


. : Foreign Ofice, Pobruary 2, 1911. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that ho hag reooived a 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister ot Tehran Yoporting that information has reached 
His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz of the intention of your company to appoint Mr. Ritchie, 
ae prsot pe lino suerintandnt in ther olds, to ‘be general fields manager in 
the placo of Mr. Reynolds, who has left for England. 

Tn Mr, Ranking’s opinion, formed in the light of a close acquaintanco with 
Mr. Ritchie's methods and personality, this appointment would be a grave administra- 
tive error, and will, moreover, have disastrous political effects. 

Tie considers that it will endanger the company’s good relations and the traditional 
friendship of Great Britain with the Bakhtiari khans, and, in viow of the tempor of tho 
Lure, even the lives of British subjects in the oil-iclds, while it will greatly aggravate 
f sifuation already rendered grave by the approaching negotiations respecting the 
Proposed borings in the territory of tho Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Mr Ranking begs that the question may receive immediate attention, and T am 
accordingly to recommend your company most urgently to suspend tho proposed 
appointment of Mr, Ritchie to succeed Mr, Reynolds till His Majesty's consul-general 
at Bushire, who is in possession of all the facts of the case, has had an opportunity of 
discussing it with Mr, Greenway, which will occur on the 5th instant, 


Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


—— 


(4037) No. 157, 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Offico—(Received February 3.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 2, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 90th January, 

Tam afraid that I should find it difficult to formulate the assurances in question, 
In my letier of tho 23rd ultimo I threw out the suggestion on the chance of you or 
Sir George Barclay being able to do so, I will, however, consult my colleagues on the 
‘board of this company at an early date 

‘note that Sir E. Grey woul strongly urge that unless arrangements ean be xnade 
with the sheikh without raising the question of the surcharge, the work on the sheikth's 
lands should be postponed until it becomes essential to the prosperity of the company, 
Eo stat eres importance to aveld raising any question botwoen tho bik 

2F 





110 


and the Persian Government at this juncture, and I will also lay this expression of 
Sir E. Grey's views before my colleagues, and I think that I can undertake that, subj 
to anything that may possibly be arranged by Mr. Greenway in Persia, we shall not 
take any steps in the matter without first consulting with He Worten Office. 

ave, ke. 


E. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 





(4096) No. 158. 


ey Sir @, Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 
fo. 35. 
{Stores phic) 1) Tehran, February 3, 1911. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 

Please refer to Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No. 24 dated the Ist February, and to 
my telegram No. 18 dated the 31st January. 

M. Poklewski does not appear to have received any explicit instructions to report 
his views regarding the recall of Kazvin force independently of the question of 
motor-cars. 

T understand that the conclusions of Ministry of Finance on this subject have not 
yet reached Russian Minister, and though Minister for Foreign Affairs assures him. 
that this question will not be difficult to settle, nothing can be done pending the 
Regent's arrival. 

It is reported that Nasr-ul-Mulk left Resht yesterday for Tehran, 


EES 


(4097) No, 159. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 
(No. 36.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 3, 1911. 

FORKIGN advisers. 

With reference to Sir G. Buchanan’s telegram No. 25 of the 2nd February, 
Medjliss yesterday authorised Persian Government to conclude contracts with ‘American 
financial advisers, and allotted a sum of 5,601. for their salaries. A vote of thanks to 
‘American Minister was passed with enthusiastic acclamations. 

(Confidential.) / 

M. Poklewski has not received any communication from St. Petersburgh. He is of 
opinion that matters have now advanced too far to upset the engagement of American 
advisers, and that a bad effect would be produced by doing so in ‘view of our previous 
statements. I entirely concur, 





[8821] No. 160. 


Sir Raward Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 3, 1911, 
‘THE Swedish Minister asked on the 30th ultimo for explanations as to the passage 

in the recent note addressed by Sir G. Barclay to the Persian Government dealing with 

the surcharge of 10 per cent, on the customs of the Persian Gulf ports, and the matter 

was made clear to him by Sir A. Nicolson. 


Count Wrangel then said that his Government had taken no steps with regard to 
the Swedish officers required for the RecraeuEa On of the Persian gendarmerie, and 


Sir A. Nicolson replied that, so far as His Majesty's Government were concerned, there 
was no objection to their proceeding with the matter, but that since the last conver- 
gation between Count Wrangel and himself, ithad been made clear that the engagement 
of these officers was desired for the whole of Persia and not for the province of Fars 
only, as had been previously understood. 

‘Count Wrangel said that he remembered that, on the last occasion when the 
question had been discussed between them, Sir A. Nicolson had said that the officers 
were required for service in the south. 

Sir A. Nicolson observed that as regards Northern Persia the matter was more 





(4158) No, 161. 


Mr. Bryce to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived Pebruary 4.) 
(No. 16.) 
(Telegeaphie,) P. 

OLLOWING is confidential. 

American financial advisers for Persian Government, 

Tt iw clear from recent conversation and correspondence that United States 
Government are sensitive in regard to the question of the Chinchow—Aigun Railway, 
‘ind the unolliial enquiry, which you instruct me to make in your telegram No, 21 of 
yesterday's date, may, therefore, have an unfortunate effet. 

Should you, however, desire me to carry out your instructions, may T assure 
Secretary of State that His Majesty's Government. do not associate themselves with 
obj ff Russian Government, as they have already expressed their own opinion 
that, in_ principle, there is no objection to the proposal, and that they merely desire 
information as to attitude of United States Government to proposal and to learn what 
‘tho scope of the advisers? functions would be ? 

Tr understand your telegram rightly, you wish the United States Government to 
roocive fall nad fk explanation of the situation, 


Washington, February 3, 1911. 





(1768) 


iw 


jnteresting to the Russian than to His Majesty's Government, and perhaps was being 
discussed by the Swedish Government with the former at St, Petersburgh, 

Count Wrangel replied that this was possible, but that his Government were 
‘anxious to do nothing which was ill-viewed by His Majesty's Government or which was 
disagreeable to them. 

Bir A. Nicolson repeated that, so far as the south of Persia was concerned, His 
Majesty's Government hind no objection to the engagement of Svredish officers. 

am, 


i, GREY. 





14233] No, 161. 


ane) Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 4.) 
(0. 37.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Telwan, February 4, 1911. 
MINISTER of Finance, Sani-ed-Dowleh, was [? shot] and vory dangerously 
qounded by two Caucasians, presumably (group undecypherable] Russian subjects. 
‘Assailants were captured. 
Four police were wounded effecting the capture, 





[4158] No. 162. 


Sir Baward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan. 
(No, 322) 
Telegraphie) Ps Foreign Office, Rebruary 4, 1911. 

AIR. BRYCE'S telegram No, 16 and Sir G. Barclay’s telogram No. 36, both of the 
3rd February. 


Please yaform M, Sazonow that in yiew of information received from Sir G. 
Barclay it is now too late to open the question ; that after our joint: communication of 
Jast year assenting to employment of Americans, such action on our part would have 
very bad effect at Tehran, and that Mr. Bryce strongly deprecates enquiry. 


—— nant 


[4158] No. 163. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Bryce 
a 26.) 


Telegraphic.) Foreign Office February 4, 1011. 


P, 
sah HERIOAN financial advisors for Persia. Your telegram No, 16 of the 3rd 
ebruary. 

Enquiry need not be made in view of Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 36 of the rd 
February. 


aS SS SS Se 


[4234] No. 164. 
mas Sir G. Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 
‘No. 38.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 5, 1911. 
TN continuation of my immediately preceding telegram dated the 4th February. 
Sani-ed-Dowleh died during the night of the 4th-oth February, 

_-MPoklewaki is about to demand surrender of the murderers, who, after a joint 

investigation here will, in conformity with usual procedure, be sent. to Russia to be 

tri 

It is highly desirable that the fear entertained by many Persians that only a slight 
sentence will be meted out to the assailants in Russia should not prove justified, 

M, Poklowski hopes that Persian Government will be ‘ndueed by this fresh crime, 
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i i i effect the 
foll ‘on that at Ispahan, to ask co-operation of his Government to ; 
Ansel of the Arse ‘characters among the Caucasians who, since the revolution, 


have remained in Pereia. Up till now Persian Ministers, intimidated by possible 
‘vengeance of fedais, have shrunk from taking this step. : 





[4803] No, 165. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 


{fe 2) Tehran, January 21, 191). 

” | HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of the note which, in accordance 
with the instructions contained in your telogram No, 16 of tho 10th January, 1 have 
to-day addressed to the Persian Government in reply to its note of the 25th Decem! 
Inst Tespecting the re-establishment of ordor on tho Bushire-Ispahan road. 

rave, &. 
@. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 165. 
Sir @. Barclay to Mohteshem-es-Saltaneh. 


ini el 11. 
M. lo Ministro, Tehran, January 21, 19 
TDID nob fail to communicate to my Government the Vazir Zadeh’s note of the 
abe, nstructed to. inform your Excellency that His 

ith satisfaction that the Persian Government 
Reports from His 


bo clearly understood that His Majesty's 
de in the event of a recrudescence of 

tho right to insist on the 

Government 

ely to suffice 


Tavail, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 


ee 


us 


[4463] No. 166. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received February 6.) 
(No. 27.) 
Etec) ¥, St, Petersburgh, February 6, 1911. 
OREIGN advisors for Persian Government. Your telegram No. 32 of the 
4th February. 

Thave seen M. Sazonow, who agrees with yon that it is now too late for the two 
Powers to take any further steps with regard to the appointment of American advisers, 
His Excellency says that in the event of a German candidate being put forward, Great 
Britain and Russia will have to exercise strong prossure at Tehran to prevent his being 
‘engaged by the Persian Government. 


(4464) No. 167. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 
(No. 28.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 

Telogram No. 35 of the 3rd February from Tehran, 

On speaking to Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day on the above subject, his 
Excellency said that M. Poklewsky must have misunderstood his telegraphic instructions, 
He would telegraph to him again at once, as he was most anxious that the troops 
should bo withdrawn from Kazvin. 


St. Petersburgh, February 6, 1911. 


[4234] No. 168. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir Q. Barelay. 
(No. 38.) 


Foreign Office, Hebruary 6, 1911, 


(Telegraphic.) R. 
"FOUR tetogram No, 28 of 5th February, Murder of Sanvod: Dowloh, 
You should present the condolences of His Majesty's Government. 


(4616) No. 169, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Sir Baiward Grey. —(Recetved Pebruary 7.) 


Sir, 25, Abolureh Lane, London, February 6, 1911, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith extracts from confidential lottors 
received to-day from our chief inanayer in Tehran, which may interest you, 
Thave, &. 
G. NEWELL, Manager. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 169. 


Betract from Confidential Letter dated January 18, received from the Chief Manager 
of the Imperial Bank of Persia in Tehran on Kebruary 6, 1911. 


Persian Government. 


Laan Valibul-Royaopes that this will bo pased by tho Meise thi 
week. 

‘The Russian Bank’s consolidation, with all its extra conditions has been signed, and 
consequently the Persian Government is entitled to receive 160,000 tomans from that 
bank. Vakil-ul-Roya informs me that this sum will be paid into us, and all the jewels 
Perea) by the ex-Shah will be transferred from the Russian Bank to the Imperial 

nk, 
re OE heey tae seat M. Poklewsky had relinquished all iden of the 
1768) 26 
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Russian Bank participating in the import.of silver for the mint, but on the 13th 
instant he asked me to share the business with that bank as his Government insisted 
upon it, It remains to be seen what steps M. Poklewsky will take to attain his 
object. ‘The Persian Government certainly will not placo any business with Russia out 


of good-will, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 169. 


Betracts from a Confidential Letter dated January 21, received from the Chief Manager 
of the Iniperial Bank of Persia in Tehran on February 6, 1911. 


Norwegian Consul, Bushire. 


M. BONATT, consul-general for Norway, called on mo on the 19th instant and 
asked iT would permit our manager in Bushire to accept the post of Norwegian consul 
at that place, adding that noue but a Britisher is desired. At present. the post is held 
by Dr. Listemann, the German consul. I pointed out that T could not, sanction this 
without reference to the Board, and shall be glad therefore if you will kindly lay the 
witha Rtovo the diestors and advise mo. Poreonally, I thiak it would be Netter not 
to grant the request, M Bouati assures mo that tho post is merely nominal as there is 
no work attached to it, 

‘The Minister of Finance has sent us bis cheque on the Russian Bank for 
185,600 tonians, ‘This concludes the consolidation of that bank's accounts, and we now 
await the arrival of Nassir-ul-mulk before taking steps to reconvert the present 
‘arrangement into a sterling loan if possible. 





(4555) No. 170, 
‘Treasury to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 7.) 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, February 6, 1911. 
I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury to 
acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Mallet’s lettor of the 19th ultimo, further on the subject 
of the permanent. appointment of an intelligence officer at His Majesty's consulate- 
general at Mesh 
‘heir Lordships direct mo to state that they have carefully considered tho 
correspondence in the matter, and note that on the one hand the Army Council assess 
the intorest of the War Department. in the appointment at not more than 500. a-year, 
and that on tho other Sir Hdward Grey still considers that the Imperial interest is of & 
purely military character, although he would be willing, if their Lordships should so 
Aoairo, that half the salary of the post should continue to be borne on Foreign Office 
votes. 
Tn thos circumstances, while attaching due importance to the view expressed by 
Sir B, Grey in Mr, Mallot’s letter to the India Office of the 12th October last, as to the 
fairness of tho Imperial Government's present contribution of one-half the pay of the 


officer only, excluding all contingent and other expenses, my Lords are willing to agree 
to a contribution of 500. a-year being made to the Government of India in respect of 
this post, in liew of the present contribution, as from Ist April next, subject to the 
atrangement being reviewed in two years from the Ist January last, as suggested by 
the War Department. 

"The payment of this contribution should he made from army funds, and my Lords 
are authorising the Army Council (to whom a copy of this letter is being sent) to make 
provision in army estimates accordingly. 

Tam, &. 
G. H. MURRAY, 





Bot 
[4640] ‘No. 1il. 
an Sir G. Barclay to Sir Biteard Grey.—(Received February 7.) 
0. 39, 


(elegraphic.) P. Tebwan, February 7, 1911. 

RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 

4. Poklewski has now been asked by his Government for his views regarding the 
immediate recall of the foree stationed at Kazvin. In reply, Russian Minister is 
telographing his concurrence in proposal, but stating that. some delay will be inevitable 
Seay to the snow on the roads. T havo impressed upon M, Poklewskt tho desirability 
that withdrawal should be made known. a5 soon as possible, but the delay due to the 
snow offers an opportunity for a final effort to settle the question of motor ears, which 
Tfear he may find too tempting to let slip. 

Tt is much to be hoped that an early announcement may be made, A very 
disqnioting boyeott of a recently inaugurated branch of the Banque d’Escompte at 
Kum is in full progress, and there is evidence of renewed anti-Russian agitation in 
‘ehran, in consequence of the recent crimes committed by Caucasian revolutionaries. 





(2213) No. 172, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 7, 1911, 

TAM directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of correspondence relative to a proposal to entrust His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah 
With the duty of surveying the country from Dizful to Burujird, in South-Western 
Persia,? with a view to the eventual construction of a railway between those two places 
which would form a section of the projected line from Mohammerah to Julfa. 

Tam to state that, from the moment when the proposal for this survey was laid 
before him, Sir E, Grey has fully recognised the necessity for its eventual execution, as 
itis clearly indispensable that Tlis Majesty's Goverment should be. in possession of 
complete and accurate knowledge of a region in which it is intended eventually to 
construct a railway so advantageous to British interests from a political as well as from 
‘a commercial point of view. 

‘As, however, the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury will observe 
from the letter from this department to the India Office of the 31st Decanter last, he was 
Jed to raise objections to the immediate execution of the scheme by the consideration of 
the unfavourable impression likely to be produced thereby on the mind of the Russian 
Government. 

Tt is now clear from the language held by the Russian Minister for Forel 
Adaits His Majesty's Lunbussador nt Su-Potarsburgh 05 seported by th later in te 
enclosed extract,? that, so far from viewing with disfavour the construction by British 
enterprise of a line in this part of Persia, his Excellency warmly encourages such « 
scheme, co that the objections raised by Sir E. Grey to the proposed survey no 
longer exist. 

Tam accordingly to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners may see their 
vey tothe charge on Imperial funds of half the expenses involved in the exeontion of 
this proposal, which has, as they will observe, the support of all His Majesty's xepre- 


sontatives on the spot, as well as that of the Government of India and the India Oflice, 
especially in. view of the exceptional fitness for the work of His Majesty's prosent 
consul at Mohamerah, whereby an opportunity is offered which may not soon recur. 

‘The total cost of the survey is estimated at 1,500 rupees a-month, and its duration 
at six months, oth these igures being taken as the maximum 


Tam to add, with reference to Colonel Cox's despatch No. 68 of the 8th October 
last, forwarding Mr. Wilson's valuable report on the results of his survey of the lino 
from Mohommerah to Dizful, that it was unnecessary to obtain special sanction in 
that case because the work was accomplished in the course of that officer's ordinary 
journeys about his consular district. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


* Colonel Cox, No. 67 , October 8; ditto, No. 68, October 8; Sir G, Barclay, No. 477, ‘Telegraphic, 
to {udia fice, November 24;' India Ofico, December 21; ditto, Deceraber $1, 1910, 
Ibachanan (extract), No, 25, January 25, 1911. 
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11213) No. 173. 
Foreign Office to Tridia Office. 


Sin) Foreign Office, February 7, 1911. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 31st December last relative to 
the proposed survey of the Dizful-Burujird section of the projected Mohammerah— 
Julfa Railway, Iam to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
‘Ambassador at St. Petersburgh," and to request that the attention of the Earl of Crewe 
may be invited to the last threo sentences, from which it will be observed that, the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs speaks of an English project for a railway from 
Mohammerah to Khanikin, and strongly advises His Majesty's Government to give it 
their support, 

‘Tho objections raised by Sir B, Groy to the proposed survey were entirely based, 
ag Lord Crewe ig aware, on the mistrust and suspicion which, in the present position of 
the goneral question of railway construction in Persia, it would be likely to arouse in 
the mind of the Russian Government, and not on any doubt as to its ultimate 
usefulness, and now that M. Sazonow’s observations have removed all fear that his 
Excolleney would view the scheme with disfavour it appears desirable that it should 
be proceeded with without delay. 

Tam accordingly to state that Sir E, Grey will forthwith cause the Lords Commis- 
sioners of His Majesty's Treasury to be approached with a view to obtain their consent 
to the charge to Imperial funds of half the expenses involved in the investigation, 

Tt is true that the scheme mentioned by M. Sazonow to Sir G, Buchanan was one 
for a railway from Mohammerah to Khanikin, and not from Mohammersh to Julfa, 
but, a9 the former project has never, 80 far a8 Sir H. Grey is aware, been proposed by 
anybody, it is permissible to assume that the latter was’ the one which his Excellency 
had in mind, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(8581) No. 174, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 7, 1911. 
TAM dirooted by Socrotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, relative to the extension of the period fase in your 
's concession from the Persian Government for the construction of roads in 
Porsia. 
ith reference to the second paragraph of that communication, Tam to point out 
that if, as you suggest, it is made clear to the Persian Government that in the opiniom 
of His Majesty’s Government the desired extension should immediately be granted, 
compiny’s chances of eventually obtaining it would, in the view of His Majesty's 
‘Tehran (in which Sir E, Groy concurs) be seriously projudiced, since such 
in intimation would constitute an act of intervention on the part of His Majesty's 
Legation of precisely the kind which Sir (i, Barclay deprecates, 
Tam necordingly to urge that your company, in their own intorests, should abstain, 
‘at any rate in the present position of the question, from invoking the assistance of the 
ogation in the matter. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(4722) No. 175. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received Pebruary 8.) 


(Goniidential.) Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sin, London, February 6, 1911. 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the :nd February. 

T have seen one or two of my colleagues on the board of this company, and I am to 


* Sir. Buchanan, No, 25, Secret, January 26, 1911, 
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reply to your letter that, in accordance with your-wishes, nothing more will be done 
a oe ec ayne ke Comusare were it ‘His Majesty's consul-ceneral. 
Thave had a telegram sent to Mr. Greenway requesting him to telegraph particulars 
of this interview as soon as possible. Ata 
v0, de. 


E. W. WALLACE, 
Vice-Chairman, 


[4721] No. 176. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received February 8.) 


Sir, 25, Abchiurch Lane, London, February 7, 1911. 

IN continuation of our letter of yesterday, and in connection with the extract from 
our ‘Tehran office's letter dated the 21st January, relating to the consolidation of the 
Russian Bank's accounts, Mr. Wood remarks :— 

“Tt is said, and I believe it is true, that the Russian Bank bought up, or otherwise 
obtained, a large sum of old Government. pension receipts, which have been included 
Pr'the consolidation. ‘Theso reesipts could be bought for 10 per cont, of theit faco 
value.” 


With regard to the extract from our Tehran office’s letter of tho 21st January sent 
you yesterday, relating to our Bushire manager acoepting the post of Norwegian consul 
‘at Bushire, my directors will be glad to have your views on the suggestion, and will 
carry out your wishes in the matter. eae 

0, 


(G. NEWELL, Manager, 


(4773) No. 177. 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
Tehran, February 8, 1911. 





a722] No. 178. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
lographic) BR, 
Ss ak? 


Foreign Office, February 8, 1911. 
R telegram No, 33 of 2nd February. : , 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company state that nothing more will be done regarding 
appointment of general fields manager till they recsive report of Mr. Greenway's 
interview with Colonel Cox, which former has been asked to send by telegraph, 


(No. 43.) 


(4781) No. 179. 
(0.41) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 
fo. 41.) 


‘Telegraphic,) Decode. Tehran, February 9, 1911. 
Cee ERENY arsived yesterday. 


176s} 
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[4781] No. 180. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 
ta. sh ) P, Foreign Office, February 9, 1911 
‘legraphic.) P. ‘oreign Offce, February 9, 1911. 
EN suitable opportunity you should tell Regent that His Majesty's Government 
desire to welcome him back to Tebran and are glad to hear that he has arrived safely. 
‘His Majesty's Government wish him well in the prosecution of his task, and feel 
confident that he will tako all possible measures for the establishment of order and 
tranquillity, and thot he will devote himself to promoting the welfare of his country. 





(4721) No. 181. 
Sir Hatcard Grey to Sir 0. Barclay. 
) P. Foreign Offee, February 9, 1911. 
(QIAN ‘consul-general. os 
Wo hear ftom bank that it is proposed to appoint bank manager at Bushire. We 


quite approve, subject to your views, but would be glad if you would discuss matter 
with bank manager at Tehran, who is opposed to proposal. 





(4781) No. 182, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No, 87.) 


‘lographic.) P. Foreign Office, February 9, 1911. 

AE SAZONOW might also wish to say a word of encouragement and welcome to 
Persian Regent, and you should therofore inform him of action taken by His Majesty's 
Government: (ace my telegram No. 44 of to-day to Sir G. Barclay), 


(4988) No. 183. 


a Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 
(No. 42. 
(Tolagraphic) 2. 

NORWEGIAN consul at Bushiro. 

In roply to your telogram No. 46 of the 9th Febrnary, I have the honour to report 
that manager of Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, has withdrawn his objection, but 
would like to receive approval from his head office in London before informing 
Norwogian consul-genoral that bank manager, Bushire, can act. 


Tehran, February 10, 1911. 





(4862) No. 184. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No, 48) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, February 10, 1911. 
(PelsROAN rumours, Your telegram No. 31 of the let February. 

tis stated by Imperial Bank that their manager at ‘Tehran suggests Mesare. Lynch 
aro interested, and believes rumours to be true, 

Messre, Lynch had themselves asked for confirmation of rumours of similar 
nature which ‘aye reached them and of which they informed us confidentially, at 
the same time begging that their name might not be mentioned in connection with 
‘enquiry. Ui 

Win view of this, bank manager's suggestion «pears improbable. 


(5144) No. 185. 
Sir . Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 11.) 
St, Petersburgh, February 11, 1911. 


Government that this friendly act will be taken by Persia as a proof of Russia's 
‘good-will, and that Persia's attitude towards Russia will in future be of a more 
iliatory nature. 3 





(4721) No. 186. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Sir, Poroign Ofico, February 1, 1911. 

T AM directed by Soortary Sir Baward Grey to acknowledge the z#sept of yous 
Jettor of the 7th instant relative to the pi of the Norweginn consul-general at 
‘Tehran to appoint the manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Bushire to the post of 
Norwegian consul at that port. : 

Tam to inform you in reply that, subject to the opinion of His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, Sir E. Grey entirely approves of tho acceptance of this proposal, and that ho 
has accordingly addrese telegram to Six. Bazlay acguaintng with the facta and 
instructing him to discuss the matter with the bank's chief manager at. that capital, 
who, it is observed from your letter of tho Gth instant, considers that M. Bonati’s 
proposal should not be entertained. 


Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


PSI am to add that a further telegram has now been reosived from Sir G. 
Barclay, ropoting thatthe chief managor bas waive his objection to the proposal, but 
would be glad to have the approval of the bank before informing ME Bona. 


[5130] No. 187. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received February 12.) 
(No. 43.) 


elegapbie) Re Tehran, February 12, 1911, 
USSIAN consul-general at Ispahan was found drowned yesterday morning in & 
swell in precincts of his consalat ‘There is no evidence of foul play. 
‘At the request of my Russian colleague, I have instructed His Majesty's consul- 
eral to take charge of Russian interests till tho arrival of member of Russian 
gation, who will leave for Ispahan to-day. 


‘The assailant of th telogram No. 32 of Ist February) has 
sag eres aeatagT ee otis past ee 


(5131) No,,188. 


hen Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived February 12.) 
(Tel 


) 
ve Ey P. ‘Tehran, February 12, 1911. 


Tn accordance with instructions contained in your telegram No. 44 of tho 
9th Febrnary, I delivered your message to Nasr-ul-Mulk yesterday at an informal 
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audience, In reply, Regent begged me to oxpress his gratitude for the message and 
for the sympathy which had always been shown him by His Majesty's Government. 
He would, he assured me, work in the closest. touch with His Majesty's Legation as he 
hhad always done. em, ie 

His Highness appeared to mo decidedly pessimistic with regard to the political 
situation, which ho characterised as one of complete chaos. - 

Up till now Nasr-ul-Mulk has not taken oath as Regent, and he informs me that, 
‘until he has come to a clear understanding with the deputies of the Medjliss, whom he 
hhas summoned to the Palace to-day, he will not do so. 





[5132] No. 189, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received February 12.) 


(No. 45.) 
{nt ‘aphic.) P. Tehran, February 12, 1911. 
fost troops at Kazvin. 

Zn continuation of my telegram No. 40 of the 8th February, Thave the honour to 
roport that M, Poklowski stated to the Reent at an informal audience yesterday that 
Russian troops at Kazvin would be recalled immediately. 

‘Nosrul-Mulk, M. Poklowski informs me, begged that Russian Government might 
not inake decision public for the moment, a8 he desired that it should be announced 
whon a ministry likely to reciprocate this friendly step was in office. 

His Highness, I believe, has in view a Cabinet under Sipahdar, and his attitude 
Yould seem to indiate that he wished to iitilise recall of the Russian troops to achieve 

is ond, 


See 


(6178) No, 190. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdicard Grey. —(Reeeived February 13.) 


Tehran, January 23, 1911. 

BY tho courtesy of the Russian Minister, Tam enabled to forward a copy of the 
arrangement recently concluded betwoen the Russian Bank and the Persian Govern- 
ment for the consolidation of the latter's debts to the bank. 

‘The various categories of the Government's debt to the bank amounted to 
6,041,00228 tomans, of which 41,66228 tomans are to be paid off at once, leaving the 
Consolidated debt at 6,000,000 tomans, which, as in the case of the consolidation of 
the Persian Government's debts to tho Imperial Bank effected last summer, carries 
T per cont. intorest, and is to be paid off in fifteen years by. equal half-yearly 
jdtalments, the Persian Government reserving the right to redeem it at the end of any 
financial year with two months’ notice. 

With regard to section (b) of article 3, I should explain that theso charges include 
tho ox-Shah’s pension, as well as certain of the quasi-fixed charges which have in the 
past beon paid from the customs receipts by usage, the most important item being the 
Tpkeep of the Cossack brigade, which the Persian Government have now formally 
Pound themselves to meet from the northern customs—these charges coming 
immodiataly after the coupon of the Russian Government's loans of 1900 and 1002. 

“You will notice that if the receipts of the northern customs do not suflice for the 
sorvices with which they are charged, the mint revenues are to be held at the Russian 
Bank's disposal to mako up the deficit, ‘This stipulation takes the place of one which 
at ono time threatenod to shipwreck tho negotiations, viz., a stipulation for the control 
Gf the customs in the event of defaulr, which the Russian Minister, realising that it was 
ikely to prove a formidable obstacle to the conclusion of the arrangement, recom- 
mended his Government to waive. 

T ought to mention that, in order to oblige the Persian Government, the Russian 
Minister stretched « péint, and allowed this ermngement, to Tbear the’ date of the 
Blat December (13th January), though, owing to a hitch at the last moment, it was not 
factually concluded till the morning of the Ist January (0.8). But for my colleague's 


| dette consolidée par la présente convention. 
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action in this matter, the Persian Government would have had to pay the last 

half-year's interest at the old extortionate rate, which would haye involved a loss to the 

Persian Government of something like 150,000 tomans. Sufficient to meet the interest 

Pap AR ase be Loaner from ee be by the Russian Bank, 

and the balance now over to the Persis overament, which there! 

finds itself for the moment in ata ae eae ys 
Thaye, &. 


G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No, 190. 
Agreement Between the Persian Government and the Ruseian Banik. 


ENTRE le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté lo Schah ot In Banquo d’Eacompte de 
Perse il a été convenu de ce qui suit -— 


Arrione 1°, 

_,, Toutes les sommes dues par lo Gouvernement de Sa Majesté lo Schab & Ja Banquo 
@'Escompte do Perse, d’aprés les comptes présontés par la banque et acceptés par 
ledit Gouvernement, sont actuellement consolidées et unifiges en une somme totale de 
60,416,622 krans 80 centimes, amortissable en quinze années, 4 compter du 1* (14) 
juillet, 1910, jusqu'au 1* (14) juillet, 1925. L'intérét de cote dette sera caloulé au 
faux de 7 pour cent annucls, Pour arrondir lo chiffre de Ja dette une somme do 
416,622 kxans 80 centimes sera déduite du solde disponible des revenus douaniers se 


tronvant & la Banque d’Esoompte de Pers ti t partiel de ladite d 
eee 70 on amortissement partiel de ladite dette au 


AnmiciE 2. 


Liamortissement de cotte dette, fixéo a la somme totale do 60,000,000 de kkrans-—ainsi 
gqele paioment des intrets—sronteffestucs pa lo Gouvernement pean dane lo dle 


le quinze ans, & partir du i* (14) juillet, 1910, par des. vorsements somostriels égaux 
do 363870 rans 90 coutimen,repréeontant un total do 6,684,660 loans 80 centines 
par an. 

Annu: 3, 


La présente dette ot son amortistement régulier ont pour garantie les revenus de 
toutes les douanes de Perse, & Vexcoption de celles du Fars et des ports du Golfo 
Porsique, mais seulement apres paiement des obligations suivantes, & savoir 


( ; Lannuité dos deux emprunts oF 100 et 1902, s'élevant & 1,670,104 r. 20 I, 5 
ines dépenses obligatoires du Gouvernement persan, imputée: 
dovates du nord, et dent le total Sélive 6,107,000 krans param, ke 


Le Gouvernement persan, d6j) obligé par des engagements antérieurs (contrata de 
1900 et 1902) de verser la Banquo d’Escompte de Perse Ia totalité des or des 
douanes susindiquées sans aucune déduction, renouvelle cet engagement pour toute la 
urée du présent contrat et jusqu’d Vamortissement complet de ses dottes 1a Banque 

"Escompte. 

Par revenus des douanes sont entendus les revenus do tous les bureaux de 
douanes existants ou d créer i Vavenir dans les mémes régions, déduction faite des 
frais de perception et d’administration (ces frais s'élavent approximativement & la 
somme de 3,500,000 krans par an). 


Anmicte 4, 


__. Dans Je cours de chaque semestre et, conformément aux stipulations de Varticle 3 
ci-dessus, la Banque d’Escompte, ayant en dépét les xecettes ouanidree, procédera de 
Ta manidre suivante:— 

(a.) En premier lieu, la Banque d’Escompte acquit a Pann 
a ee capa a sg spte acquittera, comme dusage, l'annuité 

,) Elle retiendra, en second lieu, Ia somme suffisante pour i 

échéances respectives les dépenses obligatoires du Gouvernement persan mentionnées & 
Yarticle 3 (8), lesquelles seront ordonnancées par le Ministre des Finances de Sa 
Majesté le Schah & 'intervention de I'Administration des Douanes. 

(c.) Le reliquat sera affecté au paiement des intéréts et de l'amortissement de la 


a 8 
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Armies 5. 


‘Ala fin de chaque semestro, c'est-i-dire le 1* (14) juillet et 1" janvier, la Banque 
a'Pscompte mettra, A la disposition du Gouvernement, persan, Vexcédent. des recettes 
douanidres, verséee th ladite banque, en garantio des paiements spécifiés & Varticle 4 de 
la présente convention. 

Arrioue 6. 


Chaquo fois que les revenus douaniers déposée dans le cours d’un semestre ne 
aufiront pas & couvrir tous les paiementa prévus & Varticle 4 ci-dessus, le Gouverne- 
ent persan sera tenu de parfaire Ia somme, angmentée des intéréts & 7 pour cent par 
tn, au moyen autres ressources, dans un délai de six mois. Si, apr’s ce délai, le 
Aslcit n'est pas comblé, Ia Banque d'Escompte sera en droit d'exiger que les revenus 
fe la monnale goient mis A sa disposition intégralement,jusqu’au remboursement des 
grriérds et des intéréts do coux-ci caleulés sur Ia base de 7 pour cent annuels. Tl-va de 
tat qu’a cet effet le Gouvornement persan tiendra les revenus de la monnaie libres de 
toutes charges & partir du 1* (14) janvier, 1012. 


Anricte 7. 


‘A Yoxpiration de chaque, mois, la Banque d’Escompte présentera au Gouverne- 
ment persan an rélové des paiements effectués par l’Administration des Douanes ainsi 
‘qu'un extrait di compte-courant mentionné & V'article 9 de la présente convention. 


Anmioze 8. 


Le Gouvernement persan conserve le droit damortir on totalité Ia dette consolidée 
avant 'échéance du terme fixé & article 1* dela présente convention. Le rembourse- 
sent de la dette ne pourra toutefois av.ir lien qu’ Vexpiration d'une année révolue, 
‘Crostaedixo lo 1* (14) juillet, et moyennant un préavis de deux mois. 


Amarone 9. 


Les rovenus deg donanes veraés & la Banquo d’Escompte y restent en dépot, 
jusquan moment od ils auront atteint le montant des obligations gemostrielles prévues 
se Tittoras (a) ot (b) de Varticle 4 Yexcédont sera porté au orédit du Gouvernement 
persan dans un compte-courant ouvert spécialement A cet offet et produira un intérét 
fe 7 pour cont par an, & partir do la date des encaissements. 


1n cas d'amortissement total de la dette consolidée, co compte-courant sera 
cléturé. 


Annet 10. 


Bn cas de contestations au sujet de l'interprétation des clauses de la présente 
convention, lo texte frangais fera foi. 


Axmicte 11, 


La présonte convention est faite en double et ent exemption de tout droit de timbre 
rrusgo ott person ‘ 
Lo Ministre des Finances, 


(LS) SANLED-DOWLEH. 
Te Gérant de Ia Banque d’Escompte de Perse, 
P, COURTIN. 


(LS. du Ministire des Affaires Etrangires de 
Porse,) 
Lo Ministre de Russie, 
POKLEWSKI-KOZIELL. 


‘No. 234. Vu pour la législation matérielle du présent document, 
(LS. de ls Légation Impériale.) 


Téhéran, le 31 décombre, 1910 (¥.8.). 
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5179] No, 191. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 


» Tehran, January 23, 1911, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
eousiil at Kerman on the subject of the jresent condition of the provinces of Kerman 
and Byluchistan. 

The seriousness of the situation eanuot be denied, but the arrival of the new 
Governir-General, the Jalal-ed-Dowlch, may very possibly have a beneficial result, My 
Foownt tafanantin fa Gia eflce tne ba Uae arrtted at Weed. 

Thave, ke. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No. 191, 
Consul Haig to Sir G, Barclay, 


(No. 23.) 
Si Kerman, December 14, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour of addressing rou on the subject of the condition of the 
provinces of Kerman and Baluchistan, with a view to its being brought to tho notie of 
the Persian Government, should such a course commend itself to you. 

2. T briefly doseribed the condition of Persian Baluchistan in paragraph 8 of my 
despatch No. 16, dated the 3rd October, 1910. It is not too, much to say that: that 
provinee is, and has for some time past ben, independent, ‘This would be @ matter of 
small importance, except tv the Persian Government, if the Baluchis would sottle down 
peaceably within their own borders, but this they show no disposition to do, and they 
repeatedly raid the Kerman province, robbing and murdering not, only travellers, who 
must expect in these days of anarchy to ran risks, but algo pewcoful villages, Fiven if 
the Persian Government acknowledged the independence of Baluchistan, which it is not 
Tikely to do, it would still be responsible for lives and property of its subjects in the 
province of Kerman, 

3, As regards Kerman iteelf, the distriots of Jiruft and Rudbar seem to be inclined 
to follow the example of their neighbours in Baluchistan. ‘The Deputy Governor of 
Siraft was murdered considerably more than a month ago, and the murderers axe atill 
at large, and the Governor of Jiruft and Rudbar now reports that. he will be unable to 
collect any revenue unless reinforcements are sont to him. ‘The condition of the rest of 
the province is far more deplorable than that of Baluchistan, for the Baluobis can 
protect themselves, while the Kermanis are not only unable: to defend themselves, but 
can expect no protection from a feeble Government. On the north and east tho 
province is subject to the depredations of the Baluchis, and on the south and west to 
those of robbers from Fars, and there is no foree fit to oppose these brigands, 
recapitulation of the various raids reported from time to time in the weekly news from 
Kerman would be tedious, but within the last month or two the Hindus have been 
robbed, between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, of property worth 16,000 tomans, and 
Hee or ax posta have been robbed and destroyed. bobween Kerman and Tehran. Thavo 
received no post from Tohran since the 28rd November, and for more than a fortnight 
past the road between Kerman and Yezd has been entirely closed to trafio, the Shims 
stage, which consists only of a caravanserai and a post-house, having been held by a 
strong force of robbers, who not only rob travellers, but have been raiding the country 
nearly as far as the north-western boundary of Kerman in the one direotion ands far as 
the neighbourhood of Bahramabad in the other. M. Petrofi, Intely acting Russian consul 
at Kerman, who left the town considerably more than a month ago, was robbed before 
he had travelled three stages, and was never able to proceed beyond Anar, six stages 
from Kerman. Within the last few days he has been compelled to retire fo Bayaz, as 
the robbers holding Shims have begun to raid Anar, Baluchis or Sistanis ate once 
more active between Bam and Kashit, and I have recent reports of robbery and murder 
committed by them. In addition to all this, we may shortly expect recrudescence of 
activity on the part of Afghan traders in arma, ‘The Acting Governor, Sandar-i-Nusrat, 
is full live to his responsi, but i trl unable to cop, with the situation. ‘To 
‘two demands recently made by me for satisfaction for the robbery of the property of 
Rritish subjects in the direction of Shims he has roplied that the local Government of 
Fars is respousible, as the robbers now holding Shims belong to that provinos—a 
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sufficiently candid confession of his, inability to maintain order, As to the quality of 
the troops available for the suppression of theso disorders, I would refer to Kerman news 
for the week ending the 10th November, 1910, I have since been informed, on very 
good authority, that the force which marched against the four Afvhan assafcstids 
‘ ‘ptharers numbered fifty, not twenty, as reported by me, under the command of 
‘azir-ul-Mamalile of Bam, who enjoys a reputation for courge and determination, Yet 
this foree feared to attack the four Afghans, and withdrew on w flimsy pretext, allowing 
them to escape. 

4. Lhave not yet heard of the departure from ‘Tehran of Jalal-ed-Dowleh, recently 
appointed Governor-General of Kerman and Baluchistan, and do not even know whether 
ho still intends to take up his appointment, though the establishment of a strong 
Government in these provinces is a matter of the most pressing necessity, In conclusion, 
Twould add, if it, be not out of place for me to do so, that, even if we had no interests 
to safeguard in this country, common humanity would justify the adoption by us of the 
atrongest measures for the restoration of order, and I believe that thet adoption 
would be welcomed by the majority of the inhabitant, 

Tam, &o. 
‘T. W. HAIG, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


(5180) No. 192, 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 
Very Confidential.) 
Tehran, January 


IN the concluding paragraph of my despatch No. 165, Very Confide: 
Srd Soptembor Inst, I stated that I should have the honour of addressing : 
after receiving from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushite further information on the 
subject of tho rumoured disturbances at tho fields of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
Inst spring, 

now have the honour to transmit Colonel Cox's despatch, which has just reached 
me, and which explains the genesis of the trouble. 

Tentirely share his opinion of the undesirability of again raising tho matter by 
referring it to the directors of the company in London, the more so now that I learn 
that Mr. Greenway himself has arrived at Mohammerah, and will thus be in a position 
to tmdertake any enquiry which he may desire to take on this and kindred matters. 

Tn these circumstances I venture to hope that no further action may be taken in 
the mattor and no communication made to the company. 

Tha 


ve, &o. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 192. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 92, Confidential.) 
ir, Bushire, December 17, 1910. 
LHAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence ending with your despatch 
No, 165, dated tho 3rd September, 1910, to His Majesty's Foreign Office, in connection 
with the affairs of the Anglo-Persian Oil! Company 
Lattach a copy of Lieutenant Wilson's demioflicial report of the 28th April, on 
which my telegram No. 119, dated the 30th April, to Mr. Marling, was based, together 
with copies of a letter and enclosure from His Majesty's acting consul at Mohammerab. 
‘The latter also communicated the information officially to His Majesty’s Lega 
in his weekly news sheet at the time, and it was included in legation neirs summary 
for the period ending 15th July to the Foreign Office, under head “ Mohammerah.” 
‘The action taken on my telegram by Mr. Marling in any case bad a very salutary 
effect, and your Hxeollency wil, { trust, understend my disinelination to rake up the 
matter months afterwards in order to satisfy the curiosity of the directors of the oil 
company, a course which simply would have served to stimulate the discord which 
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unfortunately prevailed recently among the employés of the company on the spot, and 
of which ono of tho efets i to throw extra work upon our local oficers ee 
ave, 
P. Z. COX, Lieutonant-Colonel, 
British Resident in the Porsian Gulf, and His 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-General for Fare, &o, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 192. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Lieutenant-Colonel Cox. 


‘My dear Colonel Cox, Mohammerah, April 28, 1910, 

TAM informed confidentially by Lynch's agent here that plague has broken out 
among the dhobis in Bussorah, and that measures of quarantine are contemplated. 
‘The authorities aro, however, keeping it dark for the present. 

Ritchie, the pipe-line contractor of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, tells mo that 
the company have had to close down their works almost entirely, a8 the Bakhtiari 
guards have so annoyed and fleeced the company’s native servants that the latter have 
struck, He is very pessimistic, and seems to think that nothing but the return of tho 
{oops can possibly restore order. But a foreo of fifty men would be the minimum 

fo now. 

Ranking is in Dizful, I understand, and not aware of what has happened, so I tell 
you as the facts may be of importance. wags 

‘ours, 0, 


A. T. WILSON, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 192, 
Lieutenant Wilson to Lieutenant-Colonel Coz, 


Mohammerah, December 8, 1910. 

IN compliance with your endorsement of the Gth, [have the honour to forward a 
memorandum on the subject of the report made to you demi-officially, in April lost, 
that disturbances bad broken out on the oilfields, asa consequence of which the oil 
company had been obliged practically to close down their works, 


Thavo, &e. 
A. 'T, WILSON, Lieutenant, L.A. 
‘Acting Consul, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 192. 


Memorandum on the Cireumstanees which gave rise to Lieutenant Wileon’s domi-offcial 
letter of the 28th April, 1910, reporting that Disturbances had occurred at the 
Oil-fields. 


MR. CHAS. RITCHIE, who gave me tho information contained in my above 
quoted demi-offiial letter, is pipe-line contractor to the oil company, and actually 
employs » good many more men than the company atthe pregent moment 

Ho spoke from actual experiancs of what ho had seen, aud in confideavo tome, I 
would therefore ask that the source of my information should not be in any way 
divulged to the company should it be found necessary to address a further 
‘communication to them on the subject. 

‘The facts which gave rise to the report are set forth substantially correctly by tho 
managing agents in their letter to the board, an extract of which was forwarded, under 
Foreign Office despatch No. 107 of the 4th July, 1910, to Mr. Marling. 

‘Micy etate thet thirty-nine Kurde struck work, My information i that about forty 
struck, and the Kurds themselves told me that they all struck except one. ‘They form tho 
only source of indigenous skilled labour at the disposal of the company, and it will be 
noted that the managing agents admit that in consequence of their defection one rig 
and the workshop stopped work. Sinea the works at that time consisted of one 
workshop and two rigs, of which one rig was, I am given to understand, not working, 
Ty stdtemast that thoy had! kad prsothoally (o close dow it epprosimatsly”corect 

ie Kurds were absent fora week, andthe sesistant manage, who was in charge a 
(1768) 
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the time, told me confidentially during the course of my recent investigation into 
various matters at the oil-fields, that had they not returned, he had no doubt that the 
European staff would have followed their example. It should be explained that not 
only did the Kurds strike, but they left camp and proceeded to the Karun, 53 miles 
distant, in order to take the steamer to Mohammerah, and were only prevented from 
carrying out their design by Mr. Reynolds, who happened to be on board and induced 
them to return by promising to remove their grievances, 

‘Phe managing agents were not officially advised of the incident, but they should 
have been, As it reflected unfavourably on. the policy adopted by Mr. Reynolds, as 
will be apparent from the managing agents’ letter quoted above, the former did not 
mention the incident at all, and the managing agents attempted afterwards to make 
light of it becauso they did not like it to appear that such things could happen without 
their cognisance, or that they had not complete control over what was being dune in 
the camps. 

Thave every reason to believe that the statements on which I based tay report 
wore correct, and I was informed on the occasion of my visit to the oilfields that the 
telegram which the Sardar Assad sent to the khans as a result of Mr. Marling’s 
represontations had an excellent effect, as it reached the junior khans when they were 
actually at the oil-fields, and induced them to give very strict orders to the guards, in 
conformity with the Sardar's orders. 

WILSON, Lieutenant, [A 


Acting Consul. 


























At 













(6181) No. 193. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 13) 





(No. 6.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 23, 1911. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 491 of the 27th November last, reporting that 
the contract between the Persian Government and Messis. Strick for the sale of 
30,000 tons of Hormuz, red oxide had been signed on the 26th November, I have the 
honour to transmit herowith copy of tho contract in question. 

Te will be noticed that under article 12 of this contract, Messrs. Striel 
are to receive gratis 1,000 tons of oxide in return for their assuming full res; 
for any lnwful claim Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. or Messrs. Ellinger and Co, may 
have on the Persian Government or the Muin-ut iron a nt of the existing 
contract between the latter and Messrs, Weir and Co. 


















i 





Thave, &e, 





BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No, 193. 


Contract between the Persian Government and Messra. Strick and Co. 





AN agreement entered into between the Ministry of Public Works of the Persian 
Government hereinafter called “the sellers” of the first part, und Messrs, Frank 
©. Strick and Co,, Limited, hereinafter ealled the “ buyers” of the second part, whereby 
it is agroed as follows -— 








1, Tho sellers agree to sell and the buyers agree to buy 30,000 tons of Hormuz 
red oxide of the usual quality red oxide hitherto mined and shipped from Hormus 
Inland to London and otfer United Kingdom porta at tho price of WOs. per ton fee oe 
board steamer at Hormuz. ‘The buyers shall express to the sellers their approval or 
disapproval of the oxide within sisteon days of the completion of delivery at final port 
of discharge of each parcel, If the quality of any parcel is found to be inferior, sellers 
shall make buyers such an allowance as may be mutually agreed or otherwise as may 
be determined by arbitration in Lona. Samples shall be taken by the dock wharf or 
other official sampler for the purposes ot arbitration. 

2, Tho term of this agreement is for a period of five years from the 21st day of 
March, 1910, to the 20th March, 1915. 

5. The 30,000 tons red oxide to be delivered and shipped daring the term of this 
contract at the rate of 6,000 tons yearly, the buyers to Mave the ootion of aby 
more but not leas than 6,000 tons in any one year until the whole’ 90,000 tons ghall 
have been delivered. 
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4. The buyers having paid to the sellers the sum of 15,0001. on account of the 
total sums expecterl to become due to the sellers under this agreement, it is hereby 
agreed that such 15,0001, represents an advance of 10s. per ton on the 30,000 tons 
hereby bought and sold, and the buyers agree to pay the balance of the pchie price 
‘at the rate of 80s. per ton shipped on steamers nominated by them, such payments to 
Hemude cusitot delivery of the cscbipta of thocerpodtiva mates to the authored’ 
agents of the buyers for the time being at Tehran, 

5. The buyers, when they wish to. take delivery of any oxide, undertake to ive 
the sellers fifteen ‘days’ notice, in writing or by telegraph, before the arrival of the 
steamer, and to name the day of its arrival and give the nume of the steamer, 

6. Should the vessel not arrive at Hormuz within three days of the date nominat d, 
the buyers shall pay to the sellers GU. per day after the date nominated to cover the 
Sore or tos malntetanaloF lies ati Haman Uncle val Geatst au neh oe 
until the buyers advise the sellers that they are prevented from sending their ste mer 
to load. 

7. In the event of a steamer being ready at the Isle of Hormuz to tike delivery 
of red oxide, due notice of arrival having been given according to article 5 of this 
agreement, and if the sellers shall have been the causo of any delay in the londiug, wv 
tthe expiration of ten days on demurrage steamer may sail whether she has loaded’ the 
full quantity or not for which notice has been given, the sellers paying dend-freight at 
the rate of 15s. per ton on the qnantity short delivered to the steamer by reason of iho 
above-mentioned delay, 

Tie provisions of this claves hell not be held to fake! effet reaposting quantities 
short delivered to the steamer from incorrect weighing, and the time (provided it be 
not less than twenty-four hours) during which sellers shall have been prevented from 
delivering oxide by reason of causes over which they have no control, such as storms, 
earthquakes, insurrections, and other natural and political convulsions, &e., shall not he 
caleulated as part of the ten days on demurrage, 

8. The weight of cach shipment to be ascertained as customary at final port, and 
official certificate of weight furnished by dock company, railway company, public 
‘wbarfinger, or official weigher 0 be accopted aa final by the callers, ‘The eellem ond 
the buyers shall bear in equal proportion the actunl cost of ascertaining the weight. 

9, In the event of any moneys becoming due in respect of inferior quality, short 
shipment, or delay in delivery eatised by tho sellers, tho sellars shall pay tho amount of 
such moneys to the buyers’ authorised agent for the time being at Tehran, 

10. ‘The sellers undertake that during the period of this contruct no oxide mined 
‘on the Island of Hormuz other than the oxide hereby bought and sold shall be offered 
for sale, sold, shipped, delivered, or transferred to any person or persons whntsowver, 
But the sellers shall have the right. to soll oxide at any time for delivery after tho 
expiration of this contrast provide the buyers havo pre-emption, 

11. In the event of Hormuz or any of the adjacent. ports or places being deel red 
at any time to be infected or in the event of quarantine ee imposed, the xellers and 
the buyers respectively shall be relieved during such time from any obligation hereunder 
that they may be prevented from performing by reason thereof, and for all purposes 
of calculation and time and otherwise under thi contract, such period shall be treated 
as a period during which the contract shall be suspended and as if such period had uot 
existed. 



































buyers undertake fll respon 





‘Pujjar, so that neither the sellers nor the Muin-ut-Tujjar shall be put to any loss on 
this account, 

13. In the event of any dispute arising under this contract, it shall be referred to 
two arbitrators in England, in accordance with the provisions of “The Arbitration A t, 
1889,” provided that any umpire appointed under the provisions of that Act shall be 
some person engaged in commercial business, ‘The arbitrators or tumpire may accept 
such evidence as they or he may think fit. 

(For Frank ©, Strick and Co,, Limited), 
DAVID BROWN, Agent. 


(Seal of Ministry of Public Works.) 





‘Tehran, November 17, 1910. 
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No. 194, 





[5182] 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 


Tehran, January 23, 1911. 
SINCE writing my despatch No. 287 of the 27th December last, I have received 
reports of two or three trifling robberies on the Bushire-Ispahan road, but they did not 
seem of sufficient importance to warrant my reporting them by telegraph. ‘There has 
certainly been a diminution of disorders on the road and caravans are passing along it. 
According to a telegram from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz received this 
morning, “the road is deep under phenomenal snow and robberies are now unlikely.” 
Mr. Smart adds “Caravans accumulate fitfully and proceed with special guards, the 
post a ig every two or three weeks,” 

There is not much progress to report in the development of the measures which 
the Persian Government stated in their note of the 28th December that they were 
taking for the re-establishment, of security on the road, Soulet-ed-Dowleh appears to 
havo insufficient control over his tribesmen to encourage any confident hope that he will 
be able to cope with any recrudescence of disorders in the spring, 

‘Niam-es-Sultanch has not yet got beyond Bushire on his way to his post, and no 
troops have yet left Ispahan for Shiraz, though T understand that the 700 men and 
8 guns sent from ‘Tehran have reached Ispahan, and have been joined by some $00 more 
ordered to Shiraz. 

‘The Tmporial Bank's loan, on which the efficacy of the Persian Governt 
measures for the policing of the road so much depends, is like all else in Government life 
in Tehran, hanging fire pending the arrival of the Regent, Nazr-ul-Mulk, who left Vienna 
‘on the 17th instant, and has now reached Baku. No progress has been made in the 
work of the commissioners appointed to study the apportionment of the proceeds of the 
loan amongst tho. difforent Ministries, and to claborate a system of control, though 
instructions, of which T enclose a copy, have been issued for its working. 

General Maletta, the foreign officer referred to in the Persian Government's note of 



























Thad urged 
ral Maletta’s work in every way. His Excellene: 
told me that a sum of 80,000 tomans had been remitted to the Imperial Bank’s branch 
‘at Shiraz towards the expenses of the proposed force, and he assured me that no part of 
this anoney. would bo! spent without General) Maletti’s eonssuh I conveyed these 
Assurances to General Meletta, ‘The general promised to keep in the closest touch with 
His Majesty's consulate at Shiraz. 

T begged him to inform the consulate at once if he was in any way obstructed by 
the local iwuthorities in the execution of his duties, and promised that any complaints 
that he had to make on this score would receive my immediate attention, 

T should mention that T was favourably impressed by General Maletta, who 
seemed to have proper realisation of the importance and opportunities of his mission, 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 








tho importance of facilita 




















iting the above T learn that 2,000 troops, with three 
wud also that Nizam-es-Sultanch has started on his 
T also learn that Generel Maletta leaves Tehran 
and’ that he has now received adequate instructions, 
T regret that, as the messenger is on the point of leaving, I have no time to recast 
amy despite, although the poset i great menmure balls ie contents, 
: . B, 






guns, have left Ispahan fi 
onward journey from Bus! 
to-n 
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Enclosure in No, 194. 
Instructions issued to Commissioners. 


A LOCCASION du projet d'un emprunt de conversion de 1,250,001, dépoas récem- 
ment dla Chambre des Députés par le Gouvernement, le réle de la commission consistera, 
pour ce qui concerne les sommes qui resteront éventuellement disponibles aprds les 
opérations de ladits conversion, et dont le Gouvernement aura fixé Yusnge d'une manigre 
générale :— 


(a) L%6tude et Vélaboration des détails de Vemploi de Iadite some, d'aprds un 
projet quielle soumettra au Gouvernement. 

(@.) La recherche, dans un systime de contrdle A eréer, des mesures propre’ 
empécher tout détournement et tout gaspillage desdits orédits, 


Il va de soi que si le contréle des fonds provenant du nouvel emprunt doit 
entrainer, dans Vintérét du Gouvernement, le contrdle d'autres revenus et dépenses, In 
commission ne manquera pas d'adresser sans retard au. Gouvernement telles propositions 
quelle jugera utiles, 
2. Le Ministre des Finances présidera les séances de la commission sans avoir voi 
Adlibérative, 
Il sera assisté de deux secrétaires choisis parmi les membres. 
En cas d'absence, le président se fera remplacer par le vice-président, égaloment 
choisi parmi les membres de la commission, 
3, La commission correspondra officiellement, avec le Président du Conseil et tous 
les Ministres par l'entremise a Ministdre des Finances. 
Ses lettres sont signées par le président ou le vieo-président, ot contre-signées par 
les deux seerétaires. 
4, La commission ne pourra délibérer que si les deux tiers des membres au moins 
sont présents, 
votes auront lien par assis jet: Jevé, ou par l'appel nominal, si trois membros au 
moins le réclament. 
5. La commission est composée de quinze membres, y compris lo Ministre des 
Finanees. 
dehors de ceux-ci, personne, exeepté les Ministres ou leurs reprdsentants les Sous 
es d'Etat, ne pourra assister aux adances de la commission, 
Toutefois, si la Commission des Finances du Medjlis désirait communiquer 
directement avec 1a Commission spéciale, elle pourra tovjours le faire aveo Vassentiment 
préalable du Ministre des Finances. 
6, La commission est autorisée A consulter et & convoquer, par Ventremise du 
tire des Finances, tout fonctionnaire ou tout autre personne dont ln compétence 
particulidre pourrait étre utile & ses travaux. 


Le 19 moharrem, 1320 (21 janvier, 1911). 























[5183] No. 195. 
(eg 570: Baretay to Sir Baoard Grey —(Ressved Pebruary 18) 
Sir, Tehran, January 24, 1911, 





I HAVE the honour to report that, Nasr-ul-Mulk landed at Enzoli yesterday. 
As soon as it was definitely known that Nast-ul-Mulke had at last made up his 
mind to return to Persia, the Prime Minister, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, gave out that his 
Ministry was resolved to resign as soon as Nasr-ul-Mulk was installed as Regent, and 
Sardar Assad has since then desisted from his attempts to upset the Cabinet. 

Meansshile, the principal reason given me by Sardar Assad for wishing the downfall 
of the Cabinet, viz., the need of better relations with Russia, has lost some of its 
urgency. Even before Hussein Kuli Khan's resignation there were some indications of 
a détente in the relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the Russian Minister, 
and this détente has become more pronounced since the appointment of Mohtashem-os- 
Saltanch. Since Mohtashem-es-Saltanch assumed office, not only has the arrangement 
for the consolidation of the Persian Government's debt to the Russian Bank been 
concluded, but certain Russian claims, notably that on account of the altack on 
M. Passek, have been settled. 

it 3 2L 
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Ttis true that, notwithstanding the less Russophobe attitude of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Sardar Assad still has strong objections to the present Cabinet. He 





dislikes Ain-ed-Dowleh, the Minister of Interior, and Farman Farma, the Minister of 
War, the latter of whom he suspects of intriguing to bring back the ex-Shah, but he 
‘knows that Nasr-ul-Mulk will be against the inclusion in the Government of these two 
Tepresentatives of the old régime, and is content to wait. 


Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(6184) No. 196. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Gi 






~(Reeeived February 13.) 


(No. 9.) 


Sir, Tehran, January 24, 1911. 
L HAVE the honour to enclose herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia during the past four weeks, 


T have, &e, 





+ BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No, 196, 


Summary of Boents in Persia for four weeks ending January 24, 1911. 





chran, 


‘THE ogreement between the Persian Government and the Russian Bank 
consolidating the floating debt. of about: 1,200,000, was signed on the 13th January, 
Tnterest is reduced to 7 per cent., and the contract provides for the repayment of the 
debe in Gftoun years by ball-yearly:paymonta of intoreat and sinking: hind amount rf 
foubout 120,000 s-yeat: Piaed olatges on the northern custome x ting to some 
100,001, a-your, including the ex-Shah’s pension, are provided for in the contract, 
‘The guaranteo is the same as that for the Russian loans of 1900 and 1902, and in 
case of insufficiency the mint revenues are earmarked as well. Tho arrangement is 
retrospective dating back to the Ist July (14th) 1910, and is in every way advantageous 
to the Persian Government. 

Mohtashem-es-Sultanch was appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 
rd January, 

Ain-ed-Dowleh, the Minister of the Inte 

‘Tho Premier has announced his intentis 
of his Cabinet as soon as the Regent a 
































resigned on the 22nd January. 
of handing in his resignation and that 
es at Tehran, 











The Medjt 

On the Sat December, the Acting Foreign Minister, was questioned regarding the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company's affairs, “Tt was stated that the company did not. employ 
Persian labourers, had constructed a light railway and telephone line without permission, 
and had aequited the ownership of the Island of Abbidan, Various other alle 
were made regarding supposed British activity in the Islands of Abu Musa and Si 
‘ho representative of the Foreign Office gave thie usual evasive replies. 

‘Tho Minister of the Interior was questioned at the same sitting 
return to Persia of the notorious Rahim Khan who had taken refuge 
answered that Rahim Kha 
permission to reside at Tabrees, 

‘At the sitting of the dnd January, the renewal of Mr. Molitor’s contract for three 
years at n salary of 25,100 fr. per annum, was approved. 

Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh, the new Foreign Minister, was introduced in that capacity 
by the Premier, 

‘The proposed loan from the Imperial Bank was referred to the financial committeo 
of the House, 

In answer to an interpellation the new Foreign Minister stated that the Government 
intended to organise a force of gendarmerie in Fars under the command of forei 
ollicers. For this purpose the Italian Government had been applied to, but had not 
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seen their way to meet the wishes of the Persian Goverment. The Swedish Govern- 
ment were then applied to aud a telegram had been received from the Persian Minister 


in Paris giving the conditions upon which the Swedish Government were willing to 
S stter has been put before the Foreign Affairs 





supply the oficers in-question The 
Committee of the House. He concluded by declaring that the Government were 
determined to restore order and seourity in 

At the sitting of the ‘th Januar, an attempt was made to bring on a vote of 
censure aguinst the Cabinet, but the motion to discuss the subject of the Government's 
shortcomings and the alleged unpopularity of tle Medjliss, was rejected by the 
aetitr haiMautaee eo beneae ing roo, however, deputed Suni-eds 
Dowleh to ask the House, in view of what hai occurred, to vote definitely for or 
against the continuance in office of Mustaufi-ul-Maalek’s Cabinet, Soni-ed-Dowleh 
stated that if the Cabinet were dissolved the \egent could be asked by telegraph to 
appoint a new Premier. ‘The speeches which followed revealed a yreat deal of party. 
and personal prejudice, and it was hinted that the ex-Shab's intrigues were favoured 
by certain high officials. Eventually Sani-ed-D. wleh left the hall without any decision 
having been reached, 

ithe House did not et again tll the 17¢h Jamvary, on account of the “ Mohanrem ” 
mourning. A written request of ten deputies was then read for the formation of @ 
couimittee of the House to enquire with the Ministers into Arabistan affairs, ‘This 
move is probably connected with the suspicions eutertained towards the Sheikh of 
Mohammera, 

On the 21st January one of the five priests elected in accordance with article 2 of 
the Constitution of 1907 to “reject Bills contrary to the sucted precepts of Islam,” 
entered a vigorous protest against a proposed Bill introducing @ new tax on opi 

At the sitting of the 24th January the Minister of War submitted « project for 
collecting conscripts from among the tribes, He said that by taking ono man from 
every thirty families, at least 10,000 fighting men could be raised. The matter was 
referred to a com: 

Nasir-ul-Mul 





































ed at Enzeli on eats J 





tun 


P. CHURCHILL, Ovientad Secretary. 





Tabreez. 





has prevailed, An agitation against. the Governor-General was begun, but 
an attempt to find support for it from Tehran having failed, it collapsed, 














Moshed. 
Sahib-i-Ikhtiar, the new Governor-General, arrived on the 21st December. He is 
said to be heavily in debt and most corrupt. He has, however, promised to be guided 








by the two consulates, which are, since M. Gregoriev's assumption of office, acting in tho 
closoat co-operation. The\ gefersl ata of te provinee is much as it was, though the 
main road to Tehran is reported fairly safe. ‘The trouble at Daragaz hay been got over 
by the appointment of Masud Kkan as governor, ‘This man was the prime’ cause 
of the disturbances, and the rebels demanded that he should be made governor, 
A force of fifty Russian Cossacks with a machine-gun detachment of two guns and 
twenty-five men arrived at Kuchan early in January. Apparently 140 more Russian 
Cossacks have been posted on the Russian frontier, Mohammed “Ali, Nishapuri, was 
surrounded in a fort near Tabbas, but, though wounded, escaped. He will probabl 
join Naib Hussein, Kashi, who is moving towards Tabbas from the direction of Yeed. 
‘A boycott of Russian goods began in Meshed early in January. 





Seistan, 


1. Baron Tcherkasoff, the Russian consul, arrived on the Sth December. 

2. Major MeConaghey handed over charge of the consulate to Major O'Connor, 
then at Bixjand, by telegraph on the 20th December, and left Seistan on the 2ath, 
Major O'Connor arrived at Seistan on the 5th January. 

8. Major McConaghey reports that the Afghans are watching the situation in 
South-Kastorn Persin eloscly. ‘Pho Baluchia in the weighbourhood of Beistan have lately 
carried out several successful raids without incurring punishment at the hands of the 
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) Persian Government, ‘The Afghans argue that if the Persians cannot hold these 
provinces, they, the Afghans, being superior to Baluchis, might well take them over. 

4. ‘Two thousand eight hundred and seventy-two cases were treated and seventy 
‘operations performed in the consulate hospital during November. Major McConaghey 
reports that the hospital is a boon not only to Persians but to Afyhans, who come even 
from Herat for treatment. Both Persian and Afhan officials have expressed to him 
their gratitude for the work done by the hospital, in which over 500 operations were 
performed during 1910, Major MeConaghey has been particularly struck by the good 
intluence politically gained in Seistan by medical work, and urges the retention of an 
officer of the Indian medical service at Seistan. 

5. On the Uth January ten Afghans with twenty-eight camels loaded with arms 
and ammunition captured two men, one of whom was a telegraph scout, near Baluch-ab, 
but released them on being persuaded that they were ordinary travellers, ‘The party 

hud come vit Bazman and Galugeh, Another party of ninety men was said to be 
moving south through the Muzarab hills. 





Tepahan. 


1. Quiet has prevailed in the town and the province, ‘The roads are all reported 
‘on the whole gato, but the material condition of the Yezd and Ahwaz roads is said to bo 
very bad, ‘Three robberies, however, have occurred recently, two on the Ahwaz and one 
‘on the Tehran road, In two eases the post was robbed, and in the third a caravan 
belonging to Messrs, Lynch. ‘These robberies are believed to be the work of malcontent 
Bakhtiaris, Barly in January a wumber of these Bakhtiaris gathered at Dahku, w 
the avowed intention of attacking Ispahan, but began to disperse on the 8th Janta 
Burda Molteahm id Sardant Babatlur, Bastions atived at opaban on the 19th 
January, and lott for the Bakhtiari country on the 22nd. Since the Ist January troops 
for Fars have arrived at Ispahan from Tehran and Hamadan, and the Jejali regiment, 
garrison at Ispahan, has also been ordered to Furs, 

2, M, Petroff, formorly Russian consul at Kerman, arrived on the 18th January 
from Youd, 























Yead. 


Zaigham-ed-Dowleh, Kashgai, the new governor, arrived early in Decembe 
has taken over charge of the policing of the roads. He hns o far displayed no ex 
in’ the adiainistention of the proviceo, bub is sald to be awaiting the arrival of 200 
horsemen, whom he has requested the Kawamis to send him from Fars. During 

mbor the Kerinan road was almost entirely blocked. A party of 400 Fars robbers 
1a building at Shams and, making it their head-quartors, pillaged the district. 
M, Petroff, lately Russian consul at Kerman, was delayed for a long time at Anar, 
but reached Yerd safely eecorted by a targe number of road guards on the Bist 
December. 















Kermanshah, 


1, The Turkish consul recently sent a confidential agent to Daoud Khan, Kalhur, 
to promise him his support, in retaining the governorship of Kasr-i-Shirin, Samsam-ul- 
Mamalok, Sinjabi, during his long tenure of that office, rejected all overtures fom the 
‘Durks, 

2, The Turkish authorities at Khanikin have expelled from that place the agent 
and.carts of Arbab Ali Asker, Persian post and carigge contractor, who is a Russian 
subject, ‘They have retired to Kasr-i-Shirin, 














Kerman, 






1, Jolal-ed-Dowleh, the new governor, arr 
2, During Deceraber, there were 105 cases of cholera and 50 deaths in Kerman, 
By the end of the isease had disappeared 
3, The roads in the province continued unsafe during December. 


ed on the 21st January from Tehran. 








Shiraz, 
December interest centred in the condition of the Kazerun road to Bushire. 
Qn the sth December « earavan was attacked at Sinch Sold by fiteen robbers, 
Kashgais and Mamasennis, and thirteen mules, four donkeys, and ten loads were carried 
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off, An escort with the caravan, consisting of thirty gunners with one field gun and 
thirty-six mounted men, fled at the first shot. One muleteer was severely wounded. 
A force of 800 mounted men with one gun was subsequently sent to recover the 
plundered property. Exceptionally early and heavy snow has since guarded the road 
and caravans continue to pass up and down. It appears that Soulet-ed-Dowleh no 








Ton has much influence in his own tribe. He has not endeavoured to police the road 
with his own men, but has employed local riflemen, Meanwhile Mohammad Ali Khan, 
Kashguli, who is suspected of aiming at the chiefiainship of the tribe, is said to. bo 





instigating robberies on the road. Soulet-ed-Dowleh has been endeavouring to effect a 
reconciliation with his brother, Soulet-es-Saltanch, and with Mohammad Ali Khan, 
Kashguli, The latter enjoys great influence among the Lurs of Western Furs. He 
recently forcibly released’ two Farsimadan chiefs, whom Soulet-ed-Dowleh had 
imprisoned on account of the damago done to the telegraph lines last October by 
Kashgais. Mr. Christmas recently met, Soulet-ed-Dowleh and other Kashgai chiefs at 
Kazerun, Soule-ed-Dowlch frankly admitted that he could no longer keep tho chefs 
faithful except by flattery. He added that they paid no attention to him as the 
continually expected that Zaigham-ed-Dowleh would be appointed Ikhani, It is 
doubtful whether Soulet-ed-Dowleh ean sueceed in reasserting his lost supremacy 
without the support of the Government, Heist present at Bushire where ho hus gond 
to met the new governor, Nizum-es-Saltanch, ‘The Ipahan roed has been disturbed by 
small bands of robbers. On the 8th December, a small caravan, carrying stores to 
Dehbid for the Indo-European Telegraph Department was robbed near Dehbid, On the 
18th December the post was robbed near Sivend by Koutshouis, and. at about tho same 
time a caravan of 150 donkeys bringing to Shiraz the produce of Mervdasht was robbed 
2 miles north of Shins, Later two more posta were robbed, near Khnnel,Kergan aud 
Siven respectively. Latest reports state that the country is deep under snow, which 
makes robberies unlikely. ‘The Kazerun road is suid to'be normal, while the Tapahan 
road is hardly being used at all. 











Penstan Gui, 


Bushire. 


SouletelDowleh, accompanied by 400 Kashgais, arrived ab Bushire on the 
29th December, 1910.’ The Khang of Daliki and Borasjun also arrived with 175 men, 
and Darya Beggi brought in 800 Tangestani and Angali tribesmen, It was reported 
that Zair Khadder, chief of the Dashtis, had forméd an alliance with the chiefa of 
Angali and Chakutai to resist by force if necessary any attempt of Soulet-ed-Dowleh 
to interfere in their local affairs. As there appeared to be some likelihood of trouble 

Colonel Cox, who was at Debai, instructed Captain Birdwood to interview 
‘gui and Soulet-ed-Dowleh separately, to point out the danger of the assembly 
of so many atmed tribesmen in Bushire and to inform them that on the first. signs of 
disorder involving danger to Europeans the same steps would be taken as were taken by 
His Majesty's sbips in April 1909. Colonel Cox returned to Bushire with Admiral 
Slade on the 2nd Januacy and Nizam-es-Saltanch arrived on the 10th January. No 
disturbances have occured at Bushire. 














Mohammerah. 


1. With reference to the revolt at Farhan against the sheikh, previously reported, 
the following information has since come to hand, At the end of November Sheikh 
Khazaal formulated three demands ~ 


(1) That Agha Rahim sbould give an undertaking that Farhan would not create 
trouble; if Farhan did, Agha Rahim to be held responsible, 
( } ‘That Sheikh Haider, a dependent of Sheikh Khazaal should be set free, 
_,(8.) That 4,000. and sixty rifles, due from Farhan, should be handed over to the 
coe also 1401, compensation for a recent robbery from the oil company at Dara 
azina. 











These demands were also telegraphed by the sheikh to the Minister of the Interior 
to Amiri-Mufakbam and to Sardar-i-Mohtesham, The sheikh added that if 
demsnds were not complied with he would place horsemen at certain points on 
boundaries and charge the expenses to the central Government. Agha Rahim gave the 
required undertaking but only until the acting chiefs of the Bakhtiaris should arrive in 
the eee Sheikh Haider was set free in Ahwaz on the 29th Novembar, ‘The 

7 2M 
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third demand remained outstanding. ‘The sheilth’s forces razed Debno to the ground 
and dispersed. but were towards the end of December summoned again by the sheikh 
to deal with Farhan, who had returned and was plundering the district inhabited by the 
adherents of Sheikh Haider. Subsequently the order for their assembly was cancelled 
but they were to remain mobilised at their homes. Colonel Cox expresses the opinion 
that the sheikh is probably quite able to look ufter his interests as far as Farhan and 
the Bakhtiaris are concerned. He therefore deprecated further representations to the 
Persian Government. 

2, Mishri, whose Jands at Faddaghiyeh were looted in October, has received a 
telegram from Zair Pasha, the Bussorah deputy at Constantinople stating that bis 
complaints would be discussed in Parliament and that he should sue Sheikh Khazaal in 
the Turkish courts at Bussorah for the recovery of the dates alleged to have been stolen 
by his subjects, 

3, Major Haworth took over charge of His Majesty's Consulate from Lieutenant 
Wilson on the 15th January, 1911, 

©, B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché to His Britannic Majesty's 
Legation, Tehiran. 





(5185) No. 197. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 


(No. 10) 


Tehran, January 26, 1911. 
WITH reference to provious correspondence and in particular to ‘my telegram 
No, 28 of yesterday, T have the honour to transmit copies of documents which form the 
Rouiolete dose of Cheloorrerpontense. His Majesty's Logation and the Persian 
Government. on the subject of Muin-ut-Tujjar’s contract of 1908 with Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co, for tho exclusive supply of red oxide from the Island of Hormuz. 

Copy of the note from the Persian Government of the Ist June last was sent to 
you by Mr, Marling in his despatch No, 88, but I enclose it now for facility of 
reference, 

Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 197. 
Sir @, Barelay to the Persian Gorernm 


Besley, Tehran, August 8, 1909. 
A RUMOUR having reached me that it is intended to caucel Muin-ut-Tujjar’s 
concession for mining in the Island of Hormuz, I have the honour inform your 
Excellency that Muin-ut-Tujjar is bound by contract to supply a certain quantity of 
oxide from Hormuz to « British firm, 

In these circumstances, it is my duty to urge strongly upon the Persian Govern- 
ent! the necoaity of respecting ‘te engogoments with Muln-ut-Tugjer on which the 
British firm’s contract is based, 

Tavail, &o. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Tnolosure 2 in No. 197, 
Sir G. Barclay to the Moaven-ed-Dowleh, 


Excellency, Tehran, April 11, 1910. 

IT HAVE the honour to recall your Excellency’s attention to my note of the 
ath August last, in which T impressed upon the Persian Government the necessity of 
eapecting its engagements with Muin-ut-Tujar, on which was based Muin-ut-Tujr's 
contract for the supply of oxide frm Hormuz to a British frm, 

IT now learn that the Persian Government have cancelled Muin-ut-Tujjar’s 
concession for mining in Hormuy, thus rendering it impossible for Muin-ut-Tujjar to 
fulfil his contrast with the British firm, 
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In these ciroumstances, I must request your Excellency to take the necessary ste 
to safeguard the interests of the Bish fim, and T beg to inform you that hs 
Majesty's Government must, insist on the maintenance of this firm's contract, whoever 
‘obtains the concession for mining in Hormuz, 

Tavail, &e. 


G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 197. 
Sir G. Barelay to the Moaven-ed-Dowleh, 


Ecelleny, Tehran, April. 12, 1910, 
WITH reference to my note of yesterday, I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that I Jearnt that the Peisian Government have taken over the mining 
of oxide in Hormuz, and have signed a contract with Messrs, Strick and Co. to supply. 
them with 5,000 tons of oxide from Hormuz. 

‘This transaction is in violation of a contract concluded between Muin-ut-Tujjar 
and Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co., a British firm, for the exclusive supply of a fixed 
quantity of oxide from Hormuz for a fixed period. 

‘The contract was based on an Imperial firman granting to Muin-ut-Tujjur the 
concession of mining rights in Hormuy, and I must therefore hold the Persian Govern- 
ment responsible for all loss caused to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, by the cancellation 
‘of Muin-ut-Tujjar's concession, and I must insist on the maintenance of Messrs, Andrew 
Weir and Co's contract by the Persian Government now that. they have taken over 
the working of the mines, 

Tavail, &o, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 4 in No, 197. 
Sir G. Barelay to the Moaven-ed-Dowleh, 


M. le Ministro, Tehran, April 15, 1910, 

T NOW learn that tho proposed shipment of oxide from Hormuz for Messrs, Strike 
and Co,, besides being an infringement of Messrs, Weir's rights, will cause the latter 
firm heavy loss. 

Muin-ut-Tujjar’s contract. provided that for threo years from the 4th December, 
1908, no sile or shipment of oxide from Hormuz should be made to any firin but to 
Messrs. Weir, and Muin-ut-Tujjar is also under engagement to Messrs, Weit to ship tho 
oxide himself'in order that the quality may be assured. 

Lam to inform you that His Majesty's Government, are bound to seo that 
Messra, Weir's rights are respected. 

Tavail &, 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 5 in No. 197. 
Sir G. Barelay to the Moaven-ed-Dowleh. 


M. le Ministre, Tehran, April 16, 1910, 

I HAVE reported to my Government the circumstances conneot n tho sale 
of Hormuz oxide to Messrs. Strick, and Iam instructed to inform your Excellency that 
His Majesty's Government will hold the Persian Government liablé in damages for an) 
losses caused to British subjects through the violation of Muiu-ut-Tujjar’s contract, wit 
Messrs, Weir, 

Tavail, &e, 
G, BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 197. 
The Moaven-ed-Dowleh to Sir G. Barelay. 


(Tronslation.) Tehran, April 16, 1910. 

THE contents of your Excellency’s notes of the 11th and 15th instant, respecti 
the sale of oxide stated to have been concluded between the Muin-utTujar an 
Messrs, Weir have been referred to the Ministries of Finanee and the Publie Works, 
and asked for an explanation. e 

‘Any answer which I may receive on the subject will be communicated to your 
Excellency. 

Tavail, &¢, 
MOAVEN-ED-DOWLEH. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 197. 


‘The Moaven-ed-Douleh to Sir G. Barclay. 


(Translation.) Tehran, April 21, 1910. 

WITH roferonce to my reply of the 16th instant respecting’ the 5,000 tons of 
oxide stated to have been purchased by Messrs. A. Weir from the Muin-ut-Tuj jar, T 
have the honour to quote the reply I have received from the Ministry of the Public 
‘Works on the subject :— 


For tho present the matter is being discussed with the Muin-ut-Tujjar himself, 
and in the meantime the arrangements made by him with the British firm will be 
respected.” 
Tavail, &e. 
(For Minister for Foreign Affairs), 
ESMAIL, 


Inelosure § in No. 197. 


Mr. Marling to the Moaven-ed-Dowleh. 


Your Exeelloney, Tehran, Aprit 27, 1910, 

HIS Majesty’s Government have been informed that the steam-ship “ Pondo” is at 
present engaged in loading oxide on the Island of Hormuz. 

Under instructions from my Government, have the honour to point out to your 
Excellency that such shipment constitutes a violation of the contract entered into by 
tho British firm of Mossrs. A, Weir and Co, with the Muincut-Tujjar, and I have 
seoordingly to romind your Excellency of the note of protest in Messrs. Weis interests 
addressed to you by Sir G, Barclay on the 16th instant. 

Tavail, &, 
CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Enclosure 9 in No, 197. 


The Moaven-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marlin 


(Pranslation,) Tehran, June 1, 1910. 

IN reply to your notes of the 16th and 27th April last the sale of oxide 
in Hormuz, and tho transaction entered into by the Muin-ut-Tujjar with Messrs. Weir, 
T have the honour to inform you that the matter was discussed with the Ministry of 
Finance, and the following is the purport of the reply received from that Ministry. 

‘Tho transaction was entered into by the Persian Government with Frank Strick for 
the sale of 80,000 tons of oxide of iron through Mr. Brown, the assistant manager of 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

According to document given to the Government, Messrs. Strick have efficiently 
‘guaranteed that all the claims of Messrs. Ellinger against the Muin-ut-Tujjar or against 
the Persian Government on account of the above should be settled by them. 
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The contents of the note of the Ministry of Finance show that the company will 
have no ground to claim any damages, and I therefore consider the question closed. 
Tavail, &, 
(For Minister for Foreign Affairs), 
SEKAT-UL-MULK, 


Enclosure 10 in No. 197. 


Mr. Marling to the Moavon-ed-Dowleh. 


Your Excellency, Tehran, June 3, 1910. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your note of the 1st June 
respecting the transaction entered into by the Persian Government with Messrs, Strick 
for the sale of oxide in Hormuz, and the incidence of claims arising therefrom. 

Tavail, &e, 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Enclosure 11 in No, 197. 
Sir G, Barelay to the Moaven-ed-Dowleh, 


M. le Ministre, Tehran, November 28, 1910, 

I UNDERSTAND that a contract has now been signed by the Persian Govern- 
ment with Messrs, Strick for the sale of @ certain quantity of oxide from Hormuz. 

Thave more than once had oceasion to draw your attention to the liability inourred 
by the Persian Government through « violation of Muin-ut-Tujjar’s contract with the 
Beauitinn eee Welt S36 vie estates supply of oxide from Hormuz, 

It has sineo come to my knowledge that the Persian Government maintain that 
Muin-ut-Tujjar’s concession, on which was based his contract with Messrs, Weir, was 
invalid. 

Tam now instructed to inform your Excellency that unless the Persian Government 
can produce proof satisfactory to His Majesty's Government that Muin-ut-Tujiar's 
concession had expired before the signature of his contract with Mesars, Weir, His 
Majesty's Government must continue to hold the Persian Government responsible for 
ny injury to British intorests through their action in violation of the said contract, 

Tavail, &c. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure 12 in No. 197. 


Tho Moltashem-es-Sultanch to Sir G. Barelay. 

Translation.) 
Excellency, Tehran, January 24, 1911. 

IN reply to your Excellency’s note of the 16th December last respecting the 
Persian Government's agreement with Strick and Co, for the sale of red oxide, 
it is necessary that I should draw your Hxcelleney's attention to the following poin 
When concluding the contract with Strick and Co, the Persian Government considered 
the Muin-ut-Tnjjar's lease to haye expired ; furthermore, in article 12 of the contract 
with Strick and Co, it is stipulated that the purchaser undertakes full responsibility to 
settle any legal claim which Andrew Weir and Co. or Ellinger and Co. might have 
against the seller or against Mi iijar, in virtue of the existing agreoment 
regarding oxide concluded between Muin-ut-Tujjar and Andrew Weir and Co,, 80 that 
no kind of loss should be sustained on this account by the Government or by Muin-ut- 
Tojjer. 

Pa these circumstances, you admit that if Andrew Wain and Co, have anything 
to say, Strick and Co, must, in accordance with the above-mentioned article, be 
responsible, 

Tavail, &. 
MOHTASHEM-ES.SULTANEH, 
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No. 198. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Received February 13.) 


(5186) 


(No. 11.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 26, 1911. 

"” WITH reference to your despatch No. 197 of the 13th ultimo, [have the honour 
to transmit herewith a bill on the Imperial Bank of Persia for the equivalent of 
3,000 tomans, which T have accepted from the Persian Government as a compassionate 
‘grant, in settlement of the claim presented to the Persian Government on account of 
the Killing of the two Indian sowars of Mr. Bill's escort by tribesmen on the Shiraz 
Tspalian rond last spring. 

T regret that I was unable to obtain moro than this sum. The exact amount had 
not been agreed upon in my conversation with Hussein Kuli Khan, who wished me to 
propose to you a settlement on the basis of 2,000 tomans. ‘This 1 refused to do, 
mentioning at the same time 4,000 tomans as a less inacceptable sum, ‘To this he 
demurred, urging that the amount ought to depend on the size of the families of the 
murdered men, 

Tcannot therefore say that Hussein Kuli Khan was committed to any precise sum, 
and when I broached the matter to his successor, Mohtashem-es-Saltaneh, the latter 
adhered to the figure of 2,000 tomans. After some discussion, I agreed to accept the 
sum of 3,000 tomans if paid within a week. 

As you aro aware, the late Minister for Foreign Affairs expressed his deepest 
rogret for the occurrence in his note of the 13th October last. 

I ought to mention that, since I agreed to a settlement on the basis of 
3,000 toniims, the Russian Minister has reccived in full the payment of his claim on 
account of the attack on M. Passck, ‘The two cases are, however, not altogether on 
all fours,and the Persian Government had admitted its liability in the case of the 
attack on M. Passek, whereas it has always refused to do so in the case of the attack 
on Mr. Bill. Itrust therefore that tho settlement T have come to will meet with your 
approval. 














Thave, &c. 
G. BARCLAY, 









(5187) No. 199. 
if Sir G, Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey—(Recvived February 13.) 
fo, 12.) 

ir, Tehran, January 26, 1911, 

WITH reference to Sir G, Buchanan's telegram No. 16 of the 17th instant, I have 
the honour to report that at inte which we had yesterday with the M 
Foreign Affairs my Russian colleague and I drew the attention of his Excellency to the 
representations regarding the engagement of foreign assistants which we had made to 
his predecessor on the 27th September last. (See my telegram No, 392 

Mohtashem-es-Saltaneh replied to me that after what had happened—he evident] 
roferred to the unfavourable response encountered by the Persian Government's 
‘applications to the Italian and French Governments—I could feel assured that there 
was no likelihood of Persia applying again to any of the Great Powers. 

My Russian colleague tells me that Mohtashem-es-Saltanch gave him, too, to 
understand that there need be no apprehension of further applications of the kind to any 
of the European Great Powers. 
























Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 








(5189) No. 200. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received February 13.) 


(No, 14. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, January 26, 1911. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 179 of the 21st September last respecting 

a Russian concession on the Karun, I have the honour to report that His Majesty's 

consul at Ahwaz informs me, with reference to his despatch No. 61 of the Ist 
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August last, enclosed in Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 149, Confidential, of the 11th 
Augnst, that he learns from a reliable source that if no work is done on the 
Husseinubad lands before the 31st March of this year, the lease becomes null and 
void. Mr. Ranking adds that his information is to the effect that no one was 
working there so recently as the 10th January. 

rom a secret source I learn that Abbas Agha is at present in St. Petersburgh 
is partner here, but that the latter’s family does not view the undertaking 





and 


favourably, 








3. BARCLAY, 














15153) No. 201. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived February 13.) 


(No. 82. Confidential.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 6, 1911. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 24 of the 23rd ultimo, I have the honour 
to report that I communicated to the Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon the 
information which you had received from His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris respecting 
tho ex-Shah of Persia, 

M, Sazonow said that His Majesty had been repeatedly warned by the Russian 
representatives abroad that if he engaged in intrigues with a view to returning to 
Persia ho would forfeit the pension which ho at present enjoyed, His Excellency 
added that he would act on your suggestion, and warn the competent authorities to 
pected the vigilance of their watch on His Majesty’s movements after his return to 

ussia, 











Thaye, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


SS SSS SS 









(5155) No. 202, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 13.) 


(No. 34,) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 7, 1911, 
IN a conversation which T had with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on the 30th 
of last month, his Exoelleney spoke to me ina much more hopeful strain with regard to 
Persian affairs, and expressed satisfaction at the fact that many of the questions 
nding between the two Governments were now in a fair way of settlement, He 
hoped, he said, soon to be in a position to withdraw the Russian’ troops from Kasvin, 
and was, indeed, only waiting for a reply to a telegram which he had sent M. Poklewsky 
to give the order for their withdrawal.” Té would, he thought, bo. well for Rasa to, 
give the Persian Government this proof of their disinterestedness at the present moment, 
45 he was much pre-occupied by the activity being displayed by the ‘Turks in the 
frontier districts ; 500 men had recently been despatched to Sulduz, which was, beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, in Persian territory, and some step would soon have to be taken 
at Constantinople with view to preventing further Turkish encroachments, As his 
Excellency expressed the hope that His Majesty's Government would co-operate with 
the Russian Government on this question, I repeated to him the assurances which I 
had given him on the receipt of ‘your telegratn No. 6 of the 4th January, to the effect 
that His Majesty's Government would gladly support Russian representations at 
Constantinople with regard to the Turco-Persian frontier question, M. Sazonow also 
expressed to me some misgivings as to a report which had reached him that the Youn, 
‘Turks were endeavouring to eflect a rapprochement with the Persians for the purpose o 
concerting common action against England and Russi 
In a further conversation which I had with his Exeelleney, after receiving your 
telegram No, 17 of the 81st ultimo, I endeavoured once more to impress on him the 
expediency of at once withdrawing the Russian troops from Kasvin; but as his 
Excellency had still received no reply from M. Poklewsky, he had nothing to add to 
what he had already told me on the subject. On my remarking that the withdrawal 
‘of these troops would greatly strengthen our position whenever we decided to make 

























































140 


representations at Constantinople with regard to the Turco-Persian frontier question, 
M. Sizonow contended that there was no analogy between the two cases, as the Turks 
were actually administering the occupied districts aa if they belonged to the Sultan, and 
were transforming their consular officers into kaimakams. 

On callin, on is Bxcellency yesterday I told him that Sit George Barclay bad 
telegraphed that M, Poklowsky did not appear to have received any explicit instructions 
to report his views with regard to, the withdrawal of the Kasvin troops, independently 
of the motor-ear concession question, M, Sazonow replied that M. Poklewsky must 
have misunderstood his instructions, He had telegraphed to bim saying that now 
that the motor-car question was the only one about which there still existed any 
doubt he was anxious to withdraw the troops as soon as he could find a convenient 
pretext, and that he would like to have his views on the subject. On my asking him 
whether he would mind sending M. Poklewsky another telegram, his Excellency at once 
promised to do so. 

Tn the course of our conversation I told M. Sazonow that the Turkish Ambassador, 
‘on mecting me at a party the other night, had complained of the severe terms in which 
bis Txeellenoy had’ resontly spoken to him of Turkish encroachments on Persian 
territory, and had appealed to me for my sympathy. I had, I added, informed Turktan 
Pasha that, though I was not acquainted with what M. Sazonow had actually said to 
him, I was entirely at one with his Excellency in condemning what appeared to me to 














be an unwarranted occupation of Persian frontier districts. M, Sazonow replied that 
he was very glad that Thad said this: that he bad had a very serious conversation with 
‘Turkhan Pasha a few days ago, and had told him that if the “Turkish troops continued 
to advance in the way they were doing at present they would one day find themselves 
confronted by Russian bayonets, 


Thave, &. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


(5166) No 203. 


(No. 85.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, P 
TN a conversation which Thad with the Minister for 
of last month, his Excellency told me that he was very averse to the idea of the 
employment of Ame Wvisers by the Porsi On my reminding him, 
that he had last September waived the objections which he had previously made to- 
their engagement, and had accepted onr view that, as the United States was not a 
European Great Power, they stood on quite a different footing to either France or 
Germany, his Dixcelloncy said that he was afraid that, after what had recently passed 
on the subject of foreign advisers, Grn 
‘4 German were any Americans to be engagt 
On my communicating to him two days later the substance of your telegram 
No. 18 of the Bist ultimo, his Excellency said that he had not forgotten that we haa 
informed the Persian Government last September that we would raise no objectic 
‘Amorican advisers on account of their not being the subjects of a European Great 
Power, but that now that Germany had so clearly manifested her intention of puttin 
Rovearal e'Gentna forthe post of advieer to ont of the Persian Ministrieg, she would 
pay no attention to anything we might say with regard to the disinterestedness of the 
nited States in Persian affairs, It would therefore be far safer to restrict the choice 
ofthe Persian Government to the minor Powers, as the appointment of a German 
adviser would inevitably lead to the establishment of an international administration in 
Persia, and would consequently entail every sort of difficulty and complication. He 
had already telegraphed to M. Poklewsky in the above sense, and he would be very 
grateful if you would act as you had suggested, and enquire unofficially at Washington 
whethor the United States Government attached any importance to the appointment of 
American advisers. 

On the receipt of your telegram No. 32 of the 4th instant, T informed M. Sazonow 
that His Majesty's Ambassador at Washington strongly deprecated the idea of 
addressing any such enquiries to the United States Goverament, and that now that the 
engagement of American advisers had been definitely decided on by the Persian 
Government it was, in your opinion, too late to reopen the question. M. Sazonow said 
that he shared this view, though he could not but regret the step which the Persian 





Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received 
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Government were taking, He was afraid that it would ereate a precedent of which 
Germauy might avail herself to put forward a German candidate for the post of adviser 
to one of the Persian Ministries ; and in that case, we should have to bring strong 
pressure to bear on the Persian Government to prevent such an appointment being 


made. 
Thave, &c. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 








(5386) No. 204. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 


(No. 46. Very Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

INTERNATIONAL syndicate, 

Reference to your telegram No, 48, dated the 10th February. 

A concession for a railway in the region covered by the Persian ‘Transport 
Companys road concession formed part of the scheme as described to me, 

Lynch's agent, who gavo mo the information, but who does not wish his namo to 
appear, beloved that Lyneh’s interest were seriotaly trentenod and eeemed to be vory 

me 

Manager of Imperial Bank, ‘Tehran, now thinks that thero was little or no truth in 
the story; in this opinion Tam disposed to agree, T shal, however, watsh Osbomo in 
the meantime, 


Tehran, February 13, 1911. 


(5396) No. 205. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Groy—(Received February 13.) 


0. 48.) 

{ton ibd Be Tehran, February 13, 1911. 
RUSSIAN Minister informs mo that party of Russian Cossicks has been attacked, 

‘one man killed and two or three wounded, by Galish tribe near Astara, on Ardebil 

road. Small Russian detachment is being sent from Ardobil to deal with situation, 
Russian Minister thinks that it may also bo necessary to hold a further fore 

readiness at Russian Astara, 








[5397] No, 206. 
4g) 5G Barley to Sir Baar Grey—(Recsned February 1.) 


ote wie) R. 

MY telegram No. 44 of 12th February. 

Ina speech of two hours, Regent opened his mind to a full meoting of Medjliss 
summoned to palace yesterday afternoon. 

: is Highness impressed on members that constitutional government on lines 
hitherto followed with Medjliss split up into small groups by personal dissensions was 
impossible. A stable majority united in principle of supporting Ministry was 
indispensable, and he made it clear that he would not take up his post unless such a 
majority was formed. 

_, It is expected that there will be another meeting in a day or two, when Medjlise 
will reply to Regent's terms. 

In alluding to foreign relations, [group omitted: ? Regent] stated he had received 
the foreign Ministers in unofficial audience, and was entirely satisfied as to the friendly 
attitude of all the Powers, and he laid partici expressed hy 
Great Britain and Russia. The Medjliss therefore need feel no concern on the score 
of foreign relations. 





Pehiran, Rebruary 18, 1911. 
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(5895) No, 207. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 





(No, 37.) % " 
(Delegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, February 13, 1911. 
RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 
‘Telegram No. 45 from Tehran. 
/ M. Sazonow told me to-day that matters had now gone too far 
the withdrawal. Only one sotnia of Cossacks would remain at Ka: 





him to postpone 














(6539) No, 208. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Ofice—(Received February 14.) 
3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, February 1, W911. 


WE have tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 
from which wo note that His Majesty’s Government do not recommend our invoking, 
in the present position of the question, the assistance of His Majesty's Legation in 
obtaining an extension of the period of the company's concession for the construction 
of roads in Persia, 

Under these 
in Tohrai 















wumstances, my board have telegraphed as follows to their agents 











“The Foreign Office inform us that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Tehran considers 
assistance the British Legation at present stage would soriously prejudice our prospects. 
‘Mako application without giving matter any diplomatic or political colour, 





We have, &e. 
fl, W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 





(5526) No. 209. 
‘The Twnperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Reevived February 14.) 
ruary 13, 1911, 





, Abelnureh Lane, London, 
HAVE ths honour to acknowledge the receipt of of the 11th instant, 
and we have telegraphed to-day to the chief manager of the bank in Tehran, as per 
cam enclosed, approving the proposal that the bank's manager at 
Bushire may act at that port as Norwegian consul. 








Thave, & 
G 





NEWELL, Manager. 


Enclosure in No. 209. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 


(Pranslation.) 

(Pelographic.) London, February 13, 1911. 
TN consultation with Foreign Office, we fully approve Bushire manager acting 

Norwos I, Bushire, 













(5554) No, 210. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 14.) 

(No. 47.) 

(Pelegraphic.) _ P. , February 14, 1911. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 206 and Mr. 's private letter of the 

28th December regarding article 10 of the Tmperial Bank's concession, I cannot see 

how the article in question can bear the interpretation put upon it in your above 

despatch, and the Persian Government will not, 1 think, agree to it. 
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I shall support the bank without, however, giving my reasons for the present, but 
as itis certain that the Persian Government will ask for them, I should be glad to 
know whether your decision as to the meaning of the article is a final one, 
















(5667) No. 211. 
ae Sir Edward Grey —(Recoived February 15.) 
(0. 50. 
(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, February 15, 1911. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs tells me that Medjliss will reply to Regent [on] 
16th February. 
It is generally believed that reply will show that there is a majority for a Cabinet 
under Sipahdar, 









[5554] No, 212. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 53,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

ARTICLE 10 of bank’s concession, 

Your telegram No. 47 of the Lith February. 

Bank have unreservedly accepted our interpretation, but if you will explain your 
difficulty more precisely, I will endeavour to make my, meaning clearer. 

Do you consider there is any warrant for interpretation given to article by 
Muin-ut-Dujjar ? 


Foreign Office, February 15, 1911. 





(5144) No, 213. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 
(Wo. 42.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, Pebruary 15, 1911, 


I HAVE received your Excellency's telegram No, 34 of the 1th February 
relating to the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin, Your Excellency 
should take an early opportunity of expressing to M. Sazonow the groat satisfaction 
of His Majesty's Government at this decision of the Russian Government, 








Tam, &e. 
KE. GREY. 
(6056) No. 214. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 23.) 
ir, Foreign Ofico, Rebruary 16, 1911, 


‘THE Persian Minister called to-day and stated that he was instructed by the 
Persian Government to thank his Majesty's Government for the roferonee to Persia in 
the King’s Speech, which was a great encouragement to them. 

Tam, &. 
B. GREY. 





[5915] No. 215. 
Treasury to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 17.) 


Sir, . Treasury Chambers, February 16, 1911. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury 
Ar, Mallet’s letter of tho 31st December last and the accompanying copy of a despatch 
from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in which is enclosed a report from His Majesty's 
cousul-general at Bushire recommending the permanent maintenance of an escort of 
four men for His Majesty's consulate at Mohammerah, 
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In reply, Lam to state that in the circumstances represented by Secretary Sir E. 
, my Lords agree to defray from Imperial funds within a limit of 2,015 rupees 
‘one-half of the cost involved in this proposal 





Tam, &c. 
T. L. HEATH. 





[6877] No. 216, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received February 17.) 


c Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

Sir, February 16, 1911, 

___ I HAVE the honour to refer again to your letter of the 2nd instant, and to my 

interview on the subject with Mr. Louis Mallet and Mr. Norman on the 10th instant. 
Thave to-day received a telegram from Persia, intimating that Mr. Greenway (our 

Managing director) and Mr. James Hamilton (another of our directors), now in Persia, 

have arranged— 


1, To absorb ‘Mr. Ritchie into the office of Messrs. Strick Scott and Co, (our Persian 
agents), who will open a branch offic at tho MaidaniNaphitun oilfield under 
Mr, Ritchio : 

2. ‘To appoint to the position of general fields manager (but without the plenary 
powors entrusted to Mr. Reynolds) Mr, C. Willans, who has hitherto hield the position 
‘of assistant fields manager under Mr. Reynolds ; and 

_, 8+ To appoint Dr, M. Y. Young ina position independent of Messrs, Ritchie and 
Willans 8 political adviser responsible directly: to tho company through its agents’ 
head office in Mohammerah, 





Messrs. Greenway and Hamilton's telegram goes on to say that they have seen 
hoth “the political resident, Persian Gulf” (which term I take it applies to 
Colonel P. %. Cox, His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire), and the “ British consul” 
(whether Lieutendut Ranking, of Ahwaz, or Licutenant Wilson, at Mohammerah, does 
Not appear clear), and that these officers approve of tho arrangeme 
Ttrust, therefor, that it will also mest with your approval, and I have ever 
confidence of its working satisfactorily. If you desire to see me on the subject I shall 
bbe glad to answer your summons either by letter or telephone, 
Thavo, &e. 
E, W. WALLACE. 
Vice-Chairman, 











[6067] No, 217. 
ares Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 
fo, 51, 
(hea ic) P. Tehran, February 18, 1911. 
WITH reference to your telegram No.53, I understood from Mr. Norman's private 





letter that the interpretation put by you upon article 10 of the bank's concession was 
only given provisionally. 

If it had beon intended that the article in question should be applied only when 
differences as to the interpretation of the terms of the concession arose, then just as in 
articles of a like nature in other concessions, eg., the D'Arey concession, such intention 
should have been expressly stated. ; 

Bank manager and myself both think that the Persian Government will not agreo 
with your view as expressed in the penultimate paragraph of your despatch No. 206; 
indeed they will probably not agree with my view, given in my despatch No. 208, 
ven if you confirm it, but it might perhaps be Vetter to adhere ta it ay ine already 
been communicated to them. 

‘Muin’s interpretation is warrantable and is strictly liberal, and the only reason I 
can adduco for the framing of this article is that when the concession was drawn 1 
the Persian tribunals were even more unsatisfactory than at present, and that the 
concessionnaires preferred that all disputes should be'settled by arbitration. 
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[6082] No. 218. 


; Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Vebruary 14.) 
No, 52.) 
(Telegraphic,) R. 

MY telegram No, 50 of 15th February. 

Reply sent to Regent by Medjliss (on] 16th February was vague and inconclusive, 
and so far Medjliss has been unable to evolve majority to support any candidate for 
Premiership. 

Mustauficul-Mamalek’s Cabinet, whose resignation though twice tendered has not 
been accepted by Regent, is carrying on, 





Tehran, February 19, 1911. 











(6168) No. 919. 


Sir 6 





4. Louether to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived February 20.) 





fo. 104.) 
Sir, Constantinople, Kebruary 15, 1911. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith despatch from His Majesty’s consul at, 
Bussorah, reporting on theft of the Persian Oil Company's pipes, and also on an article 
from the local newspaper  Reshad,” directed against that company. 

I have, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 














Enclosure in No, 219. 


Consul Crow to Mr, Marling. 
0, 2, 

se ) Bussorah, January 18, 1911. 

MY attention has been drawn to an article which appeared on the 28th December 
(10th January) in the ‘*Reshad,” a weekly newspaper published at Buysorah, As 
copies of all papers published here are submitted to the Government authorities before 
going to press it is natural to suppose that the vali was aware of the contents of the 
article,and either neglected or did not think it worth while to cause any modification to be 
made to the hostile tone of the writer towards us, or to correct his misstatement of facts 
in regard to British enterprises in Persia. Lenclose the paper, ‘The article contains 
much nonsense not worth translating, and a brief summary of its contents is perhaps 
sulicient, as follows :— 


The British Government interferes with ‘Turkish 
financing companies formed in ‘Turkey with a view to 
the companies’ name, as they have done in India, Brit creased, and 
their Govornmont has teed wiout,sicoeee (0. got conan Having 
obtained a concession from the Persian Government for working. the 
British Government makes this a pretext for laying down rails, &c., and landing arms, 
ammunition, cannon, and soldiers, and for establishing British subjects there, and 
afterwards they will bring their men of-war, ‘These things are done and our 
politicians remain deaf, or fail to realise the serious position, jon which 
the British Government has obtained is harmful to our count 
the political situation. 'The British consul at Bussorah takes advantage of these 
circumstances. te accuse the peasants at Dowasir [ic] of stealing some iron pipes from 

ugh such a theft is impossible. Let the English withdraw the teeth of 
jon from our country. Is the wise consul not ashamed to accuse inndcent 
peasants in the desert of such acts?" 

























ommercial matters by 
‘own designs in 




































I think misleading articles of this kind may do us considerable harm here, by 
prejudicing the minds of ignoram people against us. It is a fact that early last 
December, Lieutenant Wilson drew any attention to.a theft hy Arabs at Ziadiyeh, on 
the Turkish side, opposite Breym, of some of the new iron pipes belouging to the 
‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company. The company’s agents identified the pipes found at 
Ziadiyeh as belouging to their oil pipe line, and I applied to the vali officially to, have 
them restored. For the past two months the vali has evaded doing so, and refused my 
request tallow the European works manager of the company to accompany the police 
(its: 2p 
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in thoir investigation at Ziadiyeh, in order to identify the pipes in their presence, and 
confined himself to taking the opinion of @ Persian employé of the company on the 
subject. 1am still in communication with the vali, but I see litile chance of recovering 
them unless he is moved to act in the matter from Constantinople. ‘The vali contends 
that the pipes claimed by the company were purchased some time ago by the proprietor 
ofthe land at Zindiyeh from a Jew. As they appear to be, according to the account given 
mo by the company’s representatives, identical in marks and size with those forming 
part of the oil pipe line, the contention is obviously erroneous, 

Tam somewhat surprised to sce that a reference to the theft and my representations 
has een made in an Arabic local paper, as my communications to the vali on the 
subject have beon of a purely official character, and the question is still the subject of 
correspondence. between us. If, as mst suppose, the vali has allowed the matter to 
be communicated to the press, his conduct is obviously incorrect, and notice may 
perhaps be taken of it, 
























Thave, &. 
KR 






CROW, 





[6200) No. 220, 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receined Pebruary 20.) 

(No. 40.) 

Sir, ‘St. Petersburgh, Rebruary 16, 1911. 

THE St, Petersburgh pros generally welcomes the announcement of the 
drawal of the Russian force from Kazvin, but the “Novoe Vremya” sounds a warning 
note, In a leading article in its issue of the 13th February, after acknowledging the 
political wisdom of the move and its opportuneness as evidence of Russia's confidence 
i jew Regent, it goes on to say that if Russian forces are ever compelled again 
wil to the central provinees of E onder to preserve order, their visit will 
bo of a very different charucter, ‘The Russian nation cannot he expect 
pormanent f jother to her neighbour. 

‘Phe a pygratulates 
which it contrasts with the action of the Purkish v 
of Urumia, where Turks have interfered 
of the Kazvin force off 
‘on North Porsi 
hot expect 1 se 
continuance of diso 

In the second 



















on their admirable behaviour, 
ilitary authorities in. the province 
nthe local administration. ‘The withdrawal 
tively puts an end to all cause for suspicion of Russian designs 
"Tho article closes with a repetition of its warning that Persin must 
id Russian expedition, if such should be rendered necessary by a 

fo bo withdrawn quietly at the end of two ys 
ticle, published on the Mth February, the “Novoe Vren 
rofers to the Russian forees whieh still have to b i 
‘Who withdrawal of those troops is 6 
for theso placos ure near the Russian frontier, and a 
have their echo in the Caucasus. Unfortunately, fresh disorders have just broken out 
in the Ardebil district, and the foree there, 1 of packing up for home, are 
preparing for a punitive expedition, Would it not be advisablo, the paper asks, 
instead of withdrawing the Kuzvin troops from Persia altogether, to send them to aid 
their comrades at, Ardebil ? 

‘Phe “Bourse Gazette” of the Mth February says that the withdrawal of the 
Kazyin foreo is the best possible proof of the falseness’ of the libel sedulously spread 
hy so-callod Persian patriots in the English and French press, charging Russia with 
reticulation Paral 

‘Whe timo is approaching when Persi 

swith 
claims the struggle foi 
Persia may 






























ee. 
in force, 
1g there at once 
























will find herself engaged in serious 
n Powers, and when Germany comes forward with her 
fluence in the land of the Shahs 
nd a valuable support in her old friend and ne 





















only remember that the latter is compelled by her position in Central Asia to safe 
very important political interests. 


Thave, &. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 

























(6511) No. 221 
Sir @. Barclay to Sir Rdveard Grey.—(Reecived February 21.) 





(No. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 





Tehran, Pebruary 21, 1911. 
T AM informed by manager Imperial Bank, ‘Tehran, that he has received ‘an 
application for an advance of 120,000 tonne from Persian Government, A portion of 
the money is urgently required for the troops dispatched to Shiraz, who are a menace 
to security in that town while they remain unpaid, 

Head Office will, T hope, ss no objection to acceding to request of Persian 
Government. 
Until new Cabinet is formed no progress ean be made 














with loan, 








(6512) 


’. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Roecived February 21.) 





Teliran, February 21, 1911. 





3 of 30h January. 
His Majesty's consul at Mobammerah reports that oil company has relinquished 
any idea of boring at Ahwa 











[6067] No. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


28, 


Foreign Office, February 22, 1911, 
to line which you have taken with regard to article 10 of the 
sion (see your telegram No, 51 of the 18th February). 








(6511) No. 


Sir Fdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 58.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Poroign Oifiee, Web 





‘ary 22, 1911, 














WE have no objection to proposed ice wo Persian Covernment by Imperial 
Bank (see your telegram No. 59 of the 2st February 
(5186) No, 225, 
Foreign Oiee to India Ofier. 
Sir, Koreign Oiee, February 22, 1911, 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that le forwarded to 









His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran a copy of your letter of the 13th De 

to the attack on Mr, Rill by tribesmen on the Shiraz-Ispaluin road, giving him 
discretion to endeavour to effect a settlement on the Tines therein proposed of the 
question of the amount of the compensation to be paid for the murder of the two sowars 
Killed on that occasion. 

T am to transmit to you 
forwarding a bill on the Impei 
which he has accepted frou the Per 

Tam to state that, in Sir E. 
sum in the circumstances described in this despate 

Tam accordingly to propose that his action should be approved. 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE 


amber last 

















of despatch from Sir G. Barclay 
for the equivalent of 3,000 to 

n settlement of this clai 
4. Barclay did well to. at 









al Bank of Pers 
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[6679] No. 226. 


Mr. Bryee to Sir Edward Crey—(Reeeived February 23. 
(No. 42.) # a d 
Sir, Washington, February 14, 1911. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 13 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
report thiat it mmnced in the press that Mr. W. Morgan Shuster, of Washington, 
has been appointed Treasurer-General of the Persian Empir 
In addition to this post, there will, it is said, be an Ameriean inspector and expert 
accountant to sorve as assistants to the Treasnrer-Ceneral, and Director of Taxation 
with éue assistant, ‘These officials will be under the direction of the Persian Mini 
of Finance, and their contracts will be for a minimum period of three years 
expected that the names of these officials will be announced shortly. 
Mr. Shuister hins heen in the United States Customs in Cuba 
and had charge of the reorganisation of the Philippines Customs 
ivats appointed Secretary of Public Instruction to the Philippine Islands 
of the Philippine Commission, He is further’ member of the bar of the Supreme 
Goutt of the United States and of the Fedora! Court of Customs Appeals 


MES BRYCE. 





(6827) No, 


Sir C. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey. ved February 23.) 
(xo. 67) 
Tolographie,) 1. Tehran, February 23, 111. 
TURCO-PERSIAN fh 
Tuformation. Tus nia that two fresh 
Duttalions of , strict 
‘ Russian consul-general 
guns; while in various places on 
Turkish troops with a like 
equipment. 





(6821 N 
Barelay to Sir Bdiward Groy.— (Received Kebruary 23.) 


elvan, Mebruary 28. 1911, 
ASLAN troutior 
ports the arrival in Tabreeg from the frontier on. the 21st February 
cr commissioner, Rofik Bey, colonel of the stall attached to the 

Gth Army Corps, Retik Bey was accompanied by an escort of twenty-four cavalry and 

by Turkish consul at Khoi. , 


(6831) No. 220, 


G. Barelay to Sir Kdward Grey—(Reeeived February 23.) 
(No. 60.) 
) R Tehran, February 23, W11. 

MY telegram of 12th February. 

Preliminary enquiry leals member of Russian Legation who was sent to Tspahan 
to take charge of the $ jate Russian consul-general’s death 
was due to foul play. 
first death was believed to be due to acct 

Russian Minister lias reported to his Government that evidenee is as yet too 
inconclusive to warrant vigorous action, 





149 


[6833] No. 230. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 23.) 
(No. 61.) 
(iakegsphie) R. Tehran, February 23, 1911, 

MY telegram No. 48 of 13th February: Attack on Russian Cossacks by Galesh 
tribesmen. 

Detachment sent from Ardebil bombarded village responsible for attack and 
destroyed part of it. During bombardment some women and children are reported to 
have been killed. ‘ 

Russian Minister tells me that military authorities had given strictest orders to 
force not to harm peaceful inhabitants ; casualties among women and children must 
have therefore been accidental. s 

‘At the request of Russian consul at Ardebil and on instructions of the Caueasian 
authorities a battalion has crossed frontier into Persia, Russian Minister informs me 
it will remain near Persian Astara, 





(6832) No. 231, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 23.) 
(No. 62.) 
(Pelegraphic.) R. Tehran, Rebruary 28, 1911, 
RUSSIAN Minister announced withdrawal of Kazvin foree to Minister for Foreign 
Affairs yesterday 
Russian Minister tells me that 50 or 100 men will be kept at Kazyin as a consular 
guard, 





(6934) No, 232. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived Mebruary 24.) 
(No. 63.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Telivan, Pebruary 24, 1911, 
AVITHT reference to my telegram No, 62 of the L0th February. 
Thave the honour to report that) the Medjliss has declared a majority in favour of 
Sipahdar as Prime Minister, His supporters number forty-eight. 





(6935) No, 234 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mebruary 24.) 
(No. 64. 
(te phic.) R. ran, ebruary 24, 1911. 
LAST night a further murder was conunitted in ‘Tehran, victim being a relative 
of that section of fedai which is suspected of having contrived assassination of 
Sani-ed-Dowleh. 
Murderers are Caucasians. ‘Two of them have been arrested. 





[6953] No. 234. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Radward Grey.—(Receiveil Vebruary 24.) 
St. Petersburgh, February 24, 1911. 


tion with me to-day M, Sazonow referred to the above question, ‘The 
reports which reached the two Governments as to movements of Turkish troops in the 
zone under dispute were, he said, s0 contradi he thought it would be well to 
revert to our proposal that a British and Russian consular officer should be sent, to. the 
district to discover what was really going on and report, ‘The Persian and Turkish 
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Governments might be invited to appoint officials to accompany our consular officers, 

but they might at the same time be given to understand that in the event of their 

refusing to do so, Russia and Great Britain would dispatch their mission without 
ir co-operation. 





(6512) No. 


Sir Hidward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 56.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 
THAVE to request: your Exeelleney to take an opportunity of conveying to the 
Riissian Minister for Foreign Affairs the information contained in Sir G. Barclay’s 
tclogram No, 55 of the 2lst instant relative to the application recently made b 
Persian Government to the Imperial Bank of Persia for an advance of 120,000 tomaus. 
Your Excellency should add that I hiave informed His Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
by telegraph that I see no objection to 1 





[5877] No. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 24, 1911. 
T AM directed, by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

otter of tho 16th instant, setting forth the arrangements made by Messrs. Greenvwa 

and Hamilton as regards now appointments on the local staff of your compa 
equent on tho retirement of Mr, Reynolds from the position of their general fields’ 


1B, Grey observes that these appointments have the approval of His M 
consulgoncral at Bushire and political resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cox) and of the “British consul,” ie. either His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz 
or His Majesty's consul at Mobammerah ; and ‘as these officers, being on the spot and 
fhoquainted with the local conditions, are in the bost position to judge the roquirements 
Of the situation, he goes no reason to dissent from their opinion, or to trouble you to 

‘at this Office to discuss the matter, as you are good enough to express your 

jess 10 do, ray 

Tam to add an expression of Sir H, Grey's satisfaction at the manner in which it 
has been found possible to sottle this q 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLE! 





(6067) No. 237. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Roreign Ogiee, February 24, 1911. 

WITH reference to your lotter of the 10th ultimo, relative to the interpretation to 

be placed on the clause relating to arbitration which is contained in article 10 of the 

concession hield by the uperial Bank of Persia from the P ernment, [am 

directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that ived a further 

tologratn from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran on the subject 

Barclay roports that the bank’ chief manager at Tehran 

the Persian Government are unlikely to accept the interpreta- 

tion suggested hy Sir use is intended to apply. 

fare those of difference of opinion as-to the meaning of the terms of the concession 
itgelf—to which the bank expressed willingness to agree in your letter under reply. 

Sir G. Barclay further expresses doubt whether the Persian Government will be 

propared to accept his own interprotation of the clause—i.e, that it refers to cases of 

Uifference of Inw on banking usage—even if this reading has the support of His 
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Majesty's Government. He is, however, of opinion that, as this latter interpretation 
hias already been presented to the Persian Government, it would be better to adhere 
toit. 

Tam accordingly to state that, in t ‘cumstances, Sir E. Grey considers it on 
the whole desirable to authorise Sir G. Barclay to maintain the view which he has 
already expressed, and that a telegram has been addressed to him in this seuse, 

Ta 
LOUIS MALLED, 





{7081} No. 


Mesars, Bllinger and Co to Foreign O five, —(Received Mebruary 25.) 


28, Uxfurd Strect, Manchester, 
Sir, Pebruary 24, 1911. 

WE beg to confirm our letter of the 26th ultimo on the subject’ of the mines 
of red oxide on the island of Ormuz, in which we pointed out that further shipments 
of oxide by Messrs, Strick and Co., which we expected would take place in the present: 
and following months, would very seriously prejudice Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. 
and ourselves, and_we therefore venti iggest that, in view of the ungency of 
the matter, His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, should be desired to indicate a reasonabh 

jort time-limit within which the Persian Government should be required to furnish 
the promised proofs that the Muin-ut~Pujjar’s concession had lapsed in the your 1906. 
We regret now to have to inforin you that we have news that the steamer 
Toft Onnuz on the 19th instint with a cargo of oxide, and wo have every 
reason to suppose that this shipment will be followed by others in the immediate 
futuro unless prompt action is taken hy His Majesty's Government, 
glad to hear as soon as possible the result of the pressure which 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has heen desired to bring to bear upon tho Persian 
javernment in the strongest manner to produce the desired proofs, and that effect has 
teen given to our suggestion that a reasonably short it should be given, 
We aro, dc. 
ALLINGER axp Co, 





[7106] No. 239), 


Sir Raward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
0 60.) a 

raphic.) P. Foreign Office, Pebruary 25, 1911. 
__ INFORMATION respecting international syndieate’s loan (seo your telegram 
No. 46 of the 13th February) having been received by Messrs. Lynch from their agent 
at Tebran, you should seo Tntter, and, if you consider it important, report” on 
the subject. 





(6953) AO, 


Sir Fdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


P. 
i RSIAN frontier, 

Your telegram No. 50 of the 24th February, 
Iu prin ree to proposal. i 
No reply has been as yet given to identic communication of the 16th May (see 


Lowther's des 5 of Just yeur), and joint action might take form in 
first instance of insistence on immediate answe 


Should Turkish Government further delay their answer we would consider 
should be told that two Powers will proceed without them, but from 
telegram No, 59 of the 23rd February, it appears that Turkish 

already been appointed. 


Foreign Ogice, February 25, 1911, 





(1768) 
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(7127) No. 241. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Biward Grey.—(Recvived February 26.) 
(No, 65.) 
(Pelographic.) 2. Tehran, February 26, 1911. 

MY telegram No, 49 of 13th February. 

Minister for Foreign Mfrs 
support of Re; f 

His Excellency said that he was sa 
Powors, especially the three neighbours. 

‘As regards ‘Turkey, he said. that assurances of Turkish Grand Vizier and of 
Turkish Ambassador made him hopeful of friendly solution of the frontier difficulty. 
As evidence of British friendly sentiments, he instanced King’s speech and our last 
note about southern roads, and he .d_ sympathetic attitude of His Majesty's 
Legation. 

With regard to Russia, he instanced courtesies shown to Regent on journe 
through Russia, withdrawal of Kazvin troops, arrest and surrender of two robbers 
who hiad fled to Russia. He spoke of the assistance rendered to Persian Government 
by Russian officials in Persia, and expressed his deep gratitude to them. 

It beloved Medjliss and the press to respond and help to consolidate these good 
relations, espocially with neighbouring Powers. 


(7128) No, 242. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeired February 26.) 
(No, 60.) 
(Welegraphie) P. Tehran, ebruary 
TURCO- PERSIAN . Reference to your telegram 
the 25th February. 
here appears to be iio reason to suppose that the frontier commissioner is 
onnwetodl with delimitation, M. Poklewski is of opinion that he is « permanet 


Tt ta not known why he is visiting Tabrows, 





(7164) No. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey (Received Rebruary 27.) 


St, Petersburgh 
4 Purkish Atubassador in confidence last. ¥ 
«l from his Government, instructing: him. to spicions of the 
an Goverment with regard to Turkish policy in Persia. In this telegram Rifaat 
denied that any Turkish troops had he explained their 
sence in tho Urumia districts by the necossit ing Turkish subjects 
cited the ease of a ; ridiculed the idea that. they 
could under any. ci constitute lared that there 
was not a word of truth in the reported i ut, His Excelleney 
concluded by saying that he would discuss the whole matter with M. ‘Teharykow as soon 
ais the latter returned to Constantinople 

When he had finished reading this telegram, ‘Turkhan Pasha expressed the hope 
that Fnigland would remain true to her traditional friendship for Turkey. It was, he 
said, iinpossible to settle the Persian frontier question as long as there was no stable 
Government in that country, but it was absurd to. suppose that Turkey contemplated 
Violating the integrity of Persia, whon that: integrity had been virtually’ guaranteed by 
England and Hus: 

Troplied that we had done more than any other country to show our friendship 
for Turkey during the critical months that ha followed the revolution of 1908, but 
tho services which we had then rendered had hardly met with any recognition. | We 
desired nothing more than to see ‘Curkey strong and independent, but that end would, 
T thought, be easier attained were the Otton nit fo approach such questions 
as that of” the Persian frontier in a more con it, and Were they not to resort 
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to such drastic measures a8 they had employed in dealing with the Christian races 
within the Empire. A policy of conciliation would enable them to devote to the 
development of their internal resources some of the vast sums which they were now 
expending on military armaments. A 

‘On my mentioning to M.Sazonow what tho Turkish Ambassador had said, his 
Excellency told me that his last conversation with Turkhan Pasha had been somewhat 
less strained than his previous ones, but that his Excellency had utterly failed to allay 
his suspicions. 

Thave, &, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(7325) No, 244, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. {Received Pebruary 21.) 


Sir, India Office, Rebruary 2, 1911. 

[ AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to ticknowledge the recoipt of 
your letter dated the 20th , 1911, regarding the reductions of expenditure that 
have been effected at His Majesty's consular establisliments at Meshed, Turbat-i-Haidari, 
and Seistan. 

2, In your letter attention is drawn to the desirability of the general adoption of 
recommendations made by His Majesty's consul in Seisun in favour of a largo 
reduction of the personnel attached to the Persian consulates. As to this Lam to 
observe that, in regard to Meshed and Turbat-i-Haidari, as well as Seistan itself, the 
recommendations have already been acted on, and it seems reasonable to suppose that 
the same course will he found to have been followed in regard to Bushire and the 
consulates in the Persian Gulf, when the further report of the Government of Tndia 

received. In paragraph 4 of tho letter of the Government of 
ovember last, the total reductions at Bushire and the consulaves 
‘The observation 


on of consular posts in Persia, between the Levant and the Ln 
hat the Karl of Crewe has given this subject his most careful considleration, 
hat hee is umable to find hi went with Sir HB, Grey, 
ir C. Hardinge’s letter of 1 1909, stress is Iaid upon the 
nalo-Russian Convention in this connection, While far from under~ 
the value of that instrument, Lord Crewe is not convinced by recent events 
has yet come when Indian interests canbe regarded as so. securely 
established is of other Powers that any reasonable precautions ean safely be 
neglected ; and the hen the advent of German competition is 
threatened in regions which hitherto ‘have largely been supplied by India, and when 
touch hudian interests in many 
nigilarly inopportine for the withdrawal of 
nny posts within the British sphere. 
Jad, Tam to say that, in view of the present impossibility of 
h Indians, even with an Indian officer as consul-general andl 
political resident, the protection enjoyed elsewhere by British subjects, Lord Crowe 
could not contemplate with equaniinity: the substitution of an officer of the Levant 
service, who, whatever his merits, would, from his experience and training, possess no 
experience of Indian feelings and customs; while the policy recently followed: by His 
Majesty's consul at Bussorah—of which Sir ©. Grey found it necessary to express. his 
disapproval—in connection with Mo ral, furnishes an example Of the extent to 
which even au experienced and able officer of that service may fail to appreciate the 
wider interests of India and Great Britain in the Persian Gulf, Whether purely 
British interests, which, in the present state of our relations with Turkey, he any 
better served by a reduction in the establishinent of His Majesty's ropresentati 
Bagdad, is not a question for the Secretary of State for India, Bat Tam to invite 
attention to the letters on this subject from successive consuls-generat which are 
already in the n of your department, and to the information recorded in 
Mr, Lorimer’s summary for April to May 1910, ‘section 9 (7), to the effect that Nazim 
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Pasha had complained to the Turkish Government of the size of the British residency, 
and had recommended that steps be taken to obtain the abolition of the British post 
office and the removal of the residency’ guard and of the R.LMLS. “ Comet.” 

6 As regards the incidence of expenditure at Bagdad (vide ante-penultimate 
paragraph of Sir Charles Hardinge’s letter above quoted), I am to enclose a 
memorandum, from which it will be seen that, despite the intention of the agreement 
of 1900 the effect of that instrument has been to throw on Indian revenues in respect 
of Persia and ‘Turkish Arabia an excess charge which more than covers the expenditure 
on the Bagdad Residency. 

7. While therefore Lord Cre anxious than Sir B. 
expenditure, hie is strongly of opinion that in the present conflict of inten 
inlerests in the Midlle Kast this eannot he regarded as the paramount consideration 

am, &. 
R. RITCHIE, 


Enclosure in No. 244. 
Memorandun. 


tly been brought to notice that, owing to causes which it is perhaps 
ary 35 in this connection, the agreement of 1000, which was intended 
«lise diplomatic and consular expenditure in Persia 
between Buglind and India, left India as a matter of 
considldrablo portion of that expenditure, ‘That this is the ease can be seen fro 
follo) payments and reeoiptsof the two Governments in. respect of 
1907, y ypoct of which the accounts have heen finally adjusted :— 





Inia. Foreign Oftice. 


Persia £ | Peria— 
Ontlay iu Ponda 4 Outlay in Persia 
‘Addl contribution to Foreign Onien ‘Add refuad to 
inv respect of Porsia in 1907-8 respect of WOT=K, paid in 
OL setae ett Sine 


Deduct refund by Foren Oiiee 
tn 1900-10) eee TU Deduet contribution by. Thin 
0.802) OMice ju ays 
‘Vorkiah Arabia= 
‘uly in Turkish Arabia (not n= Warkish Arabia— 
cluding Kovwelt) ni atlay: Arabia 
‘Adi conttibution to Boveiga Oi ul 
in 1007-K insoapectot Iuasora Add payuent 
respect of Mr. 


Hialuet refunt hy Poreien Ofioe 
iy 1900-10 in respect of Mr, Deduct contribution from India 
Gaskin eahat 3 ‘ice in respect of Bussorab, 


‘Total net oxpendituce in, Persia ‘otal et expeuiture in Persia 
‘ani Turkish Arabia; E ‘and Turkish Arabia a 


Bxeess borne hy India lone, 9,588, 





+ Civif estimates, 1907-8, 


Pat differently, it may be said that, in effect, and contrary to the intention of the 
agreement, the whole of the diplomatic and cousular expenditure in 
nd « portion (2.4021, in 1907-8) of that in Persia falls upon India alone. 
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{7412} No. 245. 


aa Sir G. Barelay to Sir Haward Grey. —(Received February 27.) 
0, 691 
(isogenic P, Tehran, February 27, 191, 

INTERNATIONAL syndicate. 

In reply to your telegram No. 89 of the 25th February, I have the honour to state 
that Tam informed by Lynch’s agent that he has reported nothing to. his. principals 

on making hia posit dtatament to ane; dbtaile of which hove elveudy,telugrapied, 
except that the Persian Government have given « written undertaking to Mr, Osborne 
that, pending the conclusion of the negotiations with him, no concessions would be 
granted to anyone, 

This report had already reached me, but I did not give it credene: 

In the meanwhile, Uhave approached Minister for Foreign Affairs, who reiterated 
the assurances that he had already given us. His Excellency categorically denied that 
Cieto war acb ant anvtavtalicy aa Ciel ollereal andl eavadithnty almovehy ie ued 
of a an discussed with Mr, Osborne, nothing whatever in writing. had 
passed, 

During ai to-day with the Regent, M. Sabline alluded to the rumours 
respecting the schemes of the international syndicate. Nasr-uleMulk stated that 
Mr. Oshorne had written to what appeared to him visionary. 
proposals. 

‘The Regent begged M. Sabline to assure Russian Minister and myself that he 
would take tio action whatever in any such matters without the knowledge of the two 
legations. No more “ cachotteries” would be allowed in the future, 





(5180) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 


Confidential.) 
Foreign Ogice, February 27, 1911. 

1 HAVE received your despateh No. 5, Very Confidential, of the 23rd ultimo, 
relative to the rumoured disturbances at the fields of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
last spring. 

Teoncur in the view shared by you and His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire 
as to the inadvisability of revi jou, and have to inform you that n 
of any kind will be take 

Tam, &e. 
i, GREY, 





(5185) 
Foreign Office to Mesers. P'. C. Strick and Co. 


Gentlemen, ‘oreign Office, Mebruary 27, 1911. 

WITH reference to Mr. Strick’s visit to this office on the 7th instant, to discuss 
the question of the trade iu red oxide from the Islaud of Hormnz, 1 am directed by 
Secretary Si to inform you that ho has received, in an official despatoh 

1's Minister at ‘Tehran, a copy of the agreement entered into by your 
firm with the Persian Goyernment on the 17th November last, in connection with the 
sale of that mineral, 

As you are alread i pable to adduce proof of 
their contention that M the deposits of red oxide on 
Hormuz expire? previous to the date of his contract with Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co,, 
while Mu his side, ble, or unwilling, to show that this concession 
is still . 
Your firm are bound, by the terms of article 12 of the agreement, reforrod 
to, to undertake full respousibility for any layful claim which Messrs, Weir 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co. may have against the Persian Government or against Mu 
under the contract between Messrs. Weir and the latter, while His Majesty's Govern- 

[1768] 28 
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ment, on their part, are pledged to make every effort to preserve from injury the 
interests nequired by those British firms under that instrument. 

Sir B, Grey accordingly feels that Messrs. Weir and Ellinger haye the right to 
be aware of their true position with regard to their claim, and he accordingly proposes 
to inform those firms of the existence of the article referred to. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





praan) 248, 
Edward Grey.—(Reeeied February 28.) 


Washington, February 16, 1911. 
"WITH reference to my despatch No. 42 of the Lith instant, regarding the 
jal advisers lent to the Persian Government, I lave the honour to 
roport that in this morning's papers the following appointments, in addition to that of 
Mr. Schuster as ‘Treasnrer-Cieneral, are announced :— 


“Frank §, Caitns tobe Director of Taxation, Mr. Cairns is now Director of 
Customs at the port of Hoilo, Philippine Islands. 
Colonel C, La MeCaskoy, Acting Depuly Swrveyor at Now York, to1be Inspector of 
the Provi 
RW anil accountant of New York, to be in charge of auditing 
and accounting, 


(Confidential) 

In rogard to Mr, Schuster, information has heen obtai from two 
different sources, which inay be of interest as illustrating his character, and indicating 
the kind of difficulties which may await him if he should nnfortunately attempt to play 
& part in Persian polities, Ho is described as a man of considerable force of eh 
amd unquestioned integrity. He seems to he also rather unbending in temper and 
rigid in methods, He enforeed the customs a the Philippine Islands 
{astringeney which occasionally lecame vexatious, and certainly rendered him unpopular. 
Ho is said to have also taken up the eudgels for the native with a vigour which caused 
some little embarrassment to the administration, and which would appear to have led 
to his returw home. Tf these accounts be true, he is one of those persons with. whom 
iv will he necessary to deal tactfully from the outset, so as to guide any laudable wish 
ho may evinee to protect the interests of the native Persians into channels consistent 
ith the dosiro of His Majesty’s Government to attain the same object by well chosen 
nothodls suitable to Oriental conditions 

Thave, &e. 
JAMES BRYCE, 





(7647) No, 249. 
Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, Rebruary 28, 1911, 


(Contidentielle,) 

MALGRUE les assurances eatdgoriques et népstées par lesquelles le Gouvernement 
ture a répondu A tontes les réclanations que, accord Je Gouvernement 
britannique, nons Ini avons adressées concernant ses empiitenments sur le territoire 
porain dans lo district (Ourmiah, cette question en est restée aut méme point 

Selon nos renseignements, hon seulement les troupes turques nont pas été 
retirdes, mais ces derniors temps leur nombre a été méme augment’; des postes 
tures continuent lene péndtration et ace ivemont fe Lae d’Ourmiah du 
midi annord. 

Souvent sur les points occupés s’établit tune administration tarque, elle y collecte 
Jos impats, fonde des écoles, constr je agit comme en 
torritoire ture: 

Bn plus, nous avons appria de be 
Gouvernement ture a adress 
gure di 


’\ quelque temps le 
1 déclaration qui ne laisse 
finitive des parages envahis. 
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Ty est dit que la Turquie n'a aucune vue agressive sur la Perse, mais quo les points 
‘oceupés constituent pour la Turquie une nécessité stratégique contre la Russie, 

Ces informations et celles qui concernent les efforts tentés par les organisations 
panislamiques en Turquie en faveur d’ime union entre les soctes nites vt schiites 
prouvent au Gouvernement Tiypérial que la répétition de simples. réclamatior 
adresser de nouveau au Gouvernement tre n’ambnerait 4 aucun résultat 

Tl nous parait, en outre, qu’avant tout il serait urgent de se rendre compte 
exactement de l'état de choses tel qu'il est, Dans ce but nous pensons qu'il y aurait 
lien de revenir an projet, avril dernier, le Gouvernement britannique avait 
donné en principe son adhésion—d'une commission mixte composée de représentants 
anglais et russes agissant de concert avec des représentants tures ct persans—et s'il le 
faut sans enx, chargés d'étudier et d'établir sur place le réel état de choses et de créer 
ainsi une base pour toute action future 

aujourd’hui définitivement décidé 
ement pour effet de faciliter ce projet. 

‘A Vépoque oft ce dernier avait surgi, le Gouvernement. ture s'en montra fort 
troublé et y répondit en joignant & des déclarations tout A fait rassurantes la pridre 
a'y rononeer. Ces déelarations praissent alors, on effet, avoir été suivies de quelques 
mesures turques destinées i ralentir Vac que ln péndtration 
systématique semble avoir ropris son cours, Ia mesure proposée se présente, dans 
Popinion du Gouvernement Impérial, comme urgente et la seule indiquée et possible, 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
lo 28 février, 1911. 





[7554] 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived February 28.) 
(No, 70.) 


(Telegraphic) Re Tehran, February 28, 1911. 
SOUTHERN roa 


Goods ea both robberies reported in my despatch No. 22 have beon 
recovers, butsince then there have beet tio further robberies on 22nd February 
north of Shiraz, aud reports from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz are far from roassuring, 

Thave urged Persian Government to expedite dispatch of force from Shiraz, whore 

nuist_now be aver 4,000 troops, to punish robbers and recover stolen property, 
also pressed them to hasten Gov ieneral’s arriv 





(7588) 
Treasury to Foreign Ofice.—(Received March 1.) 


Sir, Troasury Chambors, February 28, 1911. 

TUHAVE: 16ii bofdre\ ths’ Tord Cotumtanionars ob Tle: Mojsecyai Craiiiey 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 7th instant aud the enclosed copies of orreapouon 

to proposal to entrust to His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah the duty of surve 
the country from Dizful to Burujird, in South-Western Persia, with a view to the 
construction of a railway between those two places, which would form a 
section of the projected line from Mohammerah to Julfa. 

In reply, Iam to request you to inform Scoretary Sir K, Grey that my Lords 
authorise the chare to Imperial funds of half the expenses involved in the execution 
of this proposal, such share being limited to 3001, in all, 

Tam, &e. 
GH. MURRAY, 














Messrs. Elinger and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received March 1.) 


28, Ozford Street, Manchester, February 
to your letter of the 3lst ultimo, we note Sir George Barclay 
would be possible for the engineers to devote one morning to 





WITH referon 
explanation tha 
































information which they would require in order to make sa 
We beg to express to yourself and to Sir George Barclay our thanks for the 


ion of the ownershi 








when the que: 





‘ded we hope to be it 
out our engineers fo further examine the deposits of minerals on 
land of Hormuz and surrounding districts. 











ELLINGER axp Co, 








Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





Foreign Office, March 1, 1911 
WITH reference to your tolegram No, 68 of the 27th 
India Olfice to instruct Lieutenant Wilson, through Government of India, to 

asiny have consented to bear half expe 








amedtiately, as 



















ler and Co, and Others to Sir Edward Grey—(Recoived March 2.) 





Street, Manchester, March 1, 1911. 
ate of the caravan 





r to adldress you in connection with the 





route betwoon Shiras 
Wo bey to draw your attention to our Ie 
‘e doubts as to the re 
stated to have bee 
of the caravan routes, 
As regards the general qu 
taking, or have wxprossed th 
of Ilis Majesty's Government, Fans to ste 
consideration with «view to \leterm 








fer of the 4th January, 1911, in which 
ney of the reports of 

Government for the security 
anuary, stated that 

sian Governm 








reply to our letter, 
s which the Pe 

intention of taking, in consequence of the representa 
present the object of 

fe calculated to meet the cas 



































p regret to say that 
robberies on the Sh 
ion, and that it is reported that 340 bales of pie 
soine at Dehbeed, und tho alanee, y 
wiforms us that 280 
arpets from the 





-graphic advies of very serious 
legram says that the roads are in bad 

















produce, comprising 
wz have been stolen, 
est news that we have had from 











We have advice that towards the end of Jan 
some to guard the road and th 
had ample time to hai 

r when very large hodies of troops must be in the nei 

ies. If it should prove to be the case that these troops 
ilourliood of the disturbe 

















were actually wi 
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situation all the more serions, as it would tend to prove that these troops are either 
incompetent or are themselves implicated in the robberies, 

With regard to the 280 packages of Persian produce robbed in the outlying 
districts of Shiraz, we understand that this district was under the protection of the 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and here again it would seem that the measures taken are absolutely 
inadequate for the purpose of maintaining orde 

On the 13th January the measures reported to have been wken by the Persian 
Government were having your careful consideration, with a view to determine whether 
they were calculated to meet the case, and we feel assured that these last, and most 

is robberies will have considerable influence in enabling you to come to an early 
n on this point. 
In this connection we may say that the comparative absence of serious robberies 
during December and have been due to the intensely severo weather 
prevailing in Persia this winter and the unusually heavy’ falls of snow, and that 
ty from disorder has not been due to such measures as the Persian Covernment 

have taken. 
No doubt it is true that Sir G, Barelay's reports appear 
being made by the Persian 
































» show that an offort is 
iovernment to carry out some measures to obtain security 
on the trade routes, but though ample time has now elapsed for these efforts to have 
had full effect, a worse state of 1 now than ever before, 

About a month ago the 1 (the new Governor of Shira”) and the 
et-eil-Dowleh left. Bushi 




















to proceed to Shi 
‘ot reached that city, but it seems to be 
early apparent that even with considerable bodies of troops on the way down from 
ahon to Shiraz, and with the new Shiraz Governor and the Soulet-ed-Dowleh eithor 
in Shiraz or close at hand on the way up, there is neither sufficient influence or 
force to prevent wholesale brigantage, and we very greatly hope that you will bo able 
to hold out some prospect that this state of affairs will not be allowed to continue, 


We are, &c, 
PH. ZIEGLER ann Co, 
H. ©, DIXON axp Co, 
HUSSEIN AGHA, Manaying Director, 
(Vor Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons, Limited.) 


























(7688) No, 255, 
Messrs. 0, Strick and Co, to Foreign Office —(Recoived March 2.) 





Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 

Sir, Marol 1, 1911 
WE beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 27th ult 

to Mr. Strie 

like 

he 





10, which, owin 
ing engaged in a Board of Trade enquiry at Manchester, which 
to continue until the end of this week, only came under his notice t-day 
Il reply to it early next y 
In the meantime, he presumes you will not communicate cither to Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co. or to Messrs, Ellinger and Co, any of the terms of the contract existing 
between the Persian Government and oursel 


















&e, 
(For Frank C. Strick a1 o., Limited), 
RANK C. STRI 











{7706} 






(Received March 2, 





Tehran, March 2, 1911 
Tof the tst March, 
your telegran to St. Petorsbu 
ble to jude what language L sh 


mn N 
reply th 
sun therefore 









No. 68 of the 21st Febr 
hold on th y to M. Powlowsky. 


You speak, 1 notice, of the Dizful-Burnjird survey, though’ this latter place lies 
within the Russian 
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(7762) 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 2.) 


.) St. Petersburgh, March 2, 1911. 

YOUR telegram No. ebruary : ‘Turco-Persian frontier. 

In an uide-ménvire just received Minister for Foreign Affairs notes with pleasure 
your aeceptance of his proposal. As regurds your suggestion that we should in first 
instance immediate reply t coumnnication of 16th May, his Excellency 

an Ambassador at Constantinople telegraphed on 2ist June a 
n ow the subject by ‘Nurkish Minister for Foreign Affairs. Th 
ler than that made by ‘Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
wther in conversation reported in his Excellency’s despatch No. 395, hut 
virtually corresponds to it. 

Ministor for Foreign Affairs considers this declaration of ‘Turkish Minister for 

ign Affairs tmust_ be regarded ‘communication, and that 
consequently it would he bet estion of a further reply, but renew our 
proposal for dispatch of a commission. yp would in his opinion be amply 
justified by reports, whieh cs pation of fresh positions by 
Nurkish troops and of everei ed by then in districts already 
occupied, (Enid of Lt.) : 

. Sazonow save ie to understand conversation which T a 
with him, that the military authori idlering the question, and that, 
before taking any definite action in the matter, he would await the result of their 
deliberations, 





(7554) No. 258, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 


HIS Majosty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his con 
plimonts to the Persian Minister and, with reference to the conversation which he had 
with Mr, Mallet on the 27th ultimo, in the course of which he stated that the roads in 
Southern Persia wore now quite safe, has the honour to inform hin that, according to 
4 tolegram from Ilis Majesty's Minister at Tehran, dated the 28th February, two 
furthor robberies took plice on the 22nd February to the north of Shiraz, and the 
reports furnished by His Majesty's consul at that pkico respecting the situation are far 
from reassuring, 


Roreign Ofice, March 2, 1911. 





[7588] No. 259. 
Koreign Osice to Tnitia Office. 


Sir, 

WITT roference to the letter from thi 
proposed survey of the t jected Mobiammerah 
Railway, [ann divectey ry § trey vou herewith copy 

charge to Imperial funds of half the 

expensns scheme up to a sum of 300! in all, 

Thave accordingly to request that His Majesty’s consul at Mohiammerah may be 
furnishod with instructions, through the Gover 
consul-zenoral at Bushire, to proceed with the wor 


LOUIS MALLET. 
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(7706) No. 260. 


Sir Edward’ Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 

(No. 65.) 

(Pelegraphic:) P. Foreign Office, March 3, 1911. 
IZFUL-BURUJIRD survey, Your telegram No, 71 of the 2nd March, 
Lieutenant Wilson will be given to understand that he should only survey aa 

far as Khoremabad, and that he should not enter Russian sphere. (See SiG. 

Buchanan's telegram No, 48 of the 22nd February, my reply No. 69 of 

23rd February, and his telegram No. 49 of the 24th February.) 





{7762} No, 261. 


ms Sir Bdvoard Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
71.) 
phic.) P, Poreign Office, March 3, 1911. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, Your telegram No. 52 of the 2nd March, 
Course proposed has my approval, aud I should be prepared, as soon as the Russian 
Government are ready to inviting the Persian and ‘Turkish Goyeruments, to 
‘appoint officials to accompany our respective consular off 





No, 262, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived Marel 4.) 


B. Telivan, March 4, 1911, 

TN continuation of my telegram No, 66 of the 26th February, Lhave the honour 
to report that Refik Bey, the Turkish commissioner, left Tabrowz on the Ist March for 
Soujboulak. 

Majesty's consul that us at present arranged 
ed as fir ax Moliammerah anc turn vid 
Bagdad to his post. sul to under 
that commissioner was expected to draw up a detailed report on his journey i Persia, 
Refik E it to Tubreez appears to have had us its immediate object to arrange 
with the Turkish consul-general to act as his i Hi the Persian authorition 
at Tabreos in order to effect: a more speedy settlement of frontivr incidents, und to avoid 
reference to Const 
His Majesty's consul at Tabreez learns from Turkish consul that. commissioner will 


pe Bussoraly, but that he did not make any mention of visiting Mohimmorab during 
his journe 





No. 263, 


Sir Edward Groy to Count Benckendor{f. 


Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents hie 


ments fo the Russian Amba the honour to state that he his carefully 

ication handed by his Excellency to Sir A, Nicolson on the 

timo, in which it is sugiested that, in view of the continued encroachments by 

on Persian territory, Great Britain and Russia should revert to the proposal 

them to the Turkish Government in April Inst, that w mixed commission 

composed of British and Russian members, acting in co-operation with ‘Turkish nnd 

Persian representat necessary, without these latter, should proceed to the 
Spot to ascertain the facts in order to afford a basis for future action, 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to inform Count Benckendorft that this proposal had, 

the receipt of the communication under reply, been conveyed by the Russian 

Minister for Foreign Affairs to. His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, who 
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reported it to His Majesty’s Government. in reply, addressed on the 
3rd instant a telegram to Sir G. Buchanan, instructing him to inform M. Sazonow that 
His Majesty's Government agree to the course proposed, and are willing, whenever the 
Russian Government are ready, to join them in inviting the Turkish and Persian 
Governments to appoint officials to accompany the British and Russian consular officers 
selected for the task, 


Foreign Ofice, March 1, 1911. 




















(8042) No, 261. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Cirey.—(Received March 5.) 





(No. 73: 
(Telearaphic.) Ry Tehran, March 5, 1911, 

MY telegram No, 63 of 24th February. 

Regent attended Medjliss yest nd took oath, Before doing so he again 
J members on functions of Parliament. He said that people in Tehran aud in 
provinces oxpected him to put everything right. ‘This showed a misapprehension of 
his position. By constitution Cabinet responsibility to Medjliss was proper agency for 
this, ‘This was as it should be; he did not ask for further powers. Tt was for him to 
appoint Prime Minister acceptable to a majority of the Medjliss, and if they gave 
‘and his Cabinet, 


anyony further powers it should be to Promi ae 
Unvvilling to prolong present uncertain situation, le had come to Medjliss in order 
ted Support of all cla 
































to take oath, hat he must insist on whole-h a Personal 
animosities must be sunk, If in this respect matters did not improve he could not 





















ndefinitely renin a spectator of ‘ion detrimental to the country. ‘This is 
generally regarded as a clear inti jat he will resign iu contingency indicated. 
Alter taking oath, Reyent stated that, in accordance with the wishes of the 





majority, he had entrusted Sipuhdar with formation of a © 
lay its programme before the Medjliss 





binet which would shortly 









No, 265. 


(8124) 





Sir 0. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. (Received March 6.) 





(No. 87, Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Stockholm, 
WITH referonce to iny des of the 7th January ¢ 
employment of Swedish of T have the hon 
18th instant Count das Twas by illness 
Lord Kilmarnock took my Connt Taube told him that he wished to speak quite 
frankly and confidentially on the subject mentioned above, He was extremely 
‘anxious to make suire whai wore tho real views of His Majes nmont with regard 
to tho question, and whether it would be more age in any way if the 
Swodish Government refused the request of the Pers His Excellency 
laid marked emphasis on his desire to. avoid taking hh might prove 
embarrassing to His Majesty's Govorament in Persia, and expressed the hope that y 
Sir, would inform him qui what course you would prefer him to adopt. 
was well aware th 
they had no obj 
Minister in Tondon had form 
to the British Government if § sion boing 
correct, his Excellency hoped that you would tell him so frankly and vwithout resery 
The same day I telegraphed privately t Sir A. Nicolson, informing hin of whi 
Connt Taube had said, and on the 23rd [received a private letter from Sir A. 
ring me to correct the impression which appeared to prevail here, that His \ 
Government. were opposed to the employment of Swedish officers in Persia. 
Count ‘Taube of what Sir AW Nicolson had: written, alding that His 
able to answer as to the employment of the officers 
concerned Russia than ourselves, 
ube, and uderstood from him that the Russian 
had no objection to the employment of the officers 


-y 27, 1911. 






of the 







































































Majesty 
in North 





Government had replied that the 
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jn South Persia, but they had made no observation as to their employment in the 
north, 

Count Taube now proposed to telegraph to Paris, in order to inform the Persian 
Minister there that he would raise no objection to the employment of the officers if he 
were satisfied as to the conditioas under which they would be employed. He asked me 
what was the attitude of His Majesty's Government as to the increase of the customs 
duties in the south in order to provide pay for the proposed gendarmerie. I said that 
T did not think that His Majesty's Government could consent in advance to any such 
proposal, and recommended him to make quite sure that the Persian Government 
would be responsible for the payment of the officers without any conditions as to the 
source of such payment. 

He promised to inform me of the result of his negotiations, 

Applications have been received from at least twenty officers in the Swedish army, 
mainly, I believe, in consequence of the national delight in adventure. It will he 
possible to obtain a high class of man, and, judging from: the friendly terms on which 
Sweilish officers appear to be with English anilitary men when on a visit here, I should 
think that the officers would get on well with Englishmen in Persia. 

Thave, &e, 
COM, SPRING-RICE, 























P.S. March 1.—Sinee writing the above T have seen Count ‘Tanbo again, who tolls 
me that the Persian Minister in Paris is absent, and that he is still without an answer 
from the Russian Government as to the employment of the officers in North Persia, 
He proposes to make a condition that the officers are only to be employed in the south, 














{8111} No. 266, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received March 6.) 
(No. 141.) 
Sir, Pera, March 1, 1911, 








54 of the 27th ul id No, 48 of tho 
4 Turkish frontier commissioner at Tabroe 
luded to, Colonel Reflk Boy, is a Mir Ala 
0. 
en appointed as frontier commissioners by 
a Bey, whose district. extends from Khoi 
and the other, Refik Bey, whose zone continues from Passwa southwards, 
Seol, in reporting the arrival of the first of these officers at Van in lust 
ated that he complained greatly of the inadequaty teans at his disposal 
ing 200 miles of frontier, but made no mention of any question of frontior 
ation, and it appears that both are merely appointed to wate th frontier ine 
ave, 





WITH reference to your telegram No. 

23rd Febraary relative to the arrival 

have the honour to report that the ofl 

who was in the general staff office a ve 
Tt would two officers have b 

the Turkish Government, one, Colonel Ali R 























Capta 
November, 











GERARD LOW'PHER, 





[8302) No. 267, 


i. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey. ‘eceived Mai 6. 
ee uy ard Grey.—(Reecived March 6.) 
(telegraphic) DP. 
REFERENCE to my telegram No. 61 of the 
Tam informed by M. Powlewsky that further me 
Galesh tribe responsible for the recent outrage on Russ 
Two cossacks reported missing at the 
stand, found later to have been mu 


Teliran, March G, 19M. 
nd February, 

65 will be taken to punish the 
n troops. 
oP he origtral idan we 








Lunder- 












(1768) 







































































164 






[8311) No, 268. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 6.) 


(No. 76.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, March 6, 1911. 
AILWAYS. Wilson's survey. 





References to your telegram No, 66 of the Srd March and to Colonel Cox's telegram 
to Government of India of the sth Mareh, 

T trust that, in view of His Majesty's 
allowed to proceed to Burujird as an i 
aat the limits of the neutral sphere, 





consul-general’s telegram, W: 
inary traveller, although terminati 





on may be 
his survey 




















(8041 29, 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay, 

(No. 67.) 

(Pelegraphic,) P. 
NURCO-PERSIAN 5 

nt Wilson should be instructed to report aud watelr proceedings of 

issionor, but all uppearaice of interference should be avoided. 





oreign Office, Mareh 6, 1911. 
















(7709) No. 270. 





Rorvign Ofice to Mesars. Ziegler and Co. 









Gentlemen, I 

TAM directed by S Sir Euwward G 
letter of the Ist instant id by Messrs. HL 
Ali \kbar anil Sons (Li 
Tspahan. 

Tam to inform you, iy, that Sir E. Grey has 
Minister atVolvan 0 Wlegraphic teport of to further rol 
timo to the north of Shiraz, which are presi: 
paragraph of your letter, | Si 
outrages he Pai 


ign Office, March 
9 acknowledge th 
Dixon and Co. 
















ved from His Maje 
committed on the 22 
those referred to in the third 
os that on the receipt of news of these 
nit to expedite the dispatch of a force from 
000 troops, to pnnish the robbers and recover 
pressed them to lusten the arrival of the 






















has a 
‘al at Shira. 

officers destined for the repression of disorder on 
idyamd Sir B, Grey feels that till it is in working order 
and the olfects of its activity are Seen it would be premature definitely to assert that 
the measures taken by the Persian Government to restore order in Fars have been 
proved to be inadequate. 

A foreign ollic 
‘Wehran for Shira Ath January furnished with adequate instructions to 
undertake the work of orgnising the gendarmerie, which is to consist, it appears, of 
700 men, and sum of $0,000 tomans has been remitted to the Shiraz branch of the 
Linperial Bank of Persia towards the expenses of the proposed force, no part of which 
money will be spent without the consent of this officer, who will keep in the closest 
touch with His Majesty’s cousulate at Shira 

Tam to add that Sir E. Grey hop 

































hat the change of Ciovernment in Persia 


<ouwauent on the appointnent of the new Regent will result in some progress 
am, 





LOUIS MALLET. 













[8381] 





India Office to Foreign Ofice (Received March 7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 3rd March, 1911, relative to Lientenant Wilson and the Dizful- 
Burnjird survey. 


India Office, March 6, 1911. 








Enclosur 0, 271. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 
hic.) P. India Ogice, March 3, 1911, 
your telegram dated the 21st January, 1911, Instructions should be given to 


Wilson to proceed as soon as possible with survey between Dizful and Burujird, but 
not to go beyond Khorremabad. Half of total 300L, paid by ‘Treasury, 








(8420) No. 2 


Messrs. Dizon and Co, to Si 











Ldward Grey.—(Received March 7.) 


Princess Street, Manchester 
g to thank you for your letter of the 4th instant. W 
re unable tolheld out some prospect of a settlement of 0 
Persian Government, 

We have information that the new Shiraz Governor, the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, has 
succeeded in recovering threw years’ arrears of taxation inthe south of Persia from the 
Tongi fo, anil ae baller that. ny: haw alo neoovero ctl arruise ot tosntien 
from other chiefs between Bushire and Shiraz, We do not doubt. that along with the 
ordinary taxes. the new governor will be collecting any claims’ for robbery that. the 
Central Administration in’ Tehran have against the diflérent tribal chiefs, and we fear 

tthe Persian Govern y recovering. from the chiefs the amounts 
of these various elaims, and uot. handing thon over Ww tis Majesty's Minister i 





Mareh 6, 1911, 
regret, however, 
aims on the 







































circumstances we hope that very strong: pressure will be brought to 
us cannot be satistied in full, we trust some substantial instalment will 





We are, &e, 
H 





3. DIXON avn Ci 








(8446) No. 273. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Groy.—(Received March 1.) 
(No. 77.) 
(Helegraphic.) R. 
MY despatch No. 22 of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that three Swedish officers for gondurmerie 
have been selected, but 1 gather there may be soue delay before arrangements for 
their coming are complete, 


Tehran, Mareh 7, 1911. 





id February. 

































[8448] 
Sir. Barclay to Sir Bi ,—(Received March 7.) 
(No. 78) sg : 
(Pelegeaphic.) R. Tehrain, March 7, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 46 of Gril Febroary and my despatch No. 21 of 22nd February. 
Minister for For forms me that the five American financial assistants 
havo been sclected, and will start for Persia shortly. 





(7688) 
Foreign Ofice to Messrs, F.C, Strick and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 7, 1911 

+ LAM directed by Secretary Sir Kaward ( Fledge the receipt of y 
lottor of the Ist instant relative to the working of the deposits of red oxide on the 
Tsland of Hormu: 

With reference to the last paragraph of that comm 

that till a further letter is received from you no. inforn 
contract with the Persian Government vill be conve 
and Co, or Messrs, Ellinger andl Co. 





[7081] No. 276. 
Horcign Office to Messrs, Eltinger and Cv 


Gentlemen, ign Office, March 7, 1911. 
TAM directed by nowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 24h ultino re ‘of the deposits of red oxide on the 
Ishund of Hormuz. 
Tam to inform you, in reply, that His Majesty's Mini Tehran, in accord 
with Sir 1, Grey’s instr ‘uldressed to the Persian Government a note informing, 
then that, unless they could produee proof satisfactory to. His Majesty's Government 
at Muin-ut-u n to exploit th ed before the 
signature of h Messrs, Weir, His. May must continue 
to hold them responsible for any injury to 


their action 
violition of that contract 


ing a contract 
in’s Tease to have 


Grey accordingly enquired by telegraph whether Barclay expected 
ian Government, to make any further explanation, and what kind of proof of 
‘outention he considered that they could prod 
y replied that h n no further information officially, but 
that the Persian Government had informed him privately that, in their o Muin's 
rights undor the firmans of 1895 and 1904 legally expired in 1905, but that as he had 
boon suffered to continne to work the mines, and his rent had been accepted up. till 
March 1110, they felt it right to pay him the value of the oxide which had been 
by him before that date, and of which they had taken 
Sir.G. Barclay could not say what proof the Persian Government could produce of 
their contention that the Tease was revocable at will atafforded by an ass 
taken in virtue of their sovereign rights and in conformity sith 
ith custom, He accordingly proposed to ask for an opportunity to 


spect the different ig on the case, though he did not feel sanguine of 


any useful result from this red 

Sir E. Grey concur = proposal, and Sir G. Barclay made the application, 
but.vwas informed in reply that the Persian Government were not in possession of 
copies of the original lease and ti ad were doubtful whether Muin could produce 
them, as he had not hitherto done so, Tt was in the absence of these documents that 
tho firman of 1904 was granted in confirmation of Muin’s lea 


107 


The present situation therefore is that, while the Persians are not in a position to 
prove their contention, Muin is equally unable to offer evidence in support of bis, 
ince it cannot be supposed that he would neglect to take a step so clearly beneficial 

erests if it were in his power to doso, He has, however, it appears, published 
a pamphlet in support of his case, in which he states that the original Tease given to 
Hajji Jafer Alawi (Malek-ut-Tujjar), from whose heirs it was transferred to himsolf, 

ved 1874, and was for ten years. 

Tam, &e 
W. LANGLEY, 





(8601) 
; Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
No. 68.) 


(Telographic.) _P. reign Office, March 8, 1911, 
ROBBERY of Kay and Hayeock. 


Please telegraph any information you may have. 





{8676} No. 278. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Ofice.—(Received March 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents is compliments to the Under- 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 


h, for the information of the Secretary’ of State, copy of a telegram to Viceroy, 
dated the 3rd March, relative to the Mohammierah escort, 


India Office, March 8, 1911. 


Enclosure in No. 278. 


Viscount Morley to Government af India. 
(Telegraphic.) 
YOUR despatch No. 15 per. 


Retention of Mohammerah escort approved. Moiety of cost will he borne by His 
Majesty's Government up to a limit of 2,015 rupees, 


India Office, March 3, 1911. 





(8740) No, 279, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 9,) 


79.) 

graphic.) Re Tehran, March 9, 1911, 

YOUR telegram No, 68 of Sth March; Robbery from Mossi. Kay aud Hayco 

On hearing of the robbery T addressed a note to Persian Government, urging 
them to send instructions forthwith for punishment of robbers and for recovery of 
stolen property amounting to 1304, adding: that, unless local authorities succeeded. 
in restoring property or paid compensation, I should present a claim to Persiun 
Go 


us for sworn [group omitted: _? list of} item [two groups 
undecypherable] statement of loss, 





(1768) 
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[8890] No. 280. 


Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 
(No. 75.) 
THE Petsian Minister presents his eompliments to the Secretary of State for 
ign Affairs, and has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
ication of the 2nd instant, in which it is stated that two robberies have recently 
taken place to the north of Shiraz, Mirza Mehdi Khan has made enquiries on the 
subject, and has now received « telegram from his Government, informing him that 
soon as these acts of robbery ocemred a force consisting of infautry and cavalry 
‘ie Wan Gispatlied “rom dhe Hilts Hobile ailtary free tol punish he eulpriey ad 
recapture the . ‘The telegram further states that some specie belonging to 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, which was stolen in the neighbourhood of Ispahan, was 
ered within a day, Also one hundred* and two (2) cases of opium, property of 
Mesars. Ziegler and Co. which had been carried away within the boundaries of the 
province of Fars, b aaptured and 
Tu another im which Mirza Mehdi Khan has mn his Goverun 
short account is given of the various steps taken by the Nezaui-es-Salt 
Goyernor-@eneral of Furs, since bis at that province. ‘The Tanguestini rebels 
have bee tresses captured. The port of 
as been taken and rendered secure, A la 
isement of the Boerabaiadi and Behbehian rebels, and 
ines have been taken, 
in Kalward Grey will see that any lawlessness that has taken plice has heen 
promptly and efticiently put down. ‘This in itself is a proof of the efficiency of the 
measures taken by the Persian Government. His Excellency will also see that these 
measures, tnd the fiuct that tl neral of Fars is personally. visiting and 
attendi the most disturbed districts on. his w the tires: prospect 
for the maintenanoe of order and security in the gout 
In conclusion, the Persian Minister desires to assure the Seoretary of State for 
cigh Affairs that the preservation of order and security along the southern trade 
routes, and, indeed, throughout the south, igayes the closest, the 
owt garnet, and the unremitting attention of hi nnment, who have 80 fi 
Sir Edward Grey well knows, spared neither trouble nor expense in this connection, 


Persian Legation, Mareh 8, 190 


(8819) No, 281. 
India Ofice to Morcign Osfic—(Received March 10.) 


Sir, India Ofice, March 9, 1911, 

WITH reference to your letter of the directed by the Se 
of State for India to forward, for the infor retary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, copy of telegrams that have been exchanged with the Government of India 
regurding the employment of Lieutenant Wilson to survey the country between Dizful 
and Khorermabad. 

‘Phe proposal to attack a soldier surveyor to Lieutenant Wilson was first 1 
incidentally hy the Government of India in their nl Febroary, copy 
of which was furnished to your « 28th February, 1911. The cost of 
the surveyor's salary (ishich is es (6x, Sil. for six months) was not 
included in the 300), half of whi iy's Treasury have agreed to hear, and 
Lord Morley trusts that in the ei [. Grey will make a further reference 
to their Lordships the Commissioners. In the meuntime lie has approved the 
appointment of the man. 

Lam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 


© ‘This is mot quite deoypherable io the messagu. 


169 


Enclosure 1 in No, 281, 
‘The Earl of Crewe to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Ofice, March 3, 1911. 

SEE your telegram dated the 21st January, 1911. Instructions should be given to 
Wilson to proceed as soon as possible with survey between Dizful and Burujird, but 
not to go beyond Khoremabad. Half of total 3001. paid by Treasury. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 281. 
Government of India to the Parl of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic.) P. March 4, 1911, 
PL refer to your telegram dated the 3rd March, Soldier surveyor for 
referred to in our telegram dated the 23rd ultimo, is, I understand, included 
in your sanction. Cost for six months would be about 500 rapees, but estimate of 
surveyor's salary will be communicated later, Wilson will defray, out of allotment 
to which sanction has already been given, the other expenses of survey, 





(8871) No. 
Indo-European Telegraph Company to Boreign Oieo—(Received March 10.) 


Sir, 18, Old Broad Strect, London, March 9, 1911, 
REFERRING to your letter of the 8rd May, 1910, and. to our reply of the 
10th May, 1910, we haye to inform you that an unofficial request was lntely received by 
this company from the Russian i. Petersburgh to. submit proposals 
maintenance, and wor Persian telegraph routes within the 
» of influence, to include the Tehran-Khanikin and the Tehran-Meshed 
routes. Thi apparently assumed that the control of the tivo last-named 
routes is, or will be eventually, vested in the Russian Government. 
We have, further, to inform you that with this object we have sent. to 
St. Petersburgh as our representative, for the purpose of supplying the information 
above referred to, Mr. Casey, our late representative in Persia, and superintondent of 
our ‘Tehran station 
Should you wish it, we will instruct Mr, Casey to call upon His Majosty’s 
Ambassador in St, Petersburgh, and give him any information in the matter that nay 
be thought desirable. 
Tam, &, 
?, W. STRATFORD-ANDREWS, 
Managing Director. 





{8818} 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 10.) 


(No. 80.) 
Volegraphic.) _P. Tehran, Maveh 10, 1911, 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia and Persian Goverument. Reference ‘to your 
telegram No, 58, dated the 22nd February, 
Bank manager has received a fresh. Elation for an advance of 120,000 tomans 


from Persian Government, and Nasr-ul-Mulk has begged him to comply with the 
request. 
lis Highness states that Sipaldar’s programme couprises the conclusion ‘of the 

loan, T think, therefore, that we may be assured that loan will be concluded. 

Head office will, I trust, in these circumstances agree to advance the money, 

It would, I think, he politic to impose the condition that the money should be 
employed to ensure payment of the troops at Shiraz if the Board of Directors could 
arrange to insert this clause 
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[8831] No. 284. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 

(No, 81.) 

(accra) R Tehran, March 10, 1911, 
MY telegram No. 79 of 9th March: Robbery from Messrs. Kay and Haycock. 
Victims were uninjured, and left for Europe yesterday, 





[8420] No. 285, 


Sir Bilcard Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
No, 69.) ' 
'elegraphic.) Tt, Foreign Office, March 10, 1911. 
ESSRS. DIXON, of Manchester, learn that new Governor-Ceneral of Shiraz has 

recovered three years’ arroars of taxation from ‘Tangistani chiefs in south, and believe 
that he has also ‘recovered arrears from other chiefs between Bushire and Shiraz, and 
that he will collect from them claims for robberies, 

Is this information correct, and, if s0, is there a chance of recovering auything on 
account of British claims ? 





[8818] No. 286, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


(No, 71) : i 
(Pelographic.) P. Poreign Office, Maveh 10, 1911. 
EDV ANCH to Porian Gover Your telegram No, $0 of the 10th March, 
You might express a hope to yent that some of the money which the bank 
iro prepare to adlvancy will bo dovoted to payment of troops, but it i hardly for them 
to make condition you propose, 


ee 
(8420) No, 287. 
Foreign Office to Mesars. Dizon and Qo. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ogice, Mareh 10, 1911 
TAM directed by Secrotary Sir Kdward Grey to ackuowled 
otter of the Gith instant relative to your ¢ tho Persian Government. 
Tam to inform you in reply that Sir E, Grey has wlegram to His 
’s Minister nt Tehran conveying to him the informat ed in your letter 
48 to the reported action and supposed intentions of the newly appointed Governor- 
General of Wars, and enquiring whether the facts are as stated; and, if 80, whether 
thore . Barclay’s opinion, a chance of recovering any part of the money so 
collected for the satisfaction of British claims. 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(9044) No. 
Lord Grimthorpe to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 


My dear Groy. D, Portland Place, W., March 9, 1911, 
MANY ‘thanks for your letter of the {Sth instant. Whether the Russian 
Government will offer such terms as to make ft worth our while to build the railway 
remains to be seen. If they do, T will not failfto lot you know what they are hefore we 
sign the contract. 
Yours very truly, 
GRIMTHORPE, 
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[9063] No, 289. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 11.) 

(No. 82) 

(Belegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, March 1, 1911, 
SIPAHDAR has formed his Cabinet. Minister for Foreign Affairs retains 

office. 





(9144) No, 290. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Biteard Grey. (Reecived Maveh 13.) 
(No. 15.) 
Sir, Tehran, Rebruary 8, WU. 

T HAVE the houour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No, 7 of the W7th 
ultimo, enclosing extracts from the “Manchester Guardian ” of the 12th January and 
calling for my observa 

to in these extracts is dealt with in Mr. Marling’s despatches 

the 3rd and 11th June last, but as Mr. Marling makes no mention in 

es of the guarantees of Russian protection given to certain Persian 

subjects, on which Professor Browne in his letter to the “ Manchester Guardian ” lays 

articular stress, I have asked my Russian colleague concerning these guarantees, 

M. Poklewsky explains that the Russian colonel sent to arrest Darab Mirae found great 

difficuity in persuading Darab Mirza’s following to desist from thoir attempt to take 

Zenjan, and that he finaly, im order’ to. Indico. them to dispome, tong. higolt 

compelled to resort to the expedient of giving them papers guaranteeing them Russian 
protection 

In reporting his action to my Russian colleague, the colonel urged that no attention 
should be paid to the guarantees he had given, and M. Poklewsky tells me that he knows 
of no single case in which Russian protection has been claimed under these guarantovs, 
M. Poklewsky also tells me that since the mission of the Russian cossacks to Zenjan 

s in that district, though it had formerly been a 


Thave, 
G, BAROLAY, 





[9145] No, 201. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hilicard Grey.—(Received March 13,) 
(No. 16.) 
Sir, 

MORTEZA KULL KHAN 
aassasai 
in Persia from the Vhen His Majesty's Legation was invaded by refugoos in 
July 1906, deputations we -Dowlel, who formulated for them 
the idea, which they had only vaguely formed, of a constitution with the object of 
reform, When the Medjliss was opened ai the end of 1906 he was unanimously chosen 
to bo the President, and only relinquished the post after the assassination of the Atabek 
in August 19¢ 

He has since then been at-yarious ti 
and had been Minister of 
unexpectedly ent down by the hi 
grudge agai 


ister of Finance, Public Works, &e,, 
ce October last, when he was so 
ny who it appears had a personal 


nd hud decidedly German leaning: 
aunch npholder’of Persian independence, and being 
endowed with considerable imagination, he at various tines concvived far-reaching 
ns with the avowed object of freeing Persia from the oppressive attentions of Russia 
and Great Bi His most cherished idea was that of building a railway from 
Mohammerah vid Burujird and Sulta to Tehran, and then io 0 point on the 
Caspian somewhere north of the ar or at Meshedisser, He was also disposed 
nit of all the Persian 

2Y 
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Government's debts to Russia and England, and in fact was so eminently unpractical 
that it was generally recognised that none of his many undertakings were ever likely 
to come to any practical result. i Sales 

‘A preliminary enquiry was held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in the presence 
of a Russian official. ‘The evidence showed that the murderer claimed a sum of 
money from his victim, of which the latter evaded payment, and seems to indicate that 
the murder was committed as an act of vengeance, through many people here think 
that it was for political motives and that Sani-ed-Dowleh’s enemies instigated the 
assassin to remove a political rival. 

‘Whe murderer and his accomplice were subsequently handed over by the Persian 
authorities to the Russian Legation according to treaty, and will be sent to Russia for 
trial and punishment. 

In aceordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No. 38 of the 
Gth, instant, Lconveyed to the Minister for Foreign Alfairs the condolences of His 
Majesty's Government, 

Mohtashem-es-Sultanch as, in reply, requested me to conve, 

‘and to His Majesty's Goverament the siieere thanks of the Imperial Government for 
this expression of sympathy on the sad occasi 





(9146) No, 292. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Reevived March 13,) 


(No. 17.) 
8 Tehran, Pebruary 18, 1911, 
HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No, 3 of the 
1 (298) respecting the chim of Messrs. Schneider against the Persian 
it 
‘There may very possibly have been discreditable features connected with the 
I Mopsrs Bal lain is based, but the claim is not disputed 


ment, who have indeed issued treasury bonds for its ete 
ud 


1 thit ib is a claim ou aecount of goods re by the 
fors from the ordinary run of claims against the P 
rument, which for the most part ae claims on account of looting and robbery, 
iwhiel: have not been admitted by the Persian Government, 
‘There would seem, therefore, good fi Cambon’s contention that 
Messrs, Schneider's claim merits speoial treatment 
certainly be included in, any list. of claims which may be presented to the Persian 
Governinent in connection with w larger loan, should suck a transiction be concluded. 
Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 





(9147) 593 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 


Tevan, February 20, 1911. 

y telegram No. 53 [ mentioned that Nuse-ul-Mulk was exerting himself’ to 

tive anti-Russian fecling in th y.. In his efforts he ig energetically 

who at the 

reply to interpellations ‘regarding the 

and the assassination of Sani-ed-Dowleh 

by Russian subjects, spoke of the cordial co-operation of the Russian Legation with tho 

Persian authorities in dealing with the ils. He added that the responsibility: for 

these abominable acts of terrorism really lay with those w loved Russian outlays, 

and he strongly deprecated their x Government employ as had been the case in 
the past. 
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He stated that the Russian Minister had personally expressed his horror at the 
acts committed by certain Russian subjects, and assured his hearers that they would 
Yeosive adequate punishment in Russia, where they would have to be sent in aetordance 
with treaty 

The Foreign Minister's speech was well received and made a favourable impression. 

I would remark that this is the first time a Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs has 
had the courage to speak in this tone in the Medjliss. 

Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY, 





Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Mareh 13.) 


; Peliran, Rebruary 20, 1911, 
e honour to herein copy of an interesting table which the 
trator-Cieneral of Customs has been s0° good no to send me, showing the 
stoms receipts both in North and South Persia for the first ten months of the year 
ending on the 31st Mai 
Comparing these ith those of the corresponding period of last year, it 

il be seen that in the northern receipts (including those of Kermanshah) there has 
eon an increase of some 19,9172. (2,499,866 krans), while the southern ones have only 
ineceased hy ubout 15,6021, (780,113 kraus). 

You will obsorve that at Bnshire there Hins been a decrease of 12,8182 
(616,941, krans), a fact which is not without interest, in view of the statement male by 
the Persian Government in its note of the 21st October Inst respecting the southern 
road, that the figures at Bushire then showed an increase of 4,001, (200,000 kerans) 
over the corresponding period of the pr 

Thave, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No, 294, 


Tavie showing Customs Receipts for the ton Months of the year Tt-Il 
Ganuary 21, 1911). 


J Hecetts ios dix 
Province, Premiers wis | corgwpondaste | Bn plus Bn moinn 
de Vannée Itt-ll, de if née : 








‘Téhéran (colis postaus) 








To 4 r Erg) 
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(9149) No. 295. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeiced Mareh 13.) 


Confidential.) 


provoking 1 a 

Nasr-ul: ived the foreign representa eparately in private audience 
on the 1th . 1 took the opportunity of to deliver the message of 
welcome and eneonragement contamed in your telegram No. 1 of the 9th instant, for 
which, as T have already reported by telegraph, bis Highness expressed his wanuest 

He spoke very despairingly of ation with which he was confronted, 
as one of complete chaos, He said the absence of a stable major 
ralysed the Government. ‘The present Cabinet was supported by a 
me twenty members, who formed the only party properly so called in the 
5 the rest of the House was split up into little groups divided by personal 
sensions whieh, while wn «another Ministry in poyver, merely served 
to hamper the present Cal edjliss to the palace’ for the 
following day, and would explain to them that for pu r 
jority supporting the Cabinet on tho lines of a definite programy 
and that when the Medjliss was able to tell him. that there was a majority 
the appoittment of a particular Prime Minister, he would take the oath as Regent 
ad would entrust the person who they had selected with the task of forming a 
Cabinet, 

‘The meeting of the Medjliss at the palace took place on the 12th instant, Nasr- 
ul-Mulk lectured then on the-above lines, emphasising the necessity of forming regular 
parties with detinite progranmes, and further gave them a clear intimation that it 
would he better that they should not waste time in unprofitable discussions of inter- 
national Jute politique, Me said that he had given audience to all the foreign 
ropresentatives, and had satisfied himsolf that Persia had the sympathy of all the 
Powors, and c er two great neighbours. ‘Tho Medjliss therefore 

Al_haye no: preoccupation on the gn relations, 

On the 16th instant the Medjliss sent -an- unsatisfactory reply to Nasr-ul-Mulk, | 
understand that they informed his Highness that they Were ready to support the 

vnuient in dealing with certain dificult problems now before the eo i 

with the “root of terrorian.” in. the capital—an allusion to the | 

ucasian clement which has recently ised its presence by the 
Sani-cd-Dowleh, Minister of Finance, 1 the hope th 
would in duo course entrust the forming. of i 
confidence of the House. 

nee this reply of the Med ulk fas informed Mr, Churchill that the 
“Demoorats”—or, as he often styles them, the" noisy minority” —who support the 
present Ministry, have. produced ‘amme which his Highness. describes 
visionary. ‘The remainder of the House, known as the " Moderates,” have signed their 
hamies to an engagement to stand by & er, but have formulated. no. programme: 
"Vhoy have selected Sipalidar as the ate for the premiership, but different 
groups have proposed different candidates for the other Ministries. Although the 
Malet Aaa dotiared’ elf foe Sioalias, whol ia undoublaily fay 
Mulk, lis Highness is not satisfied, The failure to produce a pr 

pt to. dic on of the Cabinet shows a mi 

ictions of the 
‘on these points. 

our to bring about the formation of a solid group of 

carry on the functions of a true parliamentary majority and support 
will form his own ~arry on the 

c by interference in 


Thave, & 
BARCLAY, 
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[9150] No. 296. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 13.) 


) 

A Tehran, February 22, 1911, 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 36 of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to 
rt that at its meeting of the 2nd February the Medjliss voted unanimously for the 

laries of the American financial experts, a list of which is annexed, 

Considerable enthusiasm seems to have been sliown on the occasion, but 1 believe 
some doubts are privately felt as to how far, in view of language difficulties and the 
Oriental methods of the Persians, the American type of character will adapt itself to 
the task of effecting drastic reforms with due regard to native prejudices and traditions, 

In any case, it is to be hoped that the Americans will follow the example of the 

ans already employed in the country in steering a tactful middle course between 
solicitude for the independence of Persia and deference to the political interests of the 
neighbouring Powers. 


To 
sal 


Thave, &c, 
G 


BARCLAY. 


losure in No. 206, 
List of Salaries of American Pinancial Experts, 


THE Treasurer (a man recommended by the Prosident of the United States), 
2,001. per annum, and travelling expenses for him and his family, 

‘Phe Inspector, 1,000, per annum (9,000 dollars), 

Phe Accountant, S00. per annum (4,000 dollars), 

‘The Director of the Department of Direct ‘Taxation, 142002 per annuin (6,000 
dollars). 

‘An Inspector to act also as Assistant of the above-mentioned Director, 1,002, per 
annum (3,000 dollars). 

‘The contracts will be for three years. 





(9151) No, 207. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(No. 22) 
Sir, Tehran, February 22, 1911. 
SINCE my despatch No, 7 of the 28rd ultimo, there have been only two robberies 
on the Bushire-Ispahun road—one near Koomisheh on the 13th instant, and one on the 
18th instant, 8 miles south of Shiraz, Ih the former, no British goods were involved 80 
far as 1 know, and the stolen property was promptly recovered. In the latter, 
Messrs, Ziegler have lost goods valued’ av 1,000 tomanis, but the Deputy Governor of 
Shiraz is reported to be displaying some energy, and is sunyuine of recovering the loot, 
The comparative immunity from disorders on the road has thus continued up to 
date, Tt remains to be seen how far the forces sent to Shiraz will bo able to cope with 
the situation when the advent of warmer weather renders more easy the operations of 
the robbers. : 
joned in my despatch No. 7 of the 23rd ultimo, 
nition left Ispalian for Shiraz on the 25th January, but 
the forees which have already reached Shiraz, some 2,000 men, are reported to be giving 
some trouble, no arrangements having been mude for their pay. A consignment. of 
specie for the Imperial Bank's branch at Ispahan is held up at Shiraz, as the local 
authorities are unable to furnish a yuand, owing evidently to the troops being unpai 
Tam urging the Pers to remit money to Shitaz, but they bave no funds, 
and the hnperi 3 up pending the formation of a new Cabinet, or the 
appointment of « Miui et» succeed Sani-ed-Dowleh, 
General Naletta is reported to be detained at Kashan, fearing to proceed further, 
as the road from that town to Ispalun bas been recently a scene of several robbe 
an employé of the Imperial Bank and a Russian merebant being the vietims, 


Tasked the Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon what progress had been 
(1768) 212 
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made towards the engagement of Swedish officers for the organisation of a national 
gendarmerie, His Excellency told me that there was some delay owing to the fact 
that Samad Khan, Persian Minister in Paris, through whom the matter is being treated 
with the Swedish’ Goveroment, had pointed out that it was very desirable that the 
commanding officer should be s young man in view of the arduous work before him. 
Tt had originally been intended to apply for a man of colonel’s rank, but the Persian 
Government were now considering Samad Khan's reeommendation, in which the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs told me he and others of the Cabinet concurred. 
Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY. 





[9152] 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Receired March 13.) 
eee Teheran, February 
” 1 WAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia for the past four weeks, 
Thave, & 
. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in N 


Monthly Summary of Boonts in Persia for January 24 to February 23, 11. 


Teleran. 


HIS Highness Nasv-uleMulk arrived at ‘Tehran on the 9th nl 
tho forojgn representatives on the Lith instant, ‘The followin his. Highness 
ived the members of the Medjliss, to whom he exposed his views. He subsequently 
ous classes, He has so far en the oath as 


subject on 
the ath instant. ‘The ussussin, fired Y carriage as he was 
Ariving into his own house, after a visit t Tnmperial’ Bank, with 
whom he had been discussing the final details of the C shots took 
and though Dr, Seott was at: once in attendant 
Sanieod-Dowleh, who died three or four hours later: 
oavouring, to exeape, wounded severa 
The assassin with one accomplice was e 
investigation the two mon swere ha 
shown that they were Russian subject cra s 
The Medjligs.—Uhe president, Zoka-ul-Mulk, having resigned, owing to a demon- 
stration at the sitting of the 26th January by deputies who accused him of not. being 
impartial, Momtaz-ed-Dowlely was elected president on the Sist January by 45 votes 
‘out of total of 76, Morteza Kuli Khan, fi ‘ ry to the Zilees- 
new president is a younger brother of the 
present Persian Minister in Pai educated in France, He was. president of 
the Medjliss when it was bombarded in June 190, when he sought “bast” at the 
aren wed ing of the Sist January the Clerk of the House denied the statement 
frequently made, that the expenses of the Medjliss were ns (1402) n-day, He 
read a statement of expenditure showing that during the previous ten months the 
expenses of the Medjliss had) been 97646. tomans (19,9001), or, on an average, 
ah anday, . é at 
the and February the comunittec’s report regarding the employment of five 
organisation of the Ministry of Financ was read and 
adopted by 70 vote: 
are to bo as follows : 
‘The treasurve 4 masta 
he acent 2 : 3 ooo e 
The director of digest taxation SS sao 
‘The inspector of diavet taxation ”~ vere) 


Burs 


At the same sitting the Minister of Education presented the House with a 
project for the foundation of « school of law, a library, and a public museum. For this 
purpose he asked for the wrant ofa piece of land and a credit of 40,000 tomans (8,002) 
to erect the buildings. ‘The project was received with applause, and was referred to 
‘committee. 

the sitting of the 4th February the Honse was discussing the renewal for five 
years of the contruct of M. Haase, a German non-commissioned officer employed as 
gunnery instructor, and the committee's recommendations liad received the sanction of 
the majority, when the news of Sani-ed-Dowleh’s assassination reached the House, and 
shortly afterwards the sitting was closed. 

After Nasr-ul-Mulk’s arrival on the 9th instant a number of svoret sittings: have 
been held to discuss the Regent's conditions regarding the formation of a regular 
Parliamentary majority as a preliminary to the formation of a new Cabinet, Mustauf- 
ul-Mamalek, the Premier, hud tendered his resignation, and that of his three remaining 
colleagues, to the Regent immediately after his arrival, What actually passed at these 
scerot sittings is not generally known), but after a good deal of pressure had been used 
by Nasr-ul-Mulk the different parties in the House eventually annonneed that they had 

ided themselves into two main groups with a definite programme wach, The 

i r “democrats” stated on the [8th instant that they were eomposod of 

members, and produced their programme, On the ¥2nd instant the 

rity or “moderates ” declared that thy forty-nine deputies composing the party hud 

agreed upon « programme, The names of the members of the majority were read out 

by their spokesman, Morteza Kuli Khun, It is understood that their nominee for the 
Premiersinp is Sipaldar, and that their choice falls in with the views of the Regent, 


G. P. CHURCHILL, 


‘The collapse of the agitation 


nor-Ceneral was followed by the 
arrest of the ringleaders, y 


ishmat and Seyyid Muhakekin, a 


former president of the local assembly, ‘The Governior-General’s action seems to have 
been generally approved, and there \ itement in the town, During January 
fairly good order prevailed in the pro nnd no robberies of caravans were reported 
to His Majesty's consul, Rahim Khan arrived on the 23d January under a sto conduct 


from the Governor-General, 


Resht, 


1. From reports recently: reoeived, it appears thatsinoe November last Mazanderan 
has been at the merey of Isinail Khan, Amir ‘Toman, of Savad Kuh, Amit-ieMukarram, 
Farin, and Ravhid-essSultan, who with 1,000 hore aud foot mado Bartiush their 
head-quarters. During November the nor of Mazanderan, Zahired-Dowleh, 
endeavoured to seou rebels by negotiation, but failed, one’ of the 
i ruil amnesty for Mazanderan, guaranteed by the 
wbels collected revenue, which was spent on the 
up-keep of the have more than once ordered Zabii leh to leave 
Mazandes complied, 1 n with the 
‘Turkomans, who, while exeusing themselves from putting a free in the field on account 
of theseverity of the weather, dispatched a deputation to Barfrush to arrange tor an 
attack on Astrabad when the weather improved. Several requests for British protec- 
tion from the priests and notables of Mazanderan have reached His Majesty's view 
consul, who has replied that he cannot interfere in the fairs of Pers 
Russian agent at, Barfiush offered these people Russian pro , but the offer was not: 
2 january « Russian subject at Meshdisar was murdered by th 
i-Mukatram and Yuzbushi Gurban, at the time guests in hi 
house. were taken to Barfiush, but were brought back to Meshdisar 
at the request of the Russian consul at) Astrabad, fukarram is suspected of 
instigated the crime, 
As illustrating Russian methods in the Astrabad district Hig Majesty's vieo- 
consul reports the following (see Mr. Marling’s telegram No, 291 of the 17th July, 


Ou the 2nd July, 1910, the Russi nb of Messrs. Le 
were invited to Astrabad by the acting Russian consul, who sent two Cossacks to 
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Molla Kileh, on the Bay of Astrabad, to guide them to the city. The Admiral and his 
friend, who are said to have been the worse tor liquor, ordered Molla Khan, Russian 
agent at Gomesh Teppe, to proceed with the two Cossacks and arrest two Turkomans 
who had formerly stolen some fishing uets. ‘They arrested the two Turkomans at 











Gomesh Teppe, but « relative of theirs, Mollah Korhsn Berdi, tried to kill Mollah Khan, 
who fled, whilst the two Cossacks seized the assailant, who killed one of them with his 
knife and wounded the other, On, account of this incident, entirely caused by their 





own illegal action, the Russians sent thirty horsewen from Gumbad-i-Kabus and twenty 








soldiers from Ashuradeh to the village of Gomesh Toppe, which was first hombarded, 
four shells being fired into it. E tives of the murdered man were sent to 
vison at Ashnradeh, and fifty horsemen were quartered in the village, the inhabitants 


yenses until the murderer was 

«d had the murderer in their 

pud-ieKabus with sft 

11th December, 1910, by 

nts of Goinesh Tepe, 
ani 


to contribute daily GO roubles for thei 

Not satisfied with this, and although 
custody forsome time, the Russian Commissioner at Gu 
men came to Gomesh ‘Teppe, where he was met on t 
M. Tvanow, Russian consul at Astrabid, and the inbal 
‘Purkoman settlement at the former mouth of the Gurgan, were made to pay 
of 2,460/. a4 compensation for the death of the two Cossack: 


d 




























3, Naaru at Enveli on the 25th Januacy and went 
Resht, which he le 2nd Rebrnary for Tebra 

4, A number of the inhabitants of Resht are anxious for the dismissal of the 
Governor-General of Ghilau, Moayyer-ul-Miamalek, who is said to bave takeo, no i 
in the administration of the province, He is reported to have ideas of seizing Resht 
and establishing himself as an independent ruler, but his plans have not, so far taken 
shape ‘The provinee has dining the past t his remained quiet, the only 
ineident reported bei of the chief of police at Enzeli, Charles Semino, 
Mondeb-ex-Sultan, by one M alel, rderer his been Drought to Tehran 
for trial. 


at once to, 


































Meshed. 


‘The provinces has remained quiet and. no robberies were reported, but this is 
ascribed to the severity of the weather, Masud Khan, who was appointed Governor 
of Darvger advanced 10 Kuehan, int spent sone time there, appantly aad to go 
on, Barly in February, however, he received a of 100 horsemen and 
two gitns, whereupon eneral is reported to 
be displaying caution and tact iy the adininiserat province, ‘The relieved 
notnia of” Bassin s left for Askabad during January. ‘The boyeott of Russi 
gous is being observed by the public sorvices, hnt is making no heady 







































Seiatan. 





satist 
little energy in coping 
mn than in the Kainat, and 
ot tity’ con 

y much ‘the colles 





1. Neither the Kainat nor Seistan ean be said to be 
Highway robbery’ is tile everywhere, and local governors displa 
with the mischief, ‘The state of things is worse in Seis 
it is notorious that Hashmateul-Mulk winks at, if he does 
robberies 
revenue being 
Shaukut-ul-Mulk lett Birj 
Neh, His object was said to be the 























prawy with 1,000 men 
prevention of further Baluchi raids into the 
aioe Sonsidered his force witiocosarily Tatge for this Ow 
the 16th Februity ther were riots at Seistan, dirveted ayainst the oetroi and police 
administration, Some octroi posts and the house of an oficial were wrecked, but no 
one was hurt, and the town was soot 
Shaukat-uleMully has heer 
sons caravan coming hom the Gulf in prese 
for the purprse, and has asked for suitable officers, good rifles, aud two guns. On, the 
29th January 400 to 500 Afehuns with, 1,000 camels kulen with merchandise arrived 
at Gung tron Meshed by the Lashowain way to the coast, On the 
10th February, Khalitic Kheir Mohanme Kalu-i-Fat for Mekran with 200 men 
and passed Girdi on the 17th. His men seished to Toot « caravan of British merchants 
and the Girdi rest-house, but he prevented them. 











ke steps to arrest 
troops are useless 
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Tspalan. 


1, Quist has prevailed in the town and province, Practically all the Bakhtiaris 
have left Ispahan, The cold abated towards the end of January, since when food 
supplies have come in freely. ‘The roads have generally been free trom robberies, but 
on the 9th February at Maderi Shah, on the ‘Tehran road, Mx. D'Alton of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia and other travellers were robbed of all their belongings by nine mounted 
robbers. On the Shiraz road a caravan was robbed 12 miles north-east of Kumisheh, 
but the goods plundered were recovered and three of the robbers were captured, 

2. On the morning of the Ist February, the Governor-General and his nephew, 
Mirza Aldul Rahim Khan, were both shot, the latter mortally, by Mirza Abbas Khan, 
formerly chief of police at Ispalian. ‘The murderer with thrée companions. then took 
refligo’ in. tho’ Russine Consulate-Genoral, laimiuey to be, Tuasian aubjeots, 13 
Mr. Grahame, who went to see him, Motemid-i-Khakan, whose case at the time 
Dr. Carr considered hopeless, said, “T want you to promise to deliver « message from 

Edward Grey, Tell him these aré Motemid+i-Khakan’s lust, words to him, 

jade a great mistake i 
a is au iron shield against the di 
extruondinary escape, as one bullet en 
peietrated the r 
variously gi 


Khian’s 

















































to open the 1 interventic 
fet Uhak the nasa clatent fo Wail Tea aubjoce-na. tial ho ne Wi 
harboured by the Russian consul-general is deeply resented in min 
parted Chae Men Alba Kha ay to tine 

writing to the effect that he is a Persian sul 
in public, Ou the 2nd Febru 





circles, and it is 
hi took: oflice as chief of police gave a 
yject, and frequently made a like statement 
while the funeral procession of Mirza Abdul Rahim 

iid ot tempted to instiyate the erowd 
Inte and seize the murderer, but members of the local 
wcting their efforts, 

























assembly succeeded in counte 








Ve 
mis to maintain order on the rowds in his 
iis, without which he is unable to enyage 
a of his own tribe puble of facing robbers. During January x bund of 
200 Baharlu robbers is reported to have ral villages, ualireating the inhabitants 
and carrying off $0,000 animals. On the Nain-Yerd road robbers were said to be lying. 
in wait, but prec The south # being 
practically closed, there isan increase of trade with Russia, ‘The Russian agent is also 
reported to be displaying, considerable activity 


‘The Governor-General appears a 
riet, but is h 





























Kum, 


Early in February, a brinch of the Russian Bank haying been opened here, a 
general boyoott of the stat of the bank was proclaimed hy the priests, earpenters wore 
prevented from working for the hank, and Mab is of the bank were 
treated as infidels; the bank manager was in fe iftoen Persian Cossacks 
arrived on the 11th February from Telian to protect the Isink, and forty soldiers were 
‘expected soon after. 

















Danghan, 





ith 300 horsemen, was reported to. be 
vest of Damghan. At Gusheh he killed 
and took away the post horses. ‘The post of the neighbouring stages 
removed as a preeaution, and postal communication between Meshed and 
therefore interrupted. On the 18th February 300 horsemen left Tehran to 
pursue Naib Hussein, 




















Kermanshah, 


‘The new governor, Rukn-ed-Dowlel, arrived on the 16th January with an escort of 

five Persian Cossacks, Quiet has prevailed, and a good police force is 
ised on the town, Daoud Khan, having refus come in to see the gove 
(1768) ok 





fort, 
or; 
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(0154) No. 200. 





in G, Barclay to Sir Biward Grey.—(Received March 13.) 
oe Tehvan, Pebruary 23, 1911. 
IN my telegram No. 43 of the 12th instant, Thad with deep regret to report that 
the Russian consul-yeneral at Ispalian had been found drowned on the morning of the 
Tith instant in a well in the precincts of the Ri genera 
Tho Russian Minister at once dispatched a ju ot hisstaff, M, Evreinow, 
to Ispaban, and requested that, pending bis arrival, His Majesty's consul-general might 
take charge of Rus 5, and also, there being no responsible person ut the 
oustlite-general, of certain prisoners in Russian custody, « request with which 
L ventured to comply : 
I. Evreinow arrived at Isfahan on the 17th reported tw his 
ter his suspicions that M. Boxoi foul play, and 
Mr, Grahame has inforr that though at 
accident he now shares M oyr's suspicions ‘ 
‘he fhets of thy i Haye so fir come to light would appear to be 
follows s— 

















































marie 
Aen at niuhts, when it is fastened by 
on lon side it can be seeured hy a hasp. 

‘Mh sane Cossack shortly afterwards havin 
gencnil proceeded toward the garden, but find 
Teena ed hi ned te be 
door was: jonsky’s Indy. 
which hw is thouuht, to have wving When b 
water in the well heside the corps k ; 

‘Phe garden in question is anked on more than one side hy Persian 
whieh ie would eno ifient anette to drop into th 
might have be garden at the ti 
this genth r 
other hat Hvis porsin his wate aul purse 
oon the day of his death, Now did he as was his wont, put on his galoshes 
stick, aluhougl these articlos were in the hall thro possed. An English 











casion to speak to. the consul. 
the «lor fastened on the 
way. Eventually thy 
well, and 1 gre 
ven was also Hoating on the 







































































yrof the body found: no 

1 appear to po idle, but 
int the absence of” any known n act Mr Grahame, as st 
‘shove, inclines to the opini 





Altogether tlie case is still Very: obsere, and my: Russion inn repo 
novv's anid Mb, Grahame ns to his Government, his stated his opinion 


ly convincing to warrant vigorous 








action, 


T have, &e. 
BARCLAY, 








(9072) 
eid Metvel 13.) 
ete) St. Petorsburgle, Maveh 71911. 









«lt me in_your des 56 of 
Aifiirs vesterday that the 


IN accordance with the instruc r 
24th allino, U iwforned the Minister fur . ‘ 
rangements for the loan to he made by the Bank of Persia to the Persian 
i were at present at a standstill pending the formation of the new Persian 
abinet, but that the Bersian Government had applied to the n of the bank for 
antadvaues of 120.000 tomas, Tadd that yom ad informe Si leorge Barclay by 
‘elograph that you save no. objection to the proposed advance. 
ere ee ronoks expresied hos thaoks for iis communication, dnd. said Uhat-now that 
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the Russian conversion scheme had been carried through he had absolutely no 
objection to the Imperial Bank making this advance. In the subsequent course of our 
conversation, his Excellency observed that the time was approaching when we should 
have to consider seriously the advisability of arranging for a largo loan being made to 
Persia under the auspices of the two Governments, ‘The Persian Government needed 
money badly for purposes of internal administration and for the maintenance of order, 
and such a loan might facilitate the solution of the question of railway construction in 
the North, more especially that of the projected Transpersian Railway. His 































ought to be treated simultaneously, 


Oe 
EORGE W, BUCHANAN, 


Thay 












[9074] No. 802, 


Sir G. Ruchanan to Sir Bdiward Grey 





(Received Marvel 133) 





, St, Peteratnergl, Maye 7, YOU, 
TCOMMUNICATED to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 26th ultimo the 
substance of your telogram No. 72 of the 26th ulfimo relative to the proposed dispatel: 
of a British amd Russian consula x to report on what is passing in the disputed 
zone on the ier, and 1 subsequently, received the accompanyiy 
aide gested thaty instead of insisting at, Coy 
atantinopl ply being: returned to the joint communication of the 
With May last, we shi «the Thrkish and Persian Governments to appoint 
commissioners to accompany those officers. Tn the event of those Coyeruments fail 
to comply with this request within a reasonable time, M. Sazonow is of opinion that wa 
should prc pu without th 
h the inst veyed £6 me in your telograny N 
informed M. Savonow that His Majesty's Governn 
h he had proposed, and would join the Russian Gov 
n tion to the Turkish and Persian Governments w 
pedl to do so. 
pow expressed is satisfaction, and said d 
under the consid 


































re 








77 of the 
nit agreed 

pent it 
enovor his 














at the question was at present 
prities, and that, before taking any definite 
they might artive. 


V. BUCHANAN, 















énelosure in No, 


Aide-mémoive communicated to Sir @. Buchanan by Russian Government, 







LE Gouv 
Gouvernement 1 
Visiter en coms 


ance vee plaisir du consentement di 
cntants consulaires russe of anglais de 
_ oceupées par Tes troupe 

1 Giniier li dislocation. Quant. ke proposition din Cabinet de: Lond 
blement it Constantinople pour obtenir une réponse A la communica 
saleors de Russie et de la Grande-Brotague du 3 (16) thai, 

fy 4S donnée, le Minisiére Tmpérial des Affaires 

res suppose rue cette proposition doit etre basée sur un tmalentondu. En 
‘Aimbassacl A Coust Fe § (21) juin, 1910, que 
les d . qu'il ne voyait pas de 
fe, yu que le Gouvernement 















tutran, 

























nécossité 











ottoman s 4. pliisionrs reprises sur les raisons et Ie caracthre de la 
présence de ses troupes dans les localités que les agents wuraient a visiter, Tout en 
reconmaissant que les consuls ont nativellement tout le droit de voyager pour vérifier 
les renseigements qui leur parviennent, Rifuat Pacha avait exprimé la ¢ que la 
(1763) B 




































































































18h 





aractére d'une commission mixte d'enquéte ou de 
dus et des conflits. Ensuite le 
juestion se divis 





mission projetée ne prit le 

qui pourmait donner liew 4 des 

Fine facon officielle que I 

yeux du Gouvernement ture, en trois zones. Dans la premiere d’entre elles 

consuls tures, munis. d'escortes const en ce qui coucerne cette 7 

‘fa anemne prétention de Tannexer, de Voceuper on de Vadministrer; les vill 

ah, Khoy, Salmass et Soudjboulag en font partie. La deuxitme zone n'est 

ant et la Porte est préte ‘i remettre 

res seront & meme d’en reprendre 

, Souldouz, et Ouchnoueh 

‘i roplacor Tes fonetionnaires 

ne sont charges que du commande 
_ mais ne sont 










































appartient & Rift 
fils tures qui s'y trouy: ntérieurement et 
it dles troupes burques et de la sauvegarde des sujets 
de porcevoir les inpots on dexercer des fone! 
yone comprend un territoire ayant de tout temp, 
qué la Subline Porte se réserve le démiontrer documents en mains a 
parlers an sujet de la délimitation, Te Ministre evita de nome _ poi 
quelconques rentrant dans cot n do purer & des protestations et des objections 
unticipéos de la part do la Perse, 
eille communication de Rifwat Pacha ne pow 
cone 4 fa communica 
rial suppose que pur suite iL serait p 
Ja question diane réponse: i la coun tion iden 
ronouveler siuplement Ja question de Venvor dane com 



















nt, semble-til dire considérée 

on iddentique du 3 (16) mai, le 

it étre préférable de ne plu 
or 

ission sur les lieux.  ( 





























Avinarcho serait suflisammient motivée par les renseignements qui affluent de tous edtes 
suv Focenpation de nouvelles localités par les troupes turques et sur Vactivité de plus: 
bn plus dnoryique que ces deruiires déploient dans Ia 


Saint-Pétorshonrg, te L6 féerien (Ve mara), WOU. 





19293) No, 


wean Cire (Keceived Mareh 13.) 





Sin Gi, Davelag wo Sir bs 






i Py Teliran, Maveh 13, 101. 

SHIRAZ claitns, 

In reply to your telegrau 

that His Majesty's acting consul at 

have boon revayored hy Nizauw-es-Sultaneh ; 

probably have hivast tid it been the ease : 
‘Oni artival/ol’ GovernoreGietieral, My, Knox will maka enquities 









to report 
taxation 





























(9423) No. 804. 


Tudia Ofice to Poreign Ofice—(Reecived March 14.) 





Indiu Office, March 14, 1911. 
to previous correspondence regarding thie survey by Lieutenant 
sud route, Lam desired by the Secretary of State for India 

of State for Forcign Milairs, copy of a 

Jing that Lieutenant Wilson should 
raveller, Tu this recommendation 





WITH refere 
Wilson of the Dizful-k 
to forward, for the infor 
tolegritn from the Government of India recom 
procead frow Khoremabad to Burujirdas an ordinary 
count Morley concurs. 



















y 





Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 





Enelogure in No, 304 





Government of India to Viseount Morley, 
(Telegraphic) P. March 10, 1911. 
PLEASE refer to telegram of the th instant from His Majesty's Minister at Tob 
and to your telegram of the 3rd instant. 































Bt 


Following, briefly stated, are the reasons assigned in telegram of the Sth instant 
from resident, Persian Gulf, for permission to proceed to Burujird being given to 
ison 








Range of mountains south of Burujird, to pieree which is likely to be one of 
es of the railway alignment between Burujird ayd Dizful, could be 








uspicion is likely to be excited if Wilson proceeds onl 
and fuils to visit Burujinl, which is seat of Governor of Luristan, 
Borcigll® Caml report’ ow the road, as our road concession extends to. beyond 
urujird. 
1 
quarters of 
should visit. 


far as Khoremabad 






ly place from whi 
powerful Lure 





“ean be gained to summer 
ef, whom it is desirable that Wilson 








Resident's view has my concurrence, 1 hope that Wilson may proceed as an 
ordinary traveller to Buru; 








{8871} No. 305. 





Sir Bileard Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
Porvign Ofice, March V4, 191, 

No. 274 of tiie 15th June last relative to 
Telegraph Company of the agreement, con 
1» Government for the eession to the latter 
rant-Khanil vaph line, [ transmit 
4 from whieh it appears 
Affairs a request that 
working of certain lines 
cluding the Tehran-Khanikin and 
luce’ the conclusion that the control of these 





Wit to Mr. O'Beirne’s despat 
my proposal to inform the Indo-Europ 
cluded between Hix Majesty's and the Ru 



















have received 
subinit,sngge 
within the Russian sphere of 
feshed tit whe 





repait, maintenance, 
nfluence in Persia, 
ico. the 








expressed in the aide-mémoire handed to Mr, O'R 
communication should be made to the Company 
dence then taking plice in St. Petersburglt respecting. the general 
‘quest telegraphs was enmplete, and should point ont to hin that, iv 
‘of the request which has now been addressed to the Company, aud the inference which 
they have draw ie would appear undesiinble further to conceal trom them the 
true state of the case, 
You should therefore suggest that the terms of the arrangementof the Bist August, 
1907, should by communicated to the Company confidentially. without further delay, 
and that this might be done fn w letter from this department the Companys ogg 
in Loudon, 

A copy of the reply which T have 



























saused to bo returned to tlhe Company's letter is 














also enclosed. 
1am, ke. 
GREY, 
[8819) No. 306. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 
Sir, Foreign Ofico, March 14, 1911. 





Sth Februar 


WITH reference to your letter of t r 
fill and Khoremabad by His M 


survey of the country between I 
Mob a sted by $ 
copy of a further 
Loris Cor 





to the [proposed 
ty's consult 
you heressith 
n of the 
















$ No.zs), 
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funds of half the salary of the soldier surveyor who will be attached to Lieutenant 
Wilson while engaged on this work, 
Lam to express Sir E, Grey's hope that their Lordships will see no objection to the 
addition of balf this sum, which amounts to no more than 331. 6s. 8d. in all, to the 8001, 
which they have already expressed their willingness to contribute for the purpose. 
Tam, &¢, 
LOUIS MALLET. 




















[8871] No. 107. 


Roveigu Opt 





1 to Inido-Buropean Telegraph Company, 








Sir, 





Foreign Of 
LAM directod by Secretary Sir, Edward Grey. to acknowle 
your letter of the 9th ative to. the request which y 
receiver! from the Russian Government to submit proposals for the rep 
and working of certain telegraph lines in Persia 

Tam to express to ye thanks for this comm ion, and to state 
that ho would he grateful if Mr, Chsey gould be instructed, as therein proposed, to call 
at His Majesty's Pmbassy at St, Petersburgh in the course of his approaching visit to 
that capital, 

Tam to add that a copy of your letter has heen forwarded to His Majesty's 
Ambass 


March V4, 











nutintenance, 

















Tam, ke, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[9546] No. 08. 


Sir (4, Birrolay ty Sir Hdivard Grey. (Received Marchi 15.) 
(No. SL) 
Jographiie,) Deeoil Tehran, Marek 
LAST dotactiment Russian troops loft Kazvin this morning, eighty men 
retained as consular guard. 
















[9650] 


yard of Trade to Foreign Office —(Reenived Maveh 16.) 






Sir, Roard of Trade, March 1A, Wt, 
TAM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to adv ur Totter of the 29th 
state that the Board have received ft a 
copies at es relating ty their de 
the Ist April, 1009, to the ATst Mareh, 






ommereiil Department of thee Board of rad on tlie 15th 
atated that the costs of laying down the oxide at Avonmouth a 
substantially identical, the charges at the latter port being: sh 
Avonmouth 

It would appear, theret 
No, 22,779/10 been made at the 
1909-10, the profit realised would have | 
nlosed), 

The Bord understand trom Mr, Ellinger th 
damages submitted on belulf of Messrs, Audrew We 
the form previously submitted, ant a stat claimed, an 
accordance with the complete dat od to above in reference to the average prices 
and profit realised in 10 and anticipated in respect of the stock held ou the 
termination of the contract formerly held by them, is attached (se Statement (B) ) 

With reference to Messrs. Elling the Board are informed that the 





ie 
ly Ielow those at 



















to in pri 
invoices f 


nent (A) 











so far as relates to the eli 
and Co,, they desire to dl 
tof the: 
































































187 


specification of the amount of 31,000 tons in the second item represents a claim for the 
Joss of commissions, in anticipation of which the firm had incurred outlay and entered 
into commercial arrangements, and for the damage suffered by them in their business 
through the breach of contract. The figures put forward as a measure of this damage 
and loss are found to represent less than five years’ losses of commission on the basis of 
the average sales of oxide in Europe during the period March 1907-Rebruary 1911. 
Messrs, Ellinger's claim is shown on the attached Statement (B), but the question of 
the period upon which compensation for estimated losses should be bused, iff the period 
of five years be not accepted by the Foreign Office, is one which shouldbe determined. 
by an arbitrator, 

While the Board of ‘Trade note ftom the correspondei 



























that enco Ha 





spection of th 
r any obser 

Ellinger. ‘They have some doubt whether the Birman of 1904, as 
given in translation on Print No, 2162/09, can be held to afford a definite assurance 
that the grant was « perpetual one, but they note from Print No, 5181/11, enclosed in 
your | the Ist March, that Messi Strick’ have definitely. uudertaken fll 
Tesponsibility for any lawful claim by Messrs, Weir and Ellinger against cither the 
Persian t-Tugjar. 

















Tam, &e. 
GEO. J, STANLEY, 


00). 





Enclosure in No. 
Sramement (A), 
Salew by Ellinger and Co, during 1909-10, 










From: Avonaiouth fond 
‘About 4,568 to roce at i524 4 
Or au average if 688 2. por to 
Frotn Nordenham stock— 
‘About 1808 (ons BOWL oss + mh 68H 0 7 


1d, por tous 
No. 


Ora! 





ge of 
At those rates the stocks referred to in Priat 





2779/10 would be 





cy 
18057 26 
MO 8 






Or an average of 71a, til pee ton, 


‘Thies laying down cost being taken at 00) 
Danis would be 10 





Srarewenn (B). 
is basis would 





‘The claims amended rofore bn as follows s— 





Anticipated value of stock of oxide at Avo 
vordeuhal 
Loss of profit on unde 


uth an 





vd Tislanew uf 5.218 toms 5) 









Minh es Ay he ee ERR IREITD 


falls to bo deducted the price seoured for thy oxide 
Tess storage charges, interot, Wea after (say) 
1, 191, 


‘Claim by Messrs: Ellinger and Co— Lud 
Toss of comission on undelivered balance of 5.218 tous 





Been % a 80 
or loss of agency, say, five years’ commissior S 
fat the average clos of ee, woulda 

xeewid the ela 


madefr wen RANT WOO 





Moral. 








[1768] 30 














































{9293} 





Foreign Ofice to Messrs. Dizon and 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ofiee, March 16, 1911. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 10th instant, relative to the 
prospects of recovering the amount of British claims from the Persian Government, T 
Hirected by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that lie has received a 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran reporting that His Majesty's consul at 
tion that the Governor-General of Fars hi red any arrears 
‘o enquiries on the subject on his Exeellency’s arrival 
























Shiraz has no indi 
of taxation, but that he will 
at Shi 











G, Barelay expresses the opinion that if the facts were as reported fo you the 
const] would probably have become aware of them: 














Tam, & 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(9755) 





India Ogee to Foreign Ofiec-—(Received March 17.) 





Sin, Tnulia Office, Marvh 16, 1911, 

LN reply to the last paragraph of your letter of the Btst December, 1910, regarding: 

the a 1 come to between the Persian Go nt and the Imperial Bank of 

Persia as to the Anglo-Indian loan of 1903-4, Lam directed to inform yon that it is 
true, axistated by tho Imperial Bunk, that in the total sum due ins Gove 

mmenton the 20th March, (10, amounting to 3142810, 16rd BLL Os, 2d. 
i 





















jon of principal under 
‘as in payment of the 
il Bank shall be allowed to 
one: st payable 
On the assumption that the payments due from 
e suis to be retained by the Bauk 






nts the first 42,2614. Os, 
due at the 20th Mareli, 1910, 
retain one-fifth of this sun 
under the new amortisation se 
Persia under the new scheme are regularly made, t 
in 1913-144 and succeeding years will be ss follows : 










mane 

































Onesifth of Instalments 

terest of Capital 

molt be taken as representing | 
Capitals Tn 








Toul, 





You 
rr 





2085 1 





and thonceforward one-fifth of the interest paid. 
Tam, &e. 


R RITCHIE. 





























[9753] 


India Oyice, Marek 16, 1911. 
scted by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 22nd February, forwarding a bill for the equivalent of 3,000 tomans 

croment in settlement of the claim of His Majesty's 
“ for compensation for the murder of the two sowars forming part of 
Mr. J, H. Bills escort. 
reply, Lam to say that Viscount Morley agrees with tho Secretary of State for 
rs that in the circumstances His Majesty's Ministor at Tehran did well to 
action should accordingly be appro 
India will ho requested to make the, necessary distribution to 




















Tam, &e. 
R, RUPCHIE, 





(9805) No. 313. 
Inulin Ogee to Foreign Ogive (Received Mareh 17.) 


Sir, India Office, Marl 1G, 19U1, 
WITH reference to th spondence noted in the margin,® Fan directed by 
Scoretary of State for India to inform you that of tho total expenditure on the 

tachéship at Meshed up the 21st October, 1908, the following sums were 
of the officer 

























and 1 
this Offic 
subsequent 





|, 8x, may he paid to 
Doing enclosed for the purpose, Claims in respect of 
on the post will be submitted in due cones 


Vi 





&e. 
R. RITCHIE, 








(9946) No. 311, 


Messrs. Diton and Co, to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived Mareh 18.) 





av Street, Manelieator, Mare 17, 1011. 
dated the 16th instant, and note 
mation of any arrears of taxation 


Sir, Pri 
WE have to acknowledge, with thanks, your letter 
that His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has no i 
r-Goneral of Bars, 
correspondent: writes from Bushire, and we have no reason to doubt the 
of his reports, We think it quite natural that the Shira consul should not 
mation on this subject, bu we think it extremely probable that Lieutenant- 
Coloel Cox, the Bushire resident, would hay e same elféet as our 
wet, the long delay iultaneh, the new 
az, is neeounted for hy his operations against the 
iefs for the collection of arrears of taxation from them, 
We are, &e. 
H.C. DIXON asp Co. 














































* India Office 10 Foreign Office, September 2, 1 
to Foreign O} 





0101; Foreign Office to Ludia Oien, February 
Mark 3, 1911 








194 India Oice 
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{9948] No, 315. 


Messrs. Ziegler and Co. and Others to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Receice 





d March 18.) 





Sir, 46, ieville vet, Manchester, March 17, 1911. 
WE lave the honour to address you in connection with our letter of the Ist March, 

to telegraphic advices of extrenicly heavy robberies in the neighbourhood of 

\d on the Shiraz-Ispahan, cavaran route, In the course of this letter we 




























to be the case that these troops were actually within the near 
the situation all the more serious, as 
or re themselves 


“TE it should prov 
vighbourhaod of the disturbed area, then it make 
Would tend to prove that these troops are either ineompe 
ieated in the robberiey.! 


















Mail advices are just to hand, dated Ispahan, the 25th February, advi 


follows = 








“Notwithstanding the presen niz-Ispahan route is again very 
unsafe, 

“On the 18th Kebruary 0 caravan was attacked within 2 farsakbs (about 8 miles) 
from Shin, within view of portion of the new army. On the 24th, telegraphic 
advices were received in Ispahan that, on the 22nd February, another caravan of 
500 camels was attacked by: about 200-400 Arabs 1g Rushgais), who cari 
‘way 201 loads, ‘This, rob ecurred at a distance of 8 fansikhs from Shira 
Besides these two attacks on caruvans, advices from a reliable source report two more 
robberies ; one at M Dehbid and Mourgab), and one at Aba 

red on the 22nd. Tn the first instance 


of troops, the Shir 


































































iw thot that the ultimatum to the Bers 
went were making a plausible show 
mment that adequate measures 





nil i 
wet because the Porsi 
demands of His Majesty's 

































plying with 
should be taken to restore order on the trade toutes, and that if the steps taken by the 
Persian Government _purpose, then Hix Majesty's: Government 











« tor restoring orde 
r delay: when ¢ 


es, but we 





into operati 
We can understand the necessity f 

dispatched troops to put down the disturl 

those troops arrive on th 

‘Mt tiie booty the Une. 






pent hav 
el most. strongly. that w 

‘while the brigands carry 
jas gous past, and that 























From anail several sourees, there appears 
to be no doubt what es reported above were im the: 
mmodinte presence of the Persian Government's troops, and it is not unreasonable to 
‘assume that they have their share of the booty. 

We think it diflicult to conceive a more utterly unsatiat 
you will be uble to give us an assurance that this state of 4 
twlerated. 

















and we trust 
will no longer be 





We have &e, 





PH. ZIEGLER asp 
H. ©, DIXON asp CO. 
Ali Akbar and Sous, Limited). 
BIN AGHA, 


‘Managing Dircetor, 
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[9885] No, 316. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received March 18.) tl 
(No. $5.) 
{felegraphie) P. Tehran, March 18, 1911, 
MINT contrac i 





wee to my despatch No. 44 of the 24th 


Thave the honour to report with refer 
contract with Persian Government 


March, 1910, that Imperial Bank of Persia's mi 
will expire on the 2st March of the current year. are 
‘The Banque Nationale d'Escompte is anxious to share the business with Imperial 
Bank in the future, but the latterare unwilling to admit Russian participation, and attach 
the greatest importance to securing the renewal of the contract on its present footing. 

T derstand that the Tussin bank is therefore competing to sere the business 

‘0. Wood has not yet asked for the support of the Tegation. Were he todo 
aid be in some perplexity, as T should be brought into conflict with Russian 
ter if | were to assist Imperial Bank in the matter. 

Some time ago M. Powlewsky informed Mr. Wood that this business could not. be 
undertaken by the Russian bank, He hax lately however completely chunged his 
attitude, and T do not doubt that he will lend his support to the Banque d’'Escompte. 

‘Any representations made by M. Powlewsky are the more likely. to meet with 
a response now that the Sipahdar, whose Russian proelivities are well known, is | 
in povves 
























































(9978) No. 317. 


Sir G. Parelay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received Mareh 18.) 

(No. 86.) 
(Telegraphic.) Teliran, Maveh 18, 1911. 

SOUTHERN roads. 

Caravan traffic is suspended between Bushire and Borasjun, owing to hostilities 
“between two rival chiefs, supported respectively by Governor-General of Bars and the 
{ the Gulf ports, I am urging Persian Government to. send i 
structions to two governors to compel their two protégés to make 














No, 318. i 








; Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward (rey.—(Recoived March 18.) 
87) 

graphic.) T ‘Teliran, Mareh 18, 191. 
THAVE the honour to report that the joint note of the 16th Februar 

formulating the conditions of the proposed advance, together with all 

correspondence that has passed between two legations and the Persian Gov 
on the subject of loans and concessions, and terminating with the note of the ath 
Sept rl Septembor was netrnd 
appeared in the * Trani No mv the 15th Mare, Tufor 

purports to have been deriv of Caloutta, 


























‘a Tehran newspay 
from the Hablenl-Mat 








[9885] No. 319. | 
Sir Bdvoaril Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 75.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
BANK'S mint contract. 
Your telegram No, 85 of the 18th March 
The best way out of the difficulty would be an arrangement with the Russian 
Bank, and I will discuss the inatter with Sir . Jackson, if necessary, though T should 
be inclined not to intervene unless approached by the bank. 
Is there any ‘able objection to this line of action ? 


Foreign Ofice, March 18, 1911, } 























[176s] 
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[9072] No. 320. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No, 81.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1911. 
[HAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch No. 93 of the 7th instant, reporting 





to the advance 


a conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs relati 
to the Imperial 


‘of 120,000 tomans for which the Persian Government have appli 
Bank of Persia, ‘ : 

transmit to your Exeelleney herewith copies of telegraphic correspondence with 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran. telative to a further application of a similar nature, 
sino reetived by the bank,* and 1 have torequest you to take an opportunity of bringing 
the eiroumstinces to the Inowledge of the Russian Government. 














Tam, ke, 
E. GREY. 





(10001) 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 20.) 





(No, 152. 
Sir, 


Confidential.) 
Pera, March 9, 1911. 
THE Russian Ambassador told me to-day that he had recently had a long 
convorsition with Rifiat Pasha regarding the Turco-Persian frontier questions. His 
Bi y id that M, Sazonow had boen rather severe on ‘Turkhan Pasha as 
ards Turkish intnads into Bersia, Rifuat Pasha declared that he was very anxious 
that the attitude of (urkey which was based on a misapprehension should be made 
clever to the Russian Government. His Exeelleney explained that the movement of 
troops complained of had already begun before the declaration of the constitution, 
Tt was moreover a yrave error to suppose that these movements were directed to the 
eventual occupation of strategic points on the frontier, which might be used against 
Russia inv the fata ‘merely sdyaniced. to certain points where the interests 
fof Turkish subjects required protection in view of the weakness and incapacity of the 

local Go t, aud his Excellency trusted that as indications were not wan 
how of a more stable condition of affuirs in Persia, the time was ot far distant when it, 
sould be possible to establish, together with a Persian commission and with the help of 
the proper documents, the points, if uny, whieh had been irregularly occupied. | He did 

Ht maintain that all the points which Turkish troops had occupied. were necessaril 
His Exe: Jid not make any mention of the participation of any foreign 
1 the proposed delimitation negotiations 

‘Although Rifaat. Pasha does not s0 have been at all definite, M. Teh 
said he ws impressed by the fact that Rifuat Pasha spoke in a conciliatory spi 
he seems to have been iinpressed with a conviction that the Turkish Gov 
desired to come to.a settlement of these froutier questions. 

Tifuat Pasha lias ot spoken to me on the subject, 

Thave, &e, 

GERARD LOWTHER. 


































































Turkisl 
Pow 




















No. 522, 





(9946) 


Sir Hawa Grey to Sir G. Barelay 





. 76.) 








(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Opfice, March 20, 1911, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL of Bars. Your telegram No. 83 of 13th March. 
With reference to steps tak enveral to recover arrears of taxation, 














69 of the 





Colonel Cox might be able to check information contained in my tele 


LOth March, which came trom Bushire. 
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10263) No. 323. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 77.) 


(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, Mareh 20, 1911. 

HAVE you any information as to rumour that Germans have secured site for 
factory at south end of Abadan Tsland as reported in telegram shown to us by Messrs, 
Strick, Seott & Co? 








[9984] No. S24, 


Sir Edioand Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 93.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 





Foreign Ogice, March 20, 1911. 

T ENTIRELY approve your language as reported in your telegram No. 88. ‘The 
President of the Council might: be informed that primarily our object. is to retain our 
present position, and to secure advantayes for access of British trade to Teliran equal 
to those assured to trale by the Potsdam agement, and this we must find 
some way of accomplishing, ‘The proposed Mohawmerah-Khoremabad Tine would not 

inerease the competiti 


























[8890) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 





HIS Majesty's Pri 
compliments to the 


‘pal Secretary of State for 1 Alfiirs presents, his 
Minister, and hay the honour to acknowledge with thanks 
the receipt of his communication of the 8th instant twlative to. the steps taken by the 
eae nent to testore order in the roads of Southern Persia, to rvstore stolen. 
property to its owners, and punish the robbers, 


m. 
























Foreign Ofiec, March 2 





(10423) 


Memorandum in ruferenee to Tail 
(Communicated by S 







terprise in South-Western Persia, — 
‘ondon, Marelt 21.) 







THE o 
Persian Gos 











in Ahwaz 
eld by the Lmpe 
was sold to the Persian ‘Transport Company (Litnited), 
quarters in London. At that tine the rod was completed to Kum (100 miles), and 
iiearly completed thence to Sultanabad, a further distance of 80 miles, ‘The Imperial 
Bank of Persia originally embarked in this enterprise with thy view of starting a road 
and transport company to work it, but failed to raise: the required capital, and they 
only succeeded in, Keeping the emoession alive by a considerable sierifioe of money. 

‘There was always the idea that this road to connect Tehran with the Karun port 

waz, within easy reach af the Persian Gulf, would draw to itself and develop the 
portion of the traffic between the sew and. the rich central districts off Persia, and 
tually form the line for a railway, and I think the promoters of the present Persian 
Transport Compa scheme. 

Whon puss down, the proposal rout in 1889-90 in company 
swith Mr, A. Macqueen, C.E., who had been engaged by the Imperial Bank of Persin for 
the road enterprise, I'had the advantage of his excellent professional experienoy in 
forming the opinions which T recorded ina report dated January 1890, dnd which was 

ished in the Consular Papers series of that year, Tsiw that as a first step towards 
ular trade route, which might be developed into « road for eart or rail, « food mule 
onan easy alignment should be made to complete the connection with Ahwaz and 


ut $70 miles), granted by the 
Faulk of Persia till 1904, when it 
British institution with its head. 
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Mohammerah,and I suggested the formation of a road and river company, to include the 
Messrs, Lynch and the Persian  Nasiri” Navigation Companies, both of these then, as 
how, runndug steamers on the Karun, from Mohammerah ty Ahwaz and Shuster. Nothing 
roNiited fron that suggestion, but both, parties continued to improve the means of trade 
veenunications, The Nasir Company constructed a horse tramway (2 miles) to 
fhollitate the transhipment of goods past the rapids, which block the river passage at 
‘Alwvan, and Messrs. Lynch, in co-operation with the Bakhtiari chiefs, opened up a 
aie Tauck, sufficiently well bridged, between Ahwaz and Isfahan (250 wiles), which 











at road making came to an end 
\iles from Tehran, and it 
lity’ which had 






Baklitiari road, and the same firm's, interest 
otween Alvi. and Shuster, with the Euphrates a 
of Persia us shareholders 











hhas prevailed in Persia for so 
pares, and their desire to make a 
ad already mentioned was 

es has heen a Haunt of robbers, 













prelim 
fie of route from the Karun valley to the fertl xs of W 
Persia. ‘The route traverses districts well watered by: perennial streams from snow-clad 
tains, nid which aro capable. of considerable development ih pastoral axl 
niltural iudustvies. ‘The Nomad Lur population are sniserably poor owing to their 
predatory habits, which stand inv the way of improvement 
Hie Baklitiaris, under better inspirat advau iisat 
hay ied Somicsavage Linder au houest and sympathetie Gover 
‘ire capable of advance 

‘The Persian Govern 
telegraph line on i 
wore allot fixed 
































La trade route from Khorremabad to Dizful, with « 
righ whose lands the road ran, 
Hat these soon fell into arrear. It was 





















patient 
the route 
state in which I f 
‘work if fairly treat 
proposed new road there would be no difficulty i 
neighbouring Lue tribes. ‘Them us 
construction of roads and railways ‘has a mi 
the means of satisfying long-feli wants 
generally overcomes’ temptation to turbule 
Sbtained fiom Hamadan (1330 miles), men 
tracks, for several thousands were so employed on the Caucasta % 

‘The dividing line of the British und Russian spheres of influence bars « Britis 
railway going beyond Khorremabad, but with an improved caravan track, to Burujind 
tnd Selanabud ander. the. British ‘Transport Company, easy aecess would be given to 
Hamadan in the one direction a Mud ‘Tehran in the other. Wagons now run 
and Sultanabad. ached from a point about 
40 miles on the road from Khor ‘¢ through settled country 
(170 miles), "This route lies within the Russian sphere 













desire to make mony 

Ex workmen could also. be 

nustomed to organised labour om railway: 
lines. 
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For goods consigned to Hamadan by the Karun route there would be— 


Mohammerah to Shuster, by river, 160 miles, 
Shuster to Dizful, by caravan, 36 miles, 

Dizful to Khorremabad, by rail, 170 miles, 
Khorremabad to Hamadan, by caravan, 150 miles, 








which seems to show a considerable advantage over the Bagdad route with its 
280 miles of caravan transport and the Turkish transit, dues, 

If the country is favourable for a railway from Dizful to Mohammerah, this, under an 
advanced scheme, wonld soon supersede ‘river transport, and add greatly to the 
advantages of the Karun route ; and it is possible that a Persian company, tinder 
competent European management, might build a light Tine from Hamadan to 
Khorremabad, 50 as to open a direct way to the sea for local produce, which at present 
cannot be exported owing to the prohibitive rates of caravan transport. 

In this paper T have in view a light line of railway (2 ft. 6 in, gauge). 


‘TE, GORDON. 


















Mareh 3, 1911. 





No, 927, 





Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward ¢ 


) P. Tehvan, Mayeh 21, 1911, 

MINT contract, 12 

Tn reply to your telegram No, 75 of the#@th March, Uhave the honour to report that 
Sank manger appears to coveider thatthe objections in the of an agreement with 
the Russia bank are insurmountable, He has not, howev aod me of the nature 
of these objections, Tn the ciroumstances, unless he asks for the support of the legation, 
T prefer not to press him for an explanation, 

Mr, A. ©. Wood appears sanguine as to Imperial Bank's 
renewal of the contract. 


ived March 21,) 


























chinice of obtaining, 











(10462) No. 328, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edicard Grey—(Recoived March 21 
(No. 89.) cs ! 
(elegraphic.) Pe ‘Polown, Marvel 21, 19. 
COLONEL COX telegraphs as follows with reference to your telegram No, 70 of 
the 20th Mare! 











Information furnished by thei 
Messrs. Dixon. 

Tunderstand that the principal chief of Tangistani offered to pay a portion of the 
revenue, but 0 and Nizames-Sultanel, who dispatched an expe- 
dition against him last month when fighting ensued, now regards him as a rebel. 
N received payments from some of the chiefs between Bushire and Shiraz, but 
in the majority of cases sich payients were on account of personal property’ rented 
from his Excellency by the chiefs in question. With regard to, outstanding British 
cases, I asked Governor-Geners al commercial claims on his way, up to 
Shiraz, but T have heard no dicate that ho has taken any action in the 
matter 


ait ins seemingly hoon misunderstood by 


























(10841) No. 320. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edieard Grey. — 





cvived Mareh 21.) 





(No. 6 

(Telegraphic.) TR. St. Petersburgh, March 21, 1911. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

__T hiaye received aide-némoire from Ministry of Foreign Affuirs stating that 

instructions have been sent to Russian Ambassador at London 10 beg you to instruct 

{1768} 3B 









































































196 








Sir (i. Lowther and Sir G. Barclay to concert measures with their Russian colleagues 
for appointment of Turkish and Persian delegates to accompany Russian and Br 
representatives to districts occupied by ‘Turkish troops, 
Russian Minister at Tehran thinks that mission should start at end of April. 
Aide-mémoire suggests that representatives should be accompanied by guard from 
Caucasus, and that choice of Russian and British representatives should be left to 
Minister at Tehran. 
























(7325) No. 330. 





oreign Office to India Ofice {Received March 21.) 


Foreign Ofiee, March 21, LOL, 
etary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
rolative to the reduction of expenditure in connection with 
His Majesty's consular establishments in Persia, and to the proposed substitution, in 
the case of certain of the consular off that country, of members of the 
Tevant con for servants ent, 

Tam to state that, before replying to your letter in detail, Sir B, Grey would be 
glad to learn what are the views of the Viceroy of Iudia on the latter question, and I 
am to suggest, if Lord Morley sees uo objection, that his Excellency should be 
requested to furnish them. 




























Tam, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(9948) 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





No. 83.) 
‘Tolewraphic.) DP. srcign Office, March 22, 1911. 
ROBBERIES on Persian roads. Your telegram No. 70.of the 28th February 
Have you any information as to assertion of Mu that tiwo out of four 
robberies, three of which took place on the ry, 12 miles. trom Shiraz, 
Jetween Dehidib and Murgab and between Yarghan ini respectively, and one of 
which took place on the 18th Febriwy, 8 miles from Shiraz, two were perpetrated 
under the eves of the troops (including that of the 18th February), and implication 
that troops shared in plunder ? 




















(10463) No. 





Sir Bdwant Grey to Sir ( 





Barelay. 
(No. 81.) 
(islegraphic,) 
Ralnways 
Ato you still of 
undertaking made | 





reign Ogee, March 





19. 





jin, 
w that we should be well advised not to remind Regent of 
1 











{11340} 





Papirs communicated by M. Daceehner, March 23, 111, 


(L) 
Noto verbal 





nise par TAmbassadiir, de Russie d Parix an Ministore des Affaires 


Bran 











ARTALNES paroles provonedes pa 
Russie permettent de crite que. Nasr 
M. Bizot ew quali 





le Régent de Perse A son passage par 
L-Moulk serait disposé & rappeler en Perse 
do couseiller financier, L’Ambassadeur-ajoutait que, de Vayis du 
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Gouvernement russe, cette éventualité serait particuliérement désirable, vu Ventrée 
au service de la Perse de plusiours Américas. Le retour de M. Bizot pourrait 
difficilement, selon lui, soulever des objections ou donner lieu i V'Allemagne de 
chercher & faire engager des Allemands au service persan, M. Bizot ayant déja occupé 
Te poste en question et la cessation de ses fonctions n’ayant jamais été officiellement 
proclamée. 3 - 

Le Gouvernement Impérial de Russie demandait A connaitre Vopinion du 
Gouvernement francais & ce sujet, ainsi que les dispositions de M. Bizot lui-néme. 


Paris, le 15 février, 1911. 











@) 
Le Ministre des Finances a M. Jean Cruppi, Ministre dex Affaires: Btrang res. 


Paris, te 9 mars, LOL. 

ALA date du 18 février dernier, votre prédécessenr a bien youlu faire savoir & 
M, Klotz que Ambassideur de Russie Iui avait remis une note dans laquelle il 
exposait que le Régent de Perse, Nasrel-Moulk, avait Inissé entendre & som passage en 
Russie qu’il serait disposé & rappeler en Perse M. Bizot en qualité de conseiller 
financier. 1 de son edté, jugeant cette éventualité particuli 
ment désirat ¢ au service de la Perse de plusieurs Américains, M, Isvolsky 
avait exprin¢ le désir d’étre renseigné sur les dispositions de M, Bigot a co sujet. 

Afin de vous mettre répondre & M, Isvolaky, j'ai Phonneur de vous: 
communiquor la lettre que fai regue de M. Bizot, & qui il a été donné connaissance do 
Jn dépéche le concernant. : 

Comme vous, je verrais avee satisfaction toute solution qui uous permettrait de 
donner aux Cabinets de Suint-Pétersbourg et de Londres mie nouvelle marque de notro 
bon vouloir, en secondant Yeouvre de réorganisation finaneidre et fiscale quiils ont 
entreprise en Perse, B 


































Bp 








Ministre dea Pinances. 








Paris, le G mara, 11. 
une lettre de M, le Ministre des Affairs 
lor financier en Perse et me demander st 











préoceupation de donner 
dans les circonstances. présente 


serait confide. 

Je reconnais que les conclusions de mes rapporis out été adoptées » le Gouverne- 
ment persan seat décidé 3 de plusieurs services financiers des 
diretours étrangers. Ou pourrait done alléguer que nous ue devons pas nous 
soustraire & Yobligation de poursuivee la réalisation des réformes proposces, 

Aux raisons que j/ai maintes fois exposées et que j'ai développées dans le rapport 
ciannexé en dema uplagit, dans Pavenir, lo conseiller financier par un 
agent ('exéeution, ‘Ajouter une nouvelle d'une particulitre importanee. 

Si les nouveaux services derder ayaieut eu des directeurs frangais, on aurait pu 
donner au conseiller francais la miss représenter aupris du Ministre des 
Finances, afin de maintenir une indispensable unité a’ 

Or, I’ “ Evening Star" du 10 févricr, 1911, annone: 
Schuster, fonction ai 




















































Lis pot 


belges, 











































de ours prérogatives ? 





méthodes et trbs jalon: Son intervention n’abontira-t-elle pas 
nt & créer des froissements ou des conflits aussi nuisibles a la 

o6 qu’ nos relations 
Si malgré Vengagement des fonctionnaires américains, 


vers notre influence franga 











Ja Perse entend orienter 
elle insiste 8 nouvean pour que 
wais, pent-étre pouirrions-nous faire comprendre au 
ent de ‘Téhéran qu'il mirait intérot A choisir en France un directeur des 
services financiers plutot qu'un conseiller. 

Cet agent aurait des fonctions 
mithodes et de do 


a politique finance 
le conseiller finan 














permettraient de faire prévaloir sea 
Tl pourrait étre 
les recettes et de toutes 





ves de Tutilité de son intervention. 
piabilité de toute 











er et de vérilier 
pouses de l'Bmpin 














1 i ect emploi 
paiement, des dépe i 
ient d'etre contige i Mx, W. Morgan 
peut pas reven: 

services financiers dautres branches de Vadministration. 
ours, Ie direetour des services financiers aurai 
comptabilité budgétaire au Ministe 

principal réle parn 
du director: général de lit Com 
I disposerait dé 
Ta situation «i 
1 aurait (out naturellement & uniter les q 
omprunt, 
ices dtrangeres, 





Ta perception du 
nt persan ne 
{Ja direction des 





Le Gouyernem 











ait désigné pour jouer le 

on, commie en. 

ir sur tous les servic 

on sullisauts pour renseigner le Ministre «les 

‘ct lui permottre d'introduire les réfon 

fons qui sont_du dom: 
des difficultés Wordre financier 


2 des Finances, qu'il 
res étrangers. 
publique, se ferait se 











18 nécossairos. 
propre du 
















ayee les Puiss 








nos _ proposition: 
fin (installer vn nouveau 
do népondre i cet appel ct de pass 


fonctionnaire: frangais, je me ferais umn devoi 
lesquels mon concours serait jugé utile. 


Porso los quelques mots pend 













Rapport par ULispectour dex Minaners Bizot d M. UIuspecteur des Finances, 


PAL passé deus 4 j 
Jai fait des rapports, fai indiquis les réformos m 

Mes rapporis ont été traiuits, mais le 
meme pas. clans lone Tangue’ esa 
fonctionnaires en place ne ponvaient se résoudre 





on Te temps d 


on financidre, 


interprates Tes micux qualifiés 


1 correspondant 

















des homines nouvoaus, & Wes jeune: 
ilo. banque. sans 
y rigées et s'épuis 

rondre produ 
helges phicés 





Burope, & des Aru 












1 dos travany 1 
ives sous les ordre 
Ge de P Administ 





qu'on aurait. py 
par les fonctionnaire 





un chef; les résultats obtenus 
Donanes en sont 











Les projets de réforme Tes mieu 
Jone dis pas qu'il n'y ait en Perse aucune organisation finan 
sur le régime ancien du forfait a 
répondent & une conception de pouvoir difiérente de celle 
ranx nécessités de Vorlre nouveau : 
ote du budget par les Chambres, comptabilité publi 
es faits de recettes et de 





pour les esieute 
ais les ronags de cette organisation base 











Is me peuvent se pli 





du, Gouverne 
chéran «que dans les. prov 
Les hommes 











» contestaieat j 
ppliquer ces princip 
< iilées d'indépendane 
reiice étrangire da 
hesoin dé professours, de“ savants 

igayer des conseillers, mais ell 


la névessité do demander & l6tranger des 











Vopinion publiqu 
exelure toute in 





et de sonver 











it dispose i faire de 
it pas d'administrat 





nerilives pour ¢ 
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Jo no cessais de répéter que puisque les Ministres conserveraient Ja hante 
direction des affaires du pays et Ie controle des actes des fonctionnaires étrangers 
engagés par eux, ils seraient armés contre des initiatives opposées a Vorientation de ta 
politique nationale, : 

‘Jinsistais sur ce fait que le conseiller financier ne pouvait & lui seul assimer la 
lourde tiche d'instruire tout un personnel administratif. La situation finaneiéro était, 
trop critique pour laisser au pays le loisir des longues discussions et des études 
théoriques. Le meilleur conseiller u’est-il pas, au reste, celui qui tire ses enseigne- 
ments des difficultés rencontrées dans Yexéention d'un service dont ill a la charge 2 

‘Guidé par ces considérations, j'avais demandé ot obtenu en 1909 que lo Gouverne- 
ment Impérial de Perse s'adressit a la. France pour engagement d’un fonctionnaire 
chargé de la centralisation des comptes, de Ja perception de Vimpot “ maliat” et du 
paiement des dépenses. Ce fonctionnaire aurait eu des attributions analogues & celles 
Gin trésorier général, mais plus importantes. Tl aurait pergu le “maliat ” A Téhéran 
et anrait peu & pew étendu son action dans les provinces, Il aurait 66 chargé do 
Vorganisation de la comptabilité au Ministire des Finances. 

Centralisant tous les comptes de recettes et de dépenses, il aurait, & eoté du 
Ministre des FF ia préparation du Iudget et jond le réle du directeur 
genéral de In Comptabilité publiqu 

Cot agent superienr me semblait tout désigné pour me remplac 
de conseiller financier, 
his tard, pour répondry au désir du Parlement d’avoir-un programme de réforme 
finaneidres plus générales, j'avais proposé V'engagement de fonctionnaires. étrangers 
chargés de Vassiette de Vimpot direct, dir cadastre et de Yorganisation des impots de 
timbre et denresistrement. 
yee intention, Gcart 






























dans 1es fonctions 























é de ce programme les impots indireets sur Tes objets 
‘tion: sel, tabte, opium, alcool, Des fonctionnairos étrangers chargés do 
la perception de ces impots se seraient heurtés & des difficultés d'ordre religions qui 
pouvaient rendre leur tiche impossible, 1! était préférable de confier le soin de erdor 
ces impéts i des administrations indigenes, sauf i les réglementer plus tard quand le 
principe en aurait été admis sans contestation, 
formellement engage, dans le cas oh le Gouvernement, Impérial 

aiv a la France pour le choix de ces fonctionnaires, & revenir passer quelques 
héran pour les installer, 
Mes. propositions ont été favorablement accu 
févrior 1910. Lo Ministre des Finances prit Tinitiative de don 
rououvellement de mon contrat pour une durée de trois rnois. Dans spe 
deyais, en rentrant en France, poursnivre la réalisation dle ce programme. 

Pour des raisons qu'il ne m'appartient pas de eonnaitre, le Gouvernement persan 
‘a été amoné i poursuivre Yengagement des agents financiers en dehors de Tinfluence 
francaise: 1" "Evening Star” du 10 1911, « annoneé Ia nomination de 
Mr. W. Morgan Schuster, fonctionnaire anérieain, comme trésorior géuéral do I’Empire 
de Perse. Le Gouvernement Impé le désirer que je repreune mes ancienies 
fonctions de conseiller financier; ider il pourrait soutenir que mon 
programme a vté adopté et a dé vent dexéention, Je ne pourrais 
done me soustraire a Vobligation de poursuivre la rGalisation des réformes proposées. 

Tes raisons que jai maintes fois exposées en demandant qu’on confiit les 
attributions du conseiller financier & un agent d'exéeution, loin d'avoir perdu leur 
valeur, mie semblent, au contraire, avoir pris aujourdhni une importance plus grande, 

Si les nouveaux services & eréer avaient ei 4 leur téte des agents francais, on 
aurait pu dire que Ie conseiller financier était nécossaire pour les représenter auprés dt 

i anaintenir l'unité de direction, 























mois 





Mon contrat expirait en 
rider ant Parlement to 
a6, jo 











































jéme plus te jouer aver des 
Gricains, appliquant chac 18 
tervention ne pourrait aboutir bien 
souvent qu’ créer des conflits et des frofssements aussi nuisibles & la bonne exéeution 
des services qu’ nos relations internationales, 

Pendant deux années j'ai tonjours eu des rapports excellents avec I'Administration 
des Donanes, placée entre les mains de foncti s helges, parce que je n'ai jamais 
cherché & m'immiscer dans les affaires de son ressort, 
que beaucoup de questions sont du domaine propre du 
conseiller ; je puis citer les projets demprunt, les projets Worganisation, Vexamen et 
Te reglement des diflicultés avec les Gouvernements étraugers; il y a Ja sans doute 

terrain pour développer son activité et notre influence, Je ne Ie cantesto pas. 
£1768) 3F 












mithodes et trés jaloux de te 
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Mais toutes ces négociations ne peuvent étre utilement conduites que si les administra- 
tions étrangtres—tris indépendantes & ¢3té d’un Ministre des Finances parfois incom- 
révéler au conseiller financier les secrets de leur comptabilité 
D'autre part, dans we pays dont les besoins sont tr’s grands et les ressources 
des, on peut concevoir de quelle autorité dispose un chef de service ayant une 
s¢, faisant des recettes et payant les traitenents ou autres dépenses. 
‘Tai bien souvent constaté que lorsque le Gouvernement se débattait dans de trés 
grandes difficultés financiéres, les Ministres s‘adressaient directement aux banques, i 
P Administration des Postes ou des Douanes, et n’avaient recours i mon intervention 
qu'aprés avoir épuisé tous les autres moyens de erédit. Quand je leur faisait remarqu 
+ Hinicohiérence de ces méthodes conduisant le pays & la ruine, ils me répondaient av 
ase, de raison avons que faire de théories quand nous devons acquitter 
x des dépenses urgentes comme la solde des troupes; nous sommes obliges 
ceux qui peuvent nous donner de argent.” 
is cos conditions, n'y a-t-il pas lieu de craindre que 
7 samoindrisse dans | n parti malveillant ri 
daméliorations immédiates lui demande compte des résultats de ses effort 
Lae projet tendant 2 contier fi i 
du “matiat,” le cadastre, Ia rd 
ahoutir & donner une trop 
dle ces nouveanx gorvices, Cette influence pouvait éveiller la. susceptibil 
ation rivale ot lui porter ombrage. Mais, en détinitive, si le Gouvernement Imp 
de Perse a intention bien arrétée de se retourner vers la France pour lengagement 
de son couseiller financier, c'est qu'il entond orienter sa politique finaneiére vers les 
mdthiodes frangais 
Ne pourrait-on pas faire comprendeo ila Perse que, pour atteindre ee but, elle aurait 
intérot a choisir on France un directour des services financiers p ei 
Co fonctionniaine serait chiang de centraliser et de vérifier Ia comptabilité de 
toutes les recettes et ile toutes les dépenses dle IE pprvs Tes méthodes bud 
anisquolles la Perse entend se conformer, Savais demandé qu'on le chargeat du ser 







No. 335. 
Sir Bdtcard Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


[10687] 











pétent—consentent 


Tin 





(No. 86, 

(sicgrephic Ri Foreign Ofice, March 23, 1911, 
‘Sik G. BUCHANAN’S telegram No, 61 of the 21st March : Tureo-Persian frontier. 
You can act with your Russian colleague as suggested. 















































(10687) No. 336, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. | 
| 




























(No. 69.) , 
(Telegraphic.) R. _ Foreign Ofiice, March 23, 1911, 
YOUR telegram No. G4 of to-day ; Turco-Persian frontier, 
You may support your Russian colleague and act generally with him in accordance 
with Sir G. Buchanan’s telegram No. 61 of the 21st March. 






































(9423) No. 3: 


si 








Bilward Grey to 










ir G. Buchanan, | 








Yonfidential, 

, as ) orvign Office, March 23, 1911. | 
WITH reference to telegraphic correspondence which has passod between this 

Office, His Majesty's Embassy at St. Petersburg, and His Majesty's Legation at 

‘Vehrua, relative to the survey which it is proposed to make of the country betwoen 

fil aud Khoremabad, with a view to the eventual construction of a section of the 

projected Julfa-Mohammerah Railway, I transit to your Excellency herewith copy of 






























































Ag i trésoreria, cu paiement des dépenses ot dela perception du“ aliat-” Les fonctions etter from the India Ollice expressing concurrence in the recommendation of the | 
det ier général vionnent (etre données & Mr. W. Morgan &% Le Gouyerne- ‘overmnent of India that Lieutenant Wilson,2 to whom the work will be entrusted, 
nent Tinpérinl ne peut revenir sur cette décision, mas il se e de rattacher it la should be allowed to proceed from Khoremabad to, Burujird as an ordinary travell \ 
ireetion des serviens fi ss d’autres branches de Vadministrition, Your oncy is aware that His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has already 

Diaibleurs, lo ‘les. services| financiers, n/aneaitf dans son) Lot a exprossed the view that, for the reasons given by the Government of India, such 





dw Ministire des F 
ionn ange 
dnéral de la Comptabilité publique, se ferait sentir sur 
tous los services, Ive dire services financiers serait particulidrement qualifié 
pour renseigner le Ministre des Finances sur lu situation financibre, V'éclairer de ses 
Conseils dans les questions demprnnt et, en général, dans toutes les discussions avec 

los Puissancos étrangires. 
Si li Perse yout 1mm jour user de notre erédit, elle doit savoir qu’elle rencontrera 
dns les bang nement francais dé ineilleures dispositions avee 
ss téte un fonctionnaire frangais. 








Vorganisation do In comptabilité bud, 
wwe Ie principal rile parmi les fo 
Me lu ire 


ices quill serait 


fe Hesitable, and, having regard to the consenstis of opinion in its favour, Lam disposed 
mm action, comme 


to authorise Mr. Wilson to proceed according! : 

Thats therefore to nuest your Excellency to, inform the Russian Goverment 
that Mr. Wilson proposes, after tlie termination of his survey, to visit Burujird as an 
ordinary traveller, inaking it clear to then that he will of course make no survey 
11 the Russia sphere unless they should wish him to do 0. 






































Tam, &e. 
. GRE 

























10833) No. 338, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gr 





—(Ieevived Maveh 24.) 




















































Xo, 93, 
ii {ieiegrsehie). P. Tohivan, March 24, 1911, | 
oee7 Boe IW teply to your telegram No, 83 of the 23rd March, T have the honour to report 
Sana ; ae, 6 that information of only two robberies on the 22nd February has reached me. 
Raceh Lanether to Sir Biicard Grey, (Received Mareh His Majesty's acting consul at Shira telegraphs as follows in reply to enquiry -— 
(Telegraphic. P. Conatantinople, March 28, 1911 Tt appears certain that on the 18th February 200 or 300 troops who had recently 


arrived and who were close to the caravan took to flight on the appearance of some thirty 
robbers, that the robbery was witnessed by some officers together with their commanding 
officer, and that no effort was made by them to take any action. It is said that com: i 
imanding officer replied to the instances of the onlookers to the effect that, he had no | 
striotions to act against the robbers. It is, however, untrue that the soldiers acted | 
collusion with the robbers. 


TURCO-PERSIAN frontier 
With reference to your telegram No, G6 of the 2ist instant, Ushould be glad to 
Know if Fam authorised to support the Russian Ambassador, whe is now prepared te 
make suguestion to Turkish Governanent verbally 
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[9423] No. 939. 


Sir Baveard Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 


(No. 89.) 
(ne Pareign Office, March 24, 1911. 


elegraphic) 
DIZFUL-KHOREMABAD survey. Your telegram No. 76 of the th March. 

Sir G, Buchanan has been instructed to inform Russian Government that 
Lieutenant Wilson proposes to visit Burujird as an ordinary traveller after termination 
of his survey, and to make clear to them that, unless they wish him to do so, he will 
make no survey in Russian sp! 













(10573) 





. 340, 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No. 99.) 
(Relegraphic.) P. 

AM I to understand from your telegram No. 6: 
to construct « railway as far as Khoremabad, as far as the Russian Goverument are 
concerned, if, we undertake not to proceed to construct until we have come to an 
agreement with them on points at issue? As faras T am aware there is no suitable 
place between Dizful and Khoremabad where a ‘ould stop, and we should not be 
obtaining an undue advantage, as the Russian Government. contemplate the construction 
fa ine trom north to south 

T would give every encouragement to « proposal on the lines of Lord Grimthorpe’s 
negotiations, of which I have been informed, on the understanding that Russia would 
not oppose ‘a line to Khoremabad, which the Russian Goverament or the Persian 
Government, might eventual ‘up with Tehran ; and there could be no objection 
on our part if the Russian Government profer to construct a line from Enzeli to Tehran, 
‘and ean interest British capital in the scheme, 

Imports from the United Kingdom into Arabistan for the years 1907-8 and 1908-9 
amounted to 135,000, and $1,000L. respectively ; while those ‘from India for the same 
years amounted to 107,000, and 104,0002., as can be seen from the trade returns, 

entively to the imports of machinery of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, a 
temponiry cause, the figures for 109-10 show a large increase, 





Foreign Ofice, Mareh 24, 1911, 
that'we may apply for an option 













































{10462} No. S41. 
Foreign O fice to Messrs. Dizon umd Co. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Ofice, March 24, 1911. 
WITH re ur letter of the 17th instant, relative to the question of 





ruil by the Govern ral of Fars, Tam directed by the 
gu Aflairs to inform you that: His Majesty's Minister at 
1n Was instructed by telegraph to enquire of His Majesty’s consul-general at 
Bushire whether he had any i i the subject. 2 
According to a report Which has now been received from Lieutenant-Col 
through Sir G, Barelay, your firm would appear to 
vont By tele agent 
‘The newly appointed Governor-General of Fars, it is understood, refused an offer 
made by the prineipal chief of Tangistan to pay a portion of the revenue due, and, 
regarding him as a rebel, sent an expedition against him last month, whieh resulted in 
ting. 
Te i true that some of the lets betwe 
to Nizam-es-Sultanch, but these have been made 
property of his which is rented by the chiefs. 
Colonel Cox adds that he requested 
outstanding commercial claims ont 
information that this has been done 











‘ ol Cox, 
ave misunderstood the information 












n Bus 





ire and Shiraz have made p 
most cases on account of personal 








sSultanch to recover several 
way to Shiraz, but that he has so far received no 








Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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(9755) No. 34 


Foreign Ofico to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Osice, March 24, 1911. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to inform you that a 
copy of your letter of the 22nd December last on the subject of the arrangement 
Detween the Persian Government and the Imperial Bank in respect of the Anglo- 
Indian loan of 1903-4 was forwarded to the India Office. A reply has now heen 
received from that department to the following effect. : 

Tt is true, as stated in your letter, that in the total sum due by the Persian 
Government on the 20th March, 1910, amounting to 314,281, 16s. 4d., a sum of 
42,3511. Os. 9d, was included for capitalised arrears of interest, and Tord Morley. is 
prepared to agree that one-fifth of the latter amount shall in due course be retained by 
The bank, He cannot, however, agree that the whole of the one-fifth shall be retained 
from the first instalment of principal payable by Persia in 1913. 

Lord Morley is, however, willing that, of the sums payable by Persia in redemption 
of principal under the nevw arrangements, the first 42,2610, Os. Od. shall he regarded as 
in payment of the interest due at the 20th March, 1910, and that the Imperial Bank 
shall be allowed to retai th of this som in addition to one-fifth of the instalments 
of interest payable ew amortisation scheme. On the assumption that the 
payments due from Persia under the new scheme are regularly rade, the sums to be 
Teiained by the bank in 1913-14, and succeeding years, will be as follows -— 

























Onesfifth of Intorest 1 grees to ‘Total. 


igs Tstalinent. 4 representing 
ise Interest, 
to a Leora 
1918-14 | -$M216 « 12 18 2 
2097 3 S058 1 
aan 4 i 2480 14 UL 





11617, | ORT 6 





and thenceforward one-fifth of the interest paid. cay 
am, Ke, 
LOUIS MALL 








[9048) No. 343. 


Foreign Ofice to Messrs 





iagler and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, Mareh 24, 1911. 

TAM directed by Seoretary Sir Edwand Grey to acknowledge the receipt, of the 
letter of the 17th instant, signed by yourselves, Messrs. H.C. Dixon and Co,, and 
Messrs, Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons (Limited), relative to the reports which haye reached 
you of the recrudescence of robberies in the Bushire-Ispaban road. Ray 

Tam to inform you in reply that a telegram has been addressed to His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Tehran enquiring whether he has received any confirmation of your state- 
mont that two of these outrages were perpetrated under the eyes of the Persian troops, 
and to protect the road. 


‘As regards the roblery refbrred to in your letter ax having. taken place on the 
1sth ultimo 2 farsakhs from Shiraz, Tam to state that, acoording to reports recently 
reccived from Sit'G. Barelay, the stolen goods have been reeuvere 

am, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 






































[izes] 3G 
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(10939) 





No. 344, 


Tévutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Mareh 25.) 















(No. 2. Commercial. Confidential.) 
Sin : Bushire, March 4, 1911. 
IN connection with your despatch No. 8, Political, of the 2nd September, 1909, 
T have the honour to submit to you a paraphrase of a telegram, which I addressed to 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the Sth February, on the subject of the sulphur 
mines at Bostaneh, in the neighbourhood of Lingah, 

According to recent reports from His Majesty's 
three mines have been worked, but the whole hill of Bostaneh, covering almost 4 square 
miles, with an altitude of about 1,000 fect, appears to be of the same composition. ‘The 
Bostaneh hill is situated 12 miles west of Lingaly, about 2 miles from the 
seit-coast at a point 2 or 3 miles west of Shinas. Mr. New thought that the output 
would be dependent on the labour employed, and might, in_practised hands, extend to 
ory lange quantities |The sulphu has, in past years uuder the concession of Muin- 
ut-Tujjar, been subjected to a rude refinin; out 520 ewts. were exported 

p cawes tl consigned to. Mess. Ei ester, during April 1909- 
Muin-ut-Tujjar’s concessions were declared by the Persian Government to 
have lapsed, at the time of the grant of the red oxide concession on Hormuz to Messrs. 
Strick & Co,, the working of the deposits has been in abeyance, but from recent 
rumours from Tehran, it would seem as if Muin-ut-Tujjar is manceusting. to regain. his 
‘old rights, 

T gather that vations British firms are interested in the deposit of 
Professor Dunstan wrote in August 1909 that one finn “expressed a desire to 
negotiate for regular and continuous sup; material, and would be glad to 

nm whether the owners wish to dispose of the deposit.” Messrs. Ellinge 
they had with Mr. Chick last summer, made it clear that, if the 
todo bu nild consider th 
ally taking np) con 
chile, T note that Messrs. F.C, Strick & Co. are prepared to. ne 
concession for all mineral exploitation along the Persian coast, and have for some ti 
been aware of and watched these Bostanch deposits of sulphur. Finally, 1 have 
enquiries from Messrs, D. Waldie & Co,, Chemical Works, Konnagar, Caleutta 
subject. . i 

As British interest in this sulphur is s and ns the 
thatthe development of these toiner ta seeutiic hans 
business commercially, it would be regrettable: if the coucessi 
British firm hetore Muin-ut-Pujjar regnins it, 

Tt is possible that Messrs, Strick & Co. may not care to interest th 
small concession tor wo ji f 
their more comprehensive 
and capital watch Gould ‘he. attrnetea, 
correspondents, L understand that Mr. ¢ 
of the Board of Trade, 

















eweonsnl at Lingah, altogether 
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sulphur, 




















































some grounds 
ld lead to profitable 
secured for a 











pselves in a 
ting through 
freah intereat 
or Dunstan's 


ith Mr. Ashley, 




















Messrs. Ellin 
ick discussed th 










‘question 





sweeping concession, such as 
delay, 1 venture to express the opinion 
at. Bostanel commercial stand- 






















Thave, &e 

- P. % COX, 

British Hesident in the Persian Gulf, and 
His Britannic Majesty's Cousul- 

General for Fars, ke. 
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Enclosure in No: 344, 
[Wiewtenant-Colonel Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 


graphic.) P. Bushire, February 5, 1911. 
BLEASE refer to your telegram No. 16. 

ick is, I fear, unlikely to be successful, and if you share this doubt, L would 
urge the importance to British commerce that a separate concession for working. the 
Bostanch sulphur mines should at all events be secured by a British interest, 

Tn 1909 I forwarded crudely refined specimens of Bostaneh sulphur to the Board 
of Trade, and T was informed by the Imperial Institute that they contained over 99 
per cent. of good quality sulphur, English merchants, including Ellinger, to whom 
Specimens were shown desired to negotiate for a regular supply, and to Tearn whether 

wished to dispose of the deposit. ies on the subject of this sulphur 
deposit have also been received from a firm in India, ‘ 

Th case Strick’s larger scheme fulls through, 1 ventury to ask you to consider the 
expediency of advising him to keep an aye on a separate sulphur concession, And if 
he fails to get the concession he is now trying for and does not faney the Bostaneh 

ion, perhaps Ellinger or other firin known to the Board of “rade could be 
H 




































approached. 4 
Tt seems possible that the Muin will regain his old fons on a basis: very 
favourable to the Persian Government, and it will be very satisfactory. if before that 
happens we can reseue this sulphur concession for a British firm, 
‘Owing to the suspension of the Muin’s concession, there has, to my knowledge, 
been no shipment for twelve months, 























(10941) No. 345. 
Licutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 

(No. 4. Commercial.) 

Sir, Bushire, March 6, 1911. 


T HAVE the honour to submit for your consideration a memorandum drawa up 
by Mr. H.G. Chick, my commercial adviser, on the subject of tho trade routes in 
Southora Persia, and particularly the prospects of a British concession for a motor 
transport service between Bushire and Shiraz, by the Firuzabad route, 

‘Tho memorandum reaches my hands just as 1 am leaving headquartors for outside 
cd tine does not admit of my commenting on it at 


















work at Abu Musa and elsewhere 
length before my departur 

But prima facie it seems to me that there is a good deal to bo said for the 
suggestion that in the course of our efforts to bring about a state of sccurity on the 
trade route between Bushire and Shiraz we should incidentally work in a concession 
for a British or Anglo-Peraian wheeled transport servico on the easier alignment vid 
Firuzabad. 

‘The acquisition of such a concession for British enterprise would! not only assist 
materially towards maintaining our predominai this zone, and help to keep 
foreign enterprise out, but would, Iam sure, greatly stimulate the flagging spirits and 
energies of British firms trading or endeavouring to trade in this part of Southern 
Persia. 

Before the project can be usefully examined, however, we must necessarily know 
the engineering possibilities and probable cost of the track per mile, and for thin reason 
Thave in the first instance ventured to send to His Maj wer and the 
Government of India the telegram of which T append a paraphra 

I Hare &e, 
; P, Z. COX, 
British, Resident in th: Peraian Gulf, and 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul 
General for Fars, 
























































Enclosure 1 in No. 345, 








Memorandum on the Utility of a British Concession for a Motor Road from 













1. Present Condition of the Bushire Shiraz Road. 


THERE is at present a lull 


the critical condition of affairs prevailin, 
caravan route from Bushire to Shiraz. a sion 


i _, (Coustant and inereasing anarchy in Fars, with 
all its consequent menaces to the stability and security of British commercial interests 
along the southern route, aggravated also by th 


ce of the Central Persian 
ignorance of the true 


f made the British note 
That the last month of the period allowed to the Persian 
nee passed without robberies, and also this fourth month, 
due to the season of 1 


Government and it 
of the 14th October inev 
Government for cor 
been a purely fortuitous c 
severity of that season. 
have heen falls of snow on the 
the memory of Persians. 
irculate between Ka 
passes east of Kazerun were repor 
proceeding. to take chi 
‘md then had to cut his way up ane ko 














‘the year and the pec 
ary rains in the coast-belt, there 
nountain ranges south aind west of Shiraz wl 

whole of Janu 
wid Shiraz, and towards the end of the month the 
Xl quite blocked with snow 
rae of the consulate ut Shiraz, wus d 














Mr. G. G. Knox, 
(five days in Kaser 
i 1 through several feet of snow, and his sepo 
turn 4 Pied to Kai ae unable to make headwa; s 
lorical fact that during the two m Is ing the peri wil é 
{greatest soverity caravan robberies ire almost SNSTESEaAl ae das 
even in the past four years 
and the Ist March the nomads are settled in th 
their flocks and a 
Having regard, therefore, tothe 
nbark on the policing of the road, with 
driven to do so, there could not haye been any more fort 
tum than October last; on the other hand, I do not th 
i thy proved freedom of the roa fra 
inclemency of the season is almost entire 
Ii sybte nw ongued eo 
As matters stand to-day, T t 
in the south is similarly sceptical —whether then 
11 jot from the results of 1 
that Nizani-es-Sultaneh has 1 
of his desire to put the caravan 
ceo responsibility 








nknown at normal 


and have been 
Added. to. this, bety 


; n the 16th December 
winter quarters and occupied with 











willingness of the British Government to 
® results, until absolutely 





all its specula 









ve realised that the 
ltogetlier, to be thanked for the 














ntly set out for Shiraz after many protestations to. us 
in order, aud that the Kashgai Tkha: 
curity (a quite € 








hing to do considering. 
are not wanting persons who are 





convinced that Nidan 
in w favourable position for gett 
in the provinee (which, howeve 

signing the Gos 
ile, on the oth 


Sultaieh’s wal object i 
i in the outs 








ianding revenues of his own Iai 
do not lie on the road), and that 
p directly he meets with opposition 

e Kashgai Ikhani will 








hand, it is quite on the 
ind reputliate responsibi 
woment have, it is ti 





‘Mhe Contral Persi 
feared they will soon set ov 
Fars will dwindle to a fo 
Soulet-ed-Dowleh 
tufanghis, whom he now 





received a fright, but it is to be 





it. ‘The 2,800 soldiers whom they promised to send to 
almost certainly they will be 


vy hundred useless: north 
is most unlikely 
niins to have put to. gi 


















the Bars“ Maliyat.” 








i t suppose that the th 

or disturbed them, nor that the Pe 

Shiray and an kha 

ut the road lieing constantly su 
h note of the 


the British note has reached 

make-believe force at 

I a sufficient lesson to 

raids of nomads on the migration. 

ist January informed the Persian Government that, 
nt of British offi 

ue of the imeasures whi 








vours, could teach they 








though they wou 
longer to enabl 





0 them to judge of the ¥: 
Goyernmont claim to have taken, they reserved the right to do so. ev 


tually if local 
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‘measures proved unavailing. A period of seven to eight months from the beginning 
of the vernal migration (21st March) will probably be more than ample to show 
that the Persian Government and Nizam-es-Saltaneh have failed in their task. ‘Then 
some British measure for the policing of the road must follow, unless our face is to 
be blackened in the eyes of all British interests in the south, and the eyes of most 
Persians also. 

‘As to the limitations of the present policing scheme and its difficulties—in 
particular, the difficult nature of the route itself for the operations of a force covering 
the passage of caravans—they are perhaps hardly realised to the full ; the cost, will bo 
heavy; the task, in the face of opposition from the various Persian ‘elements, is likely 
to be beyond the powers of a few British officers; while the idea of Swedish officers, 
without any previous knowledge of the country, or the people, or the language, seems 
to me foredoomed to failure. 














2% Choice of Routes from the Gulf to the Interior. 


‘At the moment when we seem obliged to contemplate the ultimate necessity of 
supervising the security along what is on all hands admitted to be a very difficult. 
route, which could only be made possible for wheeled vehicles at very great expense, 
the question of the future choice of routes to the interior has been bronght_ into 
prominence by the discussion of various projects for railways, either of commercial or 
political importance. 

Tunderstand that aligninents from Mobammerah northwards from Bunder Abbas 
to Kerman, and from Bunder Abbas to Shiraz and Mohammerah, with a branch to 
Bushire, all have been or are under consideration, ‘Theso include the three natural 
points of ingress and. egress for foreign trade in southern Persia, Of these Bughire 
has certainly occupied for considerably moro than a. century « vastly predominant 
position, and even to-day, with the southern roads in disorder, it is the first port in 
Persia.” The increased figures for Arabistan in 1909-1911 are traceable to two causes 
alone: imports of material by the oil company, valued at more than 00,000, and the 
300,0001.-100,0001. transport trade, which has temporarily left the Bushire roud for the 
Ahwaz route. 

Tt is a remarkable fact that this: Bushire-Shirz caravan route, across an 
extraordinarily difficult series of precipitous mountains und. passes, should yet have 
been adhered to tenaciously for so long a period, and preferred by importing an 
exporting traders to others apparently much casior. ‘Thoro must, I think, exist solid 
commercial reasons for this preference, beyond the comparative facilities which the 
route enjoys in the shape of telegraph line and caravanserais, and it will be worth while 
mining this question in detail now that the selection of alignments for projected 
railroads has become of lively importance. For the present it may be remarked 
that :— 







































(i) Shiraz (perhaps 60,000 inhabitants) is the wealthy centre of a populous and 
a 









prosperous district, which needs to use the quicker route to the coast, which is 
Bushire. 3 : 
(ii) Lying between the two towns are centres, such as Ki Firwaabad, 





Borasjun, &c,, which represent either settled intertrade interests, or, like Pasa, Dashti, 
and Dashtistan, actually dispose of a large quantity and variety of agricultural produce, 
‘capable of very profitable development. 

(iii,) The Kashgai tribe, one of the largest in Persia, numbering probably between 
300,000 and 400,000 souls, has its habitat for six months of the year cross the 
Mountains between Shiraz and Bushire, and intermediate townships, and its 
consumption of imports from Europe is very (2), while export of produce by the 
tribe, once facility of transport were assured, would develop enormously, 

liv.) The trading associntion of Persian merchants in Bushire with European 
houses has been of long standing, and from their forwarding connection they are more 
in direct touch with Buropean methods and enterprise than any other coast port, in 
addition to which there has been established in Bushire for years a nuclous of British 
commervial firms who have large vested interests in the prosperity of the port and its 
connection with the interior. 

(s,) There is a great interdependence of trade between Bushire, Shiraz, Ispahan, 
and other large towns of the interior, import goods being exchanged against export 
aoods, and as a rest of years of credit supplied by Bish capital, the British Grime 
(1768) 8 
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interested and indebted Persian importers require to keep a constant stream of imports 
coming in by this route, and a constant turnover of money. 

(vi.) ‘There being ‘vested ” interests in the maintenance of the trading connection 
between Bushire, Shiraz, &c., the old-established British and Persian firms, with their 
Tong experience, would be so hit that they would be compelled to retire, were new 
trade routes pushed to the exclusion of that in present use. 










Tn addition to this raison détre for the present route, the following reflections 
occur to me in counection with the proposed railway scheme 








(a.) Supposing for a moment that we restricted our aspirations to obtaining 
concessions for lines from Bunder Abbas to Kerman, and Mobammerah to Burujird, 
and left the central portion of the neutral zone untouched, some other Power n 
surely appreciate the commercial opening afforded in the central portion of the neutral 
one, and endeavour to secure it for themselves, and should that Power provide a 
jovernment guarantee, the British lines on each side might be placed at a 
disadvantage. 

(},) Far the largest portion of the existing trade of southern Persia is settled along 
the Bushiro-Shiraz route, ‘The revenue derived from transport is heavy, and besides 
the fot of the short distance, the prospect of an immediate return on money spent in 
laying down a line betweon Bushire anil Shiraz presents attractions as a purely 
commercial proposition, while w relatively small Goveranient guarantee, if any, should 
bo required hy the promoters. 

(c.) The port of Bushire would, in the light of improved transport facilities to the 
intorior, probably havo a much greater attraction as a possible site for improvement 
than most other spots along the coast. 

(2) Brom what paso in the first Medjliss when the question of the National Bank 
‘nd railway communication was brought up, and the deputies of Fars protested that 
Pars would! not: subscribe wbless the railway passed via Shiraz, and other reasons, I ain 
ned to think that Persian feeling in’ Fars, Shiraz and Bushire would be very 
strongly against any general scheme of railway i ich left. out direct 
connection between Shiraz and Bushire. 





































3. Need of Temporary 





‘ransport Improvements between Bushire and Shiraz. 


In the foregoing observa 
policing the pr 
solect certain 


pects of both tho imminent necessi 
sent Bushite-Kazerun-Shiraz caravan route, and 
lignments for rail 
consideration, because there is, to 
subject and a yossibility of taking a combined solution of the two. 

Why should the policing of a caravan route, incapable of being adapted to adn 
mechanical traction or any considerable further development, be forced on the British 
Government, when all necessity for policing might be avoided by making, at a 
moderate cost, an improved toute for mechanical transport in the direction of 
Firuzabad ? 

Jvis obvious that the actual laying down or completion of the various railroads 
suggested. is still far distant: meanwhile there is no reason why a metalled road, 
adapted for the use of Renard road trains, should not be a profitable commercial 
Venture, and afford at the same time a way out of the difficult position in which the 
British Government would be placed by a reerudescence of the insecurity on the old 
caravan route. 

If His Majesty's Government concur in the utility of such @ scheme, and give 
their strong support to it, it ought not to be difficult to find the necessary capital. 





y of 
Iso. the proposal to 
on in sonthern Persia, have been under 
ny mind, an important connection’ between the two 
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4. Revenue derived from Tragic aver Caravan Route, 


There are no statistics available in Persia to show the number of packages or 
number of pack-animals passing over the roads. From the Customs returns for the 
port of Bushire, Ihave, however, made a careful estimate of merchandise transported 
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to Shiraz, or vid Shiraz for further dispatch, by deducting the quantities which I 
consider likely to be consumed in the Bushire district or the coast plain, and then 
reckoned by the average value of mule-hire charged during the year in question. The 
results given show the quantities forwarded to Shiraz as being less than they probably 
are, Details of these quantities are given in the appendix, Taking the abstract of 
results thus obtained, I estimate :-— 








Year, Weight carried, 





me | 

























198 ve 


1908-9... 4,904,020 81,902 


= 115,621 








3,888,000 


190910... Tatoo een) foe 800 6,974,800 


















For these three years rates of hire have been reckoned at 120 krans, 170 krans, 
and 250 krans per 6} owt. respectively on the upward journey from Bushire to Shiraz. 
On the downward journey, the average rates have been calculated at 50 krans, 50 krans, 
and 40 krans per 6}-ewt. The great difference between the rates of hire up and down 
country are of course occasioned by the vastly greater quantity of imports offering 
than of exports ; this will not change until the agricultural and mineral: produce of 
Persia is exploited, 

All transport hire in the south has, however, risen abnormally during those years 
owing to insecnrity, and any estimate of the revenue which would have been derived 
from the same weights in normal times should be calculated at not more than 80 krans 
per 6} cwt. for the upward journey, and 30 krans for the downward journey. ‘These 
were the rates prevailing between 1900 and 1905 : 






























[me ] ton 





Krans, Krank, 
1,406,880 1,884,160 


165,100 






‘At 80 krans (up) 
9 80 krans (down) 





Tora. 








While remembering that, 1908-9 and 1909-10 were years that showed a groat 
falling-off of imported goods, it ean be reasonably estimated that the average revenue 
derived from transport hire ought not to be less than 40,0001. per annum, and might 
well reach 55,0001. Mechanical transport should also result in exports increasing, and 
the revenue from that source mounting considerably, 

‘An annnal return of 40,0001, on money spent in levelling and metalling the road, 
and the purchase of rolling-stock, would ‘appear to be an attractive enterprise on 
business grounds alone, 

It may be mentioned here that at the above norinal rates of hire the rate per ton 
per mile would be: 




















Upward journey. ++ ++ 246 Kran por ton per 200 miles = aay, 
14 rave per mile, say, 51 
Downward journey... -.s 92 krals por ton per 200 mules = any, 


2} kran per mile, say, 244, 





But there would be every reason to hope, after export trade began to grow, that 
these rates could be materially reduced. 
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Route to be follored, 


‘The route suggested would be in the direction of No. 24 of the 
Persia,” section 1, and would pass somewhere near the following place: 


Gurak (from Bushire) .. 
Abra 

Kalitneh 

Bhshakun 

Farashtand 

Kiruzabail 

Khnjai 

Kavar Bridgi 

Baba Haj 

Shine 


Total 


‘The first section of 30 miles is quite flat, almost on the sea-level, and the route 
generally is said to he very much easier from the point of view of gradient to that 
vid Kazorin, 

‘Thero isan alternative route between Ahram and Kalimeh some 19 miles longer 
by the Tang-i-Sohdar, down which the Persians brought their wheeled artillery. in 
1856. ‘This road could be casily improved. [t may also be noted from aim 
point of view that Kalimeh is an important strategical point on the line of adva 
from Bushire to Shiraz 

As regards Firwaabad, it was noted by military intelligence officers ten years ago, 
that Firwzabad was “a small centre with about 5,000 inhabitants, mostly engaged in 
fruit farming and cultivation. Supplies here are good, far above the average. Rice, 
grain, and barley are exported into the surrounding country, and fruits and rose-water 
to Bushire, ‘There is excellent camping ground for rge force here, and 
abundance of good water for nd animals, Fire-wood ‘in large quantities could 
be produced from Maiman. ‘The whole of the plain around the town is extremely 
fertile, and for Persia well inhabited. Altogether this is the best place along this 
route, Its chief importance from a military point of view would be that it is admirably 
suited fora halting place and supply depat.” i 

The agricultural resources of the plains of Fasa and Jabrum would also be 
probably developed considerably, if this ronte were followed, and the Kazerun plain 
with its agriculture is only 60 miles from Farashband. 


6, Hngincoring Surcey of this Route Desirable. 


AMl questions of the actual alignment must, however, depend on a proper survey 


dy someone acquainted with roud-making in, the Bast, anore especially as the question 
of gradionts would need to be carefully considered in’ the case of a road fit for the use 
of motor traction 
Tf the proposal that a concession for'a motor road should he obt 

Aroups and, as soon as possible meets with the approval of Government, L would 
Suggest that, inasmuch as the existence of mechanical transport over a made road 
should be of great assistance in solving the problem of the security of the trade-rou 
in which Government is so intorested, an engineer officer should be deputed from I 
to inspect the route this spring and report on it. Such a preliminary survey would 
have the object of making certain whether a motor road over the route suggested 
would be practicable, and the cost moderate from the financial point of view, and so 

mmit of Government advising British financiers that such a concession would bo 
feasible and worth while obtaining from the Persian Government. As the distance is 
short the survey should not occupy more than four to six weeks. Arrangements could 
be locally mado with friendly tribal chieftains and the Ikhani of the Kashgais, 
vo that no guarding escort would he necessary, and an officer froin the residency eould 
Accompany the survey party. 


7. Cost of Metalled Road for Motor Traction. 


preliminary survey ix carried out, it would be rash to make any guess 
as to the cost of a metalled road suited for motor-wageous aloug this route. We have 
beon told that road making in Baluchistan lias cost 400, per mile, and at that rate the 
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200 miles between Bushire and Shiraz would cost 80,0001. ; but the roads in question 
were perhaps not constructed for heavy motor traffic, and probably the engineering 
difficulties in this part of Persia would be much greater, for, besides the levelling of 
long stretch through the mountain passes, there will be gradients to be overcome, 
numerous culverts to be built, and a hard raised track made across 20 miles of the salt 
marshy plain behind Bushire. ‘The cost of those works might easily run to another 
100,001. 

‘This is why I think that we could hardly expect financiers in London to apply for 
their concession before the engineering capabilities of this project are reported on, nor 
to undertake the expense of sending out a civil engineer from England or India to 
report on the probabil cost: unless Wey havo. somio sort of asutiues from competent 
authorities that the project is within the range of practical possibilities, ‘This can be 
provided by Government if an engineer officer were deputed to survey the route for an 
estimate of the cost. a 

‘The price of buildings for storage, garages, also control-houses might amount 10 
10,0001. “At least six Renard trains would be required at first, and would cost with 
packing some 20,3702, 


8, Scheme to put forward to British Syndicate already interested in Moton Roads 
in Southern Persia. 


Thave been led to examine the possibility of the success of a moto 
between Bushire and Shiraz, both commercially and as a way out of the impasse” of 
guarding the Kazerun route from insecurity, after seeing in London the detailed 
project of the syndicate, who proposed to obtain a similar concession for the Bunder 
Abbas-Kerman road. Captain Rae, late His Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abbas, and 
mself agree that commercially the latter scheme would appear to be a profitable 
iy European financier, ancl could be effected at relatively small cost, 
The Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company's group, including Mr. J H. ‘Tritton, 
Sir Francis Mowatt, and others, would seem ddmirably suited to take up the present 
proposal, if supported by Government and considered mechanically feasible. ‘This 
: would also have the advantage of bringing now blood into British commercial 
rests in southern Persia, A 
If the preliminary survey suggested be fayourable, I venture to add that the 
present proposal might be brought to the notice of that group, with « promise of 
Government's support, unless the Board of Trade have other recommendations, 


9. Concession terms and Porsian interests in the Scheme, 


Tt would go without saying that the agreement of the Persian Government to. the 
suggested concession would have to be forced on them, as the only way to avoid the 
recurrence of disorders on the Kazerun ronte, and the interposition of Great Britain 
in the policing of that route. 

Under cover of Mr. Marling’s despatch No, 168 of te 1th July, 1908, was 
forwarded to the Foreign Office translation of the terms of « concession for running. 
Renard road trains over nearly all the carriugeabile roads of Persia, which was granted 
to the following Persian notables : a 


(dena) 


exile 


‘This concession has never been workeil, I understand, beyond bringing out « road 
train to run between Tehran and the summer camps in the Shimranat, which has 
ceased to run effectively. As the concession (article 1) stipulated that— 


‘The concessionnaires ure to work in Persia at least ten trains within two years 
from the date below (the 22nd June, 1906). ‘They will also begin making the roads 
within a year from this date; and after seven years all the roads above mentioned 
must be made cars te, otherwise they will be cancelled from the conditions of this 
concession. For the Bushire road they must begin in one year, and it must be finished 
within five years from the date of this concession.” 


‘The concession must certainly have lapsed as far as regards the Bushire-Shiraz road, 
f1768} BT 
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No mention was made of the price paid for it, but the roads when made the trains 
were to be freed from taxation for 15 years, after which the Persian Government was 
to levy 10 per cent. of the uet profits, On the other hand, the terms demanded by the 
Persian Government from the applicants for a concession for working the Kerman 
copper mine and a “tram line” from Kerman to the coast included the payment of 
10,0001. as a loan, and a royalty. 

In this instance there is no copper mine, and the road in question is less than half 
4s long, and the Persian Government ought to make no more avaricious demand than 
am adyance of some thousands of pounds, and an annual royalty, while the rights of 
the Persian Government to the ownership of the road could be recognised, however 
much the company leasing the road were under British protection. 

In this connection I tentatively put forward the idea that it might be found easier 
by an applicant British syndicate, if from the start they enlisted Persian financial 
support in the entexprise, Ttought to be a step in advarice towards the approval of 
the Medjliss to such a concession, if one or more Persian notables with large influence 
in Tehran, and without anti-British bias, were associated with the British promoters 
on the directorate ; and after the survey is made, one of the first steps of the promoters 
in London would be to dispatch a representative to Tehran to enlist such support with 
the consent of His Majesty's Legation 

Tn any caso, with the route traversing the territory and tribal property of the 
Kashgai Mkhani and the Khan of Dashti over a large part of the route, it would be 
imperative to conciliate the goodwill of those potentates by allotting them shares in 
the onterprisos, and paying a small subsidy as well. We have found during the recent 
visit of the Kashgai Ikhani that he is very wide awake to the value of his own 
territorial sphere ws lying right any road or railway from the coast to Shiraz 
and at the same time he seemed evidently to expect that developments would occur. 
Tthas long been patent that, he desires the caravan road to pass through his own 
territory, from the point of view of revenue to be drawn from this source. His cupidity 
is undoubtedly strong, There would probably bo not much difficulty in negotiating 
locally with the Kashgai Hkhani to secure his support of the scheme, 

































10. Importance of suggested Concession and Résumé. 


Politically, the importance of 
to me very wile, 





curing this road conoe: 





ion at an early date seems: 





(«.) It appears to mo the only alternative to managing ourselves the policing of the 
Kazonin route with all its difficulties. 

(/,) Tf ever Great Britain needs to introduce a force into South Persia, in the event 
of tho dissolution of Persia, or for making a demonstration, or for other’ purposes of 
safeguarding British interests, it can much more easily. be done over a metalled road, 
and over a toad in wl rights. 

(c.) The route 





















secutity 
as such n 
traction, 






mistake, 
Tn 





«dition to the above reasons, which recommend the suggestion, politically, 1 
have already: given reasons and statistics for assuming that the construction of a road 
for the passage of motor trains would be a very prosperous commercial venture and 
investment for British capital 

Everything, however, hinges on the possibility of the construction of such a road, 
and therefore T venture to hope that Government will depnte an engineer officer for the 
survey at the earliest possible date. 














H. G. CHIC 
Commercial Adviser. 
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Enclosure 2 in No, 345, 


Iuporns Transported to Shiraz, 


Return of Imports and Bzports into and from Shiras. 









1907-8, 





Word manufactures 
Candles 








cwts, 
1,584 














































































































































200 100 
400 180 
63,000 65,20 
15,000, 20,320 
10400, 3,000 
138 1600 
5400 400 
3,250 a 
‘Tin plates and sheets ) Ths 
‘Tin, lead, zine, bars and sheets 5 820 
Copper, nickel bars, &e, 8,100 8,880 
Cotton yarns «6 6,000 8,720 
Cotton tsaian 77 2] a8io00 25140 
Woollen yarns; 3 140 
Woollen tnsoes | 200 
‘Tames of woo! mixed with cotton Cy 
‘Tate tenses and yarns “1 340 
Foriture 40 
Papers. ay £00 
Siete ae ors 0 
Pottery, chinaware, ke i 
CChemfeal products, 2,040 
Dyen digo... 1200 
<r mS 40 
Glasaware, esr) TL 820 
meal ssa us| 191,708 1410 
| 
Exronts ‘Transported from Shiraz. 
= | rwor-s, | 1900-0. | 900-10. 
Cute Crt wt 
Almonds ss] 104000 7.500 000 
Raison {| “sis00 700 11600 
Fruity, dry, | 
Rosewater 
Asfotida | 
Drags, not specibed 


‘Total 
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2 Xo. B46, In reply, Lam to state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, that my Lords 

Paden Sa ee assent to the addition of half the sum in question, amounting to 83. 6s. 8d. in all, to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir G, Barelay, the 3001. which they have already undertaken to contribute ee a 
Bushire, March 6, 1911. TL. . 


rly passable, partly because the 

am-es-Sultanch, is halted half way, and partly because there is 
about. However, these aids to the security of the road will soon {22023} No. $47. 

disappear. Heavy robberies have lately been reported on the Shiraz—Ispahan, Bunder 

Abbas-Kerman, and Bunder Abbas-Lar routes, which are all most insecure. Nizam- Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—{Reccived March 251) 

e-Sultanch seems to be making no serious progress, and reports of consuls at Shiraz, (No. 94.) 

Korman, Lingah, and Bunder Abbas regarding their spheres are most pessimistic, (Telegraphic) P. Tehran, March 25, 1911. 

Consequently the possibility seems by no means remote that we shall have to make TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

good the British note, Reference to your telegram No. 86, dated the 23rd March, A 

This Re Tam informed by my Russian ‘colleague that he has been instructed, when making 
alternative m the communication to the Persian Government, to say that we must warn them that 
the, representatives of the Russian and British Governments will proceed! even if our 
invitation to Persian Government to co-operate isnot accepted. | i 

‘There is nothing in my instructions to authorise me to such w warning when 
making the communication, No mention is made of it in St, Petersburgh ‘telegram 
No, 61 of the 2ist March, and Tam unaware whether it was contemplated by His 
Majesty's Government,  (Pleve wefor to penultimate paragraph of your telegram to 

i i Sir G. Buchanan of the 26th February andito penultimate paragraph of Bir G. Buchanan's 
affords a feasible alignment for motor transport at all, the journey when the track was talegram No, 52 of the 2nd March) 
in working order wonld be performed in four days at the outside, and the task of eT ahould be «lad to receive instructions on this point, 
policing it would be greatly simplified, if necessary at all. 

Morcover, this road, unlike the ronte vid Kazerun, would have the advantage of 
lying mainly in the sphere of one tribe, the Kashgai, whose chiefs might be expected 
to co-operate with us, as they are friendly and alive to their own interests. 4 

Tn his memorandum Mr. Chick has gono into the figures, and these indicate that (11049) No, 348, 
a motor transport service by this route would, prima facie, be commercially lucrative, 





should it become necessary for us to participate in pol 
may ais well be a toute which could. be male practicable for » motor transport 
fon to the road vii Firuzabad, Tf this road 





but it would he necossary, hefore we could be sufficiently sure of this to recommend Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received March 27.) 

the project to any British or Anglo-Persian syndicate, that an export in hill roads and No. 70.) 

railways should examine the road and give an opinion on the alignment, and au ir, A qt 

‘approximate estimate of the cost of construction per mile. WITH referonce to your despatch No.76 of the 1uth instant, Ihave the honour 
‘Pho matter seems to be of immediate interest, as it might even be worth while to to state that Mr, O'Beime, by my request, Ind a conversation yesterday with 

stipulate, as a condition of abstention from 1g British officers on the Kazerun Hf. Klemm, the competent official of the Ministry of Foreign Aftains, regarding ‘the 


St. Peteraburgh, March 23, 1911, 


roiite, for the grant of « concession for w transport service on the Firuzabad road. propited confidential eommunicaion tothe Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company of the 

Unless the examination is carried out this spring opportunity will not recur until Tirms of the arrangement of the 3ist August, 1907, between the British and Rusdiim 

autumn. Would it be possible for the Government of India to depute Captain Governments respecting the exchange of certain telegraph ines in Persia, M, Klemm 

T, Hopkins, RU, who in 1% ed the Ahwaz-Shiraz route, or another engineer stated that he saw no objection whatever to the company being confidentially informed 

expert if he is not available? It would be necessary for him to arrive here by the end of the arrangement in question, ax alo of the rmugenet between the two Govern 
ph 


of the month, ‘The Kashg tarting up the ments with regard to the Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line, 
road, and an engineer officer and one of my staff whom Teould send with him would Thave, ke, 


thus have the advantage of Soulet-ed-Dowieh’s presence. GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 

If, primd facie, the idea commends itself to the Goverument of India and His 
Majesty's Minister, and if it will probably be feasible to spare an engineer officer for 
this duty forthwith, T request that I toay be informed as soon as possible, so that 
Soulet can ho asked to delay his departure to give our officers time to join him, 





(11050) No. 349, 
(10960) No. 816, E Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Reecived March 27.) 


< 7 St, Petersburgh, March 23, 1911, 
Treasury to Forcign Office —(Received March 25.) WITH reference tomy telegram No, 61 Sf ie Beth nwa, Fave te bonous fe Bia 
I Treasury Chambers, March 24, 18 transmit herewith copy of the aide-mémoire which I have received from the Imperial 
ST HAVE laid bobre the Lords Getatones ai He iy Peony ae Ministry for Foreign Affairs in regard to the dispatch of British and Russian 
Mallets letter of the Lith instant further respecting the proposed survey of the country representatives to.the TuréoPorsian frontier 
i abad by His y's sul ut Mohammerah, and the GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 
enclosed copy of a communication from the India Office,® suggesting the charge on ‘ 
Imperial funds of half the salary of the soldier surveyor who will be attached to 
Lieutenant Wilson while engaged on this work, 


* No. 1a 
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Enclosure in No. 349, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir G. Buchanan. 


PAR son aide-mémoire du 21 février (6_mars) |’Ambassade britannique a bien 
voulu informer le Ministire Impérial des Affaires Btrangéres du consentement du 
Cabinet de Londres & procédor sans délai A envoi de représentants russe et anglais 
dans les localités qui sont oceupées par les troupes turques dans la région située pris 
de Ia frontitre turco-persane. En conséquence, le Ministire Impérial n'a pas manqué 
de consulter le Ministre de Russie & ‘Téhéran quant &V’époque la plus favorable pour 
mettre ce projet & exéention, Tl appert d'un télégramme & ce sujet de M. Poklewsky- 
Kozell qu’ son avis le départ des desdits représentants devrait étre fixé pour la fin du 
mois @avril (x.8,), 

Jugeant opportun de faire dés A présent les démarches nécessaires i Constantinople 
et Théran pour inviter les Gouvernements ottoman et persan de nommer de leur 
part des délégués pour accompagner les représentants russe et anglais dans leur 
tournée, le Gouvernement Impérial vient de charger VAmbassadeur de Russie & 
Londres de prier lo Gouvernement britannique de donner les instructions nécessaires & 
Sir Gerard Lowther et & Sir George Barelay de s'entendre avec leurs collegues de 
Russie en co qui concerne les modalités des démarches en. question, 

Quant au choix de fonctionnaires russe et anglais, auxquels Vexécution de ce 
projet serait ond, il yorait désiablo de Tabandonner & Vappréviation des deux 
Ministres d ‘Péhéran, 

A Yavis du Gouvernement Impérial, il serait indispensable de munir les deux 
seprésentants d'une escorte suffisante qui pourrait étre fournie par les autorités 
militaires du Caucase, Le genre et le nombre des troupes qui formeraient cette 
escorte pourraient également. dtre fixés par M, Poklewsky et Sir G. Barclay d'un 
‘commun accord, 


Saint-Pétorabourg, le 7 (20) mars, 1911. 





(11084) No, 350. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 27.) 
(No, 187.) 
Sin, Constantinople, March 28, 1911. 
I HAVE the honour to report that I have this morning received a telegram from 
His Majesty's consul-goneral at Bagdad to the effect that, in consequence of fighting 
among the tribes, Nazim Pasha has dispatched an officer with twelve troopers to the 
‘assistance of the Ottoman consul at Kermaushah, who had been on a visit to Bagdad 
and, on attempting to return to iad been obliged by these disturbances to stop 
at Kasr-ieShirin, Mr, Lo that the guard of the Ottoman consulate at 
Kermanshah will thus apparently be raised to a strength of over thirty men, unless the 
above-mentioned force returns to Bagdad after escorting the consul to his post, 

Mr, Lorimer aleo reports that, Daoud Khao, tho Kurdish chieftain, appeare\to be 
endeavouring to gain the support of the headman of Mandali against the Persian 
jovernment, being afraid that the latter will attack him, Mandali is in Turkish 
territory. 

Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





(11253) 


Messrs. Dixon and Co. to Sir Edward Crey.—(Reeeived March 27.) 
Sir, Princess Street, Manchester, March 24, 1911. 
WE aro in receipt of your lettor of the 24th instant, aud are disappointed to find 
that we have apparently misunderstood the news from the south of Persia relating to 
the collection of arrears of taxation by the } auch. 
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We had a cable message from Bushire a few days ago reporting that. the roads to 
Shires are stopped on acsount of the fighting ot Ahmedy, and presume that this will 
be the operations of the force dispatched by the Nizam-es-Sultanch against the 
‘Tangistanee chiefs, and can only hope that the result of these operations will be that 
the Governor of Shiraz will recover the arrears of taxation in full. 
With many thanks for the informations you have so kindly sent us, we are, &. 
H. C. DIXON anp Co, 


[10833] No. 352. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
No, 90.) cs 
legraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, March 27, 1911, 

ROBBERIES on Persian roads, Your telegram No, 93 of the 24th March. 

You should make a remonstrance to the Persian Government as to behaviour of 
troops, if you have not already done so, and point out to them that a repetition 
of such incidents will make it difficult for us to retain from pressing for the scheme 
outlined in note of the 14th October, Special reference should be made to statement, 
of want of instructions attributed to commander, 





(20752) No. 353. 


ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
Qi 91) eee 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ogiee, March 27, 1911, 
TRANSPORT company are concerned at, reported negotiations of oil. syndicate 
(sce your telegram No, 90 of the 2ist March), and recall the assurances they hold from 
us in regard to preferential treatment (see Persia print of the 80th January, section 2), 
While no step should be taken without first arriving at an understanding wit 
the Russian Government, it would be the simplest courss for His Majesty's Government 
themselves to ask Persian Government for an option to build Mohammerah~ 
Khoremabad line, and then to arrange for construction and management of line by 
‘syndicate, which would of course inelude transport company, We: have already been 
fasked by company whether, in our view, they could opportunely approach Persian 
Government at this juncture, : 
T should be glad of your views on these points, 





(11023) No. 354. 


Sir Bdweard Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 
(No. 94, 
(aoe hic.) P. Foreign Office, March 27, 1911, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Your telegram No, 94 of the 25th March. 
If the invitation is refused then the warning could be given, but it would be better 
to convey the invitation without any warning, 





[11023] No 355. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


ee 103.) : 
‘elegraphic.) P, Foreign Offee, March 27, 1911, 
MY telegram No, 94 of to-day to Sir G. Barclay. ‘Turco-Persian front 
Ask M. Sazonoff to instruct M. Poklewski in similar sense, 
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(11542) No. 356. 
Note communicated by M. Cambon, March 28, 1911. 


LE Ministre de Perse & Paris a demandé 4 M. Gruppi si le Gouvernement frangais 
se proteraita engagement de deux professeurs frangais pour enseigner en Perse le 
droit administratif et le droit commercial. 

Un engagement de ce genro n’a évidemment aucun caractere politique. Néanmoins, 
avant darréter le sens de sa réponse, M. Oruppi serait heurenx de connaitre le sentiment 
du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté sur In demande du Gouvernement persan 

Ambassade de France, Londres, 

le 28 mare, 1911. 





(11408) 


en Sir C. Barclay to Sir Bdreard Grey.—(Recvived March 28.) 
eloxraph » Tehran, Mareh 2 
TAM jinformed by Captain Haworth that there is no trith in the rumour 


mentioned in your telegram No. 77 of the 20th March, that the Germans bad acquired 
site for n factory on Abadan Island, 


[11415] 


Sir.G, Bushanan to Sir Bdvcard Grey. —(Recvived March 28.) 


ae 16.) 
Wolographic:) 2. St. Petersburgh March 28, 1911. 


‘NURCO-PERSIAN frontier, Your telegram No. 103 of the 27th March, 

Instructions will be sent to the Russian Minister at (ehran to act in accordance 
with your proposal, unless the two Ministers, after discussing the question, should 
cone to the conclusion that another course of procedure should be adopted. 





{11481} 


Mr. Bryce to Sir Badward Grey.—(Reecived Mare 
No. 84.) ae 
ir, Washington, March 21, 1911. 
WITH reference to Six George Buralay’s telegram No. 78, vee 
r and. to provious correspondence with regard to the 

app of Mx, Shuster as financial adviser to the Persinn Government, have the 
honour to inform you thut Mr. Shuster will sail from New York on the 29th instant 
on route for Persia, together with three of his assistants. A fourth, Mr. Cairns, 
hi ‘in the United States service at Hilo, hin, I understand, left the Phil 
for America, whence he will proceed before loug to Persia. 
T have, &e 

JAMES BRYCE. 


(11575) No. 360. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 29 
(No, 98. ta : 
(Telegray hic.) R. Teh Mareh 29, 1911, 
YOUR telogram No, 86 of 23rd March : Turco-Persian frontier. 
Russian Minister and I informed Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday verbally 
of the proposed mission of investigati ited Persian Government to join. 
‘We alded i nimilar invitation was being addressed to Turkish Govermment 
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His Excellency received invitation sympathetically. Personally he was in, favour 
of Persia's joining, as he realised importance of maintaining solidarity with two 
Inediating Powers in face of Turkish aggression. He doubted, however, whether 
Turkey would join, and feared that she might even actively obstruct work of mission. 

“His Excellency said-that he would consult Regent and the Cabinet, and give us 
Persian Government's answer in a day or two. 





(11576) No. 361. 
Sir G, Barclay'to Sir Bdvoard Grey—(Received March 20.) 


io. 100) 
{fbigerphic) 2 Tehran, March 29, 1911. 

“EWO attempts to break into consulate on the 25th and 26th March respectively 
are reported by His Majesty's consul, Kermanshah. : 

‘On the 23th March two men were arrested, On the 26th March brigands entered 
sowars’ quarters and stole tivo uniforms and other goods. Shots were exchanged with 
some thirty men who, His Majesty’s consul thinks, were secking to avenge their two 
comades arrested on the 25th Mareb. 

Mi. MeDouall took measures for defence and informed governor of occurrence. 

Mr. MeDouall further reports that a warning that the band threaten to kill the 
Indian sowars has been received. 

Stones were thrown on the 27th March, but the brigands: desisted when they saw 
that consulate was well garrisoned, and betook themselves to the town, where they 
robbed the house of a notable. 

In the meanwhile, Ihave held Persian Government responsible for the safety of 
His Majesty's consulate and of British subjects at Kermanshah, and have urged that 
culprits be punished. 





(11554) No. 302, 


Sir G, Louther to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received March 20.) 
No. 72, 
eee hic.) P. Constantinople, March 29, 1911. 
"FURCO-PERSIAN fronti 
With reference to your telegtam of the 28rd instant T am sending by bag. to-day 
report of the verbal communication made on the 28th instant. 





(11657) No. 363, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office (Received Mareh 30.) 


Sir, 25, Abehureh Lane, London, March 20, 1911, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of, and thank you for, your letter 
of the 24th instant 
‘We are quite in accord with the arrangements proposed, and will advise our chief 
manager in Tehran to that effect. 
Tam, ke, 
'G, NEWELL, Manager. 





(11715) No. 304, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdteard Grey.—(Received March 30.) 
(No. 101.) 
(elegraph 


Tehran, March 30, 1911. 
MIN’ 


'T contract. 
In continuation of my telegram No. 88, dated the 21st March. 
Tam informed by Mh Wood that. the contract has been renewed for the 
period of one year with the Imperial Bank. 





(1768) 
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(11340) No. 865. 

sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 99.) ; 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, March 30, 1911. 







}O you seo any objection to return of ML. Bizot as financial adviser to Persian 
Jovernmant in accordance with reported desire expressed by Regent on his way through 
Russia, as French Government desire to ascertain our view in matter 

Tf he is given executive functions ax director of financial services, he 
willing to go for limited time. 





himself 











[10833] No. 366. 





Foroign Office to Mesers. Ziegler and Co, 





Gentlemen, mi Office, March 30, 1911. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 24th instant, relative to the 
state of the southern Persian roads, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
inform you that he has received a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran 
‘embodying a report from the British acting consul at Shiraz to the effect that on the 
18th ultimo, on the occasion of the robbery referred to by your correspondent, 200 or 
300 nevy arrived troops who were near the caravan, fled on the approach af soe 
thirty brigands, while, on the 24th ultimo, the robbery was witnessed by some officers 
with their commander, who took no steps to interfere. Being asked for help by the 
crowd, tho commatider is said to have replied that he had no instructions to act 
against brigands, ‘The report adds that there is no foundation for the statement that 
the troops are in collusion with the robbers. 

Sir E, Grey has now addressed a further telegram to Sir G. Barclay, instructing 
him to remonstrate with the Porsian Government as to the behaviour of the troops on 
the two. occasions referred to, especially as to the statement attributed to the 
commander regarding the nnturo of his mstractions 

















Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALL 















(1781) No. 367. 





Sir Q, Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recoived March 31.) 






76) 
i St, Petersburgh, Mareh 27, 1911. 
IN an article published on the 25th March, the “Bourse Gazette” comments 
thusiastically on your remarks in the House of Commons with regard to the influence 
exercised by the presence of Russian troops in Persia, ‘The foolish assertion that 
Russian policy is on the side of the reactionaries in Persia is finally laid to rest, and 
this spontaneous tribute on the part of the responsible leader of British foreign policy to 
the useful part played by: the Russian troops will be read with tie. greatest watisfuction 
by all educated: Russians, and will do much to strengthen still further Anglo-Russian 
friendship and the bonds of the agreement, without which the situation in Persia would 
have been problematical indee 













Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 

















(11806) No. 368. 


Lord Grimthorpe to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived March 81.) 










My dear Grey, 80, Portland Place, Mareh 90, 1911. 

T WRITE to inform you that Th jons with the Government. are 
proceeding satisfictorily at St, Petersburgh. e enqui atte from there 
About Mr. Williams, I think it well to let you know that he is not-ouly the agent and 
ropresentative of myself and the syndicate (which has heen formed with a capital of 
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300,002, to be called up as wanted), but is @ principal, a partner, and a large share- 
holder in the business. He is an American, and is backed by powerful financial 
strcsia On Gauge Jue sce Vertis Par Ce temteatee Wi atten 
bankers for building a railway in the west of America. I mention this as a Government 
always likes to deal with principals, and if he is thought to be only an agent it will 








seriously hamper him in the negotiations, and probably prevent their coming to any 
definke conclusion. 


Yours sincerely, 
GRIMTHORPE, 





(11838) No, 369. 
; Sir G. Barelay to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received March 31.) 
No. 102, 
(cies hic.) P. Tehran, March 31, 1911. 
MINT contract. 


In continuation of my telegram No, 101, dated 3st March, 

Mr. A. 0, Wood informs mo that tlie recently concluded contract differs from tho 
previous one in that the rate of interest is fixed at 5 per cent, instead of at. por cont., 
4nd that the amount. of silver to he imported will be decided by Persian Government 
frox: month to month, and will not be fixed. 





111839) No. 370. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdwward Grey.—(Reevived March 31.) 
(No. 103.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Telran, Mareh 31, 1911. 

TN accordance with the custom prevailing when the accused aro Russian subjects 
the enquiry info the murder of Sani-ed-Dowleh is being held in the Foreign Office 
‘Vribunal in ‘Tehran, that into the attempt on Mohamed-i-Khokan and into the murder 
of his nephew in the Karguzar’s Court at Ispahan. A Russian official is following, 
both cases. Nothing indicates that there has been any lick of co-operation on the part 
of the Russion Legation in Tehran, or of the Russian consulite-general at Ispahan 
The accused will be sent to Russia for trial when th proceedings are termina 
M, Poklowski informs me that ho had asked that the murderers of Sani-ed-Dowloh 
might eventually be tried by court-martial in Russia, in order to ronder a capital 
sentence possible, but he has learned that this cannot be arranged, 

‘Dwo other murders in which the accused were Russian subjects were committed 
last year. ‘The joint enquiry in ‘Tehran failed, in one caso, to establish anything, and 
the accused was merely deported to Russia, at the request of the Persian Government, 
by my Russian colleague, The guilt of tho accused in the other was proved in 
‘Tehran, He is now, I understand, undergoing his trial in Russia, 



























{11840} No. 371, 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mareh 31.) 
(No, 104.) 
(elegraphic,) R, Tohran, March 31, 1911. 


MY telegram No. 100 of 29th instant: Attacks on Kermanshah consulate. 

His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah reported on night of 28th March brigands 
fired on consulate, but fire being returned, brigands departed. 

Local authorities appeared to have placed troops at consulates for ita protection. 
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[11841] No. 372. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 31.) 
(No. 105.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 31, 1911. 

M. BIZOT. 

Tn reply to your telegram No. 99 of 30th March, I have the honour to state that 
tkere appears to be no objection from our standpoint to M. Bizot’s return to Persia in 
the capacity indicated. It might, however, I think, give umbrage to the United States 
Government. 

Tt appears rather doubtful that the Persian Government will apply for his return 
unless pressure is exerted upon them to do so from outside. 


ee 


(11689) No..373. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 





(No. 110.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, March 31, 1911. 
ELIGMAN loan. 

Is Seligman’s statement to the effect that member of their firm has been informed 
by Russian Minister of Finance that Russian Government are now favourable to their 
making loan to Persia, and that, in order to provide seourity for it, they will agree to 
repayment of some of Russian loans, correct ? 


ee 
(11570) No. 374. 


Foreign Ofice to the Persian Transport Company. 






Sir, Foreign Office, March 31, 1911. 

T-AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of tho 23rd ultimo, relative to the question of the construction railways in Persia, 

Lam to inform you, in reply to the enquiry contained in the paragraph of that 
communication, that BE. Grey would deprecate an application to the Persian 
Government for a railway concession either by your company, or by anyone else at the 
present moment, but that he will not lose 
company in previous letters from this Office wit 








ght 6f the assurances conveyed to the 
h regard to this question. 
Tam, 


&e. 
LOUIS MALLES. 





